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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

For most students in the Valley, being
a senior is fraught with concerns about
grades, graduation, and separation from
friends. Our seniority, on the contrary,
ensures continuing opportunity for learn-
ing together and forming friendships in
LIR! At most, we face difficult choices
among the many attractive offerings cur-
rently being planned 1

Thanks to diligent and careful work
by the task force, our updated bylaws
were prepared in time to be" sent to the
entire membership for scrutiny at least
a week before the special meeting on
April 2nd. With minor amendments the by-
laws were unanimously approved by those
members in attendance.

This year LIR has established
mutually beneficial relationships with
both the Fine Arts Center (FAC) at the
University of Massachusetts and Channel
57 (WGBY) in Springfield. If you have
not yet been a "Greeter" for a performance
at FAC, I urge you to get on the list for
next season. It is an enjoyable and re-
warding experience. Our help with fund
raising at Channel 57 was much appreci-
ated, gratifying for those who partici-
pated, and also gave LIR a bit of publicity. Tapes from the video
library at WGBY are available on loan for use in LIR seminars, and the
catalogue of titles may well inspire additional ideas for study groups

This has been a busy and productive year. We are growing, becom-
ing better known in the larger community and to each other. How many
morning seminars adjourn to meet for lunch and continued lively dis-
cussion? Eating together frequently fosters friendship.

There are, however, recurring needs for members to be part of a
task force and/or work on a standing committee to help maintain the
high quality and smooth running of LIR. Perhaps coordinating a study



group is the most crucial contribution one can make to ensure our
continuation, but if that is not your cup of tea, there are many other
forms of involvement. Inclusion in a part of the necessary work
entails a sense of ownership and belonging, helps cement friendships,
and is fun to boot! This is truly our organization - so sooner or
later you may get a call for your help.

Don't forget the round table lunch at the Lord Jeffery Inn. This
month it's the fourth Friday, April 24th - call the Jeff on the 23rd if
you can join the lunch bunch. Do plan to come to the pot luck lunch/
general meeting on May 5th.

See you there!
Barbara

SEMINARS SEEKING MODERATORS

Learning, having fun, growing, filling in the parts of ourselves
that have been neglected all these years, sharing our expertise with
others, renewing rusty skills — these are what LIR is all about.
They are rewards in and of themselves and they also bring confidence,
companionship, empowerment. The Curriculum Committee exists to nur-
ture the seminars and other learning opportunities that make these good
things possible.

This is the time of year to be thinking about the seminar that
you will moderate next fall. Remember, you don't have to be an expert.
You need to know enough to compile a starting bibliography and organize
the syllabus and the first couple of meetings. Then you can learn
along with everyone else. And by all means, consider a co-moderator —
we'11 help you find one.

We've had requests for seminars on The Cosmos; Bibliotherapy -
Goethe; How Foreigners View America; Africa: Challenges and Hopes; The
First World War; Great Trials —Dreyfuss, Scopes, Sacco-Vanzetti, and
more; Genealogy. The fractionating of American society. The Geology
of the Pioneer Valley. Vickery Hubbard would like to participate in
and perhaps co-moderate a seminar on Alfred North Whitehead. She has
already compiled a starting bibliography. Is any of these something
you'd like to organize?

Any member of the Curriculum Committee will be glad to help you
prepare a proposal. Give us a call -

Ginny Senders

RESOURCES FOR MODERATORS

Attention moderators (or future moderators). Are you looking for
additional resources?

Channel 57, the PBS station in Springfield, has generously extended
borrowing privileges to us at its extensive video/documentary library.
For further information, check with Eleanor Reid at the office. And
don't forget to check into the Audio-visual department of each of the
Five College libraries.



REPORT ON "MINI COURSE" MARK TWAIN DID NOT WRITE FOR CHILDREN

For one and a half days at the end of January 25 LIR's were
exposed to Mark Twain in ways that many of us had not experienced
before. Milton Paisner of the Harvard Institute of Learning in
Retirement ably and enthusiastically lead us through readings and
discussion of five short series while placing them in historical
context. We chuckled at Twain's humor, his brilliant use of dialect
and description of human foibles. We were deeply moved by his anti-war
sentiments as expressed in "The War Prayer", a first reading for many
of us. We met Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn again and were enriched
by this new encounter.

This was accompanied by two delicious buffet lunches and the
bright, attractive atmosphere at the Willits-Hallowell Center at Mt.
Holyoke College. It was a stimulating and pleasurable experience and I
hope this format could be tried again.

David Morse

NOMINATIONS TO THE COUNCIL

The following members have to this date, been nominated by the fall
and spring study groups:

Gordon Arnold David Morse
Florence Barondes Ellie Quint
Benson Bowditch Grace Rollason
Tom Crowe Virginia Senders
Priscilla Dolloff Lora Simon
Ellen Goodwin Harley Unger
George Goodwin Jackie Wisneski

You will receive your ballot in the mail. There are 3 vacancies
to be filled. Those elected will take their seats on the Council in
September.

NOTE ON ELECTION PROCEDURES

The approval of our new election procedures, at the members meeting on
April 2nd, resulted in a peculiar oddity of this year, and this year
only. At our May meeting we will be electing a new Vice President, to
become President automatically in 1993. But we have no President in
the interval! Responding to this temporary little crisis, I moved that
we invite our present President to remain in office for an additional
year, if she is willing.
Motion passed unanimously, and Barbara has graciously consented so to
do.

W. Gibson, Past President



NEWSLETTER/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE SEEKS CORRESPONDENTS

As LIR grows and expands, so does the newsletter! Would you like to
write a guest column, provide graphic art work, draw a cartoon, write a
limerick? Do you have candid snapshots taken in seminars or on field
trips or at potlucks? Any requests for additions to the newsletter?

If so, please call one of the newsletter/publicity committee members.
They include Dolly and Oscar Beveridge, Mary Egginton, Thelma Isaacs,
Sally Lawton, Suzanne Lehman, Eleanor Reid, Dot Swanson and Jackie
Wisneski. Better yet, why not join us on the committee and help plan
the summer newsletter and the publicity for next fall.

(For starters, how many LIR couples have noted a 50th wedding
anniversary? We want to take a group photo at the May membership
potluck for inclusion in the summer issue.

Suzanne Lehman, Chair
Newsletter/Publicity Committee

VOLUNTEER NEWS

Nine volunteer members worked on the telephones March 17 for Channel
57's membership pledge drive in Springfield. They were: Lee Beatty,
Alice and Bob Mertz, Lucy McAfee, Bill and Dot Lieson, Duncan and Grace
Rollason, and Charlotte Turgeon.

And there have been 16 of our members taking turns as greeters at
concerts at the UMass Fine Arts Center since the beginning of January.
Coordinator of volunteers Lucy McAfee says there will be additional
opportunities for all of us, so if you haven't yet been an LIR
volunteer, you still have something to look forward to 1

SEMINAR TO BE OFFERED MAY 28

A two-day seminar will be led by Herb Greenhut of the Institute for
Retired Professionals, New York city. This guest leader will use
different techniques to engage you in tracing the history of
Jefferson's "Wall of Separation" between church and state. Small
groups will analyze case law and predict {or recommend!) judicial
results. This is scheduled for May 28th and 29th. Details will be
mailed at a later date.

SPECIAL EVENT, THURSDAY, APRIL 30th.

Bus trip (limit of 26) to Hartford's Wadsworth Atheneum (admission
free on Thursdays).

Lunch (11:30 - 2:30} at the Museum. Groups should make separate
reservations on arrival at 11:00 a.m.

At 3:00 there will be a tour of the MARK TWAIN House lasting till
4:30. Admission is $4.50.

Please send $10 for the bus fare to Eleanor Quint. The bus will
leave the Gazette Parking lot in Northampton at 9:30 a.m., and will
return at about 6:00 p.m.



ART EXHIBIT OF LIR MEMBERS

The Special Events committee needs to know how many members would like
to participate, what paintings, drawings, objects or other works would
be offered, and how much space might be needed. So far a place has not
been selected. Please give the information to Phyllis Doloff.

OVERNIGHT TRIP BEING PLANNED

A summer overnight trip is projected for July 14 - 15 to Newburyport,a
historical town on the coast with the opportunity for walking and bird
watching excursions on nearby Plum Island. The 25 passenger bus will
be available for this date and the cost will be $85.00 and includes
transportation, bed and meals, except for one. If interested please
contact Lee Beatty.

ODDS AND ENDS

Did you see the nice spread on LIR in the March issue of Eld e r v i si on,
published by the Northampton Council on Aging? LIR members featured
included Pat Keating, David Navon, Jean Unger, Peg Hartman, Sam and Peg
Freedman, Bill Lieson and David Morse.

Art Work

The art work in this issue was contibuted by Priscilla Dolloff.

SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING, MAY 5th

Save Tuesday, May 5 for the annual Spring membership meeting to be held
at the Field House at 10:30 a.m. followed by lunch. Kindly brin-3 food
according to your last name.

A - M Main course dish to serve 6 to 3
N - R Salad for 6 to 8
S - Z Dessert to serve 6 to 8

Please call Eleanor Reid to confirm your attendance.

Photographic work taken by Neil Hammer.



WHY NOT?

Studio artists getting together for mutual critiques or studio tours? LIR
members studying Costa Rican flora and fauna in preparation for an
Elderhostel trip? A series of investigations, partly on foot, of the histories of
local towns? An LIR chamber group performing at a membership luncheon?
An invited outsider leading us in a two-day seminar on the First
Amendment? Visits to local organs and carillons? An informal discussion
group on twentieth century science? Short courses in January, in the late
spring, in the summer?

These were some of the ideas that emerged when a subcommittee of the
Curriculum Committee met to ask "Is there life beyond the Peer-Led Study-
Group?"

The aforementioned P-L S-G was the instructional format on which Harvard,
our model, founded its ILR, and it is the basic format used by all the
institutes in the Elderhostel Institute Network. It is a mode that makes use
of the experience, knowledge, and wisdom of members, as moderators and
again as participants. It is an active form of learning. We all know the
exhilaration that comes from a heady discussion of ideas or the sharing of
experiences. The small peer-led study group, maintaining a high standard of
excellence, will, we hope, always form the core of our curriculum.

But what if some of our members wanted to study conversational Spanish
together? Or take oral histories under the guidance of a historian? Or read
plays, with casting, in preparation for a public performance? Or study
physics? Or calligraphy? Or watercolor painting? Or join in personal growth
exercises and explorations? None of these neatly f i ts the standard study-
group format. Could we do them anyway?

Our committee's answer: "Why Not?"

"Well, " we said," maybe there are reasons why not." Maybe the Curr iculum
Committee shouldn't sponsor an offering if ( 1 1 not enough people want it; (2)
we don't have somebody to do it or a place to hold it; (3 ) it would be a real
administrative hassle; 14) it's already done well elsewhere in the community
(but we also noted that some duplication could be tolerated. Some things
would be fun to do with our LIR friends.) ( 5 ) it 's frivolous or silly (bu t who
decides that?) (6) some other LIR committee — we thought of Special Events
-- could more appropriately sponsor it. Barring those objections, our attitude
toward innovation could well be: Why Not?



In reaching this accepting conclusion, we are not pioneering new territory.
Most other LIRs already offer a variety of programs beyond their core
seminars. The Institute of Retired Professionals at the New School for Social
Research in NY offers quilting, chess, aerobics, and Physics for Poets ( taught
as a course by a physicist.) At the IRP, when a number of people want a
seminar on a particular topic, the Curriculum Committee arranges for them
to meet and choose a moderator from among themselves. One LIR in
Maryland invites the Mayor of Baltimore to meet with members for eight
weeks to teach them about his tasks and trials. Many LIRs participate in the
Elderhostel Institute Network's pre-travel seminars. Painting courses at
another LIR are packed.

What works at another LIR may not be right for us, but if you have an idea
of something you want to learn or do or teach, try it out on the Curr iculum
Committee. You're likely to find that our answer is: Why Not?

Virginia L. (Ginny) Senders, Chair of the Curr iculum Committee

A final thought: Are there any educational programs or activities you'd like
to propose for the summer? Let us know.
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