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A MESSAGE FROM BILL GIBSON, PRESIDENT

It's a pleasure to report that our opera-
tion has been moving along smoothly despite
the loss of our UMass Continuing Education con-
nection. A good many volunteers among our
members have helped to make this transition an
easy one, and the Five Colleges office, especial-
ly Jean Stabell, has been most helpful. Thanks
to the generosity of Smith College, we'll be
moving in mid-August into our brand-new head-
quarters in the Field House there. (Right next
to the tennis courts, and familiar to many of
you from a membership meeting we held there last
Spring.) The person in charge of that office, on a part-time basis as
Coordinator of our Programs, will be one of our own: Eleanor Reid of
Granby. We'll have our own phone number: 585-3765. Eleanor will be
welcoming volunteers to help out in our new quarters.
All study groups for the Fall will operate as scheduled. Last I

looked, one of them (Gardens of Bright Images) was full with a waiting
list, and the others were filling up fast, so if you haven't signed up,
do it now.
At our next membership meeting, your Council plans to present a new

set of by-laws for your approval. You may recall that we've been
limping along with a version of Harvard's by-laws, but since we're
clearly different from Harvard (not to say better!), we need our own
set and you'll be asked to consider same.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

COUNCIL NOTES
There will be a general membership meeting on September 13th, at 9:30

a.m., at the Field House, Smith College. Coffee and donuts will be
served.

FIELD HOUSE OFFICE HOURS:
Office hours at the Field House will begin September 10th. Hours are

9:30 to Noon on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. The office will
be closed on Friday.



STUDY GROUP SCHEDULE
Fall, 1990

THE NEW DEAL IN RETROSPECT
Gerard Braunthal and Edward M. Lawton, Jr., Moderators

DATES: September 17 - December 3. MONDAY, 10:00 a.m. - Noon
LOCATION: 5-Colleges, Inc.

The group will study the causes, major events and political actors and
legacy of the New Deal. Assessment will include not only the roles
played by F.D.R. and his advisors but also the New Deal program's
effect on the masses.

TEXTS: Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1932 - 1940 by William
E. Leuchtenburg and Studs Terkel's Hard Times - as well as
participants' reminiscences.

THE "FREE" PRESS - RE-PRESSED?: A CONSIDERATION OF THE CONSTRAINTS ON
PUBLISHERS TODAY
Lee Beaty, Moderator

DATES: September 24 - November 26. Monday, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Faculty Club, UMass.

From Benjamin Franklin to Random House and Pantheon Press, publishers
have had to respond to pressures not only political but socio-cultural,
economic and religious - and to successive reinterpretations of the
First Amendment which these pressures have induced. Questions to be
considered are: Just how free is our "free" press? How free should it
be? Have recent pressures so intensified limitations that they amount
to "prior censorship?" These constraints will be investigated as they
affect content of textbooks, magazines and newspapers, library
holdings, etc.

TEXT: Aeropagitica by John Milton.

GARDENS OF BRIGHT IMAGES
Carl P. Swanson and Marjorie Kaufman, Moderaators

DATES: October 9 - December 11. Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. - Noon
LOCATION: Blanchard Student Center, Mt. Holyoke College

Every garden, whether planted, described in words, or painted, is a
cultural statement. At its best it is an art form, having an influence
well beyond its immediate boundaries. Beginning with the "original"
Garden of Eden, and examining Eastern Gardens - Japan, China and India
- as well as those of Europe - Italy, France and England - we will
inquire into their cultural bases, and how they evolved and became
expressed as the bright images of their time.

TEXTS: The History of Gardens by Christopher Phacker and The Garden of
Eden; The Botanic Garden and the Recreation of Paradise by John Prest.

ETHICAL ISSUES IN HEALTH CARE
Robert Gage, M.D., Moderator

DATES: October 2 - November 20. Tuesday, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.



LOCATION: Faculty Club, UMass.

Is there an ethical basis for asserting a right to health care? Should
there be limits to individual entitlements? To what extent may
entitlements be related to age, gender, social/economic status,
citizenship? Members of the study group will be encouraged to select
specific topics of greatest interest and prepare to lead the group in
discussion.

TEXT: What Kind of Life, by D. Callahan and readings from the Hastings
Center Reports and the current press.

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN 1990
Walker Gibson, Moderator

DATES: September 26 - November 28. Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. - Noon
LOCATION: Field House, Smith College

How do we feel about the current state of our language? Is it going to
pot or simply adapting to new circumstances? Or, is it fragmenting
into many "Englishes" that are growing apart?

TEXTS: The State of the Language, Christopher Ricks and Leonard
Michaels, editors and a collection of essays published in 1990.
Personal notebooks or journals to record current phrases and usage.

WHAT DOES IT ALL ADD UP TO; A LOOK AT YOUR OWN LIFE - AND OTHERS
AUTOBIOGRAPHY III
Priscilla Doloff and Jean Roetter, Moderators

DATES: October 10- November 28. Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Faculty Club, UMass.

Continuation of last spring's "Discerning Life's Patterns through
Autobiographical Writing." We will continue to examine our lives by
writing about them. In addition we will study the art of autobiography
by reading selected autobiographies and criticism of the form.
Newcomers are welcome.

THE RUSSIAN ROMANOVS: 1613 - 1917
Edgar Buck and Virginia Beal, Moderators

DATES: September 27 - December 1. Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to Noon.
LOCATION: Red Barn, Hampshire College

The history of Russia during three centuries of Romanov rule can supply
insights into the economic, ethnic, religious, military and territorial
problems of the modern Soviet Union. Participants will be expected to
report on one of the periods of Russian history, with freedom to
include special interest in the arts, literature, sciences,
architecture, society, or territorial acquisition under each
autocrat.

QUABBIN RESERVOIR - PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
Gould Ketchen, Moderator

DATES: September 20- November 8. Thursday, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.



LOCATION: Red Barn, Hampshire College

Research and discussion of the many aspects of Quabbin's origin, its
planning and construction, its current functions and status, and the
uncertainties of its future. Group interest will determine where we
will place particular emphasis.

TEXT: Bibliographical material on all phases of Quabbin as well as
oral histories and documentaries.

FIVE COLLEGE LEARNING IN RETIREMENT PROGRAM

STUDY GROUP REGISTRATION FORM

Name Telephone Date

Mailing Address:
Street City Zip_

Please indicate your first, second, and third study group choices in
priority order. Enrollment is done on, a space available basis and
every effort will be made to accomodate your preferences.

How many study groups do you want to take? [ ] 1 [ ] 2 [ ] 3

[ ] THE NEW DEAL IN RETROSPECT
[ ] THE "FREE" PRESS - RE-PRESSED?: A CONSIDERATION OF THE CONSTRAINTS

ON PUBLISHERS TODAY
[ ] THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN 1990
[ ] WHAT DOES IT ALL ADD UP TO: A LOOK AT YOUR OWN LIFE - AND OTHERS

AUTOBIOGRAPHY III
[ ] GARDENS OF BRIGHT IMAGES
[ ] ETHICAL ISSUES IN HEALTH CARE
[ ] THE RUSSIAN ROMANOVS: 1613 - 1917
[ ] QUABBIN RESERVOIR - PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

Please mail this form to the Five Colleges Center, P.O. BOX 740,
Amherst, MA 01002. Your membership application and fee should
accompany this form if you are not already a member. Membership fee is
$150 per year or $85 for half a year. Make check payable to: Five
Colleges, Inc., LIR Program.



CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
Enrollments for fall seminars have been coming in rapidly, according

to Marjorie Kaufman, chair of the Curriculum Committee. Almost every-
one has received his/her first choice, most also their second choices
(for those enthusiasts ready to tackle more than one seminar at a
time).
All eight seminars are booked sufficiently to guarantee their being

held. Several are already filled with waiting lists. Some openings
remained (in early August) in The "Free" Press - Re-Pressed and in The
New Deal in Retrospect, both focused on issues on the cutting edge of
the news.

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
At the LIR general meeting at the Red Barn in June, Bill Gibson

reminded us that the umbilical cord between LIR and the University of
Mass, has been severed, leaving us on our own to run the program as
well as perform all the support services. Therefore, we need to
broaden our membership by at least 20 new people. The committee
members feel that wider newspaper coverage of our activities will
encourage others to join LIR. Following an informal meeting
with a local reporter, we have preprared a brief LIR Fact Sheet. At a
glance, an editor or reporter can see the main thrust of the group and
its program.
We are planning to make personal contact with a number of local jour-

nalists, to arrange for the sending of notices and news releases to the
appropriate individual. We will also discuss ideas for feature
articles with them. If we can bring information to the public
regularly, this can only spread the word about the opportunities LIR
offers to seniors for the exercise of the mind.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Catherine Pitoniak, Chair of the Committee, wishes to extend a

welcome to our new members. We appreciate what you bring to our
group, your input enriches us all and your particular interests will
help expand our horizons.
REMINDER: Please pay your membership dues ($150 per year; $85 for a

half year). Send dues to the 5-College office address listed on the
enclosed Study Group Registration Form.

SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE
On September 6th, from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m., we will have a tour of the

Smith College Greenhouse and Gardens. Since parking is limited, we
suggest you park near the Field House. Rain date is September 13th,
same time.
On October 18th, from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m., at the 5-College Building,

Virginia Senders will show slides of her trip as a Witness for Peace in
Guatemala and Nicaragua. Since seating is limited, please call one
of the following to reserve a seat:

Jeanine Esselen 549-3605
Gladys Rapoport 536-8404
Sally Lawton 527-3579

The Special Events Committee welcomes two new members, Frances Sut-
liffe and Nicole Dunn.
Elizabeth Johnson will present a slide show on "Narrow Boating in

England" in November. Date and place will be announced at a later



date.

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
We plan to publish the next Newsletter in December. Deadline for

material should be submitted in typewritten form by November 20th.

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE TO HOLD SENIOR LUNCHEON LECTURES
Lectures designed to present historical and current issues of

interest to the local elder population will be held at Holyoke
Community College. The first series, featuring Richard C. Garvey,
Associate Publisher of the Union News and the Springfield Republican
will be held October 2nd. Registration is at 9:30 a.m. followed by the
lecture. Lunch follows at 1:00 p.m., cost $8.00. Call HCC at 538-
7000. ext. 346 for information.

PIONEER VALLEY CONCERT PREVIEWS WITH RONA ROTHENBERG
Classes centered around the Pioneer Valley Concerts will be held at

the Bangs Senior Center, Amherst, beginning October 4th. Registration
is $25 which includes substantially discounted tickets for the Pioneer
Valley Symphony orchestra concerts.


