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September CALENDAR

Please note that there is no French Conversation in September; it will resume on October 8th.
Contact Judith Pool. The Arts Interest Group will also have its first meeting in October. (See
page 6 of this issue.) See your green Special Programs catalog for further information about
all our Special Programs.

September
Thurs 2 -  Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30–2:00 p.m. Highland Valley 

Elder Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence.  Contact: Hy Edelstein

Tues 14  - Summer Program: Potluck Picnic Lunch, 12:00–2:00 p.m. 20 Ward Avenue, 
Northampton. Contacts:!Gail Gaustad or Anne Lombard RAIN DATE is Wednesday.
Discussion of the Community Book Read A Border Passage, From Cairo to America–
A Woman's Journey, by Leila Ahmed (see page 4 and June/July newsletter for book details)

Tues 14 - Curriculum Committee meeting 2:30–4:30 p.m., Five Colleges, 97 Spring St, Amherst

Wed 15 - RAIN DATE FOR POTLUCK PICNIC LUNCH

Thurs 16 - Council meeting, 2:30–4:30 p.m., Five Colleges HQ, 97 Spring Street, Amherst

Fri 17  - Special Program: Emily Dickinson Poetry Group, 10:00 a.m.– 12:00 noon, Amherst 
Woman’s Club, 35 Triangle St, Amherst (also on October 1, 15, 29; Nov. 19 & Dec. 3). 
No pre-registration needed. Contact: Lise Armstrong

Mon 20 - FIRST DAY OF SEMINARS FOR FALL SEMESTER

Thurs 23 - Special Program: Travel Interest Group: Joan Wofford makes a Sojourn in Uganda,
followed by Joan Davis’s Camel Safari in Kenya, 2:00–4:00 p.m., Conference Room, 
Northampton Lathrop. Contacts: Marybeth Bridegam or Joan Wofford. (SEE page 5.)

Fri 24 - Special Program: Conversational Italian, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Newman Catholic Center, 
472 North Pleasant Street, Amherst. Contact: Dean Poli

Fri 29 - Special Program: LIR Book Interest Group, 1:30–3:30 p.m. Contact Gloria Ferber

Looking ahead to OCTOBER - October 1: Emily Dickinson Poetry Group; October 7: Viewpoints;
October 8: Opera prep by Peg Bedell (for Wagner’s Das Rheingold on Sat, Oct 9th) (See p. 7)

CHECK YOUR SPECIAL PROGRAMS CATALOG FOR DETAILS!

5CLIR



Notes from the President... Larry Ambs

A new year is upon us.  I hope you all have had a fruitful summer,
in my case taking advantage of our wonderful farm produce and
seafood treats while also traveling out of the valley.  

I look forward to my year as President and feel honored that I
may be able to contribute to this worthwhile organization.  I hope
to continue the effort encouraged by Sara to 
document our organizational operations and procedures.  I will
also make an effort to increase our visibility within the five college communities by
making our organization known to all faculty and staff retirees of the campuses.

Our summer programs were well attended and we even managed to complete our
boat trip on the Connecticut River.  The weather was exceptional, attendance high
(thanks to Sara’s efforts) and many of us found time to enjoy each other’s company
at several restaurants in the Route 2 region.

The final event of the summer is our AllLIR Get Reacquainted Potluck Lunch at

the Gaustad’s on Tuesday, September 14.  All members, new and old, should plan on

attending and be sure to say hello to me or make other comments you feel I should
be aware of. Details are elsewhere in the Newsletter.

Following the Potluck Lunch will be the beginning of discussions for the Community
Book Read on the book A Border Passage, as mentioned also in this Newsletter.

The seminars begin on September 20th, so now is the time to begin sharpening your
pencils, first for your preparations, and then to develop new Spring Semester 
proposals for the Curriculum Committee, chaired by Mary Franks and Jim Scott.

As we move into the semester, please note there will be a number of Encore 
Presentations, mostly scheduled for Applewood, this fall.

See you at the picnic, 
Larry
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POLICY REGARDING PERSONAL INFORMATION ON THE 5CLIR WEBSITE

1.  The newsletters will be published on the website as pdfs and may contain phone numbers, email
addresses, and photos.

2.   Email addresses and phone numbers of members other than the webmaster, the office manager,
and organization officers will not be published on the website unless they are inside pdfs, word-
processing documents, or spreadsheets.

3.  Photographs of three or fewer members or members identified by name will not be published on
the website without the permission of the members in the photographs.  It is the responsibility of the
person submitting the photograph for publication to obtain such permission.  

Photographs of larger groups of people who are not identified by name may be published without
getting the permission of the individuals in the photograph.  Members who do not want to appear in
any photographs whatsoever should avoid being photographed and make their wishes clear to the
photographer.  If a member finds that such a photograph has been accidentally published, he or she
should contact the webmaster identifying the specific web page, and it will be removed.

4.  Material currently in the archives will remain as is, unless an objection is made to the webmaster
identifying the problematic web page.

Note from the Editor: the webmaster is Janet!Price.

Thursday, October 28, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Moderator's Meeting --Everyone is welcome

Have you ever thought about moderating a seminar?

Come share your ideas on moderating seminars with present and past moderators and with other
LIR members. Find out what it’s like to moderate a seminar ... and where to get assistance ...or find
a co-moderator if you don’t want to go it alone...

Refreshments served

Look for more details in the October Newsletter

The 5CLIR Reporter is published by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason Hall,

Smith College, MA  01063. www.5clir.org tel: 585-4009.             Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.
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NNOOTTeeSS......
All-LIR Potluck PicnicAll-LIR Potluck Picnic

Date: Tuesday, September 14th (RAINDATE is Wednesday, Sept 15th, same time)
Time: 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.
Place: chez Gaustad, 20 Ward Avenue, Northampton
What to bring: If your last name is

A--L bring main dish, bread, salad, vegetable or hors d’oeuvres
M--Z bring dessert or fruit

Contacts: Gail Gaustad or Anne Lombard.

This event is open to all: your only admission fee is the dish you bring. Come and
meet old and new members, and stay for the Community Book Read discussion
afterwards (see below).

Summer Community Read
I hope you are enjoying the book selected for this summer. For those who
may have missed the last newsletter, that book is: A Border Passage, From
Cairo to America—A Woman’s Journey, by Leila Ahmed.  

This book is a moving memoir of an Egyptian woman’s struggle to define 
herself. It begins with her Egyptian childhood amid the rich tradition of 
Islamic women, and ends with her longing to understand and to come to terms
with her own identity as a feminist living in America. Growing up in Cairo in
the 1940s and 1950s, Ahmed  witnessed some of the major transformations
of this century: the end of British colonialism, the creation of Israel, the
rise of Arab nationalism, and the breakdown of Egypt’s once multi-religious
society. Throughout this turmoil, she focuses on the interplay between her
efforts at self-definition and growing understanding of how the world defines
her – as a woman, a Muslim, an Egyptian, and an Arab. This is a complex and
interesting book, beautifully written….for us to read, and then to discuss
after the picnic.  Join us!!

The discussion will be led by Sheila Klem and others from the book group.

--Gloria Ferber
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...more NoTeS
Put These Dates on Your Calendar

We invite all LIR members to attend these fascinating Travel Interest Group sessions.
They will be offered on the fourth Thursday of each month of this coming year’s Fall and
Spring Semesters, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Presenter’s Name Subject 23 September 10/28 12/2
Joan Wofford Sojourn in Uganda X

Joan Davis Camel Safari in Kenya X

Suzannah Fabing, Egypt: Six Millennia of History Along the Nile X
Sandy Muspratt,                
Marybeth Bridegam 

Marybeth Bridegam Jordan: Petra & Surprising Jerash X

Amy Dane Antarctica X

Paul Berman The Mountains of Colorado X

Please note that the monthly meeting time has changed to the fourth Thursday of each
month (with the Arts Interest Group moving to the third Thursday of each month) – AND
– the location has been moved to the Community Room of the Northampton Lathrop 
Retirement Community, just off Bridge Road in Northampton. 

We are grateful to Joan Wofford, a resident at Lathrop and the Co-Chairperson for the
Travel Interest Group this year, for arranging for us to use this space for these sessions.
We are particularly pleased that the Lathrop Community Room is a darker room than
we’ve had in the past, and thus conducive to clearer, better views of the beautiful photos
these travelers will share with us.  And since Joan has become an expert in the use of this
equipment, she will provide technical support for all of the presenters.

The Travel Interest Group sessions have been quite popular in past years.  Some of us
enjoy traveling vicariously through other people’s experiences, while others of us find that
we can get ideas for our own future travels.  No matter your reason, do come and enjoy
the show!



The Arts Interest Group meets 2:00–4:00 p.m. on the third Thursday of October,
November, February, March and April in various locations around the Valley.  Our
first session of the 2010–11 year, on October 21, will be a behind-the-scenes look
at the making of Valley Light Opera’s fall production, Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
Iolanthe.  Meet the stage director, music director, and costume designers; see
costumes and sets in preparation.  Put it on your calendar now, and look for a
full notice and sign-up information in the October LIR Newsletter.  

Arts Interest Group sessions are open to any LIR member, but enrollment is 
limited for some events.  It is essential to sign up for each event, and places are
allocated on a first-come basis.  To get on our email list, which might receive 
advance notification and other communications, please contact one of the 
co-chairs, either Suzannah Fabing or Betsy Siersma.

ENCORE MOVES TO APPLEWOOD!
This fall semester the Encore series of presentations and lectures will be held
in the Meeting Room at Applewood. This venue provides truly excellent facilities
for our Friday morning sessions, which will start at 11:00 a.m. – an hour later
than previously.

Three presentations are scheduled so far, with more to follow:
November 12, Alex Chajes will speak on 'Great Bridges of the World'
December 3, Marybeth Bridegam will introduce 'The New Architecture of Berlin' 
December 10, John Martin will talk about 'The Bauhaus Movement'. 
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Schedule Notes

P
REP talks will be offered at the MEETING HOUSE of NORTHAMPTON LATHROP on the Fri-
day, one day before the LIVE presentation, with one exception – the November talk on Don
Pasquale is scheduled for Thursday, the 11th of November.  The talks will run for one hour,

from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. The Meeting House has a good-sized parking lot, but it is always wise to
car pool as much as possible.

T
ICKETS are now on sale at CINEMARK for Metropolitan Opera Guild members at the Support-
ing level.  General sale opens September 7.  You may purchase any number of tickets for one,
or several, or all twelve of this year’s operas, at one time. CINEMARK take cash, checks or

credit cards.  If you use a credit card, be sure to make a note of the name and number of the card,
should you need to return the ticket at any time during the year.

All the LIVE dates and times are determined by The Metropolitan Opera and will be the same at all
venues.  The ENCORE dates and times may differ from theater to theater; the dates and times listed
on the schedule are for CINEMARK in Hadley.  If you plan to hear the opera elsewhere in an ENCORE
presentation, you should check with the theater of your choice.

CINEMARK will give access to LIVE programs  to ticketholders 90 minutes before the program time,
i. e. 11:30 for  1:00, 10:30 for 12:00 and 11:00 for 12:30.  For ENCORE programs, which are less
crowded, CINEMARK will allow access at 6:00 for 6:30.

The 2010–2011 lineup of programs is wonderfully varied.  We still do not know if James Levine will
be well enough to meet his conducting schedule.  Judging by the very fine conductors who stood in
for him at Tanglewood this summer, we can hope for JL certainly, and  expect good backup if he can’t
make it.  

I look forward to seeing you in October.

Peg Bedell

See page 8 for complete program listings.
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5CLIR/ MET Live in HD 2010-2011 Series

Prep Date Composer: Opera Live Date Time  Encore Date Time Length 

October 8 Wagner: Das Rheingold Oct 9   1:00 Oct 27  6:30        3:15

October 22 Mussorgsky: Boris Godunov Oct 23   12:00 Nov 10    6:30        5:25

November 11   Donizetti: Don Pasquale Nov 13  1:00       Dec 1     6:30        3:50

December  10  Verdi: Don Carlos Dec 11 12:30 Jan 5      6:30        5:00

January 7  Puccini: La Fanciulla Del West Jan 8    1:00 Jan 26     6:30        3:50

February 11 Adams:  Nixon In China Feb 12  1:00 Mar 2       6:30        4:15

February 25 Gluck: Iphigenie En Tauride Feb 26 1:00 Mar 16      6:30        3:00

March 18   Donizetti: Lucia Di Lammermoor Mar 19 1:00 April 6      6:30        4:20

April 8   Rossini: Le Comte Ory April 9  1:00 April 27     6:30        3:20

April 22  Strauss: Capriccio April 23 1:00 May 11    6:30        3:25

April  29  Verdi: Il Trovatore April 30 1:00 May 18     6:30        3:30

May 13 Wagner: Die Walkure May 14 12:00  June 1      ` 6:30        5:30

Prep date = Peggy’s opera prep at Northampton Lathrop
Live date = the date you may see the opera broadcast live at Cinemak
Time = the time of the first, live broadcast performance at Cinemark
Encore date = another performance at Cinemark, but it is not a live broadcast
Encore time = time of this (not live) broadcast
Length = the length, in hours, of the opera broadcast

5CLIR Makes the News 
The August issue of Where to Retire magazine gives 5CLIR more
than a mention. In an article entitled “Northampton,” about a 
couple retiring to the town, we are described in three generous
paragraphs, and we appear elsewhere in the four and a half pages
devoted to the area. Reading the article is enough to make one join
our organization....lucky you, you are already a member!
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