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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

"Now that the winter's gone, the earth hath lost
Her snow-white robes, and now no more the frost
Candies the grass , or casts an icy cream
Upon the silver lake or crystal stream; . . .
The valleys, hills, and woods in rich array
Welcome the coming of the long ' d-f or May ! "

Thomas Carew 1640

This lovely time of nature ' s renewal bears a singular poignancy
for me ; so many of my life's transitions have happened in spring.

Leadership in any human enterprise engenders both gratification
and chagrin when the time approaches for relinquishing responsibility.
Combined with the urgency of completing known unfinished tasks, a new
beginning carries the rueful echo of an ending to my stewardship as
president of LIR. What could, or should have been accomplished or have
been achieved with better grace before my time ran out? { I have my
personal answers! }

As an organization we have not yet answered the perennial ques-
tion, "What do we want to be when we are grown up?" The challenge for
a young person is equally challenging for a young organization. With
increasing membership we are confronted by the necessity to make long
range plans and difficult choices . Shall we maintain fairly exclusive-
ly the ideal of peer learning in small groups with reasonably high ex-
pectation of intellectual content, is there an interest in increasing a
more traditional "teacher/student" format in our seminars , or do we
drift to an experiential mode with sociability as the ultimate goal?
These are real questions with pressure toward each end of this contin-
uum. What does membership in LIR mean to you?

I truly value the supportive collaboration and the accomplishment
of sometimes stressful tasks undertaken cheerfully by the Council and
committees during my tenure . I'm delighted that leadership will now be
transferred to the genial capability and wisdom of Bill Lieson, our
incoming president , who can be assured of affection and support during
the year ahead.

Barbara Southworth



REPORT OF THE BY-LAW COMMITTEE

For the second year the President's Committee to evaluate the by-laws
held frequent meetings during the late winter and early spring. There
was general agreement that in a fledgling organization such as ours,
re-evaluation of the by-laws should be an ongoing process until such
time we have achieved a document that is generally accepted by the
membership.

This year the existing bylaws were examined paragraph by paragraph,
sentence by sentence and word by word. The Committee recognized that
ours is a growing organization and that based on this assumption that
greater participation of members was desirable, certain recommendations
were made.

1. Creation of an Executive Committee
2. Work more closely with the Financial Officer of Five

Colleges Inc.
3. Tighten definitions to eliminate ambiguity.
4. Reorganize certain functions to assure greater partici-

pation .
Bill Hubbard

Committee Member

SPECIAL EVENTS SUMMER OFFERING

The Special Events Committee has made initial plans for LIR members to
attend the Chester Miniature Theatre again this summer for five Wed-
nesday matinee performances. Each play date will follow a preparatory
meeting with a member of the cast or, in one case, with the playwright.
The meetings will start at 11:00 a.m. and be followed by a luncheon,
yet to be arranged, probably at one of the five colleges or perhaps at
Applewood. The ten dates are as follows, starting with the 11 a.m.
speaker and lunch, followed by the first play matinee at 2:00 p.m. etc.

Sunday, July 11 - Vincent Dowling
#1 Wed. July 14 BOSS GRADY'S BOYS

Monday, July 26 - Ken Tigar
#2 Wed. July 28 - FANNY KEMBLE

Tuesday, Aug. 10 - Paul Collins
#3 Wed., August 11 - COURAGE

Monday August 23 - possibly the playwright, Lee Kelcheim
#4 Wed. August 25 - MOVING

Monday, August 30 - Jason Buzas
#5 Wed. September 1 - PINSTRIPE SUITE

Tickets are $8.00 each BUT for a group of 8 - $7.20, for a group of 13,
$6.80 each. A piayscript can be provided for about $3.50. We hope to
have several groups of 8 LIR members and invited friends to attend
several, if not all, five of the special opportunities in playgoing
made available to LIR by Vincent Dowling.

If fewer than 8 sign up then the preliminary meeting with speaker (&
luncheon) will be cancelled. Make checks for play and play script
payable to 5-College LIR and send them to Karen at the LIR Office.
DEADLINE for reservations is Friday, June llth.



SEMINAR REPORTS

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WRITING VIII - This was my first involvement in
Learning in Retirement. I chose this class because it was given in
Amherst. I had a very pleasant experience, My classmates and leader
were all just so nice. The leader, Justin Hartman was efficient and
well organized and at the same time, warmly supportive. Each person
read from his or her own writing at least twice. For some, this was
the first try and for some, not easy. I think this activity bolsters
confidence which tends to wane as our powers decrease. Reviewing our
lives, we validate them. On the whole, this was an excellent beginning
for me.

Freda M. DePillis

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WRITING (section 2) - The Seminar concluded on April
26, with a luncheon at Applewood. Participants voted the following
four to read out loud their biographies: Florence Barondes, Marjorie
Bennett, Jean Unger, and Phillip Ward. Iris Burton-Kent read two
poems. A lovely time was had by all.

THE ROADS THEY'VE TAKEN - This seminar co-chaired by Alice Friedman
and Barbara Southworth, used Jill Kerr Conway's autobiography, The Road
from Coorain, as its point of departure. After some exploratory
discussion of Conway's life, members proceeded to select the memoirs of
other women to present to the group for discussion, focussing upon
comparisons with Conway's life story and the influences which helped to
shape it. Many of the women chosen were included in the book of
autobiographical writings, Written by Herself, edited by Jill Conway.
They ranged from pioneers and reformers, such as freed slave, Harriet
Jacobs and the creator of Hull House, Jane Addams, to artists and
writers, such as Berthe Morisot and Maxine Hong Kingston. We
considered historical contexts, the significance of family relation-
ships and financial circumstances, the role of mentors, and, of course,
the importance of gender. With our collective, accumulated wisdom, we
agreed that "times are changing" for women, and we look forward to
reading the memoirs of the next generation twenty years from now.
Meanwhile, we have enjoyed the "road we've taken"in the course of this
journey,

Kay Eschenberg

ENGLISH WORDS/PROTO-INPO-EUROPEAW ROOTS - This seminar provided a
unique learning experience. The reconstructed Indo-European language,
as it now exists, has been described as "one of the great human
artifacts", since the speakers of Proto-Indo-European never developed a
written language. The language is believed to have been spoken from
about 450 B.C. to 2500 B.C. Most modern European languages, many
modern Asiatic languages, some languages now of limited use, as Latin
and Samarit, and several extinct languages are descended from Proto-
Indo-European .

The exercise of digging out the Indo-European roots of English words,
under the expert guidance of Howard Reep, was not always easy, but was
consistently interesting. The individual projects of the members of



the seminar - whether archaelogical of linguistic - were also very
interesting - both to the individual gathering the information and to
the whole group hearing the reports.

Tom Crowe

UNCOMMON TRAVELERS - With Ben Bowditch as an enthusiastic Captain, we
traveled from 450 B.C. to the 20th Century. We sailed around the world
four times. By land we went from Egypt to India and China. We traced
the White Nile and the Blue Nile to their sources and attempted to find
the Northwest Passage and the "Unknown Continent" of the South Pacific.
Although most of the explorers were men, we also took unconventional
land tours with three women to Africa, the Middle East and Asia and
suffered with Fanny Trollope on her unhappy trip to the United States.
Without having to pack and unpack a suitcase, we learned a lot of
geography.

Virginia Beal

WOMEN IN JAZZ - Jay Melrose brought to the classroom a profound love of
his subject. He was well prepared for every session. He taught about
the structure of Jazz, and the "how's" of improvization. He also made
available to the seminar members his extensive library of books and
records. Every seminar members was treated to an individual conference
at his home where they were assisted in the preparation of their
presentation.

As a newcomer to L.I.R. this class was the best way to begin. I was
made to feel important and productive as well as a vital member of that
wonderful class.

Shirley Tiano

DEVELOPMENT OF THE FIVE COLLEGES - During the first half of these
seminar sessions, the participants reported on the beginnings of each
of the five colleges, along with educational developments relating to
the time period of each institution at it's founding. In connection
with the founding of Amherst College (1821), we heard about the
importance of denominational influences on that institution. A report
about higher education for women was linked to a presentation about Mt.
Holyoke College (1837) . The University of Massachusetts (1863) was
paired with views about public higher education. The founding of Smith
College (1875) was presented along with a report dealing with the
debate over liberal versus practical education. Along with the report
about the beginnings of Hampshire College (1970) , we heard about the
educational philosophy of Alexander MeikleJohn of Amherst College and
his drive for educational reform.

During the second half of this course the following general topics
about higher education were explored and discussed: admissions;
governance; multiculturalism,; political correctness; affirmative
action in academe; academic tenure; goals of education.

Luba Keep

Due to a misunderstanding, two reviews of Something Old, Something New
were solicited. Since we didn't want either reviewers' work to come to
naught, we are printing both reviews.



POEMS - OLD AND NEW - Under the deft and knowledgeable leadership of
Marjorie Kaufman and Walker Gibson, members of the "Something Old •
Something New Seminar", had the pleasure of rediscovering favorite
poems from the past as well as discovering new poems from the present.
Each member read selected poems, from each category, aloud and then
explained what prompted the choice and often what the poem was all
about.

The variety of choices, the high quality of the readings aloud and the
lively discussions provoked by the poems made this seminar so enjoyable
that we added an extra day. We hated to see it end.

Jean Roetter
SOMETHING OLD - SOMETHING NEW

Under the deft guidance of Marjorie Kaufman and Bill Gibson, seminar
participants had an opportunity to present and discuss poems of their
choice. Poems still fully memorized or half-forgotten along with
poetry new to some, made up a smorgasbord rich in sound and meaning.
Where appropriate, information of a more technical nature was provided
by the moderators. The addition of a session and the request for
another poetry course testified to the pleasure and worth afforded by
"Poems: Something Old, Something New."

Ed Buck

PROMISES TO KEEP - The very able leadership of our co-moderators Bill
Lieson and Gerry Braunthal, and Mandate for Change, a 1993 publication
of the Progressive Policy Institute, provided a focus for lively
discussions of Clinton's goals and progress. How can we revitalize
schools, replace welfare with work opportunity, provide health care for
all, significantly reduce environmental damage, etc.? Are expanding
world economies and democracy inseparable? Can Government be
reinvented? If only Congress had listened to us, the first 100 days
might have been more productive!

Duncan Rollason

RAIN FORESTS/COSTA RICA - Our class had an exciting spring learning
more about the exotic rainforests of the earth, especially those of
Costa Rica. Ellen Weiss, our fearless leader, after visiting Costa
Rica, went back to teach children for a year in 1989-90, in Monte
Verde. After giving us an excellent history of Costa Rica, Ellen
shared her year's personal experience there. Jolayne Hinkel's report
presented facts about the uniquely layered ecosystem of a rainforest
including exotic stories of its colorful creatures and outsize plants,
and of a present day group only now classifying the 59% of earth's
species that live in rainforests. Dolly and Oscar Beveridge reported
more extensively on the Flora and Fauna, Peg Friedman and Ed Manwell
told us of the Amazon rainforests, and Clarie Manwell covered the
extreme problems and possible solutions of Deforestation. Gordon
Arnold went to Costa Rica with Carol midway in our course, and they
shared stories of their trip, and movies taken while there. Carol and
Gordon had been overturned from a raft into rapids on a swollen river -
we saw and heard the tales - all were properly amazed at their



survival!

Over half of our class had been to Central or South American rain-
forests, and several more than once. Ed Manwell is going again in May.
After two wonderful videos with astounding closeups of creative layers
up in the huge trees, and our closing trip to Boston's Science Museum
for the Omni theatre's three dimensional film on rainforests, we all
feel we've been there - and we will all share with Myra Silverthorne
who left us for surgery.

Jolayne Hinkel

THE CHALLENGE OF GEORGE BERNARD SHAW - Sam Freedman led an interesting
and informative 10 week seminar covering many aspects of the personal
philosophy of this great writer as expressed in his numerous plays and
essays. Instead of studying the individual works of Shaw, his ideas on
many aspects of life were researched by consulting nearly the entire
body of his output. For example, a diverse number of Shaw's thoughts
on music, dramatic criticism, socialism, capital punishment, vivi-
section, women, war, etc., as well as his personality and marriage were
examined. His theory of the "Life Force" was discussed by an invited
expert from Smith College, although Sam himself is certainly an expert
on these subjects. Weekly reports by each of the group members were
informative and were expressed with clarity and enthusiasm. Bravisimo,
Sam!

David Navon

THE YEAR THAT WAS - As it turned out, the title of this seminar/work-
shop in local history didn't quite fit the projects pursued, but no
matter. Moderator David Dill started us off in the right direction
with excellent guidance on how to find and use primary source material
in researching the events of a single year in a locality's past. But
then, thus informed and motivated, we charged off in our own various
directions - with fascinating results... Herewith a local history
quiz, which the seminar members who researched and reported on these
matters can breeze right through. What about you?

What did a British organist, banished from Boston
during the War of 1812, do with himself in Northampton?

What do you know of the life and times of Northampton's
first Irish-American mayor?

What about Samuel Lapham Hill, Erastus Salisbury Field,
Caleb C. Dickinson, Thomas Shepherd?

Who could belong to the "secret" Washington Benevolent
Society?

How many theaters came and went in downtown Westfield
during the heyday of movies and vaudeville?

What were the medical diagnoses of Cooley Dickinson
Hospital's first patients?

From what were Polish immigrants fleeing when they came
to the Pioneer Valley?

How and when did Northampton's Unitarian Society get
its start?

What remains of the 19th century Shepherd Mill in Leeds,
and what did it produce?

What is the history of The History of_ Florence?
Did you know that, until 1772, students at Yale and
Harvard were listed not alphabetically but according to



the social rank of their father?

What's your score?

DOWN BY THE SALLY GARDENS - This seminar covered an interesting variety
of garden subjects led by our knowledgeable and sharing moderator,
Sally Lawton. The book, Green Thoughts, by Eleanor Perenyi provided a
broad guide to the garden seminars. Perenyi, a writer, discusses her
30 plus years of gardening with "a wonderful collection of essays on
horticulture" listing subjects in alphabetical order beginning with
annuals and ending with wild flowers and woman's place.

The diverse gardening experiences of the group added to the discus-
sions. Timely topics such as Dick Keating's organic gardening have us
all working toward a less toxic environment. Carol Arnold reported on
two famous woman garden designers, Beatrix Farrand and Gertrude Jekyll,
and the heritage gardens of Williamsburg and Monticello covered in part
the history of American gardens.

A trip was made to the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens and yet to come (May
7th) is a trip to Framingham to visit the "Garden in the Woods."

With the warm weather we are returning to our gardens with new thoughts
and inspiration.

Marjorie Freer

GREAT DECISIONS

The inagural LIR Great Decisions course of this Winter/Spring was a
resounding success. We covered eight topics, each concerned with
goals, priorities, reforms, new directions and possible U.S. policies
concerning these areas. Topics were: U.S. in a New World, United
Nations, Germany's Role, China, Trade and Global Economy, Russia and
the Central Asian Republics, India and Pakistan and Children At Risk.
Each topic was covered by the very current Great Decisions background
study book. Additionally, each two-hour session was opened with a one-
half hour Great Decisions series of interviews taped from the PBS TV
Series. The remaining one and a half hours were devoted to very well
led and moderated discussions. It was from listening to and parti-
cipating in these spirited discussions that our individual views
started to develop and take form. Although none of us felt we were
quite ready to take over as Secretary of State, we did feel that our
understanding of current issues had deepened. Certainly we will take
greater interest and enjoyment in reading of unfolding world events in
the New York Times' News of the Week in Review. Well attended
luncheons were set up after each session and these accomplished their
goal. It was a way to get to know each other better. In short, Great
Decisions was a great experience.

Paul Rothery




