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For more information, PLEASE see green catalog and/or contact the person indicated for each event!

November (from Friday, 9 November)

Fri 9 - Special Program: An Encore Presentation: “Earthquakes & Tsunamis: the big one is 

coming!” by Marybeth Bridegam, 11:30 a.m., Applewood at Amherst. Contact: Larry Ambs or Katy

van Geel  No need to register! (see page 6 )

Fri 9 - Special Program: Opera Prep with Peggy Bedell, Ades’ The Tempest, 1:30–3:30, 

The Community Room, Northampton Lathrop. [The performance is at Cinemark (Hadley), at

12:55 on 10 November; repeat is 28 November at 6:30.]

Contact: Peggy Bedell No need to register! (see page 7)

Fri 9, 16, 23, 30 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Applewood at 

Amherst. Contact: Judith Pool We are meeting the day after Thanksgiving for those who 

are not too replete with dindon. Also meeting December 7th - last meeting till February. 

Fri 9, 16, 30 - Special Program: Conversational Italian, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Quigley Room, 

Newman Center at UMass, 472 North Pleasant Street, Amherst. Contacts: Dean Poli and 

Zina Tillona.  No meeting the day after Thanksgiving. Last meeting of the semester is 

December 7th. Contact Dean or Zina for more information & to confirm November dates

Thur 15 - Special Program: Finding Families Interest Group, “Organizing the Stuff: Paper and
Digital,” 1:45–3:45 p.m., Dewey Hall Common Room, Smith College. Contact: Bobbie Reitt

Please call or email Bobbie if you plan to attend (see page 4)

Thur 15 - Special Program: Science Roundtable - “The Ocean Deep,” presented by Hy 

Edelstein, 2:00–3:30 p.m., The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop. Contact: Dottie 

Rosenthal No need to register, but contact Dottie to be added to the email list (see page 4)

Fri 16 - Special Program: An Encore Presentation: “Amazing Grace: the extraordinary story of 

computer pioneer Admiral Grace Hopper” by Joan Wofford, 11:30 a.m., Applewood at 

Amherst. Contact: Larry Ambs or Katy van Geel  No need to register! (see page 6)

5CLIR
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Sun 18 - PREVIEW of SPRING SEMESTER 2013

Where: Willits-Hallowell Center,
Mt Holyoke College

When:   2:00 - 3:45 p.m., Sunday, 18 Nov.
Parking: free; particulars to be advised
Handicap parking: by eastern entrance: 

directions will be provided

Meet the moderators of our spring seminars
Pick up your packet of spring catalogs

Meet friends and make new ones
Enjoy a sociable afternoon

Talk to our Tech committee & see our A/V
Catering by Mt Holyoke College

Bring a (non-member) friend or two

AND don’t forget - one more event for November:

Thu 29 - Special Program: Travel Interest Group: Gordon Wyse presents “The 

Singing Tourist,” and Ellen Peck takes us to Aberdeen, Scotland.  

Contact: Joan Wofford

No need to register! (see page 5)

nOvemBeR CALenDAR 

pAge TWO



Letter from the President, Jim Harvey

All of us – both individuals and organizations – need to have two kinds of savings

accounts.  We need a “rainy day” account, to be used when unexpected financial

problems arise, and we need a savings account that will allow us to accomplish

important goals. 5CLIR is no exception.  We don’t know what the future will bring

and what unexpected expenses might confront us.  We need a rainy day reserve

to cover those costs.  We need a further reserve that will provide an opportunity

for growth and new programs. 

The Council recently reviewed the reserves that we have accumulated over the

years and decided that we had more than we need for our rainy day purposes.

Therefore it has voted to place a portion of our reserves into a Five Colleges, Inc.

managed investment account that will provide an opportunity for growth. We are

calling it the “Fund for the Future.”

The intent is to grow that investment to a size that will be large enough to generate

useful earnings.  At that point we could decide to use some of the earnings for

special projects or other programs that would improve what we offer to our 

members.

You can help.  Perhaps you might consider a gift in memory of a friend, or as a

way of celebrating your birthday, or as a way of securing the benefits of 5CLIR

for the next generation of retirees, or for any other reason.  If we grow the Fund

for the Future faster, we will be able to start using some of the distributions to

strengthen our programming.  If you do decide to give, please designate it for

“Fund for the Future.”

Jim
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE 

The Ocean Deep

When we stand on the edge of the ocean, we wonder what lies below its

surface and what it means for our understanding of life. In some ways we

know more about the surface of a distant planet than we know about the

oceans on Earth. “The Ocean Deep” will be the subject of the next Science

Roundtable on Thursday, November 15 at 2:00 p.m. in the Meeting House,

Northampton Lathrop.

Hy Edelstein will introduce the subject, followed by discussion. Some topics

we might consider are the origin of the oceans, plate tectonics and the

spreading sea floor, earthquakes and tsunamis, tides, deep ocean rifts, hy-

drothermal vents, currents, deep water exploration, the interplay of ocean

and atmosphere, and international control and competition.

All members of 5CLIR are welcome to attend sessions of the Science 

Roundtable. If you would like to be on the mailing list, please contact either

John Armstrong or Dottie Rosenthal. We look forward to seeing you on 

November 15.

Finding Family interest group

Organizing the Stuff: Paper and Digital

The Finding Family Interest Group will meet on Thursday afternoon, 

November 15, at 1:45 p.m. Our topic of discussion this session will be 

“Organizing the Stuff: Paper and Digital.” Discussion leaders Bobbie Reitt and Katy

van Geel will offer examples of differing approaches, and those attending will be

encouraged to chime in. We meet in the Common Room in Dewey Hall on the

Smith campus. Anyone needing a parking permit should call Bobbie or email her.

The 5CLIR Reporter is published by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason Hall,

Smith College, MA  01063. www.5clir.org tel: 585-3756.   email: 5clir@smith.edu

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.



Travel Interest Group

When: 2:00 to 4:00 P.M., Thursday, November 29th
Where: The Community Room at Lathrop Northampton
What: Presentations by Gordon Wyse -- The Singing Tourist and

Ellen Peck -- Aberdeen, Scotland

The LIR travel group will present two speakers on Thursday, Nov. 29, in the Meeting

House at Lathrop.  Gordon Wyse will report on his tour to Austria and other fascinating

places as part of a singing group, and Ellen Peck will describe Aberdeen, Scotland, where

she has many relatives.  

Refreshments will be served.  

All are welcome including guests.

Questions about giving a program? Contact Joan Wofford  by email  or phone.
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-- LIR Artist Ginny Senders --

Exhibition at Applewood 
Ginny Senders is having a painting exhibit at Applewood, starting at the end of

November. Please check with Applewood (253-9833) for confirmation of the

opening day, as the final date (either November 29th or 30th) has not been final-

ized at the time of going to press. What to see?  Oils, watercolors, and tempera

paintings, dating from Ginny’s earlier work in 1957 to recent works painted a

couple of years ago.  

Ginny’s directions on finding the exhibition within Applewood: “Go in the front

door (it's the only door you can get in). Stop at the desk (on your left). Say "Art

Show!" They will look happy, and direct you to the elevator (straight ahead from

the front door). Press button 3; get off when you arrive at 3, and enjoy! 

[Editor’s note: I have not seen Ginny’s paintings, but I know that she does very

beautiful calligraphy.]
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ENCORE PRESENTATIONS

*** too good to miss ***

On November 9th

Marybeth Bridegam presents:

Earthquakes & Tsunamis: The Big One is Coming!

My presentation was originally done for Hy Edelstein’s Seminar on The Ocean Deep.
I gave the report on March 6th, the one-year anniversary of the triple tragedy of the
Japanese earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster. It seemed appropriate, then, to
look UNDER the sea, to learn a bit not only about what caused this disaster, but also
to learn more about a potentially and particularly dangerous area for such a natural
phenomenon right here in the United States – in our Pacific Northwest.

On November 16th

Joan Wofford presents:

Amazing Grace: 

The extraordinary story of 

computer pioneer Admiral Grace Hopper

Amazing Grace is the remarkable story of a woman many of us have never heard of:

Grace Hopper. An early computer pioneer, she even had a US destroyer named after

her and rose to be an admiral in the US Navy.  Her personal struggles in a man’s world,

her many unsuccessful  attempts to retire, and her remarkable accomplishments, both

technical and managerial, are described in this Encore presentation, which will include

videos of grace Hopper at her entertaining best.

When: November 9th and 16th, 11:30 A.M.

Where: Applewood at Amherst

Parking: Please park on Spencer Drive, not in the residents’ car park

What: Outstanding seminar presentations that members believe would be 

of interest to the general membership.

no need to register, just come along for a very interesting hour...
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From the Metropolitan Opera  

Nov- Dec, 2012  Live in HD Schedule

Peggy Bedell’s OPERA PREP is on Friday, the day before the opera:

Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 1:30–2:30 p.m.
Date of

Performance

November 10 Ades’s The Tempest. Conductor Thomas Ades conducts the Met 

premiere of his own work, with Simon Keenlyside starring as Prospero.

Director Robert LePage recreates the interior of 18thC LaScala  on stage.

December 1    Mozart’s La Clemenza di Tito, with Elina Garanca as Sesto,  

Giuseppe Filianoti as Tito and Barbara Frittoli as Vitellia.  Harry Bicket

conducts.

December 8    Verdi’s Un Ballo in Maschera.  A new production, dirtected by 

David Alden.  Marcello Alvarez stars as the king, Karita Mattila is 

Amelia,  Dmitri Hvorostovsky is her suspicious husband, Kathleen Kim is 

Oscar, the page, and Stephanie Blythe is the fortune-teller Ulrica. Fabio 

Luisi conducts.

December 15  Verdi’s AIDA with Liudmyla Monastyrska  in the title role,  Roberto 

Alagna as Radames and Olga Borodina as Amneris.  Fabio Luisi conducts

Opera Preparation – Peg Bedell, facilitator 

(from the Special Programs catalog)

We meet on Fridays, at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 1:30–2:30 p.m. 

A series of HD video productions of operas performed at the Metropolitan Opera will be

shown at the Hadley Cinemark theater on Saturday afternoons. Tickets should be 

purchased by 5CLIR members in advance. In preparation for seeing (and hearing) them,

Peg Bedell will offer an introduction to each opera on the preceding Friday. Anyone 

interested may attend any session. For more information, contact Peg. 

Booking A/V Equipment for Your Presentation

Please don’t forget - if you want to reserve LIR projectors or other A/V equipment,

please contact Jim Perot. Jim will sort out a  projector for you, and let you know

whether to pick up the equipment at the office or to arrange a handover from

someone who has finished with the item.

[Jim’s last name rhymes with “tot.”]
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Sneeze Alert
Health advice for seminar attendance

Now that we are in the full swing of seminars and Special Programs, there's a great temp-

tation to go to each activity you've put on your calendar.  BUT since this is also the season

for colds and flu, we are asking you to keep in mind the well-being of your fellow 5CLIR

members.  If you have a cold or the flu or any other health condition that could be spread

to someone sitting near you, please be considerate and stay home until you are well.  

Some of our members have compromised immune systems and a health condition that

seems minor to you, but could turn into a serious problem for them.  So even though you

hate to miss even one seminar session, or one Encore presentation, or one Travel Program,

please take into account the degree to which you could affect – and infect – others, and 

proceed accordingly.  

Thanks

Hosts Sought for March 23rd Brunches

The Members Support Committee is seeking additional hosts for the March 23, 2013,

LIR Pot Luck Brunches.  If you would like to know your fellow LIR members better and

have space for 12 or so guests, please contact Henny Lewin or Eva Sartori.

The committee will be meeting in January to prepare guests lists for each location.

Hosts will then invite guests and suggest a potluck dish to bring to the brunch.  Hosts

usually provide beverages.  Our aim is to include everyone in this event which members

have always found enjoyable .
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5CLIR Calendar 2012–2013

2012

November 1 Executive Committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

1          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

2 Moderators’ Meeting, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon, Activities Room, 

Rockridge Retirement Community, 25 Coles Meadow Rd, Northampton

8 No Council meeting

18 Spring Preview:  Willits –Hallowell, Mt Holyoke College, 2:00–3:45 p.m.

December 6 Executive Committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

6          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc, HQ

10 9 a.m. Close of registration for inclusion in any lottery for spring 2013 seminars

13 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc., HQ

13        Last (snow) day of fall seminars

14 Lottery for oversubscribed spring seminars

2013

January 2013

3 Memorial Program, Amherst College Alumni House, 10 a.m. – noon

4 Snow date for Memorial Program, same time and place 

No Executive meeting

No Curriculum Committee meeting

No Council meeting

February 7 Executive Committee Meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

7          Curriculum Committee Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ

14 Council Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc, HQ

14 New Members Coffee, 10:00–12:00 noon, Northampton Lathrop 

25 First day of spring semester seminars

March 7 Executive Committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc., HQ

7          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc, HQ

14 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

23        All-LIR Member brunches (venues to be determined)

29        Meeting for Potential Moderators: Location & time tba. SAVE the DATE
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April 2 Deadline for proposals for fall semester 2013

4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

4          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

11 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

28 Fall Preview/Annual Meeting, Carroll Room, Smith College Campus Center, 

2:00–3:45 p.m. TBA in January 2013 (no reservations taken before that)

SAVE the DATE

May 2 Executive committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

2          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

2 Last day of spring semester seminars (last snow date: 9 May)

9 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

20 9 a.m Close of registration for inclusion in any lottery for fall 2013 seminars

24 Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars

June 6 Executive committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

6          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

13 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

30 End of membership year

July 1 2013–14 membership dues are due!

You can always check listings on the calendar on our website:

5clir.org.

If you wish to add something to the LIR website calendar, please notify

the office: 5clir@smith.edu or 585-3756.
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Ray Moore Honored
The following is a portion of the press release of the Japanese Government
announcing a special recognition for LIR member Ray Moore, who is a 
retired Japanese history professor at Amherst College: 

Amherst College Professor Emeritus Ray A. Moore has been selected by
the Government of Japan to receive the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold
Rays with Neck Ribbon in recognition of his significant contributions to the
promotion of educational and academic exchange between Japan and the
United States and the furthering of mutual understanding between our 
countries.

Professor Moore was the founder of the Associated Kyoto Program (AKP),
a study-abroad program in Kyoto for U.S. college students which is 
celebrating its 40th anniversary this year.  Since its establishment in 1972
the AKP has been a major factor in the flourishing of intellectual and human
exchange between our countries.  

In 1976 Prof. Moore was instrumental in establishing the Five College 
Center for East Asian Studies, which draws on the joint resources of
Amherst College, Smith College, Mount Holyoke College, Hampshire 
College and the University of Massachusetts Amherst. He also served as
the Center’s first Director. Through the programs of the Five College Center,
Professor Moore has helped to improve the teaching about Japan and East
Asia in the area’s colleges as well as in primary and secondary schools.

[Editor’s note: The Five College Center for East Asian Studies office is right across the

hall from us here on Paradise Road...when you ring the wrong doorbell, you are ringing

theirs! We could not ask for better neighbors.]
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Special Status

Many members may be unaware that LIR has adopted a standing procedure to help

those members whose health has declined or who have caretaking responsibilities that

keep them from participating fully in a seminar, but who still want to take part in one.

This is called “Special Status” and the guidelines for its use and procedures for applying

for Special Status are outlined below. (This information is contained in the Operations

Manual, which is available on our website – see last month’s newsletter.)

Special Status for Seminar Participation

Purpose

To provide an opportunity for longstanding 5CLIR members who are confronting a

change in functional status to benefit from seminars and to offer their experience and

knowledge to other members without fully participating as defined by the traditional re-

quirements of 5CLIR peer-learning seminars. 

Criteria for Eligibility

► A member of 5CLIR with a history of seminar participation.

► Fully paid membership in 5CLIR as a full (i.e., not an associate) member.

Limitations

A member may request special status in only one seminar per semester. A member

may not participate under special status in one seminar while participating fully in other

seminars. Space limitation of the room in which a seminar is scheduled may be grounds

for refusing an application for special status. 

*****

The Application Procedure (contained in Appendix E of the

Operations Manual) is outlined on the next page.
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Special Status Application Procedure

(1) The request for special status in a specific seminar must be submitted to

one of the co-chairs of the Curriculum Committee. Applicants are encouraged

to discuss their reasons (a change in health, an impairment, a caretaking 

burden) for desiring this status with the co-Chair(s), but are not obliged to do

so. Any discussion will remain confidential.

(2) Applications for special status will be received until the Wednesday of the

last week before seminars begin. Since such participants do not need to be 

accommodated in the scheduling of presentations, they are not counted under

the seminar’s enrollment limits.

(3) The co-Chairs of the Curriculum Committee will confer with the seminar 

moderator to determine whether including a participant with special status fits

the moderator’s plans. The decision to accept or refuse participation with special

status remains with the moderator.

(4) If the moderator wishes to discuss the level of participation that the applicant

is able to sustain with him or her before reaching a decision, the co-Chairs will

advise the applicant to contact the moderator. The applicant and the moderator

may consider alternative levels of participation (e.g., arranging for a guest

speaker or showing a film, serving as an expert consultant to the seminar) or

just agree that the applicant will simply join discussion of others’ presentations.

An applicant must be willing to confer with the moderator about his or her level

of participation.

(5) The co-Chairs will report the final decision first to the 5CLIR president and

then to the applicant.

(6) The moderator and the special status participant will agree on what the other

participants in the seminar will be told about the participant’s status.

Comment

Achieving a balance between attention to the personal needs of all 5CLIR seminar 

participants and the goal of providing an intellectually satisfying experience depends

on the good judgment of seminar moderators and a spirit of collegiality among the 

participants. Sparing use of special status is intended to promote both of these goals.

Adopted May 13, 2007
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NOTES FROM THE MODERATORS’ MEETING
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2012

by Ellen Peck

At this meeting there was a brisk discussion of various issues which affect how our seminars are

planned and executed.  I have tried to group these ideas under useful headings.

The discursive method: Whenever possible, there can be a real advantage in focusing discussion

on something immediate which can be appreciated together.  Poems, pictures, pieces of writing,

plays read aloud, objects, etc, all lend themselves to this kind of prompting of memory and previous

knowledge.  This format can also help moderators who know a subject very well refrain from inter-

jecting themselves too much into the discussions.

Time keeping: As part of our seminar process, limiting individual presentations and giving equal

time to all are a priority.

• The 30-minute rule for presentations—the rest of the time for discussion

• This time rule can change if the presenter would like to take questions as part of the 

presentation, but this needs to be made clear at the beginning.

• Calling time on someone is not rude when it keeps order.

• If there is a silence in discussion, the moderator should wait 5 seconds before jumping in.  

Some people take longer to think than others.

• If there is extra time at the end of a seminar presentation, the moderator should have in his 

or her back pocket some reserve questions to carry on the discussion.

• It is helpful to decide each time whether the moderator or the presenter should handle the 

discussion. It works either way as long as the procedure is clear.

Sound Problems: As we all get older, hearing what is said, particularly in the question period, 

becomes a problem.  Some rooms are better acoustically than others.  Some people have louder

voices.  Here are a few helpful hints.

• Standing up makes your voice carry further.

• Looking down at notes muffles your voice.  Try looking at the farthest person in the room.

• If the moderator or someone else has a loud voice, he can repeat questions or comments.

• Those with hearing problems should establish a signaling system to alert those who are not 

speaking loudly enough.

• Side conversations make it much more difficult to hear.

• LIR does have a sound system with a portable mike, but many have found this distracting to

use.  However, if you have a difficult room, it is worth a try.  See Jim Perot or others on the 

Tech committee.

Technical Matters:

• Moderators and presenters must get together to try out the equipment beforehand.  

• Those needing to use films can schedule longer sessions since two hours are often 

insufficient.  Anyone proposing the use of films should make sure of the capabilities of the 

room assigned.

continued on next page...
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Notes from the Moderators Meeting, continued

Getting Feedback:

• We have feedback forms, but not everyone wants to use them.

• At the first session the moderator should determine what the group wants to get out of the 

seminar.

• One good strategy is to ask participants at the first session to write down what questions 

they want answered.  These can be typed up and distributed and then revisited during the 

last session.

• Moderators can always check in with participants part way through the semester to find out 

how they feel about what has been happening.  This requires the moderator’s establishing 

an atmosphere in which people feel free to say what they think.

• Moderators can talk about their own expertise during the first session, but then stand back 

to let participants discover things on their own.

All photographs courtesy

of Chuck Gillies
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All photographs courtesy

of Chuck Gillies

At the moderators’ meeting
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