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To the Members of Five College Learning in Retirement:

The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this catalog

of seminars and workshops for the Spring 2011 term. Committee members and seminar moderators

have worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we believe reflects

the broad range of artistic and intellectual interests of the 5CLIR membership. We hope that you agree

and that you find among these offerings seminars that excite and challenge both heart and mind.

Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and their success 

depends on the quality of participation of each member. In seminars, each participant is responsible

for researching and making one report or presentation and for taking an active part in all discussions.

In workshops, participants engage in active learning, usually through hands-on activities; sometimes

these involve outside preparation. 5CLIR has an extensive inventory of audio/visual equipment that

may be reserved by members to use in their seminar presentations. Any expenses such as texts,

DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic supplies are the responsibility of the participants.  

Participants may sign up for as many seminars/workshops as they wish.

The Committee would like to thank the members who have volunteered to moderate the 24 seminars

and workshops to be offered in the spring semester. Without their creativity and dedication, we would

not have the variety and quality that you find in these pages.

Members of the 2010–2011 Curriculum Committee

Term Ending 30 June 2011 Term Ending 30 June 2012

Paul Berman Sandy Campbell

Laura Cranshaw Carol Jolly

Peter Ferber Dean Poli

Carol Lee Eva Sartori

Jean Miller Claire Sherr

Term ending 30 June 2013

Felicia Barber

Ruth Kosiorek Mary Franks and Jim Scott, Co-Chairs

Ellen Peck Ex-Officio – Joan Wofford, Vice-President

Pete Reitt

Dottie Rosenthal
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Five College Learning in Retirement

Summary of Seminars – Spring Semester 2011
Unless otherwise noted, seminar times are 10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon and 1:30–3:30 p.m.

Monday Mornings   (10:00–12:00)

Music of the Silk Road, With a Side Trip to Java – Candy Carlisle – SC: Room 308, Lilly Hall (Smith

School for Social Work), corner of Green St and West St, Smith College, Northampton 

[Note: no seminar April 11th; snow date May 9th]

Monday Afternoons   (1:30–3:30)

What Makes a Terrorist Tick? – Sandy Cortez-Grieg – AC: Room 208, Keefe Campus Center  

[Note: meets 2:00–4:00 p.m.]

The Short Works of Leo Tolstoy and Anton Chekhov – Claire Sherr & Eva Sartori – SC: Room 308,

Lilly Hall (Smith School for Social Work), corner of Green St and West St, Smith College

Exploring the World of Tom Stoppard – Carol Jolly – Lilly Library, 19 Meadow St, Florence

Mountains Beyond Mountains [Paul Farmer & Tracy Kidder] – Jim Scott – Hitchcock Center, 

(North Room) 525 S. Pleasant Street, Amherst (Route 116) 

Reading Tocqueville: Democracy in America – Michael Greenebaum – Rockridge Retirement 

Community, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton

Tuesday Mornings    (10:00–12:00)

Eating Animals: Past, Present, Future – Steve Gross – SC: Dewey Common Room  

[Note: meets 9:30–11:30 a.m.]

Whodunit? Part II: Mysteries and Movies – Joan Laird and Bev von Kries – UMass: Transit Center, 

255 Governor’s Drive

Three Generations in Modern Egypt: The Cairo Trilogy by Naguib Mahfouz – Ellen Peck – 3rd Floor

Conference Room, Loomis Retirement Community, 20 Bayon Dr., South Hadley (off Rte 116)

Tuesday Afternoons    (1:30–3:30)

Arthur Miller: Playwright as Artist and Social Critic – Ed Golden – AC: Room 208, Keefe Campus 

Center  [Note: meets 2:00–4:00 p.m.]

History of the Arabs  – Jim Harvey – UMass: Room 113, Continuing Education Building, 

Venture Way (off N. Maple Street), Hadley 

Writers’ Workshop  – Joan Cenedella – The Library, Rockridge Retirement Community, 25 Coles 

Meadow Road, Northampton [Note: 8-week seminar:  starts March 8, ends April 26]

All About Musical Instruments – Sue Gerstle – Basement seminar room, Rockridge Retirement 

Community, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton

Hats, Caps, Bonnets, Beanies, and Other Head Coverings – Janet Price – Applewood Retirement 

Community, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
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5CLIR fall semester continued

Wednesday Mornings   (10:15–12:15)

Broadway Musicals: Historic, Economic and Social Currents – Hill Boss – ACTV, 246 College St, 

Amherst [Note: meets 10:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.] 

Wednesday Afternoons    (1:30–3:30)

Global Warming and Climate Change: What Does the Future Hold? – Joel Halpern & Gordon 
Wyse – AC: Room 208, Keefe Campus Center [Note: meets 2:00–4:00 p.m.] 

Collections – Gail Gaustad – SC: Dewey Common Room [Note: meets 2:00–4:00 p.m.] 

D.H. Lawrence, Novelist – Michael Wolff – The Library, Amherst Woman’s Club, 35 Triangle Street

The Far Right in American Politics – Leo Sartori – The Dining Room, Amherst Woman’s Club, 

35 Triangle Street

Creative Couples in Literature and the Arts – Sandy Campbell – Mt Tom Room, Easthampton 

Lathrop [Note: 8-week seminar. Starts Feb 23rd; no meeting March 16th; snow date April 27th]

Reading Poetry: Black Poets of the 20th Century – Katharine Hazen & Julie Schlobohm – The 

Library, Rockridge Retirement Community, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton

In Chinese Shoes – Paul Shepard & Hy Edelstein – UMass: Transit Center, 255 Governor’s Drive

Thursday Mornings    (9:30–11:30) [Note earlier time of most Thursday seminars]

Writing to Remember – Zina Tillona & Henia Lewin – Grace Church (in the “Connector,” the new 

addition), 14 Boltwood Avenue (by The Commons), Amherst

Taking the Terror out of Technology – Joan Wofford – The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop 

AC – Amherst College    SC – Smith College   

UMass – UMass Continuing Education OR UMass Transit Center (on campus)

While every effort is made to adhere to the schedule as published here, occasionally changes must

be made at the request of a hosting institution, but you will be advised immediately of any altered

arrangements.

There are no seminars on Thursday afternoons or Fridays.



Spring 2011 Seminar Catalog
***Seminars begin the week of Valentine’s Day: 14th February, 2011***

MONDAY MORNING

Music of The Silk Road, With a Side Trip to Java.

Moderator: Candy Carlisle

Role of participants: Prepare a report, play CD selections, and lead discussions. 

For the Gamelan project, learn and play easy melodic and rhythmic parts. 

No musical background necessary!

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 8–15

Time: Monday morning, 10:00–12:00 [Note: no seminar April 11; snow date May 9]

Place: Rm 308, Lilly Hall, Smith College campus, corner Green St and West St

Parking: you will be issued with a campus parking permit

Indigenous music from countries and cultures along the Silk Road; plus "Ritchik Ritchik", 

a Javanese Gamelan piece 

Have you ever listened to traditional music from Japan and China? How about Mongolia, Uzbekistan,

Kazakhstan, Turkey or Iran? Yo Yo Ma's Silk Road Project aims to preserve the indigenous music of

these and other countries and their varied cultures before it is forever lost to modernization. His 

selections are fascinating and diverse, some pleasing to the European ear, some less so.

Participants will select and present two or three pieces, linked by country or ethnicity, instruments or

musical genre, from the double CD set "The Silk Road, A Musical Caravan." The class will discuss

the music after each presentation.

On a "side trip" to Java, the class will learn an easy but lovely sounding Gamelan piece. and have a

chance to play "Ritchik, Ritchik" on authentic Gamelan instruments.            

Resources: David Reck's "Music of the Whole World" (instruments and music styles), available at

area libraries including Lilly and Forbes. Participants should buy, or arrange to share, the double CD

set "The Silk Road, A Musical Caravan," c. 2002 by Smithsonian Folkways Recordings: SFWCD

40438. An interactive Silk Road music site through the American Museum of Natural History,

www.amnh.org/ology, is a useful source of information.  

The Moderator: Candy was an elementary and middle school general music and chorus teacher for

30 years. She has prepared and developed an East Asian music unit for middle school music classes. 
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MONDAY AFTERNOON

What Makes a Terrorist Tick?

Moderator: Sandy Cortez-Greig

Role of participants: Prepare a brief report and lead the ensuing discussion

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 16–20
Time: Monday afternoon, 2:00–4:00 

Place: Room 208, Keefe Campus Center, Amherst College

Parking: you may obtain a parking permit when advised by the moderator

Allay fears, seek solutions and bring understanding to a scary situation 

The objective of the seminar is to study strategies to combat the fear of terrorism by examining the

motivations of those who become terrorists, looking at the successes (or failures) of historical terrorist

movements, the effectiveness of national and international measures to counter terrorists, and what

attitudes we can adopt to mitigate our fears of terrorism.  My premise is, “If we let the terrorists scare

us, they win.”  

If we can understand what motivates terrorists, can we defend ourselves from them, both physically

and emotionally? Do we confront evil with more evil, or should we be better than that?  If they are

truly irrational, shouldn’t we remain rational?  These are some of the questions that we will be 

considering.

Resources: News reports, books, on-line resources, and research materials located by the partici-

pants. The moderator will make suggestions if asked. 

The Moderator: Sandy worked in the Department of State’s Intelligence wing, looking at these issues

using unclassified as well as classified sources, where he became familiar with the major debates in

the U.S. and NATO arenas on terrorism and terrorism finance.  

The Short Works of Leo Tolstoy and Anton Chekhov

Moderators: Claire Sherr and Eva Sartori

Role of participants: Prepare a report and lead the discussion

Number of participants (incl. moderators): 15
Time: Monday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: Room 308, Lilly Hall, Corner Green St & West St, Smith College

Parking: you will be issued with a campus parking permit 

Leo Tolstoy and Anton Chekhov are among the giants of world literature. Tolstoy is most renowned

for his great novels and Chekhov for his plays, but throughout their lives they both wrote short stories

which have the earmarks of their longer works, full of emotion, psychological acumen, and empathy

for their fellow human beings. Both lived in the late 19th century, knew each other, and appreciated

each other's genius, although they came from different backgrounds, were a generation apart, and

offered different visions of the experience of being human.

We will choose a number of short stories and novellas by each writer, including some of the most 

famous, such as Tolstoy's "Kreutzer Sonata" and "The Death of Ivan Ilych," and Chekhov's "The Monk"

and "The Darling."
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Tolstoy and Chekhov continued...

There will be some discussion of their lives, which are of great interest in themselves, but the emphasis

will be on their works. Each participant will be expected to present a novella, a longer short story, or

several short ones from the list we will provide, and to lead a discussion. For the discussion to be

meaningful, the participants will be expected to read all the material chosen.

Resources: Tolstoy, Leo, Great Short Works of Leo Tolstoy. Introduction by John Bayley,  Trans.

Louise and Aylmer Maude. Harper Perennial, 1967. Chekhov, Anton, Stories. Introduction by Richard

Pevear. Trans. Richard Pevaer and Larissa Volokhonsky.  Bantam Books, 2000.

The Moderators Claire and Eva are avid readers and admirers of Russian literature.

Exploring the World of Tom Stoppard

Moderator: Carol Jolly

Role of participants: Select a play to describe, explain (insofar as possible) 

and critique

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 10–16
Time: Monday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: Lilly Library, 19 Meadow Street, Florence

Parking: ample parking on site

An exploration of the plays of Tom Stoppard

For over 40 years, Tom Stoppard has been intriguing, entertaining, and bewildering audiences with

his extraordinary plays. His 25 or so plays deal with philosophical, scientific and literary issues, and

they are presented with verbal wit, visual humor, and profound linguistic complexity. In fact, his puns,

jokes, innuendo and other wordplay is the common characteristic of his work. This seminar will allow

us to discuss some of Stoppard's work and perhaps deepen our appreciation of his artistry. 

The seminar will primarily be a discussion of the plays, but we might also view DVDs or enact scenes.

Resources: Copies of Stoppard's plays are available through area libraries, at bookstores, and via

Internet booksellers. The moderator will provide a chronological listing of the plays for participants'

selection.  Participants are not expected to read all the plays.

The Moderator: Having been entertained and bewildered by several productions of Stoppard shows,

Carol has often wanted to slow down the pace of consideration so she could better appreciate the

playwright's verbal brilliance.
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Mountains Beyond Mountains: An Exploration of Paul Farmer & Tracy Kidder

Moderator: Jim Scott

Role of participants: read assigned sections from the text; research and give a report and lead 

discussion

Number of participants (including moderator): 17
Time: Monday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: Hitchcock Center for the Environment (North Room), 525 S. Pleasant St, Amherst

Parking: ample parking on site

Health care delivery in dispossessed parts of the world as seen through two 

extraordinary men

The text for this seminar will be Tracy Kidder's Mountains Beyond Mountains, in which Kidder accom-

panies Paul Farmer in his practice of providing medical care to the poor in Haiti, Peru and Russia, as

well as contributing to medical research in Boston. The reader shares the passion of the participants

in these projects, carried out in spite of enormous odds against success. The medical, financial, 

political and moral contexts of these struggles are extraordinary to read about and lead the reader to

ponder their foundations and consequences.

The interactions between Paul Farmer and Tracy Kidder are so deftly crafted in the text that the 

understanding of each gains from their experience together. Tracy Kidder lives in Williamsburg MA

and has written several non-fiction books about life in the Pioneer Valley.

Resources: Mountains Beyond Mountains is available locally and on the internet.  Other materials

are available in local libraries and on line.

Moderator: Jim Scott (formerly a high school science teacher) has moderated numerous seminars

on topics ranging from chemistry, physics and natural history to economics and American history.
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Reading Tocqueville: Democracy in America

Moderator: Michael Greenebaum

Role of participants: Read 40–60 pages each week and lead a discussion 

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 19
Time: Monday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: The Library, Rockridge Retirement Comm., 25 Coles Meadow Rd, Northampton

Parking: ample parking on site

Democracy in America, volume 1

Even though this proposal is being written in the days before the mid-term elections, it certainly feels

as though the United States is hurtling towards political chaos. So perhaps it is the right time to take

a deep breath, go back almost two centuries, and look at America through the eyes of an elegant and 

shrewd young aristocrat. Democracy in America is an amazing book. We may feel that democracy

has proven itself in the 21st century, but in the 19th century it was new, controversial and by no means

firmly rooted. Tocqueville immediately recognized that equality was the uniquely American condition,

and he looked at it as an analyst, not an enthusiast.

We will inevitably want to approach his great book in the same spirit, but we will also want to apply

his analysis to our own time to see how well it captures 21st-century American character. The reading

is a pleasure because it is so clearly written and the ideas so intriguing. Political theory has never

been bettered.

Resources: Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (trans. by Arthur Goldhammer), Library of

America, 2004, ISBN 1-931082-54-5, available at substantial discount online. Other translations may

be used if a participant already has one, but this edition has a chronology and set of notes that is

very useful, and critics have generally felt it is the best one currently available.

The Moderator: Michael taught history and literature at the high school level and organization studies

at UMass at the graduate level. For 21 years he was principal of Mark's Meadow School in Amherst.

Michael believes that the two most important political theorists for our times are Thucydides and 

Tocqueville.
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TUESDAY MORNING

Eating Animals: Past, Present, Future

Moderator: Steve Gross   

Role of participants: Prepare a report and lead discussion   

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 12–18

Time: Tuesday morning, 9:30–11:30

Place: Dewey Common Room, Dewey Hall, Smith College

Parking: you will be issued with a campus parking permit

How eating meat impacts other beings, Mother Earth, and ourselves         

Over the course of the seminar, we will trace the history of animal agriculture, focusing on the USA.

We will examine the historical, sociological, political, psychological and economic implications of eating

meat. Participants may have additional ideas, but below are some suggested topics to accomplish

this: a history of animal domestication; animal agriculture in the US through 1950; animal factories in

the US 1950–present; psychological aspects of meat eating; sexual politics in meat eating; politics in

factory farming: the USDA, the media, the food pyramid; sustainable animal husbandry today;

changes on the horizon: Pew, FAO report on animal agriculture, etc.

Although the main format of the seminars will be readings and discussion, we may be able to visit

farms during the semester.

Resources: A list of suggested (optional) reading will be given to participants, but Eating Animals by

Jonathan Foer should be purchased and read. The book is available in paperback from amazon.com.

The Moderator: Steve Gross started the first state Political Action Committee devoted to animal 

welfare in 1990 and has served as Corporate Consultant to People for the Ethical Treatment of 

Animals since 1998. He is CEO of Farm Forward, whose mission is to end factory farming and support

sustainable farmers who are interested in following the best animal welfare practices.

Whodunit, Part II: Mysteries and Movies

Moderators: Joan Laird and Bev von Kries 

Role of participants: Prepare a report and lead discussion

Number of participants (incl. moderators): 20    
Time: Tuesday morning, 10:00–12:00

Place: UMass Transit Center, 255 Governor’s Drive

Parking: in lot 45 adjacent to the Transit facility

Analyzing detective novels and their movie versions

Most of us love a good mystery. From Graham Greene to Stieg Larsson, from Dorothy Sayers to 

Henning Mankell, from books to film and television, puzzles, crimes and their solutions hold us in 

suspense and engage our wits. In this seminar we re-enact the popular format of exploring novels

and films, and the intersections between them.
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Whodunit? Part II continued...

We will read four to five novels and, in each case, watch their translation to the medium of film, 

exploring the arts of writing and film-making. Each novel and film will span two weeks of discussion.

In the first week, one participant will present a biography of the author and outline the book, while a

second participant will lead a critical discussion of the book. In the second week, one participant will

present background information on the film – its director, actors, etc. – while the second will lead a

discussion of the film’s interpretation of the novel.  

Some possible novels and films to explore are: Graham Greene – The Third Man; Dorothy Sayers –

Gaudy Night; Agatha Christie – Murder on the Orient Express; Dashiell Hammett – The Maltese 

Falcon; John Le Carré – A Perfect Spy; Henning Mankell – Faceless  Killers; Stieg Larsson – The

Girl with the Dragon Tattoo.

Resources: Any edition of the selected novels. The presenters on film day will be responsible for

procuring the movie.  Libraries, online, Netflix are all good sources.

The Moderators: Joan and Bev co-moderated Whodunit? Part I in the fall semester.  Both have

been enthusiastic readers of mysteries for years.

Three Generations in Modern Egypt: The Cairo Trilogy by Naguib Mahfouz

Moderator: Ellen Peck

Role of participants: Present a report on one aspect of one of the novels, and 

lead a discussion

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 16
Time: Tuesday morning, 10:00–12:00

Place: 3rd floor conference room, Loomis Retirement Community, 20 Bayon Rd, South Hadley

Parking: ample parking on site

Reading all three books of The Cairo Trilogy by Naguib Mahfouz, winner of the 1988 Nobel

Prize for Literature

Readers of A Border Passage will remember Leah Amid's references to the Egyptian writer Naguib

Mahfouz who was the first Egyptian ever to win the Nobel Prize in literature. His Cairo Trilogy – Palace

Walk, Palace of Desire, and Sugar Street – follow three generations of a Cairo family through the

troubled years of the beginning of modern Egypt. They were translated into English in the 90s and

remain one of the few realistic portrayals of this society. This family saga will remind readers of some

of the great 19th-century French and English novel cycles that portray society through the lens of the

family. We will also look at other material relevant to the time and place of the novels.
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The Cairo Trilogy continued...

Resources: Naguib Mahfouz, Cairo Trilogy: Palace Walk, Palace of Desire, and Sugar Street.  All

three volumes are in paperback from Doubleday. They should also be available in local libraries.

The Moderator: Ellen, who has an academic background in English literature, has visited the part

of Cairo where these novels take place and has pictures of the kinds of houses Mahfouz describes.

Egypt is often described only in political terms, and these books portray Middle Easterners as real

people.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON

Arthur Miller: Playwright as Artist and Social Critic

Moderator: Ed Golden

Role of participants: Close reading of the plays. Emphasis on discussion will give some thought to

how  these  plays might be realized on stage, on film, or on TV. Read aloud selected scenes;

lead discussion of at least one act (development of the ideas, plot, characters, language,

structure, etc.)  

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 15
Time: Tuesday afternoon, 2:00–4:00

Place: Rm 208, Keefe Campus Center, Amherst College

Parking: you may obtain a campus parking permit when advised by the moderator

Selected plays of Arthur Miller

Miller was one of the trio of 20th-century playwrights that established the American theater as every

bit the artistic equal of the European and all other major world traditions. 

While Tennessee Williams was the poet of the American stage, and Eugene O’Neill the bold 

experimenter in form and content with models as eclectic as the Greeks and Strindberg, Miller was

the staunch realist tightly focused on the moral fabric and institutions of the society in which he lived

and wrote. Yet far from prosaic “message” tracts, his powerful, deeply felt dramas are peopled with

indelible characters like Willy Loman. At their frequent best, they achieve a certain stark poetry borne

of searingly honest emotional moments eloquent in their simple unadorned language. 

With a side glance at Miller’s colorful life often reflected in the plays (a much publicized brush with

Joseph McCarthy and HUAC and a stormy marriage to Marilyn Monroe), we will enjoy sharing the

work of this master playwright who turned his social conscience into the stuff of classic American 

theater.

Resources: Any edition of the plays: All My Sons, Death of a Salesman, The Crucible, A View From

the Bridge, The Price. We will read A Memory of Two Mondays, an early one-act, at our first meeting. 

(I can provide copies of this play if it proves difficult to find.) A set of questions to serve as a guide for

focusing discussion will be provided.  

The Moderator: For over 30 years Ed has been a professor of theater. He has been actor and 

director, including participating in productions of Miller’s plays.

12



History of the Arabs

Moderator: Jim Harvey

Role of participants: Read the text; give a ½ hour presentation and lead discussion

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 15
Time: Tuesday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: UMass Continuing Education Building, Venture Way, Hadley

Parking: ample parking on site

The Arab world is the focus of many of today’s headlines. Wars, conflicts, and terrorism dominate the

stories about Arab countries. As a result, many Americans are unaware of the rich history of the Arab

peoples and their amazing contributions to world culture. At one time Arab science and culture were

far ahead of Europe’s. Such words as “algebra” and “chemistry” are derived from Arabic, and bear

witness to the contributions Arab scientists and mathematicians made to science.  

In this seminar we will trace the rise of the Arab empire from Mohamed’s day to its glory days when

it stretched from India to Spain and when Baghdad and Cordoba were the intellectual centers of the

world.  We will examine its amazing military and political expansion after the death of Mohamed, as

well as the Arabs’ cultural accomplishments in literature, science, visual arts, etc. 

The following are examples of seminar presentations:  “Bedouin culture,” “The Career of Mohamed,”

“The First Caliphs,”  “Baghdad,” “Cordoba,” “Arab Math and Science,”  “The Koran,” “Poetry,” “The

Book of the Thousand and One Nights,”  “Architecture,” “Music,” “Saladin and the Crusaders,” 

“Contributions to Western Culture.”

Resources:  The text we use will be The Arabs: A Short History by Phillip K. Hitti.

The Moderator: Jim spent 5 years as a physics teacher in Pakistan in the late 1960s. His experience

there stimulated an interest in Islam and the Middle East, as well as the Arab valuable contributions

to the history of science. 
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Writers’ Workshop

Moderator: Joan Cenedella

Role of participants: Participants will write during the session, will share part or all of what they have

written, and will make observations about others’ writing. Although the expectation is that each

member will participate fully, there may be occasions when a member will find that he or she 

has written something that feels private and wishes to pass on sharing. 

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 9
Time: Tuesday afternoon, 1:30–3:30 [Note: 8-week seminar:  starts March 8, ends April 26]

Place: The Library, Rockridge Retirement Community, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton

Parking: ample parking on site

This workshop is open to all writers in all genres: beginners and experienced writers of poetry, novels,

short stories, essays, memoir, etc. Sessions are structured to provide time for writing and response.

The moderator will open each session with a prompt or two or a short reading as a trigger for 

exploration. Writers need not use these, but may find them helpful in getting started. We will then

write for about an hour.  During the last half hour writers will share what they have written. Because

the writing will be brand new and unpolished, and because a goal of the workshop is to encourage

and support each others’ writing, other members of the group will comment only on what they noticed

and appreciated in each piece.

We may consider issues of craft and critique, depending on time and participant preferences. The

workshop is based on the Amherst Artists and Writers format. In later sessions, participants may wish

to bring in pieces they’ve worked on for help and suggestions from the group.

Resources: No resources are required other than writing equipment (laptops optional). I will provide

a list of books on the process of writing.

The Moderator: Joan Cenedella is herself a writer who has participated in a writers’ workshop for

the past ten years. As an elementary and middle school teacher, she created writing workshops as a

regular part of the curriculum. At Bank Street College of Education, she taught the graduate course

in developing a writing program in elementary and middle school classrooms and published a 

monograph, “Take out your writing books. . .” Fostering creative writing with children 8–11 years old.

All About Musical Instruments

Moderator: Sue Gerstle

Role of participants: Choose a musical instrument to research and introduce to the seminar; lead 

discussion…  it would be FABULOUS if someone wanted to demonstrate their instrument for

the class as part of their presentation

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 9–19
Time: Tuesday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: Basement seminar room, Rockridge Retirement Community, 

25 Coles Meadow Rd, Northampton

Parking: ample parking on site

An overview of contemporary, ancient, familiar or unique musical instruments

14



All About Musical Instruments continued...

This is an “all-about-the-instrument” seminar, not a ‘how-to-play” class. The goal is to get a better 

understanding and appreciation for a variety of instruments and to share knowledge of these wonderful

makers of music. This is an informal seminar with an organized but casual ambiance, and you do not

need to know how to play an instrument!

Some of the following topics may be of interest: the instrument’s appearance; the mechanics of 

playing; the sounds it makes; music written for it; its development through history; historical 

significance; country of origin; famous musicians using the instrument; variations of the instrument.

Resources: The instrument itself (if possible); books, magazines, the internet, recordings, photo-

graphs, etc. 

The Moderator: Sue recently moved to Northampton from Orlando, Florida, having spent 30 years

in the eternal sun. As a youngster she took piano lessons and later was the obligatory “hippie” guitar

player in college in Boston…today she is studying the Celtic harp.

Hats, Caps, Bonnets, Beanies, and Other Head Coverings

Moderator: Janet Price

Role of participants: Prepare a report and lead related 

discussion

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 18

Time: Tuesday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: Applewood, One Spencer Drive, Amherst

Parking: ample parking on site

Head Coverings…but you don’t have to wear a hat…

Over the ages, people have covered their heads in a variety of ways and for a variety of reasons.

Headgear has been used for protection, as a fashion accessory, to show one's social status or group

identification, and to follow religious rules. In this seminar, we will focus our attention on what people

put on their heads and why. 

Participants will make presentations on topics such as: hats featured in children's books; the millinery

industry; fashions in men's (or women's) hats; religious doctrines related to head covering; hardhats

and helmets; hats in theatre, film, song, and dance.

Wearing appropriate headgear for presentations will be encouraged, but not required. So throw your

hat in the ring for a seminar that will be both informative and fun.
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Hats, Caps, bonnets continued...

Resources: There is a lot of information on the internet.

The Moderator: Janet has absolutely no fashion expertise, but she has been 

wearing a hat lately, and has decided that hats are fun. [Note from the editor: 

Janet may not be trained in the world of hats, but she is our webmaster!]

WEDNESDAY MORNING

Broadway Musicals: Historic, Economic and Social Currents

Moderator: Hill Boss

Role of participants: Select one show and research the life and times it portrays. Make a 

presentation and lead discussion.

Number of participants (including moderator): 10
Time: Wednesday morning, 10:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

Place: ACTV, 246 College Street, Amherst

Parking: Ample parking on site

We will discuss musicals from the Golden Age of Broadway (1940s–1960s) and examine the political,

economic, and social background of the setting of each musical. Before each presentation we will

play a recording of the musical. The presenter will then discuss the background and lead the partici-

pants in a discussion.

Resources: Presenters will use sources appropriate to the specific musical chosen. Books, magazines

and the internet will provide ample information. The moderator can assist presenters if there is a 

problem locating the information.

The Moderator: Hill is a retired history teacher and has been a Broadway musical enthusiast since

the 1940s. He has a strong interest in exploring the historic, economic, and social times which provide

the setting for each musical.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

Global Warming and Climate Change: What Does the Future Hold?

Moderators: Joel Halpern and Gordon Wyse

Role of Participants:  Prepare and present a report and lead discussion

Number of Participants (incl. the moderators): 15
Time: Wednesday afternoon, 2:00–4:00 

Place: Room 208, Keefe Campus Center, Amherst College 

Parking: you may obtain a campus parking permit when advised by moderators

Focus on contemporary research and historical background, as well as future effects of 

climate change
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Global Warming and Climate Change continued...

What do we know about climate change and the environmental effects of rising concentrations of

greenhouse gases?  How do we find out about past climates?  How does climate change affect

Bangladesh and other low-lying countries, Arctic ice sheets, melting permafrost in the Arctic tundra,

and glaciers receding in the Himalayas and elsewhere? 

How does scientific information about global warming and man-made climate change get distorted

and politicized?  Who benefits? What can be done about climate changes?  Are there workable 

technical fixes? Can alternative “green” sources of energy become adequate?  When will we run out

of oil – soon enough to curb global warming? Natural gas? Coal? Can and should societies transition

to lifestyles that minimize hydorcarbon use?   

Resources: We will not have a required text. We will consider data and research reports from 

governmental bodies (IPCC, NAS, NOAA, NSF) as well as other online sources and books. The 

moderators will provide a list of web sources as well as a reading list.

The Moderators: Joel has extensive experience with many of the environments affected by cli-

mate change (the Arctic, SE Asia, etc.) from an anthropological perspective. Gordon is a biologist

with interests in ecological concerns.

Collections

Moderator: Gail Gaustad

Role of participants: Give a report on their own or another’s collection

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 18
Time: Wednesday afternoon, 2:00–4:00

Place: Dewey Common Room, Dewey Hall, Smith College

Parking: you will be issued with a campus parking permit

Stamps? Tools? Etchings? Sea Glass? Toys? Russian Icons? Baskets? 

It's been said that there are two kinds of people – collectors and everybody else. If you fall into the

collector category you know the joy of the hunt, the interest in the research involved, the challenge of

display, and the eagerness to share and show-off the collection.

This seminar will give collectors the chance to talk about their collections (or someone else's).  Here

there will be an audience to hear why the collection was chosen, the history of the items, how the 

collection is displayed, and, the all-important challenge, how it will be dispersed or preserved when

the time comes.  

Reports will cover why the category was chosen; some background information about the category;

what makes an item desirable and how items are found and displayed. We would also like to hear

any intriguing tales about the collection and what its future is. This is an opportunity for show-and-

tell.

The Moderator: Gail falls into the "collector" category. She has collections of silver plate flatware,

miniature baskets, books on Arctic and Antarctic exploration, and more.  
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D.H. Lawrence, Novelist

Moderator: Michael Wolff

Role of participants: Prepare a brief report and lead ensuing discussion

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 15–18
Time: Wednesday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: The Library, Amherst Woman’s Club, 35 Triangle Street

Parking: ample parking on site

Three novels by Lawrence (1885–1930) and something of his life and other work: a seminar

with reports on assigned reading

In his day, D.H. Lawrence's life and work were considered scandalous and some of his novels were

banned. Since then they have taken their place among the classics of English fiction. We will read

several of his novels, and perhaps something of his life and other work. We will focus on The Rainbow,

Women in Love, and Lady Chatterley’s Lover. (See under Resources for preferred editions.)

Lawrence has also been accused of being a woman-hater and a crypto-fascist. We may therefore

pay some attention to the years around the Great War and the 1920s when totalitarianism was in the

offing in Germany, Italy, and Russia. 

Participants may report on the assigned texts or on other work of Lawrence’s (short stories, poetry,

essays, paintings, and letters) or on a comparison with his contemporaries (T.S. Eliot, James Joyce,

Virginia Woolf).  

Resources: The Rainbow (1915, Penguin 1989, ed. Mark Kinkead-Weekes), Women in Love (1920,

Penguin 1995 ed. David Farmer et al.), and Lady Chatterley’s Lover (1928, Penguin 1994, ed. Michael

Squires). These are all Penguin versions of the new and authoritative Cambridge Edition of the Works

of D.H. Lawrence. 

Participants may also want to have read or re-read Lawrence’s Sons and Lovers (1913), his early

“traditional” novel.

The Moderator: Michael claims he has no special expertise on D.H. Lawrence. He read a lot of

Lawrence in the 1950s when he was a graduate student and he still finds him an intriguing, sometimes

infuriating, but always brilliant, creator.

The Far Right in American Politics

Moderator: Leo Sartori             

Role of participants: make a presentation and take part in discussion 

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 15
Time: Wednesday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: The Dining Room, Amherst Woman’s Club, 35 Triangle Street

Parking: ample parking on site

This seminar will examine the role of far-right political movements in the United States, from the Know-

Nothings of the post-revolutionary era up to today’s Tea Party movement. Most of the groups we will 

study were not political parties and did not run candidates for office; rather, they sought to influence 
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The Far Right in American Politics continued...

public opinion, often with considerable success. Evidence suggests that some 25–30% of the US

population sympathizes with far-right views. We will try to identify the reasons for that success.  

The causes espoused by the far right evolved over time. The early days were marked by anti-

immigrant and anti-Catholic agitation. After the Civil War the targets included Blacks (KKK) and Jews

(Henry Ford and others). During the Great Depression, demagogues like Huey Long and Father

Coughlin held sway.   During the Cold War, militant anti-Communism was the major item on the right-

wing agenda. In recent times, the far right has concentrated on anti-government activism as well as

on social issues like abortion and gay rights. 

Our primary interest is in the period after World War II. Topics for discussion include the John Birch

Society, McCarthyism, George Wallace, paramilitary groups, and the religious right. The seminar will

conclude with an in-depth examination of the Tea Party movement.

Resources: The following books cover the subject in general: Lipset and Raab,  The Politics of 

Unreason: Right-Wing Extremism in America, 1790-1970; Bennett,  The Party of Fear:  From Nativist

Movements to the New Right in American History. There is a vast literature on many of the individual

topics in the syllabus.

The Moderator: Leo is a retired professor of physics and of political science. He has had a life-long

interest in the subject. Last spring he moderated a seminar on left-wing radicalism.

Creative Couples in Literature and the Arts

Moderator: Sandy Campbell

Role of participants: Discuss the text and report on a creative couple

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 15
Time: Wednesday afternoon, 1:30–3:30 

[Note: 8-week seminar, starts Feb 23; no class March 16; snow date April 27]

Place: Mt Tom Room, Easthampton Lathrop

Parking: ample parking on site

Sexual and Artistic Collision, Collusion and Mutual Inspiration 

Creativity is not always a lonely struggle for self-expression. These creative couples share sexual

and artistic bonds in same-sex or heterosexual relationships – in or outside of marriage. We will look

at the complexities of the partnerships, at the collaborations, and at the cross-fertilization in the 

creative lives of both. 

In addition to the 13 couples included in the required text, think for example of Georgia O'Keeffe and

Alfred Stieglitz, Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas, Sylvia Plath and Ted Hughes, or Ruth St. Denis

and Ted Shawn. A list of the 13 couples presented in essays will be available at the Preview.

continued on next page...
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Creative Couples continued...

Resources: Our text will be Significant Others: Creativity and Intimate Partnership by Chadwick and

De Courtivron. Thames and Hudson, 1993. 

The Moderator: Sandy is a retired lawyer with interests in literature, film and 

the arts, and has read extensively about creative individuals and couples.

Reading Poetry:  Black Poets of the 20th Century

Moderators: Kathy Hazen and Julie Schlobohm

Role of participants: select a poet, present a brief vita, and about a dozen poems, with 

copies for everybody
Number of participants (incl. moderators): 12

Time: Wednesday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: The Library, Rockridge Retirement Community, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton

Parking: ample parking on site

Read poems out loud and discuss them together – poems by people of color, African-

Americans, Indians (from the sub-continent)

Come join our small group in reading some wonderful poets: African-Americans Rita Dove and Gwen-

dolyn Brooks, both American Poet Laureates, as well as Langston Hughes, Elizabeth Alexander,

James Weldon Johnson, Nikki Giovanni, Keorapetse Kgotsile, Etheridge Knight, Yusef Komunyakaa,

Lucille Clifton,  Bob Kaufman (the "Black American Rimbaud"), W.E.B. Du Bois, Toi Derricotte, 

Countee Cullen, Amiri Baraka, Maya Angelou, Sterling Brown (who taught for many years at Howard

University), and Ishmael Reed, who wrote “I am a Cowboy in the Boat of Ra.”

There are also the black, English-speaking Derek Walcott of Tobago, and the Japanese-American

Nisei poet Lawson Fusao Inada, who saw himself as a black poet. When he was released from 

internment camp after WWII he went to high school where the white Caucasian students snubbed

him, so he hung out with the black students.

We will focus on our common humanity – not just the experiences of injustice, though we will want to

hear about that too.

Resources: Library; the internet. There are anthologies, but it's not necessary to buy one.  The mod-

erator will offer a bibliography/list of poets.

The Moderators: Kathy describes herself as a peer, not an expert or teacher, but someone who is

fond of poetry, has read a lot and written some. [Note from the editor: Kathy has published poetry

and won an award last year.] Julie, a relative newcomer to 5CLIR, has found the last three seminars

on poetry have attracted spirited and lively people, who share her passion.
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In Chinese Shoes

Moderators: Paul Shepard and Hy Edelstein

Role of participants: Give a short presentation on a topic relevant to one of the texts and lead 

discussion. One or two persons may choose to lead a discussion about the film we will see.

Number of participants: 16
Time: Wednesday afternoon, 1:30–3:30

Place: UMass Transit Center, 255 Governor’s Drive

Parking: in Lot 45 adjacent to the Transit facility

What is it like to be Chinese today?

Through selected readings and films, this seminar will try to develop familiarity with the everyday life

of ordinary people in contemporary China. 

We naturally seek to understand a foreign culture by using our own familiar ideas and expectations.

Yet China is quite a different culture from our own, with quite a different history, yielding quite different

perceptions and expectations that may –or may not – harmonize with our own ideas of how people

should think and act. This natural tendency can lead to surprises and misunderstandings, some 

delightful, some less so. The goal of the seminar will be to experience life in China through documen-

taries and personal accounts, allowing us to reflect on our own culture through fresh perspectives

without prejudgment.

We will look at some aspects of history and change in contemporary China, focusing on education,

modernization, migration, village and factory life, family, and romance.  We may read personal 

accounts of the Cultural Revolution or the Long March, but the seminar is expressly NOT intended to

focus on the government and politics of China, but rather on personal accounts of the lives of people

who live under that government.

Resources: One film will be shown: Up the Yangtze, by Yung Chang, a deeply moving documentary

of wrenching change and adaptation in developing China. Short clips from other films may also be

shown for visual experience. All readings and films are readily available from local libraries or from

used book sources quite inexpensively.

Four books are required reading: Peter Hessler’s, River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze and Country

Driving: A Journey through China from Farm to Factory; Leslie T. Chang, Factory Girls: From Village

to City in a Changing China; and Michael Meyer,The Last Days of Old Beijing: Life in the Vanishing

Backstreets of a City Transformed.

Some additional (or substitute) readings are strongly recommended for some topics, and these titles

will be distributed to seminar participants before the semester begins.

The Moderators: Paul lived and worked in China

from 2002 to 2008. Hy has long been interested in

other cultures, having moderated and participated

in several such seminars.  He is currently focused

on Japan and China.
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THURSDAY MORNING (note different times)

Writing to Remember

Moderators: Zina Tillona  and Henia Lewin

Role of participants: prepare and present two original pieces

Number of participants (incl. moderators) 12
Time: Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 

Place: “The Connector,” Grace Church, 14 Boltwood Ave, Amherst 

(opposite AJ Hastings, across The Common)

Parking: on The Common; behind Town Hall; parking garage

Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called “Autobiographical Writing”), Writing to

Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each other a little better.

It is a chance to share your life experiences with fellow LIR members and, at the same time, record

them for yourselves and your family.

Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their children

and grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and all are wel-

come. The writer gets feedback and, if desired, the group will offer suggestions for revisions and/or

possible additions, as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to write; it aims, rather,

to stimulate and encourage you to continue writing your own story.  Your writing can center on the

events of family life, career experiences, or anything else you would like to tell about yourself.

Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts during the semes-

ter. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing more time for dis-

cussion. The atmosphere is relaxed but the serious efforts of all concerned help to make this a

rewarding experience for everyone.

The Moderators: Zina has been writing all of her life – papers, reports, memos, legal briefs, nasty

letters, etc., etc. – as university professor of Italian, as university administrator and as a practicing

lawyer.  Now she writes for fun about herself and her life journey. "Henny" Lewin has taught Hebrew

and Yiddish and in 1997 she won a Covenant Award as an Outstanding Jewish Educator in North

America. Henny is a Holocaust child-survivor and is working on her autobiography with the encour-

agement of this seminar’s participants.
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Taking the Terror out of Technology

Moderator: Joan Wofford

Role of participants: Find out about a device and learn to use it

Number of participants (incl. moderator): 16
Time: Thursday morning, 9:30–11:30

Place: The Meeting Room, Northampton Lathrop

Parking: Ample parking on site

A workshop exploring digital gadgets to increase comfort and confidence

The modern digital age can leave us feeling bewildered and inept. Our children and grandchildren

seem to speak a foreign language, throwing around terms like wi-fi, podcasts, apps, streaming, 3G. 

Even some of our favorite media seem to be deserting us, with the PBS Newsletter now telling us we 

can access the show as an “app,” and The New Yorker preparing a full version for the iPad. We 

probably feel as lost as our parents did when America was first electrified back in the 30s and 40s

and they were suddenly confronted with mastering all those new-fangled gadgets like toasters, dish-

washers, refrigerators, washers and dryers. The mysterious gadgets that plug into the Internet are

today's equivalent of the toaster. When we understand the principles behind the innovative devices

and have had a chance to "play" with them, we can join in all the fun and impress our offspring. 

Participants will be invited to bring to the workshop any questions, terms that puzzle them, equipment

they want to know how to use, etc. Demonstrations will be followed by hands-on work with old devices

(like cell phones that mystify) as well as new devices which will be supplied, like smart phone, tablet

computers, mini music players. We will learn together and the point is to have fun exploring this whole

new world.

Resources: The moderator will introduce the iPad and some other devices; participants do not need

to bring any equipment unless they want to share it and explore its uses.

The Moderator: Joan has discovered the joys of an iPad and is familiar with other digital devices.
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Enjoy!
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