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By the time you read this Newsletter, you will have received
(in your study groups) a draft of our proposed by-laws.
We've been pimping along fairly happily without any official
laws, but it's time we put our procedures into writing. At
our meeting on the 13th , I'll run through this draft with
you — briskly, let's hope — and of course you'll have an
opportunity to alter or amend. Then we'll take a vote on the
whole document and perhaps get ourselves constitutionalized.

Also on the 13th, Marjorie Kaufman should be able to give us
a preliminary report on our study groups for next spring. By
the time you read this, her deadline for receiving proposals
will have passed, but let's hope she'll have a bundle of pos-
sibilities for her committee to choose from. As Marjorie has
reminded us, the study groups are our whole reason for being,
and our state of prosperity (financial and intellectual) de-
pends entirely on a steady stream of fresh and vigorous
seminars.

After these chores on the 13th, we will have earned a reward:
our potluck lunch! As explained elsewhere in this news-
letter, our Special Events Committee has hit upon the happy
idea of a potluck lunch to follow the meeting at the Red
Barn, and I very much hope to see you all there. Bon
appetit!

Bill Gibson

REMINDER

There will be a general membership meeting on Thursday, De-
cember 13th, at 10:00 a.m. at the Red Barn, Hampshire
College. A potluck lunch will follow the meeting. Sign up
sheets for food have been circulating in the study groups.
If you have not yet signed up, please call Nicole Dunn at
549-6934.

ANNOUNCEMENT

We were saddened to learn of the death of Al Rodman on
November 20 at Cooley Dickinson Hospital. Al had been an



enthusiastic participant in LIR from its beginning, joining
in seminars on Leonard Bernstein, autobiographical writing,
the personal uses of myth and the modern political
novel. Before his retirement in 1985, he worked as a senior
researcher in the Astronomy Department at the University of
Massachusetts. Those wishing to contribute in Al's name to.an
LIR Memorial Scholarhip Fund, please send your donation to
Eleanor Reed at the Field House, Smith College, Northampton.
(Make check payable to Five College Inc, LIR, please).
Memorial gifts may also be made to the Unitarian Universalist
Society of Amherst.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Special Events Committee

A group of fortunate members were on hand on November 15 to
hear Betty Johnson on the subject of Narrow Boating in the
British Isles. Every September Betty takes a small group of
four to narrow boat down the canals once used to transport
coal. Earlier, coal was moved by caravans of some sixty
horses, each carrying 300 Ibs. A clever entrepreneur devised
the idea of building canals connecting rivers and using
narrow boats that could follow through narrow aqueducts and
carry three tons of coal. Betty has wonderful slides showing
these vessels going over aqueducts and through locks. If you
are thinking of barges or houseboats, you're way off base.
What you see is nothing short of enchanting. Betty has
offered to do a second showing on Tuesday, December 18th or
Tuesday, January 8th. See Betty at the membership meeting on
December 13th at the Red Barn.

Rosanne Soffer

Betty Johnson opens the
lock on an English
canal. A series of
narrow waterways allows
boaters to travel the
length and breadth cf
the British Isles.

VIRGINIA SENDERS GIVES SLIDE SHOW

In October a talk illustrated with 80 slides on Guatemala and
Nicaragua was presented by LIR member, Virginia Senders, who
had recently spent 18 days there. She went with a group of
twenty, organized under Witness for Peace.

Virginia described the experience as heartrending. The
vicious repression of the poor people, especially the native



Indians, seemed very strange in a country of such natural
grandeur and beauty.

Ths six days in Guatemala were her first visit to this
country which has a large Evangelical Protestant population
(40%) whose beginning dates from 1832. The focus of the
Evangelicals is other worldly, while the Catholics of
Guatemala are much more concerned with improving the lives of
the poor in the here and now.

For the next 12 days, Witness for Peace visited Nicaragua
which Virginia had visited twice before. This trip took the
group to the southeastern portion of the country where the
population consists of very independent cattle ranchers who
were never abused by Samoza. They resented the Sandanistas
policies of central planning and the draft. Many of the
young men escaped the draft and joined the Contras. This
anti-Sandanista point of view was very different from what
Virginia had previously found in other areas of Nicaragua.
Now, with the Contras disbanded and hopes for land and
educational reform which Violeta Chamorro has promised but
not delivered, there will probably be demonstrations against
her regime as ex-Contras and former Sandanistas find a common
cause.

Virginia plans to give the program again on January 7th at
Mt. Holyoke College. On the 15th she is off for two and a
half months, first to India to visit her son and then to a
retreat at Findhorn in Scotland. LIR wishes her a good trip
and we anticipate another interesting Special Event.

Publicity Committee

The present idea is to develop another flyer as soon as the
seminars for the spring session of LIR have been decided
upon. Multiple copies will be xeroxed and distributed in
public places for pick up by people who might not otherwwise
hear about LIR activities.

As the one and only member of the Publicity Committee I would
welcome another one or two people to consult and work with.
If you can help, please call Harriet Taylor at 253-2482.



STUDY GROUP REPORTS

Ethical Issues in Health Care

This study group was one of the highlights of this past
semester and was moderated by Dr. Robert Gage. At the fist
meeting, group members selected the major topics to be
discussed and pairing off, chose the topic they wished to
present to the group. Some of the subjects were: Decision
about Triage; Right to Die: Gene Therapy; Health Care Reform;
Transplants; Care of the Handicapped and the Mentally 111.

The discussions about Care of the Handicapped and the
Mentally 111 were particularly poignant because of the
personal involvement of several members of the group.

The text used was Daniel Callahan's, "What Kind of Life?"
The issues raised both in the book and in class discussion
are so current that articles from newspapers and periodcals
reinforced our understanding of how pressing this whole topic
is and how it affects all of us.

Nicole Dunn & Ellie Quint

Gardens of Bright Images

Addison wrote in the Spectator in 1727, "You must know, Sir,
that I look upon the Pleasure which we take in a Garden as
one of the most innocent Delights in humane Life. He goes on
to say, it gives us great insight into the Contrivance and
Wisdom of Providence and Suggest innumerable Subjects for
Meditation." All of the above applies to being the Gardens
of Bright Images. I stand in awe of the broad knowledge of
my classmates but not in fear. It was easy to turn to Bill
Gibson and get the spelling of Haiku, a form of poetry un-
known to me. I'm listening and learning not only about
literary references but also the historical, philosophical,
religious and artistic connections with our subject. How am
I doing? I'm hanging in there and definitely not bored.

Betty Johnson

The New Deal

The seminar on the New Deal has had a uniformly positive
experience during this term. We have had a different one of
ten committed members reporting every Monday on a subject he
or she selected at the first or second meeting in September,
each subject being part of the whole picture of the F.D.
Roosevelt New Deal. In every case the member reporting has
been interesting and worthy of our close attention. That
each reporter has stimulated perceptive questions from



his/her auditors is a sure indication of the beneficial
nature of the subjects covered, and the lively discussions
ensuing during the second hour and even at the coffee break
and after the noon termination hour are further proof of the
value of the course to the eager people participating in it.

Next term enough of those taking part now have requested a
continuation of the course, this time concentrating on the
foreign policy of the Roosevelt years to make a second course
possible.

We have covered this term: relief, recovery, and reform
agencies. Next term we move on to the menace of Fascism.,
Nazism, and Japanese imperialism and the American response to
those challenges, to a discussion of foreign trade, from 1932
to 1945, and the making of the United Nations.

Edward Lawton, Jr.

English Language in 1990

The verbal enthusiasts enrolled for the study of the English
Language in 1990 found themselves in the best conversations
in the Valley, or at least the best on Wednesday mornings.
Using a just-published anthology of essays and poems, members
of the group led us from serious consideration of English as
a world language, through lively and opinionated discussion
of racism and sexism in language, to a talk about and display
of advertising language. We even deliberated the most
egregious examples of doublespeak for the current year, and
were pleased when that association agreed with us that
President Bush should resist strongly the temptation to in-
dulge .

We traced the changed meanings of words (liberal was not
ALWAYS pejorative), argued over "man" and "waitperson",
worried about semantic racial misunderstandings, laughed at
the Marlboro Man, and laughed again, but ruefully, over the
women who could be in combat situations with the U.S. Army
but could not receive the combat badge because they were "ex-
cluded" . Still to come are sessions on language and social
change, and on common usage, both of which will generate more
good conversation.

Anne Keppler

The Free Press—Repressed?

The title of the study session was "The Free Press--
Repressed?" but our kind leader/moderator showed tolerance to
associated angles. Tolerant, humorous, gentle-guider, with
an impresive knowledge of everything in the world (and from
the right point of view) only partially describes Lee Beaty.
Obviously too, words and their sounds are important to her
and we have reason to suspect that she is a Miltonphile.
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The group was bright, hardworking, conscientious, with
sometimes surprising depths unostentatiously revealed. There
was also a light and appropriate mixture of humor and, of
course, manifest was the wisdom that comes with retirement as
evidenced by the approaches to the subject. Notable was the
variety of the presentations which included literature and
special references for the Government control of news talk
and color slides and pictures illustrating "The Pornography
Debate." Maybe each group should have a devil's advocate to
sharpen discussions. Certainly, in our group there was
almost an unanimity of opinion, maybe slightly less so at the
beginning than later.

Edgar Messing

Autobiographical Writing

We are now past the half-way point in the fall session. It
has been a most rewarding experience in more ways than one.
In the case of the writer, for example, who knew no one in
the group, it has meant the acquisition of fourteen new
friends.

It is, however, deeper than this, It has permitted our
participation in a tremendous variety of life experiences -
not experiences pulled out of a book, but from the lips and
pens of people we know. We have all read stories of the
tribulations of immigrants, with a strange language, getting
a job, finding a place to live, etc. Here we can feel it.
We have all lived through the depression, but now we can
know how it affected a friend. We might have thought we were
the only ones who had survived innumerable doses of Scott's
Emulsion, but no, there were others.

Despite the diversity to be found within our group, there are
certain common threads that strike one. First, there is a
sense of family and the support that the family supplies.
There may be the non-performing, or absent, parent - there
may be sibling jealousy or other problems, but the family
always seems to be a rock of security. Then there is the
pervasive influence of religion, deeply felt religion, that
is alive and well in the midst of this apparently secular
society.

One can't help but wonder how a group of fifteen people from
the same community can be so different and yet the same.

Hugh Bell

Quabbin

Did you know that Quabbin contains 400 billion gallons of
water in a lake 40 square mles in area, and the lake and
watershed form a reservation of 100 square miles? This and
much more the study group on Quabbin learned under the know-
ledgeable direction of Gould Ketchen, a member of the Board
of Friends of Quabbin Inc.
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Two visits to Quabbin enabled us to see first hand the former
mountain tops - now islands - which dot the lake, and to hear
of the construction of the reservoir and the destruction of
lives and whole communities which it caused. A visit to the
Swift River Historical Museum located in New Salem enabled us
to see artifacts which were preserved from the now submerged
farms, homes and villages.

One session, devoted to a slide show of old photos depicting
life in the villages was presented by former resident of
Greenwich Village, Walter King.

Not to be overlooked was the memorable film on the
reintroduction of the bald eagle to Quabbin and another film
depicting nesting loons (Quabbin is the only place in the
Commonwealth where loons nest.)

Lois Barnes, Oral Historian, Quabbin recounted her
experiences taping and interviewing former residents of the
Swift River Valley. A visit to the Quabbin Park Cemetary
gave one pause as we read the aging inscriptions on
tombstones moved from cemetaries now lying under water.

The course delighted the minds, eyes and hearts of its par-
ticipants .

Jackie Wisneski

THE ROMANOVS

The Romanov dynasty began in 1613 with the election of Mihail
as Tsar and Autocrat of All the Russias and ended in a bloody
revolution in 1917 which overthrew the reign of Nicholas II.
The foundations for tyranny and intrigue had been laid well
before this dynasty began. Fifteen Romanov tsars and four
tsarinas continued with despotic rule where brutality, secret
police, torture, murder, plotting and counter-plotting, exile
to Siberia were commonplace. There were a few brief
interludes of relative enlightenment and progress. The royal
family and their satraps lived lavishly, squandering the
resources of the nation for personal aggrandisement. The
country was further impoverished by the many wars fought in
defense of Russia and in conquest as the empire grew
substantially in size during this period of time. The great
masses of the people suffered terribly throughout most of
these reigns. The arts managed to get a foothold during the
18th century and flourished in the 19th. From this history,
we can see that the "communist" regimes were continuations of
former governments.

Thelma Isaacs

ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN 1990

If a rose is a rose is a rose, is a word, a word, a word?
After one week in "The English Language in 1990" you might
not be so sure. You already know that your grandchildren
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speak a language different from the one you learned in
school, but so do the British, the Canadians, the Australians
and many others--and we all call the language English.

Tracing the development of common words was revealing, and
subtleties no longer escape us. When is the last time you
hefted ' the OED? Challenges are hurled with much good humour
(England) and/or humor (United States) and each has his/her
say. Can it be two hours already? Time really does fly^when
you're having fun! (With apologies to the New York Times
Style Book)
' 2. Colloq. To prove or try the weight of by raising.

Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary.
^ 5. To seem to pass rapidly, as time. Idem.

Sam Freedman

AND BY THE WAY

Homesharing
Are you interested in home sharing? Any couple or single

woman, contact Vickery Hubbard, whose home is fifteen
minutes' walk from the center of the UMass. campus (ten
minutes from the School of Education). Tel. 549-0430.

Xmas Trees for Sale.
LIR member Betty Johnson is selling them in South Hadley at

the junction of Woodbridge and Pearl Streets. White spruce,
Norfolk spruce, Colorado blue spruce and Scotch pine. Most
are 6 feet and up. You pick them, we cut them. Prices range
from $20 to $55. Open on weekends, other times call 534-
7680.

More Trees for Sale
McLand-Stabell Tree Farm off Route 202 in New Salem. Open

daily 9 til dusk. A 10% discount to LIR members who show
their cards.

Bay Road Club Seeks Members
Madelyn McRae, Program Director of the Bay Road Club at
Hampshire College, would like LIR members interested in
joining the Club to contact her. Facilities for indoor
tennis, and inside walking are available. Fee charged.

Spring 1991 Seminar Proposals

As we go to press, the Curriculum Committee is at work
eavluating seminar proposals for this Spring. They include,
with their tentative titles:

- From Broadway to Hollywood and Vice-Versa (Showboat, West
Side Story, Les Miserables)

- Franklin D. Roosevelt's Foreign Policy, 1932 - 1945
- The Novels (at least four) of Jane Austen
- The Writings of Sylvia Townsend Warner
- Three Modern American Playwrights: Williams, Miller,



Hellman
- Autobiographies, or Memoirs
- The Next Twenty Years in the U.S.A., or The World of
Children's Children

- The Novelist as Social Critic, including the film, Dr.
Zhivago

- The American Home - A Sampling of Houses and Their Fur-
nishings, 1620 - 1920

- Enjoying the Play, from Euripides and Shakespeare to
Shepard and Fugard

Our December 13th meeting will provide an opportunity for us
to learn more about these proposals and to talk with many of
the moderators. Spring classes will begin to convene around
the middle of February; some will start in March.

Directory

With this issue of the newsletter, we begin a Directory of
locally based associations, clubs, and other organizations
(most non-profit) who offer a variety of museum visits and
other cultural activities that may interest many Five College
LIR members but are not widely known. We will add to this
list in succeeding issues; please feel free to send us
information about your favorite.

Friends of Art - Mount Holyoke College Art Gallery, South
Hadley, 01075. Phone: 538-2245.
Basic membership: $25.00. Includes
invitations, to opening receptions of
gallery exhibitions; newsletter and calendar
of local art events; opportunities, at least
twice a year, to join bus trips to New York
and Boston, especially in conjunction with
major exhibitions.

Springfield Library and Museum Association - Membership
Office, The Quadrangle, 220 State St.,
Springfield,, MA 01113. Basic membership:
$30.00. Includes invitations to all events,
discounts at the Museum Shops, discounts for
workshops and lecture series, quarterly
magazine, and opportunities to travel
regionally and internationally with informed
guides.



WHAT C O U N C I L C O N S I D E R E D at a recent meet ing

AL RODHAN AND THE LIR FUND — Many of you will have heard of the recent and
sudden death of Al Rodman, one of our most devoted and enthusiastic members.
His loss has prompted the Council to set up a special fund--THE LIR
FUND—quite apart from our regular accounts, to take care of the contingencies
and special problems that may arise in the future. The Council felt that this
is the sort of undertaking Al would appreciate. If you would like to contrib-
ute to this fund, mail your check to Five College LIR at our Field House
address. Indicate that you are making a contribution to The LIR Fund (tax-
deductible, by the way), and if you wish to add that you are doing so in Al
Rodman's memory, please do so. WG

PRIORITY REGISTRATION FOR SPRING TERM SEMINARS — Council has decided that
when information about the Spring Term curriculum offerings is announced in
December, registration will begin immediately, as follows:

FULL-YEAR LIR MEMBERS ($150) will be assured first choice of seminar
offerings if they register within five days of receipt of the seminar list-
ings. Registration is easy - simply phone in your seminar choices to the LIR
office Monday - Thursday, 9:30 am to noon. Phone: 585 3756.

ONE-TERM LIR MEMBERS ($85.00) may also phone in their choices, as above.
They will be officially registered, space permitting, in their first choice
seminars as soon as their checks for second term dues ($75) are received.

NEW MEMBERS, joining LIR for the first time, or RETURNING MEMBERS,,
rejoining after an absence, will be registered when their membership applica-
tions (if new members) and membership dues ($85) are received. Every effort
will be made to honor their first choices, but this cannot be guaranteed.

WAITING LISTS for over-subscribed seminars will be kept. Wait-listed
members will be notified when a vacancy occurs. Most seminars will be limited
to fifteen members.

As in the past, REGISTRATION WILL REMAIN OPEN until all seminars have
full enrollment. ER

ODDS AND ENDS

EVALUATION OF FALL TERM SEMINARS — Every member who participated in a Fall
Term seminar is requested to complete an Evaluation Form for each seminar
attended. The forms are being circulated either at the final meetings cf the
groups or by mail. Please return them, completed as honestly as is possible,
to the LIR office - anonymously if you wish. These evaluations are important
to moderators - who want and need your feedback - and to those responsible for
considering future seminar proposals.

PROPOSED BY-LAWS — Copies of the proposed LIR By-Laws, which will be consid-
ered at the December 13th Membership Meeting, are being distributed at the
final sessions of Fall Term seminars, or through the mail. We hope you will
be able to read the By-Laws in advance of the meeting, so that action can be
taken without delay.

RECENT PUBLICITY — A photographer from FIVE COLLEGE INK, a quarterly newslet-
ter, visited the English Language in the 1990's seminar in October. Two of
his pictures appear on the last page of the current issue - one of them incor-
rectly captioned. — A reporter from the NEWSWEEK bureau in Boston conducted
a lengthy phone interview about 5CLIR with our Coordinator in early October.
The story has not yet appeared.


