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CALENDAR 

MARCH 

 

 Thu 6 – Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein 584-3060, 

hedelste@crocker.com.  No need to register! 

 Thu 6 – Executive Committee meeting, 1:30-2:00 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Thu 6 – Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 7 – Special Program: Two Encore Presentations: Local Farms: Past, Present, and Future by 

Katy van Geel, 11:00 a.m.-noon, What Does the Future Hold for Agriculture? by Laura Cranshaw, 

noon-1:00 p.m., Applewood, 1 Spencer Drive, Amherst. Contacts: Larry Ambs 256-8324, 

ambs@umass.edu and Katy van Geel 230-3237, ktvangeel@gmail.com.  Open to the public. No 

need to register! 

 Fri 7, 14, 21 & 28 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Contact: Judith Pool, 

586-2190, jpool41@msn.com. 

 Thu 13 – Council meeting, 2:15-4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 14 – Special Program: Two Encore Presentations: Comte do Buffon by Nancy Frazier, 11:00 

a.m.-noon, Benjamin Franklin: Scientist and Statesman by Judith Moran, noon-1:00 p.m., 

Applewood, 1 Spencer Drive, Amherst. Contacts: Larry Ambs 256-8324, ambs@umass.edu and 

Katy van Geel 230-3237, ktvangeel@gmail.com.  Open to the public. No need to register! 

 Fri 14 – Special Program: Opera Prep with Peg Bedell, Massanet’s  Werther, 1:30-2:30 p.m., 

Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. Contact: Peg Bedell 

586-8661, peggotty25@gmail.com. No need to register!.  

 Thur 20 - Special Program: Finding Family Interest, 1:45 p.m., Dewey Hall, Smith College. 

Contact: Bobbie Reitt, 584-8779, redits@comcast.net. 

mailto:hedelste@crocker.com
mailto:ambs@umass.edu
mailto:ktvangeel@gmail.com
mailto:jpool41@msn.com
mailto:ambs@umass.edu
mailto:ktvangeel@gmail.com
mailto:peggotty25@gmail.com
mailto:redits@comcast.net
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 Thu 20 – Special Program: Science Roundtable, Epigenetics presented by Jesse Mager, 

Department of Veterinary and Animal Science at UMass, 2:00-3:30 p.m., Lathrop Community 

Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. Contacts: John Armstrong 549-9171, 

johna.armstrong@comcast.net and Dottie Rosenthal 230-3195, dottierose1@gmail.com. 

 Fri 21 – Special Program: Two Encore Presentations: How Obama Won: Predictive Analytics by 

Tyll van Gell, 11:00 a.m.-noon, Inequality by David Entin, noon-1:00 p.m., Applewood, 1 

Spencer Drive, Amherst. Contacts: Larry Ambs 256-8324, ambs@umass.edu and Katy van Geel 

230-3237, ktvangeel@gmail.com.  Open to the public. No need to register! 

 Thur 27 – Special Program: Travel Interest Group, Marybeth Bridegam will present The Silk 

Road, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. 

Contact: Joan Wofford 584-1330, joan@joanwofford.com. 

 Fri 28 – Special Program: Great Decisions: Food & Climate by Paul Wetzel, 9:30 a.m.-noon, 

Northampton Senior Center, 67 Conz Street, Northampton. Contact: Fran Volkmann 584-6641, 

franv@comcast.net. Open to the public. Tickets available at the door! 

 

First Day of Spring on Thursday, March 20
th 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 

5CLIR 25TH
 ANNIVERSARY GALA ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23RD 

5:30 p.m. at the Hadley Farms Meeting House 

PREVIEW OF SUMMER & FALL CATALOG ON SUNDAY, APRIL 27TH 

2:00–3:45 p.m. at the Smith College Campus Center (Carroll Room) 

mailto:johna.armstrong@comcast.net
mailto:dottierose1@gmail.com
mailto:ambs@umass.edu
mailto:ktvangeel@gmail.com
mailto:franv@comcast.net
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, CAROL JOLLY 

Change, though it’s a constant in our lives, is often a challenge. It’s so 

easy to get accustomed to comfortable patterns, familiar systems, 

standard approaches. But circumstances regularly give us 

opportunities to learn new ways and establish new norms and 

perhaps to discover that something different can be as good as, or 

even better than, the old. 

We will all have a chance to make that discovery as 5 College Learning 

in Retirement relocates its office.  With Mason Hall to be torn down in the late spring, Smith 

College has generously offered us new office space in Nielson Library.  The new space has the 

additional benefit of a comfortable lounge where we can socialize, hold small meetings, and have 

‘work-parties’ to prepare Preview packets or complete similar projects.  Although the date of the 

move is not yet certain, it may come before the end of this month.   

While not all our members have had occasion to visit the current office, those who have know that, 

even though it’s in the center of the Smith campus, it has the luxury of plentiful adjacent parking.  

We are still working with College staff to identify all the available locations for members and 

prospective members to park when visiting the new office.  Our plan is to widely distribute a map 

of parking options and to include it on the LIR web-site. 

You’ll be receiving all the details about our new location – and about the open houses we’ll be 

holding to introduce it to you – in the weeks ahead.  We hope you’ll find a time to familiarize 

yourself with the office and with the other amenities of Nielson Library that will be so readily 

accessible. 

Spring seminars are now underway and each of us is once again finding the pleasure of exploring a 

subject we don’t yet know much about.  Whatever topic you’re focusing on, do remember that 

every seminar is richer when all the participants join in the discussion and offer their 

perspectives.  Seminars often create the first opportunity for new members to meet one another 

and to connect with long-time members.  If you are one of those more seasoned members, do 

remember to contribute to the welcoming attitude for which we’re known by introducing yourself 

and offering assistance to newcomers.  Name tags are really helpful in this getting acquainted 

process. 

As always, our committees have done an outstanding job over the past few months.  The 

Winter/Summer Committee provided an array of fascinating outings that attracted a terrific cross-

section of our members.  And the Member Services Committee organized a lovely new member 

coffee to help us welcome those who’ve recently joined the organization.  Listening to our self-

introductions reminded me again of the diversity of work and life experiences we bring to LIR, 

thereby enriching our seminars and our social programs. 

Carol 
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5CLIR GALA UPDATE! 
25

th
 Anniversary Evening on Wednesday, April 23

rd
 

The 5CLIR Council has decided that in order to attract as many members as possible to the 25
th

 

Anniversary Gala on April 23, the price per dinner will be only $25-----for 25 years!   This decision 

means that our organization will be underwriting a considerable amount of the cost for the event.   Silver 

anniversaries do not occur that often, so to make this one truly special, Council has instigated a Silver 

Sustainer Status, completely voluntary, allowing for donations above and beyond the dinner price.  The 

hope is that this option will result in helping to defray the extra cost for this and any other anniversary 

year expenditures. 

The following form includes the details for the Gala.  Your check will be your reservation, due by April 

10.   You are welcome to bring a guest; simply note the number of dinners you are paying for.  As for 

dress, “Silvery Senior Special” may be interpreted any way you like, all the way from “dressier than the 

typical seminar garb” to “sequins and sparkles” to “silver haired seniors”! 

LIR’s Membership Services Committee, headed by Henia Lewin and Joan McKelvey, is working hard 

on details to enhance your enjoyment of the evening.  The Hadley Farms Meeting House, recently 

opened this past September, is an exciting and attractive new venue and offers easy parking in a very 

central Hadley location.  

As you enjoy the semester’s offerings, talk up the Gala and encourage your LIR friends, old and new, to 

come!  Happy Anniversary! 

Sheila Klem, 25th Anniversary Chair 
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5CLIR’S 25TH
 ANNIVERSARY GALA! 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2014 5:30 Social Hour with “Nibbles”  

 6:30 Sit-Down Dinner  

 Cash bar available throughout the event! 

HADLEY FARMS MEETING HOUSE 41 Russell Street (Route 9), Hadley, MA 

 Just over Coolidge Bridge, next to Hampton Inn 

DRESS “Silvery Senior Special!” 

DINNER CHOICES @ $25 Include Chef’s Choice of Fresh Vegetable, Salad,  

 Potato/Rice, Rolls, Dessert, Coffee/Tea 

 Tax and Tip included 

Chicken Marsala 

Petit Filet Beaujolais 

Pesto Salmon 

Wild Mushroom Ravioli 

 

PAYMENTS DUE BY THURSDAY, APRIL 10, PAYABLE TO “Five Colleges, Inc.” 

Send to: 5CLIR, 9 Mason Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA   01063 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 INDICATE CHOICE AND NUMBER OF DINNERS   

_______ CHICKEN @ $25 $ ________ 

_______ FILET @ $25 $ ________ 

_______ SALMON @ $25 $ ________ 

_______ RAVIOLI @ $25 $ ________ 

IN RECOGNITION OF OUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY, 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY VOLUNTARY DONATION  

AS A “SILVER SUSTAINER” $ ________ 

 TOTAL $ ________ 

 

5CLIR Member Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________ 
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE – EPIGENETICS 

 
Why are identical twins not exactly identical? Why does a pregnant woman’s smoking affect her 

offspring and even their offspring? Why does a single fertilized egg give rise to many different 

types of cells? These and many other questions are beginning to be answered by the relatively 

new field of epigenetics. Epigenetics refers to heritable changes that are not due to changes in the 

genetic code (DNA). In addition to the genes (known collectively as the genome), scientists are 

now beginning to talk about the epigenome.  

On Thursday, March 20, Jesse Mager, of the Department of Veterinary and Animal Science at 

UMass will speak to the Science Roundtable about epigenetics in mammals. His research shows 

that epigenetics can affect a fertilized egg even before it has implanted in the uterus, with lifelong 

consequences for the offspring. Professor Mager’s presentation will take place from 2:00 to 3:30 

p.m. at the Meeting House of Lathrop on Bridge Road in Northampton. 

 
All members of Five College Learning in Retirement are welcome to attend meetings of the Science 

Roundtable whether they have a science background or not. If you are not on our mailing list, 

please let us know so we can add you. We send out reminders of Science Roundtable sessions as 

well as suggested background readings on upcoming topics.  Contacts: John Armstrong, 

(johna.armstrong@comcast.net) or Dottie Rosenthal (dottierose1@gmail.com).
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LIR NEEDS YOU… TO MODERATE A SEMINAR 

Do you have a hobby that you’d like to talk about with others?  

Do you have a special interest that you’d like to share with other LIR members?   

Do you have an academic specialty that would enable you to lead discussions with LIR members 

with similar interests?   

Have you long wanted to gather a group of like-minded LIR members to learn about a topic that 

has always appealed to you? 

The Curriculum Committee needs you to tell us about a seminar you want to lead.  We’ll give you 

help, if you’ve never moderated a seminar before. 

Seminar proposals for Fall 2014 are due in the LIR office on or before April 1st 

Go to our 5CLIR website, click on 5CLIR Forms under Resources, find the form titled Online 

Seminar Proposal (if you want to send it in online) or Paper Seminar Proposal (if you want to print 

it out and mail it) and fill it in with your ideas, then hit SUBMIT or mail it to Liz in the office 

(Mason Hall, Room 9, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063). 

If you’ve ever thought about leading a seminar, please do contact Betsy Siersma 

(siersma@acad.umass.edu or 413-584-7053) or Marybeth Bridegam (marybeth@comcast.net or 

413-253-9562), Co-Chairs of the Curriculum Committee. 

 

 

http://5clir.org/seminar-proposal-2/
http://5clir.org/seminar-proposal-2/
https://5clir.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/seminar-proposal-form.pdf
mailto:siersma@acad.umass.edu
mailto:marybeth@comcast.net
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You are cordially invited to a 

PLANNING MEETING FOR 

POTENTIAL SEMINAR MODERATORS 

FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 2014, 

10:00-12:00 A.M., AT 

THE MEETING HOUSE, NORTHAMPTON LATHROP 

 

This meeting is intended for those 5CLIR members who have thought about offering a seminar 

and would welcome some assistance with its development. You are strongly urged to attend if 

you: 

 have the kernel of an idea for a potential seminar, but can use some help in putting it 

together; 

 have a plan for a seminar but must solve a particular knotty problem before it is polished 

and complete; 

 can use some help in thinking through the technology issues associated with your seminar 

idea; and/or 

 are interested in the possibility of a Co-Moderator with whom to share ideas and 

responsibilities 

 

Past and present moderators are encouraged to attend as well, but the major focus will be on 

those who have not previously moderated a 5CLIR seminar, are not sure whether their ideas are 

feasible, and would like assistance in developing those ideas into compelling and successful 

seminars. 

 

A group of experienced moderators will be on hand to brainstorm, discuss, and resolve problems 

individually and in small groups.  You need not register for this event; just bring your ideas and 

questions! 

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE 
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NEWS FROM THE OFFICE 
The office is a very busy place at the moment: helping everyone settle into their spring seminars; 

preparing the catalog for April’s Preview; assisting with the preparations for the Great Decisions 

events, the 25th Anniversary Gala, the 5CLIR – Road Scholar Northeast Regional Lifelong Learning 

Conference; and meeting with Smith College about the move. (The date is not yet set). The 5CLIR 

website now has two new features. First, under Resources: 5CLIR Documents there is now a 

category called Seminar Creations. Great Food Movies is currently listed and products of other 

seminars can be added as they become available. Second, the website now has a Bulletin Board; a 

place to post upcoming nonprofit events and volunteer opportunities. To receive an email each 

time something is posted, simply click the Follow button located on our Welcome page. Whether 

or not you choose to follow the postings, you will continue to receive the same notifications of all 

5CLIR related activities. 

ENCORE PRESENTATIONS IN MARCH 
Come enjoy our Friday programs based on some outstanding seminars. The Encore Presentation 

Series will be held in the first floor meeting room at Applewood (1 Spencer Drive, Amherst) this 

fall between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. and is open to the public. 

LOCAL FARMS: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

Katy van Geel 

March 7th, 11 am - noon 

This presentation is about local farming. I discuss Things Long Past, Things Past, Things Present, 

and Things Future, interspersed with interesting facts about people and places I discovered along 

the way. 

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR AGRICULTURE? 

Laura Cranshaw 

March 7th, noon – 1 pm 

Genetic modification of plants and animals has been a part of evolution since life on earth began. 

Genetic engineering is a technique developed by human beings to make specific modifications 

intentionally. This presentation is an attempt to present the methods, benefits and possible 

consequences of this technique as it is practiced today. 

COMTE DE BUFFON 

Nancy Frazier 

March 14th, 11 am - noon 

The Romantic era, rich in discovery and adventure, influenced scientists and artists who, in turn, 

influenced one another. Georges-Louis Leclerc, Comte de Buffon, a remarkable multi-disciplinary 

man known as the father of biology, inspired many of his scientific colleagues as well as poets and 

politicians, from Percy and Mary Shelley to Thomas Jefferson. 

http://5clir.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/great-food-movies4.pdf
http://5clir.org/
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: SCIENTIST AND STATESMAN 

Judith Moran 

March 14th, noon – 1 pm 

Of all the founding fathers, Benjamin Franklin has the unique distinction of having signed all three 

of the major documents that freed the colonies from British rule: the Declaration of Independence, 

the Treaty of Paris, and the Constitution.   However, it was his scientific work, especially the 

determination of the electrical nature of lightning, which established his fame in Europe, which in 

turn enabled him to secure French aid and money for the colonies and to serve as a major force in 

creating the Treaty of Paris that ended the Revolutionary War. 

HOW OBAMA WON: PREDICTIVE ANALYTICS 

MICROTARGETING ON STEROIDS 
Tyll van Geel 

March 21st, 11 am - noon 

A 21st-century presidential campaign is all about predictive analytics, a highly sophisticated 

statistical technique that has made it possible for campaigns to predict the voting behavior of 

virtually every individual voter and non-voter. Predictive analytics is leap years beyond 

sophisticated polling, such as the analytic approach to politics Nate Silver uses in his 

FiveThirtyEight column. 

INEQUALITY 
David Entin 

March 21st, noon - 1 pm 

How unequal is the distribution of wealth and income in the US? We will first look at the growing 

degree of inequality in the US and then comparisons with other developed countries and among 

individual states. Next, I’ll discuss why greater equality results in stronger and healthier societies, 

and offer suggestions of ways to address the problem of growing inequality in the US. 

FINDING FAMILY INTEREST GROUP 
The Finding Family Interest Group will meet at 1:45 p.m. on Thursday, March 20, in the Common 

Room in Dewey Hall at Smith. This will be a workshop session in which we all briefly describe our 

attempts—whether failed or successful—to get other family members interested in the family his-

tory. It’s not just a matter of finding ways to pass along the facts that we’ve unearthed; it’s also the 

challenge of eliciting important and accurate information from relatives who may find our digging 

into the past to be boring or even offensive. All members are welcome to join us. If you’re interest-

ed and have never met with us before, call or email Bobbie Reitt at redits@comcast or 584-8779 

for information and a parking permit. 
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5CLIR - METROPOLITAN OPERA LIVE IN HD - 2014 

We meet on Fridays, at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 1:30–2:30 p.m. A series of HD 

video productions of operas performed at the Metropolitan Opera will be shown at the Hadley 

Cinemark Theater on Saturday afternoons. Tickets should be purchased by 5CLIR members in 

advance. In preparation for seeing (and hearing) them, Peg Bedell will offer an introduction to 

each opera on the preceding Friday. Anyone interested may attend any session. For more 

information, contact Peg.                                                          

PREP DATE COMPOSER: OPERA LIVE DATE TIME ENCORE DATE TIME LENGTH 

March 14 Massenet: WERTHER March 15 12:55 March 19 6:30 3:00 

April 4 Puccini: LA BOHEME April 5 12:55 April  9 6:30 3:05 

April 25 Mozart: COSI FAN TUTTE April 26 12:55 April 30 6:30 3:45 

May 9 Rossini: LA CENERENTOLA May 10 12:55 May 14 6:30 3:25 

 

Prep:  Peg Bedell, Fridays, Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1:30-2:30 

Live in HD: Cinemark, Hadley, Saturdays at 12:55 with one exception, PRINCE IGOR, at 12:00 

Encores:  Cinemark, Hadley, Wednesdays at 6:30 

NOTE: This year, there are shorter intervals between Live and Encore showings. 

 

 

 

 



5CLIR Reporter March 2014 

[13] 

 

GREAT DECISIONS TO BEGIN AT THE END OF MARCH 
Great Decisions events take place on Friday mornings between 9:30 am and noon at the North-

ampton Senior Center. This year’s topics (chosen from a member survey) are: 

 Food and Climate with Paul Wetzel on March 28 

 Energy Independence with Regina Spector on April 4 

 China’s Foreign Policy with Kate Hartford on April 11 

 Islamic Awakening with Philip Khoury on April 18 

 Turkey’s Challenges with Hasan Kosebalaban on April 25 

For more details or to order tickets online, please visit the Great Decisions page of our website at 

5clir.org/great-decisions-2014. 

 

TRAVEL GROUP 
The Travel Interest Group's Feb. 27th meeting at the Lathrop Northampton Meeting House was 

well attended by some 32 people, 10 of whom were Lathrop residents who were pleased to be 

invited to attend.  They heard an interesting presentation by Peter Van Pelt on A Landmark Trust 

Visit to England and Joan Davis on A Walking Trip with Camels in Northern Kenya.  Refreshments 

not only included cheese, crackers, cookies, and fruit but also hot chocolate, very welcome on a 

cold and snowy afternoon. On March 27, we will have a double presentation by Marybeth 

Bridegam on exploring The Silk Road, and on April 24, Sue Gerstle will present a program based 

on her trip to Viet Nam and Joan Wofford on a trip to Tunisia. Contact Joan Wofford 

(joan@joanwofford.com) or 413-584-1330. 

http://www.5clir.org/great-decisions-2014
mailto:joan@joanwofford.com
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TRAVEL GROUP PHOTOS OF LUGGA BY JOAN DAVIS 
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NEW MEMBER COFFEE PHOTOS BY HENNY LEWIN 
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LEGISLATOR FORUM PHOTOS BY KATY VAN GEEL 
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5CLIR CALENDAR 2014 

 

January             2 Memorial Program, Amherst College Alumni House, 10 a.m. – noon  

    3 Snow date for Memorial Program, same time and place  

   No Executive Committee meeting 

   No Curriculum Committee meeting 

   No Council meeting 

 

February   6 Executive Committee Meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                             6 Curriculum Committee Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  13 Council Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  14  New Members Coffee, 10:00–12:00 noon, Northampton Lathrop  

  24 First day of spring semester seminars 

 

March    6 Executive Committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc., HQ 

    6         Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc, HQ 

  13 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  21        Meeting for Potential Moderators: Location & time TBA   

 

April    1 Deadline for proposals for fall semester 2014 

    3 Executive Committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

    3         Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  10 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  20 Member Social Event (time and location(s) to be determined) 

  27 Fall Preview/Annual Meeting, Carroll Room, Smith College Campus Center,  

   2:00–3:45 p.m. 

 

May    1 Executive committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

    1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

    1 Last day of spring semester seminars (last snow date: 9 May) 

    8 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ

  19 Close of registration for inclusion in any lottery for fall 2014 seminars 

  26 Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars 

 

June   5 Executive committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                            5 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ

             12 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 
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5CLIR OFFICERS 
2013 - 2014 

 

President: Carol Jolly 

Vice-President: Michael Greenebaum 

Past-President: Jim Harvey 

Secretary: Ellen Peck 

Treasurer: Betsy Loughran 

Assistant Treasurer: Susan Beer 
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