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WELCOME
Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of Western Massachusetts.
It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by Amherst College,
Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst. It is an affiliate of the Elderhostel Information Network.
The Programs
Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars are offered. These seminars are coordinated
by members and are different every session. Peer-led seminars and workshops are the core
activities of Five College Learning in Retirement and are designed to engage the active learner.
In addition to the seminars, we offer a set of special programs and a series of presentations called
Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum open to the public
to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts.
Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our
summer, winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities
and interests with other members.
The Membership
Our members are a group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields of
interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share
the knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced.
Brief History
The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty five years ago at the New School for
Social Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs,
such organizations are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established
of the many LLIs around the country and one of the more autonomous.
How to Join
Just complete a membership application form (online or with this catalog) and mail your check to
5CLIR, 9 Mason Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063.
Cost
$225
$135
$90
$90

Type
Full Year
Spring Semester
Trial Semester (One Time Only)
Associate (For Prior Full Year Members)

Benefits
All programs and privileges
All programs and privileges
No voting rights or first time priority
Only special programs, mailings and committees

Assistance Fund: The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to
everyone. It is funded by generous donations from fellow members.
3

5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2014

TABLE OF CONTENTS
A NOTE FROM THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE ...................................................................................... 6
SEMINAR REGISTRATION PROCEDURES ................................................................................................... 7
SUMMARY OF SEMINARS – SPRING SEMESTER 2014 ................................................................................. 8
AMERICA IN THE 1920’S...................................................................................................................... 10
“ART AND NATURE THUS ALLIED”*: THE CULTURAL ARTS OF JAPAN........................................ 11
ART MUSEUMS SERVING AUDIENCES: ARE THEY SUCCEEDING? ................................................. 12
THE ARTS AND CRAFTS MOVEMENT IN AMERICA, 1876-1916 ........................................................ 13
BASIC DRAWING................................................................................................................................ 14
BEAMS OF LIGHT, BOXES OF GRASS, STEEL CAGES: ....................................................................... 15
BRIDGES OF THE WORLD .................................................................................................................. 16
BENJAMIN BRITTEN AND ENGLISH POETRY.................................................................................... 17
DEMOCRACY EMERGING ................................................................................................................... 18
EXTREME LIFE .................................................................................................................................... 19
LINCOLN: THE MOVIE, THE MAN AND THE TIMES ........................................................................ 20
MARGARET MEAD ............................................................................................................................. 21
MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES ...................................................................................................... 22
MODERN TURKEY .............................................................................................................................. 23
THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE: 1300-1923 .................................................................................................... 24
POETRY OUT LOUD: FROM JABBERWOCKY TO THE BALLOON MAN ............................................ 25
RIPPLES AND WAVES OF THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR .............................................................. 26
SEXOLOGY IN OUR TIMES ................................................................................................................ 27
SPECIAL DIETS: GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER .................................................................... 28
TWO MASTERPIECES BY PHILIP ROTH............................................................................................. 29
URBAN AMERICANS IN THE GILDED AGE........................................................................................ 30
WHAT MAKES US HUMAN? ............................................................................................................. 31
WRITING TO REMEMBER (BLUE SECTION)...................................................................................... 32
WRITING TO REMEMBER (RED SECTION) ....................................................................................... 33
SPECIAL PROGRAMS ................................................................................................................................. 34
BOOK INTEREST GROUP .................................................................................................................... 34
CONVERSATIONAL ITALIAN ............................................................................................................. 34
4

5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2014
DINE AROUND ................................................................................................................................... 35
FINDING FAMILY ............................................................................................................................... 35
FRENCH CONVERSATION .................................................................................................................. 35
FRIDAY LECTURES & ENCORE PRESENTATIONS ............................................................................. 35
MUSIC GROUP ................................................................................................................................... 36
OPERA PREPARATION ........................................................................................................................ 36
SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE ..................................................................................................................... 36
TRAVEL INTEREST GROUP ................................................................................................................ 36
VIEWPOINTS ...................................................................................................................................... 37
WRITE YOUR OWN OBITUARY ........................................................................................................ 37
OTHER NEW IDEAS? .......................................................................................................................... 37
WINTER PROGRAMS ................................................................................................................................ 38
WINTER PROGRAM SCHEDULE: JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 2014 ................................................................ 38
MEMORIAL PROGRAM ....................................................................................................................... 39
LET’S PLAY! ........................................................................................................................................ 39
BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL.................................................................................................................... 39
ARS CANTORUM ................................................................................................................................ 40
LES M ISÉRABLES................................................................................................................................. 40
TOXI ................................................................................................................................................... 41
LEARN TO PLAY MAH-JONGG .......................................................................................................... 42
LEGISLATORS FORUM ........................................................................................................................ 42
FIVE COLLEGE OPERA: STREET SCENE ............................................................................................. 43
MEMBERSHIP FORM ................................................................................................................................. 44
SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM – SPRING 2014 ..................................................................................... 45
WINTER PROGRAMS REGISTRATION FORM .......................................................................................... 46
GREAT DECISIONS ................................................................................................................................... 47

5

5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2014

A NOTE FROM THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
To the Members and Prospective Members of Five College Learning in Retirement:
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this
catalog of seminars for the spring 2014 term. Committee members and seminar moderators have
worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we believe reflects our
members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that you find among these
offerings seminars that excite and challenge both heart and mind.
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and their success
depends on the quality of each member’s participation. In seminars, each participant is
responsible for researching and making at least one presentation and for taking an active part in
all discussions. In workshops, participants engage in active learning, often through hands-on
activities that may be paired with presentations.
5CLIR has an extensive inventory of audio/visual equipment that members may reserve to use in
their seminar presentations. Any expenses such as texts, DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic
supplies are the responsibility of the participants.
Participants may sign up for as many seminars/workshops as they wish. Please review the
schedule to ensure you do not register for 2 seminars held at the same time.
The Committee would like to thank the members who have volunteered to moderate the 24
seminars to be offered in the spring. Without their creativity and dedication, we would not have
the high quality choices that you find in these pages.
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SEMINAR REGISTRATION PROCEDURES
Important Information about Seminars
Registration
Although you may register for seminars right up to the start of the semester, if you wish to ensure
a place, or to be included in a possible lottery, you need to register early! (See below.)
For Lotteried Seminars Only:
To be included in a lottery (if one is needed for your first-choice seminar): your registration must
be received in the office by 9:00 am on Friday, December 13th.







The Lottery is held in mid-December.…………NO phone registrations will be taken!
Only your first choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices
will also be lotteried, sequentially.
When a seminar is oversubscribed, a lottery determines who will be admitted.
Seminar confirmations will be mailed out during the weeks following the lottery;
confirmations for registrations received after the lottery will be mailed as they are received.
No prerequisites for any seminar. Enrollment is on a space-available basis.
Any change in registration must be reported to the office promptly…please!
If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar or a total of four sessions for
discretionary reasons, such as vacation, travel, etc., please do not sign up for that seminar.

Scheduling and Location



Seminars begin during the week of February 24th and run weekly for 10 sessions, unless
specified otherwise. An extra week has been scheduled at the end to make up for a snow day.
Unless specified otherwise, morning seminars meet from 10:00 am until noon, afternoon
seminars from 1:30–3:30 pm, on Monday and Wednesday; Tuesday seminars meet 9:30–11:30
am and 2:00–4:00 pm; Thursday seminars meet 9:30–11:30 am. No afternoon sessions on
Thursdays; no seminars on Fridays. Please check the catalog, since some seminars have
earlier or slightly later start times.

Withdrawals and Absences



People who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the office of an
emergency will be dropped from the seminar and replaced with people on the waiting list.
If you must withdraw from a seminar for health or other pressing personal reasons, please
report this to the office immediately, (413) 585-3756. Someone else may use your place.

Because a large number of withdrawals cause inconvenience to moderators and participants,
please select seminars carefully so as to minimize withdrawals. If you are going to miss a
session, please notify the moderator as early as you can.

7

5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2014

SUMMARY OF SEMINARS – SPRING SEMESTER 2014
February 24 th – May 2 nd (May 9 th , last snow date)
Monday Mornings (10:00 am –noon unless otherwise specified)
The Arts & Crafts Movement in America, 1876-1916 – Emily Hurn & Arnold Friedmann – Smith
College: Room 308, Lilly Hall (Smith School for Social Work), corner of Green Street and West
Street [NOTE: no seminar April 7]
Democracy Emerging – George Snook & Hy Edelstein – Smith College: Dewey Hall, Common Room
[NOTE: seminar meets 9:30–11:30]
Modern Turkey – Jim Harvey & Johan Brongers – UMass: Transit Facility, north end
Commonwealth Avenue, on right, before Governor’s Drive
What Makes Us Human – John Olson – Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary, 127 Combs Road, Easthampton
[NOTE: seminar meets 9:30–11:30]
Monday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)
America in the 1920’s – Rich Szlosek – Smith College: Lilly Hall, Room 308
[NOTE: no seminar April 7]
Basic Drawing – Madeleine Fay – Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 525 South Pleasant Street,
Amherst (Route 116), [NOTE: no seminar April 21]
Benjamin Britten and English Poetry – Michael Greenbaum – Easthampton Lathrop, Mount Tom
Room, 100 Bassett Brook Drive
Extreme Life – Dottie Rosenthal – Applewood at Amherst, 1st floor meeting room, One Spencer
Drive [NOTE: please park on Spencer Drive, not in parking lot!]
Writing to Remember (Blue Section) – Henny Lewin & Steffi Schamess – Lilly Library, 19 Meadow
Street, Florence
Tuesday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)
“Art and Nature Thus Allied”: The Cultural Arts of Japan – Judith Bruder & Laura Cranshaw –
Northampton Lathrop, The Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road)
Ripples and Waves of the Spanish American War – Charlie Klem – Amherst Media, 246 College
Street (Route 9, towards Belchertown) [NOTE: seminar meets 10:15–12:15]
Urban Americans in the Gilded Age – Larry Ambs & Dean Poli – UMass: Transit Facility, north end
Commonwealth Avenue, on right, before Governor’s Drive
8
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Tuesday Afternoons (2:00–4:00 pm unless otherwise specified)
Bridges of the World – Gail & John Gaustad – Applewood at Amherst, 1st floor meeting room, One
Spencer Drive [Note: seminar meets 1:30–3:30; please park on Spencer Drive, not in parking lot!]
Wednesday Mornings (10:00 am–noon unless otherwise specified)
Art Museums Serving Audiences – Suzannah Fabing – Smith College: Lilly Hall, Room 308 [NOTE:
weeks 2, 4, 6 and 8 will be all day on the road]
Margaret Mead – Joel Halpern & June Guild – Applewood at Amherst, 1st floor meeting room, One
Spencer Drive [NOTE: please park on Spencer Dr., not in car park!]
Sexology in Our Times – Ina Luadtke – Amherst Media, 246 College Street (Route 9, towards
Belchertown) [NOTE: seminar meets 10:15–12:15; 8 week seminar; begins March 12]
Special Diets: Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner – Katy van Geel – Seminar meets in participants’
homes
Wednesday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)
Beams of Light – Ellen Kosmer & Betsy Siersma – Loomis Retirement Village, 3rd floor conference
room, 246 North Main Street, South Hadley (off Route 116)
Mental Health Challenges – Betsy Loughran and Bonnie Strickland – Amherst Woman’s Club, “The
Dining Room”, 35 Triangle Street
Poetry Out Loud: From Jabberwocky to the Balloon Man – Katharine Hazen –Rockridge Retirement
Community, The Library, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton [Note: seminar meets 2:00–4:00]
Two Masterpieces by Philip Roth – Gerald Goldman – National Yiddish Book Center, 1021 West
Street, Amherst
Thursday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)
Lincoln: The Man, the Movie and the Times – Chuck Gillies & Bob Romer – Smith College: Dewey
Hall, Common Room
The Ottoman Empire: 1300-1923 – Joan Wofford – Northampton Lathrop, The Meeting House, 1
Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road)
Writing to Remember (Red section) – Zina Tillona & Ellen Peck – Grace Episcopal Church (in the
“Connector,” the new addition), 14 Boltwood Avenue (by The Commons), Amherst
NOTE: Every seminar has space reserved for an 11th week which may or may not be used to
compensate for a snow day or a holiday that falls on a day the seminar usually meets. There are no
seminars on Thursday afternoons or Fridays.
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AMERICA IN THE 1920’S
Moderator: Rich Szlosek
Role of participants: Each seminar member will prepare and present a thirty minute
report and lead the subsequent 20 minute discussion.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16
Time: Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Place: Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308
Parking: You will be issued a Smith College campus parking permit
This seminar will examine the political history, literature and changing social
mores of the United States in the 1920's as the nation suddenly found itself a
world power on the international stage.
The 1920's! Were they really the "cat's pajamas"? This is the decade of many names: the Jazz Age,
the Roaring Twenties, the Age of Prohibition and Coolidge Prosperity. Hemlines went up and bank
accounts fattened. We will begin with Warren Harding in 1920 and end with Herbert Hoover in
1929. In between we will talk about prohibition, the evangelists, the "ex-pats" in Paris, the Harlem
Renaissance, the changing role of women in politics and society and the growth of both Hollywood
and the radio industry. This class might be the "bee's knees."
Format: Readings and discussion.
Resources: Each member will locate their own source material but Only Yesterday by Frederick
Lewis Allen is a useful overview.
The Moderators: Rich Szlosek is a retired attorney who has had a life-long interest in American
politics and literature.
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“ART AND NATURE THUS ALLIED”*: THE CULTURAL ARTS OF JAPAN
Moderators: Judith Bruder and Laura Cranshaw
Role of participants: This seminar aims to offer participants the opportunity, beyond
research and reading, to explore and participate in various Japanese “ways” of art. Each
participant will choose a project to explore. Possibilities include field trips, videos, and
even demonstrations, in addition to research presentations.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 14
Time: Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30 am
Place: Northampton Lathrop, 1 Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road)
Parking: Ample parking on site
In contrast to Western culture, where Art and Natur e stand as opposites, in Japan
the two are wed in a seamless marriage. This union forms a distinctive Japanese
aesthetic which we easily recognize, but don’t necessarily understand.
Many of us have some familiarity with various “Ways” or procedures of Japanese art: Chado, the
Way of Tea; Shodo, the Way of Calligraphy; Budo, the Way of Martial Arts. Then there is Ikebana
(Flower Arranging), and such other characteristic “ways” as pottery, dance, theater, film, music,
art, architecture, gardens, even the art of Kimono!
The goal of each of these arts is a formal aesthetic which nevertheless seems effortless and
“natural”. Freedom, the Japanese artist believes, is to be achieved in following rules, not breaking
them. And participation is the goal: art is meant not simply to be seen, but as much as possible, to
be experienced and practiced.
Format: See role of participants above.
Resources: Every one of the Five Colleges offers studies in the arts of Japan, and our population
is a cosmopolitan one. The Pioneer Valley is rich in resources: Japanese studies at each of the Five
Colleges, as well as ample visual material on YouTube and the Internet. There are Japanese
gardens at Smith and Amherst, a tea room at Mount Holyoke, superb art collections at the Mead
Museum and at Boston’s MFA.
The Moderators: Judith Bruder, who never succeeded in mastering the language in her many
years of study, managed to learn a great deal else about Japan in the process. Laura Cranshaw,
whose delight in seminars is in discovery, has led many seminars sharing that delight with others.
*W.S. Gilbert, The Mikado
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ART MUSEUMS SERVING AUDIENCES: ARE THEY SUCCEEDING?
Moderator: Suzannah Fabing
Role of participants: Four participants will prepare reports introducing the museums
we will visit. Four will lead class discussions after the visits, and four will draft sections
of the Guide. At the end of the semester, the e ntire class will edit this draft and bring it
to final form.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 12
Time: Wednesdays (all day)
Place: Smith College, Dewey Hall, Common Room [Please note: the seminar will meet in
a standard LIR 10 am-noon time slot only in some weeks (beginning with the first week
and including weeks 3, 5, 7, 9 and 10). In the other four weeks (2, 4, 6, 8), we will be on
the road and will not require a meeting room. ]
Parking: You will be issued a Smith campus parking permit
Examine and assess how successfully four art museums serve their audiences
This seminar examines the ways today’s art museums attempt to serve their audiences. Through
four day-long field trips to art museums within a 2 ½ hour radius of Northampton the class will
evaluate the strategies these institutions pursue and decide how successful they are. We will be
looking at the museums through four lenses: how permanent collections and temporary
exhibitions are presented; interpretive strategies; how museums communicate about the material
condition of and stories behind the works of art they display; and the amenities they provide for
their visitors. In the process, we will come to understand how art museums operate, and we’ll see
a lot of terrific art. No previous knowledge of art history is required.
Field trips will alternate with classroom sessions (of standard LIR length) in which we’ll learn how
museums frame the challenge of serving the public. We will discuss each museum in class after
our visit and evaluate its success. The class will then produce a senior-oriented guide to these
museums, which will be made available online to LIR members.
Format: Class discussion and presentations (five or six sessions), alternating with four day-long field
trips.
Resources: Participants will vote before the class begins on the museums to be visited.
Possibilities include the Wadsworth Atheneum (Hartford), Rhode Island School of Design Museum
(Providence), MassMoCA (North Adams), Museum of Fine Arts (Boston), Worcester Art Museum,
Yale University Art Gallery (New Haven), Dia: Beacon (Beacon, NY), Peabody-Essex Museum
(Salem), and others that seminar members may propose. The moderator will suggest a few short
basic readings to introduce the metrics we will use and will provide a starter bibliography on the
individual museums chosen. Assessing the museum’s online presence will be a component of our
evaluation. The most important resource will be our own informed observations.
The moderator: Suzannah Fabing enjoyed a 40-year career in art museums, which included
serving as Deputy Director of the Fogg Art Museum at Harvard University, Managing Curator at
the National Gallery of Art in Washington, and Director of the Smith College Museum of Art.
12
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THE ARTS AND CRAFTS MOVEMENT IN AMERICA, 1876-1916
Moderator: Emily Hurn & Arnold Friedmann
Role of participants: Presentation on one of the topics provided or one selected in
discussion with the moderators.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Mondays, 10 am-noon [Please note: No seminar April 7]
Place: Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308
Parking: You will be issued a Smith campus parking permit
Exploration of the Arts and Crafts Movement in America, including residential
architecture, home furnishings such as pottery, glass, and tile; some biographical
material about important artists and architects; some discussion of the social
aspects of the movement; possible field trip to appropriate buildings.
Frank Lloyd Wright, Louis Tiffany, and Gustav Stickley are but a few of the stars in the galaxy of
innovative architects and artists who flourished in the American Arts and Crafts Movement, which
dominated art and architecture between about 1876 and the first two decades of the 1900s. If you
like bungalows and prairie houses, stained glass, handmade pottery, and mission furniture and
woodwork, you will enjoy this seminar, where we will take a close look at American Arts and
Crafts residential architecture and home furnishings and touch on the social movement behind the
arts. Our Valley has a large number of bungalows and bungalow-inspired examples (prairie houses
are more popular in the Midwest and mission-style bungalows in the southwest); learn to
recognize them in their varied and sometimes unusual forms.
Seminar members will choose from a list of topics provided by the moderators but would be able
to select another topic in discussion with the moderators. We are hoping to present a rounded
look at the movement, including not just the art but also some of the artists’ lives and the society
they lived in.
Each seminar member will present a 20-25 minute talk and afterward lead a discussion. Clearly,
this is a highly visual topic, and we expect to have good technical support, including the use of a
docu-camera, which bypasses computer images and requires only printed images.
Format: Discussion and visuals
Resources: Resources abound on the Internet.
The moderators: Arnold Friedmann has moderated a large number of seminars, several of
which have pertained to art. As an interior designer, he will be an excellent resource for
participants to call on. Emily Hurn has moderated and co-moderated two seminars; she brings to
this seminar a lifetime of interest in architecture and interior decoration.
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BASIC DRAWING
Moderator: Madeleine Fay
Role of participants: Participants will need to supply a pad of paper (inexpensive
newsprint pads are available at any art supply store). The paper should be at least 12” x
18” but ideally 18” x 24”. Also needed is a drawing implement such as a soft lead pencil
2B up to 6B, or a charcoal pencil or conte crayon. Erasers should be used sparingly and
only at the very end of the drawing.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 10
Time: Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Place: Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 525 South Pleasant Street, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
Participants will learn the basics of drawing and observing, beginning with
simple forms and moving onto basic still lives.
This is a relaxing workshop for people who have had a desire to draw but have never really
attempted to because of lack of time, confidence, or for other reasons. Our goal is to draw what we
see in front of us rather than any preconceived notions of what the objects are. We will start with
simple forms such as spheres, cones, and rectangular boxes and progress to simple still lives. All
any participant needs is a pencil, paper, and a true desire to see.
Format: Workshop.
Resources: Optional reading is Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain by Betty Edwards.
The moderator: Madeleine Fay has always loved art. She had taken many art classes throughout
her life. She has shown her work in various art shows and participates every year in open studio
weekend in Vermont. She organizes an art group at a community center in Mount Holly, Vermont.
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BEAMS OF LIGHT, BOXES OF GRASS, STEEL CAGES:
WHAT IS ART COMING TO?
Moderator: Ellen Kosmer and Betsy Siersma
Role of participants: Choose an artist on whom to prepare a short (10 -minute)
introduction and then lead discussion.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16
Time: Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Place: Loomis Village, 3 rd Floor Conference Room, South Hadley (off Route 116)
Parking: Ample parking on site
Contemporary art, late 20 th century to the present
Have you ever wandered into a gallery or museum and been confronted with a space punctuated
by steel rods with strange music surrounding you, or as you walked down a city street noticed
sayings stenciled on the sidewalk? You may have had a chance encounter with a modern art form
that is designed for a particular place, often ephemeral and frequently puzzling to the observer.
In this seminar we will explore the mysteries and meaning of this type of contemporary art that
cannot be bought or sold, or hung on a wall but is meant to be experienced in the space or place
for which it was designed. These artists often incorporate natural materials, music, sound and
video in their work. This art is often meant to be fun and to make us look at our world in a fresh
and new way.
This seminar will be more about looking and discussing than reading and formal reporting. Do not
fear the dreaded PowerPoint; there are other ways of viewing visual material that do not require
technological expertise, such as the old-fashioned illustrated book. We may do a field trip to a
gallery or art event, depending on what will be available in the fall.
You need not have any background in the arts to be a part of this seminar and to join the
discussion and attempt to answer the question of “What are these artists up to anyway?”
Some artists who create this type of work:
Christo, The Gates in Central Park
Andy Goldsworthy, Stone wall at Storm
King, NY
Smithson, the Spiral Jetty in the Great Salt
Lake
…and we will discover some local examples

Louise Bourgeois, fabric works
Dan Flavin, light constructions
Bill Viola, video
Ai Weiwei, Chinese dissident artist

Format: Discussion.
Resources: No text, but a list of resources, books and web sites will be provided.
The Moderators: Ellen Kosmer is an art historian and also works in mixed media. Betsy Siersma
is a museum curator and administrator.
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BRIDGES OF THE WORLD
Moderators: Gail and John Gaustad
Role of participants: Investigate some topic related to bridges and prepare a short (30
minute) presentation, and lead the following discussion (20 minutes). A list of possible
topics will be given out at the Preview. At the last session, participants will be invited
to share photographs of bridges they have visited.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Tuesdays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Place: Applewood at Amherst, 1 st floor meeting room, One Spencer Drive
Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on Spencer Drive, not in parking lot !
Bridge types; bridge construction; famous bridges; famous bridge designers;
bridge disasters; influence of bridges on culture, commerce, and history; bridge
itineraries for tourists.
Bridges connect the here and there. Their presence unites communities and nations, and supports
communication and commerce; their absence perpetuates cultural differences as well as physical
isolation. For both historical and practical reasons, bridges differ in design and construction. Like
large buildings, many bridges express the esthetic tastes of their age. In this seminar we will
explore as many topics related to bridges as time and interests of the participants allow.
Format: Standard format of presentations followed by general discussion.
Resources: It is recommended that participants read the first section of David Macaulay's book
Building Big, cheaply available ($1 plus shipping) from used book sellers on the internet. A
bibliography of some reference books will be provided, some of which can be borrowed from the
moderators, but participants are invited to find their own resources in local libraries or on the
internet.
The Moderators: Gail Gaustad has been a bridge enthusiast since her sandbox days. John
Gaustad has a scientific/technical interest in bridge construction, but also appreciates their
essential beauty. Both Gail and John have gone out of their way to visit bridges on their travels,
and will continue to do so.
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BENJAMIN BRITTEN AND ENGLISH POETRY
Moderator: Michael Greenebaum
Role of participants: Read and discuss poetry and listen to the musical settings
Number of participants (including the moderator): No limit
Time: Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Place: Easthampton Lathrop, Mount Tom Room, 100 Bassett Brook Drive
Parking: Ample parking on site
Reading poems and listening to their musical s ettings
We will honor the great composer, whose centenary is 2013, by reading and discussing the poetry
he loved and by listening to his settings. His taste in poetry was wide and we shall read poetry
from the middle ages through W.H. Auden, including Keats, Tennyson and Eliot with special
emphasis on Donne, Blake, Hardy, Eliot and Wilfred Owen. We shall hear settings for voice and
piano, for voice and orchestra, and for chorus. We shall pay attention to the way in which Britten
crafted folk tunes as art songs. Seminar members will present and read the poetry. We will listen
to the songs and some members may wish to make a presentation on the music, although no
special music background is assumed.
In addition to reading the poems and listening to the songs, we will certainly want to discuss some
of the issues, both artistic and ethical, that arise when major poems are set to music.
Those wishing more information about the schedule and the works to be studied should feel free
to write to the moderator at mlgreenebaum33@gmail.com.
Format: Reading, discussing and listening.
Resources: Seminar members will want to get Benjamin Britten's Poets, ed. Boris Ford
[Manchester (UK): Carcanet, 1996]. The publisher has reissued this title as a print-on-demand
book. I will plan to order copies in bulk when I know how many participants there will be. The
cost is likely to be in the mid-twenties.
The Moderator: Michael Greenebaum has long loved both poetry and the music of Britten. As
usual, he uses LIR seminars as a way of exploring his enthusiasms.
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DEMOCRACY EMERGING
Moderators: George Snook and Hy Edelstein
Role of participants: Select a relevant topic to report and discuss
Number of participants (including the moderator): 15
Time: Mondays, 9:30-11:30 am [NOTE: earlier time]
Place: Smith College, Dewey Hall, Common Room
Parking: You will be issued a Smith campus parking permit
A history of democratic forms of government
Democracy! “The worst system except all the others,” said Winston Churchill. Where did it come
from? In this seminar each of us will select a topic drawn from centuries of its successes and
failures --- and from its re-emergence in the 18th century Enlightenment to the forms it takes
today. What were the conditions under which some form of democratic governance would
emerge, only to be replaced by oligarchy or autocracy? Why did it not survive? Democracy is still a
work in progress. Suggested topics:













Athenian democracy
The Roman Republic
Medieval institutions
o Early assemblies
o City states, Guilds
o Magna Carta
Emergence of Parliament
Constitutional monarchy
o The Enlightenment
o Separation of powers – Montesquieu
o The Social Contract – Rousseau
o Liberal democracy – John Stewart Mill
o Utilitarianism – Bentham
Suffrage: who may vote?
Bill of Rights, Habeas Corpus
League of Nations
Democracy vs. Autocracy, the U.N.
Today’s forms of democracy

Format: Readings and discussion.
Resources: Local and college libraries; internet resources.
The Moderators: George Snook has been a member of 5CLIR for well more than a decade and
has moderated many seminars, specializing in ancient and modern history. Hy Edelstein has been
a member of 5CLIR since 2001 and has moderated seminars in history and philosophy.
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EXTREME LIFE
Moderator: Dorothy Rosenthal
Role of participants: Participants will choose an organism or group of organisms that
live in an extreme environment, make a presentation and lead a discussion on the topic.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16-18
Time: Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Place: Applewood, 1 s t Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on Spencer Drive, not in the parking lot!
Life forms that survive in extreme environments
Living things are usually found in moderate climates where they have access to water and
sunlight, conditions that are neither acidic nor alkaline, and, at pressures close to those at sea
level. But scientists have recently discovered previously unknown organisms living in extreme
environments that would seem to be inhospitable to life, such as hot springs, acid-filled caves, salt
lakes, deep ocean vents, arid deserts, bare rocks, and ice-covered Antarctic lakes. So many such
organisms are now known that they have their own name -- extremophiles.
Who are these creatures that live at the extremes and how do they do it? Do they provide clues as
to how life could exist elsewhere in the solar system? In this seminar we will explore extreme
environments, the organisms that live there, and the clues they provide about the origin and
nature of life. Some examples of extremophiles are ice worms, bugs of fire, rock-dwelling
microbes, bacteria in hot springs, worms in deep ocean vents, snow algae, desert lichens, and cave
dwellers.
Format: Presentations and discussions
Resources: All participants will read Weird Life by David Toomey.
The Moderator: Dottie is a retired biology teacher who has moderated or co-moderated over a
dozen seminars for 5CLIR, about half of which have dealt with biology, evolution, and less extreme
forms of life.
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LINCOLN: THE MOVIE, THE MAN AND THE TIMES
Moderators: Charles K. Gillies and Robert H. Romer
Role of participants: All participants will prepare a presentation and lead discussion on
their topic.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16
Time: Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am
Place: Smith College, Dewey Hall, Common Room
Parking: You will be issued a Smith campus parking permit
A study of topics raised in the Spielberg movie Lincoln and in its production and
critical reviews.
Taking off from the recent Spielberg movie Lincoln, we will study topics raised in the movie or
related in some way to the period covered by the movie (late 1864, early 1865) with a focus on
Lincoln, the ending of slavery and the ending of the Civil War. Members of the seminar can pick
from a wide variety of topics for their presentations - including historical individuals (Lincoln,
Robert Lincoln, Mary Lincoln, Thaddeus Stevens, Seward, Stanton, etc.) featured in the movie;
individuals involved in creating the movie (Steven Spielberg, Tony Kushner, the actors); aspects of
the War (Fort Pillow, Gettysburg, Fort Fisher, Petersburg, Appomattox) or general topics raised in
or by the movie (the Thirteenth Amendment, the Gettysburg Address, the Second Inaugural,
Lincoln in Art (especially movies), the assassination, peace overtures during the war, etc.).
All members are encouraged to see the movie before the seminar begins (we will attempt to have
an open showing some evening before the seminar begins and perhaps again at the end). The
purpose of the seminar is both to enrich our enjoyment and understanding of the movie and to
expand our knowledge of this important time in American history.
We strongly urge members to read –before the seminar – the book The Lincoln Enigma – The
Changing Faces of an American Icon, Gabor Boritt, ed.* This is a collection of essays by prominent
historians raising issues about Lincoln and his times. Members may also want to read Doris
Kearns Goodwin’s Team of Rivals, parts of which were used in creating the movie.
Format: Traditional seminar format – presentation (30 minutes), discussion
Resources: We ask everyone to read the book mentioned above (The Lincoln Enigma*) for
general background as well as to view Lincoln, the movie, before the seminar begins. Otherwise,
the usual: libraries, internet, etc., for preparation of presentations.
The Moderators: Chuck has done at least five 5CLIR seminars on Lincoln and/or Civil war
topics, the two most recent with Bob as co-moderator and both were involved in creating the wellattended series Slavery & Its Legacy in 2004 and the Civil War Symposium in 2011.

20

5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2014

MARGARET MEAD
THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIFE OF AN AMERICAN ICON
Moderators: Joel Halpern and June Guild
Role of participants: Please see format below
Number of participants (including the moderator): 17
Time: Wednesdays, 10 am-noon
Place: Applewood, 1 s t Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on Spencer Drive, not in the parking lot!
Study of Margaret Mead, her life and impact upon American Society
Margaret Mead is perhaps unique in the impact she had on American society. Her early book,
Coming of Age in Samoa, 1928, described female adolescent sexual behavior, which provoked
discussion in the public press as well as the scholarly world. She also studied the cultures of New
Guinea and Bali. Mead wrote on American Society and world affairs from a psycho-analytical
perspective discussing national character, including a book called Soviet Attitudes toward
Authority. She was unique in many ways, having emerged from academia to present to the public
new ways of viewing American society.
This seminar will explore her emergence as a public figure, an anthropologist with experience in
studying far-away peoples and presenting the results of her work to a wide audience, also her
ideas about gender and family as they apply to American contemporary life.
In 1979 President Carter awarded her the Presidential Medal of Freedom. The citation read,
“Margaret Mead was both a student of civilization and an exemplar of it. To a public of millions
she brought the central insight of cultural anthropology that varying cultural patterns express an
underlying human unity. She mastered her discipline, but she also transcended it. Intrepid,
independent, plain spoken, fearless, she remains a model for the young and a teacher from whom
all may learn.”
Format: Two presentations per session using Mead’s books, her autobiography or biographies,
each presentation followed by half hour of discussion.
Resources: There are many easily available books at local libraries and Amazon.
The Moderators: Joel Halpern completed his Ph.D. in anthropology at Columbia where Margaret
Mead was one of his professors and advisors. June Guild read Coming of Age in Samoa and
Blackberry Winter many years ago and looks forward to refreshing her interest.
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MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES
Moderator: Betsy Loughran and Bonnie Strickland
Role of participants: Two participants will share the seminar meeting, each preparing
a presentation of about 30 minutes. One will present a description of the disorder, its
symptoms, causes and prevalence. The other will present a review of the most current
treatments recommended for treatment. Each then will have prepared one or two
questions to lead a discussion on the topic.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 20
Time: Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Place: Amherst Woman’s Club, 35 Triangle Street
Parking: Ample parking on site
Approximately one in five American citizens will experience a mental illness
during their life time. That means that almost all of us will have either been
mentally ill at some point ourselves, or we will have had a close family member or
friend with a mental illness. The experience is always difficult – because the
feelings and the behaviors are hard to live with, because it’s difficult to find the
most effective treatments, and because there is still a stigma attached to the
disease.
This seminar will offer us an opportunity to understand many of the mental disorders involved.
We will hear presentations that give an overview of the disorder – its symptoms, its causes, and its
prevalence, and we will review the most recent treatments in use today. We will study such
disorders as Alzheimer’s, anxiety (including generalized social anxiety, obsessive compulsive
disorder, and phobias), attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, autism, bipolar disorder,
depression, eating disorders, post-traumatic stress disorder, schizophrenia, and substance abuse.
Participants are also free to select another disorder that is of particular interest to him/her.
Format: Seminar.
Resources: The moderators will provide a bibliography for seminar participants.
The Moderators: Bonnie Strickland is a past President of the American Psychological
Association and spent her professional career in clinical psychology research and teaching. Betsy
Loughran is the retired President/CEO of the Center for Human Development, an agency
responsible for developing many of the community-based residential and day treatments that
have replaced hospitalization for the seriously mentally ill.
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MODERN TURKEY
Moderators: Jim Harvey and Johan Brongers
Role of participants: Read the resource book, research and present a topic for
approximately 30 minutes, lead discussion on own presentation and join in discussion of
others.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16
Time: Mondays, 10am-noon
Place: UMass Transit Facility, Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst
Parking: Parking free in adjacent Lot 45; directions will be given
Learning about the history and culture of modern Turkey
The Turkish legacy is a long and rich one, but today's Turkey has been making headlines as it
struggles with competing forces. Though we will focus primarily on the politics and history of the
past century and on modern Turkish culture, we will also take a brief look at the legacy of the
Ottoman Empire that preceded the revolution that established modern Turkey.
We will seek to explore via presentations:
1. Historical background which led to the founding of the Republic in 1923 and which
influence modern Turkish life
2. Cultural topics such as arts, food, education and the role of women
3. Political issues, such as conflicts with Kurds and Armenians and relations with other
countries.
Format: Presentation and discussion
Resources: Turkey: What Everyone Needs to Know by Andrew Finkel
The Moderators: Jim has been moderating seminars for nine years. He was born in India, lived
in Pakistan and has a lifelong interest in the history and cultures of the world's great civilizations.
Johan is a first-time LIR moderator, with living and working experience in several central
Asian/Middle Eastern countries.
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THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE: 1300-1923
Moderator: Joan Wofford
Role of participants: Each participant will be asked to explore some aspect of the
Ottoman Empire, make a report, and lead a discussion. A list of possible topics will be
available well in advance of the seminar; participants will be encouraged to suggest
other topics as well.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am
Place: Northampton Lathrop, 1 Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road)
Parking: Ample parking on site
An exploration of over 600 years of conquest and rule of an enormous empire
stretching from the Danube to Damascus. The seminar will search for clues in
that history to help us understand t he current turmoil that the world is now
experiencing in the Middle East and Northern Africa.
Name a political hotspot in the world today and the chances are that it was originally a part of the
Ottoman Empire: Egypt, Libya, Iraq, Tunisia, Syria, Lebanon, Yemen, Palestine.
Long dismissed as the “Sick Man of Europe,” the Ottoman Empire was not something that many of
us studied in any depth. Yet recent events invite us to examine some of the historical forces and
events that over 600 years contributed to the current situation in the Middle East. This seminar
will attempt to examine some of those forces through the multiple perspectives of history,
architecture, biography, novels, documentaries, and mysteries.
Format: Readings, presentations, discussion.
Resources: An extensive bibliography will be provided, many of the books available from the
moderator.
The Moderator: An experienced moderator, Joan Wofford has recently returned from a 3 week
trip to Turkey, her third visit in a period covering almost 50 years.
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POETRY OUT LOUD: FROM JABBERWOCKY TO THE BALLOON MAN
(LEWIS CARROLL TO E. E. CUMMINGS; WIT & HUMOR)
Moderator: Kathy Hazen
Role of participants: Each participant chooses a poet and selects some dozen
poems/verses, and compiles a brief introduction to the writer and his time. Many poets
and writers have written (either chiefly or occasionally) comical and/or witty verses - for
example, Lewis Carroll (Alice in Wonderland), e.e. cummings (sic), Dorothy Parker,
Ogden Nash, A. R. Ammons, and many others. We will also include some of the poet's less
witty poetry, to gain a rounded picture of the poet.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 8-10
Time: Wednesdays, 2-4 pm [Note later time]
Place: Rockridge Retirement Community Library, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton
Parking: Ample parking on site
Witty, funny, clever, unusual poetry, written or translated into English
A small group will share reading out loud and discussion of a collection of verses that were written
to amuse but very often carry deeper meanings. We may also note the structure and mechanics of
a poem, its tropes, metonymy, synecdoche, images, its assonance & metrics, style, thoughts, voice,
ideas, layers of meaning, assumptions, influences and allusions. We will not overdose on comedy,
though the seminar is designed to be entertaining and sociable, to lighten up the season while
winter winds down into spring.
Format: Shared reading and discussion, by serious people who appreciate the art of poetry.
Resources: You don't need to buy any books - the local libraries are very helpful, as is the
internet. However, if you don’t already own a topnotch anthology, the acquisition of one
(Norton’s, Bloom’s, Lehman’s or McClatchy’s) is a good idea, not just for this seminar.
The moderator: I've been moderating poetry seminars for a few years and they just get better
and better - I enjoy very much being involved in this kind of group reading, getting to know
people, and often discover new poems and new things about old poets.
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RIPPLES AND WAVES OF THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR
Moderator: Charlie Klem
Role of participants: 25 to 30 minute presentation and lead a discussion of 20 minutes
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Tuesdays, 10:15 am-12:15 pm [Note later time]
Place: Amherst Media, 246 College Street (Route 9, toward Belchertown)
Parking: Ample parking on site
Late in the 19th century the U.S. engaged in its first war NOT conducted on U.S.
soil. The Spanish American War was fought on two islands – thousands of miles
apart. The ignition point was the explosion of the USS battleship Maine in
Havana’s harbor. The tensions between the US and Spain had been buildi ng up
over two decades, but the duration of the conflicts was short. While the immediate
and intermediate term results provided fueling stations for the U.S. Navy and
commercial vessels, there is a continuum of events as a result of the 1898 Treaty
of Paris; this established the independent nation of Cuba, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the territory of Guam, and the annexation of the Philippine islands.
The subsequent history of these islands has taken different paths .
This seminar will explore aspects of them, hopefully addressed in chronological order, with
emphasis on Cuba and the Philippines.










American – Spanish relationships prior to 1898
The U.S. administration that engineered the war
The battles and leaders in each of the locations
Treaty of Paris
Significant elements of change, such as Cuba prior to 1950s; communists and the Castros,
missile crises; escapes to U.S., Guantanamo history, relationships to Latin American
countries
Puerto Rico – Jones Act, Operation Boot Strap, U.S. citizenship – but an entirely different
culture, political relationship to U.S, statehood or independence.
Philippines – its governors and U.S. “advisors” (the MacArthurs), administrations by
governors and U.S. Army; WWII battlegrounds, leadership and changes 1946 to present;
release of U.S. military bases, its relationships in the Western Pacific
Guam
Present day challenges to each of these entities

Format: Presentations, discussions.
Resources: No single text covers the four waterfronts. A list of readings will be available at the
Preview.
The Moderator: These topics bring together Charlie Klem’s western Pacific experiences in U.S.
Navy over 50 years ago, his living in Puerto Rico 40 years ago and his interests in U.S. history.
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SEXOLOGY IN OUR TIMES
Moderator: Ina Luadtke
Role of participants: Seminar members individually or jointly with another seminar
member will propose a sexology topic of interest, determine a presentati on design and
lead a discussion.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 14
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 am-12:15 pm [Note later time; this is an 8 week seminar;
begins March 12]
Place: Amherst Media, 246 College Street (Route 9, toward Belchertown)
Parking: Ample parking on site
Sexology in Our Times Outline
A. A review of the pioneer contributors to the science of Sexology
B. Academic sexology research findings then and now
C. Sexology and scientific advances in human reproduction
D. Medical and pharmacological aspects of sexuality
E. Sexuality in the media and on the Internet
F. Politics and sexology
G. The law and sexology
H. Sexology education in the classroom
From stage, screen and the Internet, from "The Pill" to Dolly the sheep and Viagra, the years of our
lives have been spiced by revolutionary and reactionary responses to human sexuality. We
survived Comstock and Kinsey, the Masters duo and Mary Calderone. Who else? The evolution of
the sexual sciences through psychology, education, medicine, law, politics, research, health and
behavior may be explored as seminar members select topics of personal interest related to the
seminar content. A presentation may be planned jointly with a seminar partner or individually.
Presentation formats diverging from the usual research and presentation of a topic are
encouraged. Here's a chance to create together the sex education course you never had a chance
to take.
Format: Presentation, discussion and members' choice.
Resources: A resource list and suggested bibliography will be available at the 2014 Spring
Preview.
The Moderator: The moderator holds advanced degrees in Human Development and Health
Education with a specialization in Human Sexuality from NYU. She taught Human Sexuality
courses in schools and colleges, presented workshops, and participated in forums in several states
and three foreign countries. She was one of the authors of the International Standards for Human
Sexuality Education under the auspices of SIECUS.
Additional Information: This seminar will be eight weeks in length and will begin in March.
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SPECIAL DIETS: GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER
Moderator: Katy van Geel
Role of participants: Please see description below.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 11
Time: Wednesdays at 10 am
Place: Participants’ homes [Note: If the host is unable to receive people in his/her
home, the seminar can meet at my home, or other arrangements can be made. ]
Parking: Street
This seminar is intended to expand your “normal” recipe box when you learn that
the person you have invited to dinner has an allergy to wheat, gluten, dairy, eggs,
yeast, nuts, or wants to avoid refined sugar, or when a prospective guest is a
vegetarian, a vegan, or needs low sodium foods, or low fat foods, or has religious
restrictions when it comes to eating, or has been advised by a doctor to avoid
certain foods.


First the host will choose an allergen or a problem food such as:
Wheat/gluten
Peanuts and tree nuts
Dairy
Sugar – diabetes
Yeast
Fish or shellfish
Eggs
Religious restrictions, e.g. Kosher guests
Soy
Vegetarian and vegan
Combination of wheat and dairy allergies
Low fat diet
Pesky food sensitivities, e.g. beans, garlic, onions
Low sodium diet
Uncommon food allergens such as corn, gelatin, meat (beef, chicken, mutton, and pork), seeds
(sesame, sunflower, and poppy), spices (such as caraway, coriander, garlic, and mustard),
fruit (such as mango)





Next, the host will create a day’s menu (breakfast, lunch, dinner, with appetizer and dessert) of
tasty, nutritious food that avoids the chosen allergen, and make copies of the menu to hand out
to seminar members.
On the day before the host’s seminar, the host will make one of the dishes on the menu, and
copy the dish’s recipe to hand out to seminar members.
On the day of the seminar, the participants will meet at the host’s home. The host tells what
s/he has learned about the causes and effects of the allergen, about the best places to shop for
food on the menu, what to look for on food labels, research regarding allergies and hybrid
foods, etc.

After the discussion, we eat the dish the host prepared the previous day. Seminar participants are
encouraged but not required to bring with them a dish to share that they cooked (along with copies
of its recipe) to the host’s house, if they happen to have a favorite dish appropriate to that day’s
allergen.
Format: Discussion, cooking, and eating.
The Moderator: I love cooking but am often at a loss when faced with making food for guests
with allergens.
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TWO MASTERPIECES BY PHILIP ROTH
Moderator: Gerald Goldman
Role of participants: Participants will be responsible for leading a one hour discussion
on several chapters which they will select from one of the two novels.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 19
Time: Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Place: National Yiddish Book Center, 1021 West Street, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
We will read and discuss two novels by Philip Roth who has been called "America's
greatest living writer." Both novels were published late in Roth's career.
"Sabbath's Theater" was awarded the National Book Award. "American Pastoral"
earned Roth the Pulitzer Prize.
Mickey Sabbath, the central figure in Sabbath's Theater, is one of Philip Roth's most engaging and
outrageous characters. He is a Falstaffian figure, larger than life, an erotically charged (some might
even say lecherous) sixty year old aging hippie, whose losses have made him ask in an outraged
bombastic voice: Why must a man die? He rages against the ludicrousness of death, the waste of
love, the long and painful decline, and the profound emptiness in the lives of those left behind. The
novel earned Roth the National Book Award.
We shall read this and a second novel which Roth also wrote in the 1990s and earned him the
Pulitzer Prize. In American Pastoral Roth tells the story of Seymour "Swede" Levov who dreamt
the American Dream, held it in his hands, and lost it all in the tumultuous events of the 1960s. In
high school "Swede" was a star athlete. He worked hard to turn his father's hat factory into a
lucrative business. He was a devoted father who built a rich and secure home for his family in the
suburbs of New Jersey. He did everything right, only to see it all come down in flames during a
decade which neither he nor most Americans over the age of forty could have imagined.
Format: Participatory discussions in a seminar format.
Resources: Sabbath's Theater and American Pastoral are available in paperback and may be
ordered used from Amazon.
The Moderator: Gerald Goldman is a retired rabbi with a deep love for good literature. He has
led a number of seminars on modern literature.
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URBAN AMERICANS IN THE GILDED AGE
Moderator: Larry Ambs & Dean Poli
Role of participants: Each seminar participant will investigate some aspect of the
Urban American Culture during this Gilded Age. A list of potential topics will be
available at the Spring Preview.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30 am
Place: UMass Transit Facility, Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst
Parking: Parking free in adjacent Lot 45; directions will be given
In this seminar, we will examine the development of Urban Culture beginning
around 1870 and continuing until approximately 1915, placing special emphasis
on the way different economic and social classes evolved and interacted in the
modern city both as a result of these new technologies and the changes tak ing
place in the labor market.
In the latter part of the Nineteenth century, a number of inventions and innovations occurred that
allowed the creation of a second generation of cities. Without these inventions cities would have
remained small and decentralized. With them, dense cities were possible and skyscrapers
evolved. All of these inventions appeared between 1870 and 1892. All were based on the
availability of low cost energy. At the same time, people began moving to the larger cities from
both the south, farms and as immigrants from overseas. Society was also moving from labor based
on individual craft capability to general labor based wages. These new developments had dramatic
consequences for urban American labor, economics, politics, religion, and social and intellectual
life that often produced conflict that reached its peak in the cities of the Gilded Age.
Format: Seminar presentations with discussion.
Resources: Although various texts are available describing the Gilded Age, participants can
easily find material in libraries and on the internet. Three specific references are:




New Spirits-Americans in the Gilded Age, Rebecca Edwards, Oxford University Press, 2006;
How the Other Half Lives, Jacob A. Riis, Dover Books, 1901; and
America in the Gilded Age, Sean Dennis Cashman, NYU Press, 1993.

The Moderators: Both moderators have been interested in the interaction of technology and
society for several years. Since joining LIR they have moderated many seminars dealing with
culture and society in the U.S., South America and Europe.
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WHAT MAKES US HUMAN?
Moderator: John Olson
Role of participants: Each participant will lead the discussion of a particular article.
Relevant material from other sources such as Wikipedia may be included. Each
participant will be encouraged to prepare an outline of his /her discussion topic.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Mondays, 9:30-11:30 am
Place: Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary, 127 Combs Road, Easthampton
Parking: Ample parking on site
The seminar will be 10 weeks in duration and each seminar will be divided into
two separate presentations. The moderator will lead both sessions of the first
week.
The seminar is based on the 2012 Scientific American Special Collector's Edition entitled What
Makes Us Human? This edition contains 17 articles dealing with human evolutionary development.
Among the topics to be considered are:









The origins of Homo
How humans evolved to walk upright
How the hand evolved with the brain
Hairless skin and the emergence of other human traits
The genomes of humans and chimpanzees
The invention of cooking and the evolution of the brain
The evolution of grandparents
Pop evolutionary psychology

Format: Readings and discussion.
Resources: 2012 Scientific American Special Collector's Edition What Makes Us Human available
from Scientific American at a cost of $14.
The Moderator: The moderator has led a number of seminars for 5CLIR on human evolution
and migration.
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WRITING TO REMEMBER (BLUE SECTION)
Moderators: Henny Lewin & Steffi Schamess
Role of participants: To prepare and present two original pieces
Number of participants (including the moderator): 12
Time: Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm
Place: Lilly Library, 19 Meadow Street, Florence
Parking: Ample parking on site
Writing Your Own Story
“Whatever we call the form – autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history – writing
about one's life is a powerful human need. Who doesn't want to leave behind some record of his or
her accomplishments, thoughts and emotions? If it's a family history it will have the further value
of telling your children and your grandchildren who they are and what heritage they came from.
“Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One
of the saddest sentences I know is, ‘I wish I had asked my mother about that’” (Writing about Your
Life by William Zinsser). You'll enjoy writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other
people's lives, when you join our seminar.
Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing
more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help
to make this a rewarding experience for everyone.
The Moderators: Henny taught Hebrew and Yiddish and received a Covenant Award as an
Outstanding Jewish Educator in North America. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working on her
autobiography with the encouragement of this seminar’s participants. Steffi has been writing
autobiographical material, fiction, and non-fiction essays since retiring from teaching at
Hampshire College, and participated in the Writing to Remember seminar for several semesters.
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WRITING TO REMEMBER (RED SECTION)
Moderators: Zina Tillona & Ellen Peck
Role of participants: Prepare and present two original pieces.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 12
Time: Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am
Place: “The Connector,” Grace Chur ch, 14 Boltwood Avenue, Amherst (opposite A.J.
Hastings, across the Common)
Parking: On the Common; behind Town Hall; parking garage
Autobiographical Writing
Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called “Autobiographical Writing”),
Writing to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each
other a little better. It is a chance to share your life experiences with fellow LIR members and, at
the same time, record them for yourselves and your family.
Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their
children and grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and
all are welcome. The writer gets feedback and, if desired, the group will offer suggestions for
revisions and/or possible additions, as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to
write; it aims, rather, to stimulate and encourage you to continue writing your own story. Your
writing can center on the events of family life, career experiences, or anything else you would like
to tell about yourself.
Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing
more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help
to make this a rewarding experience for everyone.
The Moderators: Zina has been writing all of her life – papers, reports, memos, legal briefs,
nasty letters, etc., etc. – as university professor of Italian, as university administrator and as a
practicing lawyer; now she writes for fun about herself and her life journey. Ellen has been an
English professor at Mt. Holyoke but instead of doing academic analyses of others’ writing, she
much prefers writing about her own family and personal experiences.
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS
Please read the monthly 5CLIR Reporter for specific dates, times and locations for the following
and additional Special Programs throughout the year. Contact the facilitators of individual Special
Programs with your questions or for information regarding handicap accessibility, parking, guest
attendance, etc. All locations noted are subject to change. List of programs is alphabetical.
Two New Special Programs:

Music Group

Write Your Own Obituary

BOOK INTEREST GROUP - Naomi Yanis, facilitator
This group meets once each month from September through May, from 1:30 to 3:30, on various
Friday afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep. Responsibility for leading the discussion of
each book is rotated amongst the membership of the book group, with meetings held in members’
homes. The group is now open to new members. We read a variety of contemporary fiction and
non-fiction, as well as literary classics. The choices for the year are made early in the summer, so
some of the reading can be done when we tend to have more time for it. Contact Naomi if you are
interested in participating. (naomi@crocker.com tel. 586-3399)

CONVERSATIONAL ITALIAN - Dean Poli & Zina Tillona, facilitators
Conversational Italian – will not meet this spring. Contact Dean, poli@ecs.umass.edu to express
interest in future meetings of this group.
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DINE AROUND - Joice Gare, coordinator
Members eat together in a local restaurant, usually a weekday evening, about once a month.
Members are expected to take a turn making arrangements with the restaurant, setting a date,
planning the menu and collecting payment ahead of time. Contact Joice at 584-6016,
joicegare@verizon.net or 584-6016 if you are interested in participating and are not already on
the Dine Around (formerly Ethnic Eating) mailing list. Each participant is welcome to bring one
guest.

FINDING FAMILY – Bobbie Reitt, facilitator
The Finding Family interest group is an offshoot of the seminar of the same name from the fall
2010 semester. Some members attended the seminar, but a growing number of participants have
joined in more recently, and we are delighted to include anyone who is interested in researching
his or her family history. Your family and friends might not understand your obsession with your
family's past, but we will!
We have discovered that by working together, we learn faster and much more than when we work
alone. We share information about Valley and online resources that we discover, and we warn
each other about pitfalls we encounter. We have both novices and veteran researchers among us,
and we find that the mix of varying levels of experience is helpful. We sometimes have reports
from members, sometimes work online together, and sometimes have workshop sessions to share
research results for a particular kind of resource.
We will meet once a month from 1:45 to 3:45 on the 3rd Thursday on the following dates:
November 21, (no December meeting), January 16, February 20, March 20, April 17 and May 15.
All meetings will be held in the Commons Room, Dewey Hall, on the Smith campus. For questions,
contact Bobbie Reitt <redits@comcast.net> or 584-8779. Newcomers are always welcome.

FRENCH CONVERSATION

– Judith Pool, facilitator
This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French. They meet on Fridays
from 1:30 to 3:30 pm. Contact Judith to register your interest in this program - jpool41@msn.com
or 586-2190.

FRIDAY LECTURES & ENCORE PRESENTATIONS

– Larry Ambs & Katy van

Geel, facilitators
Come enjoy our Friday programs based on some outstanding seminar presentations which
members believe would be of general interest. Occasionally we host outside speakers who discuss
topics of interest to our membership. We meet at various locations in our area, usually beginning
at 10:00 am. This past year meetings were at Applewood at 11:00 am. Watch for information on
specific programs in the monthly newsletter. Contact Larry lj.ambs@comcast.net (256-8324) or
Katy ktvangeel@gmail.com (230-3237) with questions.
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MUSIC GROUP – Gerry Goldman & Carol Rundberg, facilitators
We wonder if there are LIR members who would like to play music for one another in an informal
setting. If you are an amateur flautist, a beginning violinist, part of a long-time piano duo, or any
other category of player and you would like to help us think about forming an LIR Special Interest
Group, please contact Gerry Goldman at 532-7553 or Carol Rundberg at 549-5377.

OPERA PREPARATION – Peg Bedell, facilitator
A series of HD video productions of operas performed at the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the
Hadley Cinemark Theater on Saturday afternoons. In preparation for seeing them, Peg Bedell
offers an introduction to each opera and the featured performers on the preceding Friday at 1:30
PM at the Lathrop Northampton Community Room off Bridge Road, often having just attended the
production in NYC. Anyone interested may attend any session. See LIR calendar for opera preps
scheduled for the spring, 2014 season. For further information, contact Peg at 413 585-8661.

SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE – John Armstrong & Dottie Rosenthal, facilitators
Science Roundtable is a discussion group for anyone interested in current issues in science. At
each session we discuss one or two main topics introduced by one of our members or a guest
speaker. We reserve time at the end of each session for questions and informal discussion. Many of
the topics are suggested by members of the Science Roundtable. Some examples of topics we have
featured in the past are: science careers of members, epigenetics, robotics, exoplanets, the big
bang theory, and conflicts between people and wildlife..
We meet four times each semester on the third Thursdays of the month from 2 to 3:30 pm at the
Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop, 1 Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road) in
Northampton. You do not need to have a background in science to participate nor do you have to
attend all sessions. If you are interested in participating and are not already on our mailing list,
contact one of the facilitators so you will receive information about each upcoming session via
email. Contact: John Armstrong johna.armstrong@comcast.net or Dorothy
Rosenthal dottierose1@gmail.com.

TRAVEL INTEREST GROUP – Joan Wofford, facilitator
This group meets the fourth Thursday of each month, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in the Community
Room at Lathrop Northampton. Many of us are well traveled, and all of us know of places we
would love to go but will never have the time (and/or money) necessary. The Travel Interest
Group provides an opportunity for travelers to share their knowledge, experience, and pleasure
with other LIR members who would like to vicariously enjoy their visits. Joan will provide
technical assistance, if necessary. The atmosphere is quite informal, and there is no other
obligation (unless you are one of the speakers!) than to come and enjoy the beautiful photos and
interesting presentations. Check the newsletter each month for descriptions of these monthly
programs. Contact Joan joan@joanwofford.com, telephone 584-1330.
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VIEWPOINTS – Hy Edelstein, facilitator
Viewpoints meets the first Thursday of each month, from 12:30 to 2:00 pm in the small conference
room at Highland Valley Elder Services in Florence. This is an open, informal, spontaneous
discussion group, a fresh departure from the formal presentations and discussions in our
seminars. However, it does adhere to our peer-learning mission. While preparation is not
required, at each session several topics proposed by participants are discussed – topics which may
be drawn from a whole spectrum of events and trends in society/culture, concerns over
developments in public/private life, issues in the humanities/ technologies. Discussions over such
matters, drawing on the spontaneity, spirit, thoughtfulness, and good humor of its seasoned
participants, are indeed enriching learning experiences. For further information, contact Hy 5843060 or hedelste@crocker.com.

WRITE YOUR OWN OBITUARY – John & Lise Armstrong, facilitators
Who is the most qualified person to write your obituary? You, of course! A small informal group
will get together for four sessions to talk about what goes into an obituary and share our own
draft write-ups. Whether you live alone with no close relatives nearby, or whether you want to
make things easier for your family when you move off-stage, having written down an outline of
your life story, plus whatever thoughts you would want to share with the world, will make the
subsequent notice of your death more convenient for everyone. We will meet on Tuesdays
beginning in March (March 4, 18, April 1, 15) at noon at the Armstrongs’ condo in Amherst. Bring
a bag lunch if you like. Let us know if you are interested and we will contact you closer to the start
time to confirm arrangements. And please call us at 549-9171 if you have any questions.

OTHER NEW IDEAS?
Anyone have an idea and interested in starting a new Special Program group? Some ideas looking
for a facilitator: Wine Tasting Group, Movie Group (see movies on your own prior to meeting to
discuss), Meditation/Spiritual Reading Group and Great Books Discussion Group. Contact Diane
Liebert, diane444@comcast.net if interested.
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WINTER PROGRAMS
Registration deadline is December 5th for all events. To register for these programs, just
complete a registration form (online or with this catalog) and submit it with your non-refundable
payment. As a courtesy to those involved in planning and presenting these programs, we ask that
you make sure that you will be able to attend an event before signing up for it. Please let the
moderator or contact person know if you cannot attend. Thanks!

Snowflake under microscope

WINTER PROGRAM SCHEDULE: JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 2014
Date
Thurs., Jan. 2
Fri., Jan. 3
Wed., Jan. 8
Sun., Jan. 12

Event
Memorial Program
Snow Day for Memorial Program
Let’s Play!
Boar’s Head Festival

Time
10 am-noon
10 am-noon
1 - 3 pm
2 pm

Sun., Jan. 12

Ars Cantorum

8 pm

Sun., Jan. 26
Tues., Jan. 28
Mon., Feb. 3

Les Misérables
500 Years of Contemporary Art
German Film Toxi

2 pm
1:30 pm
1 - 3:15 pm

Mon., Feb. 3

Learn to Play Mah-Jongg

1 - 3:30 pm

Fri., Feb. 7

Legislators Forum

1 - 3 pm

Sun., Feb. 23

5 College Opera

2 pm

Place
Amherst College Alumni House
Amherst College Alumni House
65 South Street, No. 8, Northampton
Trinity Methodist Church
61 Sumner Avenue, Springfield
Grace Episcopal Church
14 Boltwood Avenue, Amherst
Bowker Auditorium, UMass
Mount Holyoke Art Museum
Easthampton Lathrop
100 Bassett Brook Drive
Lilly Library
19 Meadow Street, Florence
Forbes Library
20 West Street, Northampton
Rand Theater, UMass Amherst

Several events have been scheduled on the same dates due to availability. We feel all these programs
are worthwhile, so folks may have to make hard choices!
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MEMORIAL PROGRAM
Join your fellow LIR members in remembering those whom we have lost during the past year. We
appreciate the many talents of these folks who have helped make our organization so interesting
and informative. Refreshments will be served.
Date: Thursday, January 2 (snow date, Friday, January 3)
Time: 10 am – 12:00 noon
Place: Amherst College Alumni House
Cost: Free
Contact person: Jim Harvey (413) 259-4404, jimharvey293@gmail.com

LET’S PLAY!
Have fun and get to know other members of Learning in Retirement through playing two noncompetitive games: “Life Stories” and “The Ungame.” Participants share their life stories, revealing
only as much as they are comfortable sharing. Refreshments will be served.
Moderator: Kathryn Collins
Date: Wednesday, January 8
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Place: 65 South Street, No. 8, Northampton
Cost: $2 per person
Contact person: Kathryn Collins (413) 341-3262, katecollins88@gmail.com

BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL
This medieval festival celebrates the arrival of the three kings in Bethlehem for an ancient festival
referred to as Twelfth Night. Jugglers, storytellers, magicians, choirs, shepherds with real sheep,
knights riding in their armor, animals including a camel from the Forest Park Zoo, as well as the
Lord and Lady of the Manor, all appear to reenact the ancient celebrations of England. Of course, a
parade and presentation of the Boar’s Head brings the festivities to a climax.
Our local presentation, which has been a tradition for years, is reputed to be one of the best of its
kind in the country. If you have never seen it, you are in for a treat. (It is a bit long for very small
children, but older children love it.) Car pools can be arranged among those who sign up. There is
parking nearby. The church is handicapped accessible, but space must be reserved ahead of time.
Group size is limited to 30.
Date: Sunday, January 12
Time: 2:30 pm
Place: Trinity United Methodist Church, 361 Sumner Avenue, Springfield MA.
Cost: $25 each adults and seniors, children $15. You may bring guests.
Contact person: Ellen Peck (413) 532-5505, epeck-killoh @comcast.net
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ARS CANTORUM
Ars Cantorum, a new, professional-level vocal ensemble made up of many of the area's best
singers, will offer its debut concert on Saturday, January 11 at 8:00 pm, at Grace Episcopal Church
in Amherst. The program, entitled “Out of Darkness, Into Light”, is comprised of pieces which are
about light in its various manifestations. The composers include Lassus, Byrd, Tallis, Bach,
Brahms, Lauridsen, Whitacre and others. The concert will conclude with “Ecce, beatam lucem”, a
40-voice motet by Alessandro Striggio. Singers from area groups will join Ars Cantorum for this
final work.
Ars Cantorum is directed by Elizabeth Hart Damon, well-known in our area as the director of such
groups as Singers' Project, the Hampshire Choral Society, Da Camera Singers, and as Director of
Music at Grace Episcopal Church.
Date: Sunday, January 12
Time: 8:00 pm (Pick up tickets at the door beginning at 7:30.)
Place: Grace Episcopal Church on the Green in Amherst
Cost: $18 general admission, $12 for seniors, $8 for students. (Guests of LIR members are
welcome.)
Contact Person: Flora Majumder (413) 584-809, floradida@gmail.com

LES MISÉRABLES
Bring your grandchildren and their parents to see the world’s longest lasting musical, now
brought to you by Amherst Leisure Community Theater!
Jean Valjean, known as Prisoner 24601, is released from prison and breaks parole to start a new
life for himself while evading the grip of persistent Inspector Javert. Follow Valjean’s adventures
in post-revolutionary France as the story reaches resolution against the background of the June
rebellion.
Based on the novel by Victor Hugo.
Honoré will meet you in the lobby to give you your tickets.
Date: Sunday, January 26
Time: 2:00 pm
Place: Bowker Auditorium, University of Massachusetts
Cost: $18 adults, $15 senior or student, $10 children ten and under
Contact Person: Honoré David (413) 538-4972, honores@comcast.net
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500 YEARS OF CONTEMPORARY ART
We are very fortunate to have John Stomberg, the Director of the Mount Holyoke College Art
Museum, present a program for our group. “The right art changes lives,” Mr. Stomberg often says
when talking about why the Museum continues to expand and redefine its collection. His
program, entitled 500 Years of Contemporary Art, will prove to be a comprehensive and
entertaining tour, and one you won’t want to miss.
We will start with the radical transformation in painting witnessed in the MHC Art Museum’s
newly acquired Italian Renaissance altarpiece painted by Bartolomeo di Giovanni in 1498. From
there we will move through successive generations of artists who were deeply engaged with the
leading ideas of their time. Our tour will lead finally into the newly opened El Anatsui exhibition
where we will have a discussion of global contemporary art today. El Anatsui is widely considered
to be the most important artist of our time, and this conversation will give us an opportunity to
explore that claim.
Date: Tuesday, January 28, 2014
Time: 1:30 pm
Place: The Mount Holyoke College Art Museum, South Hadley
Cost: $2 per person for the talk and tour
Contact person: Ruth Kosiorek (413) 532-0277, Mimikay1517@aol.com

TOXI
Introduced by Barton Byg, Professor in German and Scandinavian Studies and
Founding Director of this Award Winning West German Film
Toxi was produced in 1952 to explore the subject of “black occupation children” in post war
Germany. Director: Robert A. Stammle; 85 minutes; filmed in black and white; German, with
English subtitles.
“A five-year-old girl suddenly appears on the doorstep of a well-to-do Hamburg family. The
different members of the multi-generational, white household have different reactions to the
arrival of Toxi, who is black, the daughter of an African-American G.I. and a German woman who
has died. Eventually Toxi works her way into the hearts of the German family, but then her father
returns, hoping to take Toxi back to America with him.
Date: Monday, Feb. 3
Time: 1:00 – 3:15 pm
Place: Easthampton Lathrop, Mount Tom Room, 100 Bassett Brook Drive, Easthampton
Cost: $10
Contact Person: Candy Carlisle (413) 584-2298, ccarlislejfk@hotmail.com

41

5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2014

LEARN TO PLAY MAH-JONGG
Are you curious about the mysterious game of Mah Jongg? Maybe you’ve been wondering about
this ancient game that has winds and chimes, cracks and bams and is played with beautiful tiles.
Now is your chance to come and learn its secrets from three Mah Jongg mavens - Rachel Black,
Madeleine Fay and Ramona Stylos. All will be revealed - and you’ll be playing by the end of the
session.
We will have 3 tables of 4 players, and each table will have an instructor. All supplies will be
provided; all you have to bring is your desire to learn this enjoyable and entertaining game.
This program is limited to the first 12 people to sign up.
Date: Monday, February 3
Time: 1:00 – 3:30 pm
Place: Lilly Library in Florence
Cost: $2 per person non-refundable fee
Contact Person: Rachel Black, rrblack@live.com

LEGISLATORS FORUM
Free and Open to the Public
Come hear from area legislators about the outlook for the coming year. Senator Stan Rosenberg
and State Representatives Peter Kocot, John Scibak, and Ellen Story will brief us on expectations
for the budget and for policies on health care, education, the environment and housing. This is
your chance to listen to those helping to shape the state’s future and to be part of a Question and
Answer session following the presentations.
This free event has been a long-time favorite of LIR members and promises to be even more
fascinating as we ponder the future of our state and country. The event will be moderated by LIR
President Carol Jolly.
Date: Friday, February 7
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Place: Coolidge Room, Forbes Library, Northampton
Cost: Free, open to the public
Moderator: Carol Jolly
Contact person: Honore David, (413) 538-4972, honores@comcast.net
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FIVE COLLEGE OPERA: STREET SCENE
By Kurt Weill, Elmer Rice and Langston Hughes
Join us for a rare treat: the opera that Kurt Weill considered his masterpiece. German-born
composer Kurt Weill, an American citizen by the time Street Scene was premiered on Broadway in
1947, was striving to create what he called an “American opera” or a “Broadway opera,”
combining elements of traditional European opera with American jazz and musical theater. And
you’ll hear it all---echoes of Italian opera, Broadway song-and-dance, complex orchestral textures,
soaring arias, jazz and blues right out of Harlem.
Based on Elmer Rice’s Pulitzer-winning play, with poet Langston Hughes as lyricist, the story is set
in a run-down tenement crowded with the ethnic melting pot of New York’s lower East Side. It
tells of a romance between a Jewish and a gentile teen-ager and of one family’s destruction after
an extramarital affair, stirring up passions difficult to control in the complex world of a big city
tenement. Weill called it “a simple story of everyday life in a big city, of love and passion and greed
and death,” all happening between one evening and the next afternoon.
A co-production of Five College Opera and the Theater Department of UMass
Date: Sunday, February 23
Time: 2:00 pm curtain. Arrive by 1:30 to get your tickets from Sandy Young. Meet her in the FAC
lobby next to the door into Rand Theater.
Place: Enter the Fine Arts Center lobby through the main doors (facing President’s Drive and
Massachusetts Avenue); Rand Theater is on your left.
Cost: $8 per ticket for seniors & students, $16 for adults.
Contact Person: Sandy Young, (413) 253-9708, alexalice@comcast.net
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name _________________________________ Address ______________________________________
City, State & Zip _____________________________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________
In case of emergency or illness, I would like you to notify:
Name __________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________
I would like to become a 5CLIR member.
☐ $225 Full Year (July 1st – June 30th)
☐ $135 Spring Semester
☐ $90 Trial Semester (One Time Only)
☐ $90 Associate for Prior Full Year Members (Only Special Programs, Mailings and Committees)
☐ $112.50 Individual living alone with adjusted gross income of $24,000 or less or one of a couple with
joint adjusted gross income of $32,000 or less per year.
☐ My circumstances create a need greater than above. I will contact the 5CLIR Treasurer through the
Office Manager (Liz Tiley, 585-3756) to discuss additional dues reduction.
☐ Tax Deductible Contribution - The 5CLIR Membership Assistance Fund offers financial assistance to
applicants who qualify. To help support such aid to fellow members, I enclose a gift to the Membership
Assistance Fund in the amount of __________.
Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.”
Mail to: 5CLIR, 9 Mason Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
Members may: participate in fall and spring seminars, winter and summer programs, and special yearround programs; receive all publications; join a committee; vote in annual elections; and receive a
membership card providing borrowing privileges at the libraries of the five colleges and free
transportation on the PVTA buses.
If a “fully paid” member is unable to register for a fall or spring seminar, a refund of $50 can be
applied for in writing. The request must be received by March 15 of the current membership year.
As a member of Five College Learning in Retirement, I recognize that my address, email address and
telephone number will appear in the 5CLIR membership directory and my photograph may appear in the
Newsletter or on the website unless I request an exemption in writing.
Signature: _________________________________________________ Date __________________
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SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM – SPRING 2014
Registration deadline is December 13 th to be eligible for the lottery
Name _____________________________________________________________ New Member ______ Moderator ______
Address ___________________________________________________ Town __________________________ Zip _____________
E-mail (please print clearly) __________________________________________________________
Telephone _______________________________________________________________________
Emergency contact/Phone __________________________________________________________________________________
No phone registrations, please. Confirmation of your seminars will be sent/emailed to you.
Admission to an oversubscribed seminar will be determined by a lottery, with those who have
listed that seminar as their first choice on the registration form receiving priority. Only those
registrations received in the office by 9:00 am on Friday, December 13 are eligible for the
lottery. Registrations that are received after this date will be added to the waiting list behind those
who were in the lottery.
DIRECTIONS ~~~~ PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!





Please list your seminar choices in order of preference. Do not list Special Programs!
Only your 1st choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices
will also be lotteried, sequentially.
If a seminar is full, your next choice will be used. Please list more seminars than you intend to
take, in a preferred order, so we may fill in secondary choices if your initial seminar choices
are oversubscribed. List your choices below in order of preference.
Please state (in the box to right) how many seminars you wish to take IN TOTAL.
Name of seminar, Day/am or pm

1. ________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________________
4. ________________________________________________________________________________
5. ________________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL
NUMBER of
seminars I
wish to take:

6. ________________________________________________________________________________
7. ________________________________________________________________________________

_________

MODERATORS should include their seminar at the end of the above list AND in the total.
Return to: 5CLIR, 9 Mason Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063.
A fundamental concept of the 5CLIR program is that all seminar members will participate actively in
discussion and in presentation of their reading, research, creative writing, or other original work.
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WINTER PROGRAMS REGISTRATION FORM
Registration deadline is December 5 th for all events.
Tickets are purchased in advance so there are no refunds.
Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________
Let’s Play! (Wed, Jan 8 at 1 pm)
_______ @ $2 per person

$ ________

Boar’s Head Festival (Sun, Jan 12 at 2 pm)
_______ General admission @ $25 per person
_______ Children @ $15 per person

$ ________
$ ________

Ars Cantorum (Sun, Jan 12 at 8 pm)
______General admission @ $18 per person
______Seniors @ $12 per person
______Students @ $8 per person

$ ________
$ ________
$ ________

Les Misérables (Sun, Jan 26 at 2 pm)
______General admission @ $18 per person
______Seniors or students @ $15 per person
______Children 10 and under @ $10 per person

$ ________
$ ________
$ ________

500 Years of Contemporary Art, (Tues, Jan 28 at 1:30 pm)
_______ @ $2 per person
$ ________
Toxi (Mon, Feb 3 at 1 pm)
_______ @ $10 per person

$ ________

Learn to Play Mah-Jongg (Mon, Feb 3 at 1 pm)
_______ @ $2 per person

$ ________

Legislators Forum (Fri, Feb 7 at 1 pm)
_______ @ Free and open to the public

$ ________

Five College Opera: Street Scene (Sun, Feb 23 at 2 pm)
_______ General admission @ $16 per person
_______ Seniors or students @ $8 per person

$ ___________
$ ________

Total Enclosed

$ ________

Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.”
Mail to: 5CLIR, 9 Mason Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
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GREAT DECISIONS
Great Decisions is a national civic-education program that encourages participants to:
 Learn about U.S. foreign policy and global issues
 Discuss multiple viewpoints in a group setting
 Take part in a national opinion survey
Established in 1918, the Foreign Policy Association is a non-profit education organization and
sponsor of the Great Decisions program.
Spring 2014 Topics:
Islamic Awakening
The aftermath of the Arab Spring has resulted in unforeseen changes in the political landscape in
many countries, especially regarding the role of Islam and democracy. How have the countries in
the Maghreb reacted, including Tunisia, where the Arab Spring began? Is U.S. foreign policy
adapting successfully to all of the changes in the region?
Food and Climate
Even as a sixth of the world’s population suffers from chronic hunger, a changing climate
threatens to wreak havoc on already insecure and vulnerable populations. As food and water
become scarce and once fertile land becomes barren, the U.S. finds itself faced with new challenges
in securing the globe. The U.S. is getting ready, but can it lead the way to climate reform?
Energy Independence
Energy independence, by taking the bargaining chip of oil dependence off the table, would be good
for American foreign policy. But the very technological advances that make independence possible
have created a dilemma for lawmakers. In a government with fixed resources, should the U.S.
encourage more traditional fuel production or invest in the young technology of renewable
resources?
Turkey’s Challenges
Turkey: a nation at a crossroads, a bridge over an ever-growing chasm between the East and
West. Turkey’s first Prime Minister Kemal Ataturk envisioned a modern, democratic nation-state
built on the ashes of the Ottoman Empire with strong ties to Europe, not the Middle East. But as
the clashes between secular and religious groups and the recent protest in Taksim Square show,
the soul of Turkey is still very much up for grabs.
China’s Foreign Policy
China has gone to great lengths to emphasize the “peaceful” nature of its meteoric rise. Yet few
dispute that China is the dominant regional power in Asia – and in recent years Beijing began to
flex its muscles regionally in order to advance its strategic interests. What does the rapid rise of
this new superpower mean for other countries in the region, and are there potential points of
conflict with the U.S. as it “pivots” to Asia?
All events will take place between 9:30 am and noon on 5 consecutive Fridays beginning March
28th, 2014, at the Northampton Senior Center, 67 Conz Street, Northampton.
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5CLIR Trip to Gettysburg

Five College Learning in Retirement
Room 9, Mason Hall, Smith College
Northampton, MA 01063
Phone: (413) 585-3756
Email: 5clir@smith.edu
Website: www.5clir.org
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