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WELCOME
Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of Western Massachusetts.
It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by Amherst College,
Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst. It is an affiliate of the Elderhostel Information Network.
The Programs
Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars are offered. These seminars are coordinated
by members and are different every session. Peer-led seminars and workshops are the core
activities of Five College Learning in Retirement and are designed to engage the active learner.
In addition to the seminars, we offer a set of special programs and a series of presentations called
Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum open to the public
to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts.
Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our
summer, winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities
and interests with other members.
The Membership
Our members are a group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields of
interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share
the knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced.
Brief History
The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty five years ago at the New School for
Social Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs,
such organizations are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established
of the many LLIs around the country and one of the more autonomous.
How to Join
Just enroll and pay online (additional processing fees) or complete the membership form with this
catalog and mail your check to 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063.
Cost
$250
$125
$125

Type
Full Year: July 1st – June 30th
Half Year for New Members
Associate for Former Full Year Members

Benefits
All programs and privileges
Fall or spring term; all programs and privileges
No seminars or voting right

Assistance Fund: The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to
everyone. It is funded by generous donations from fellow members.
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SUMMARY OF SEMINARS – SPRING SEMESTER 2015
February 23 rd – May 7 th (May 14 th , last snow date)
Monday Mornings (10:00 am–noon unless otherwise specified)
Ancient Rome (page 11) – Jim Harvey – Smith College: Dewey Hall, Common Room, Northampton
[Seminar meets 9:30–11:30]
The Progressive Era (page 22) – Ambs & Poli – UMass: Transit Facility, north end Commonwealth
Avenue, on right, before Governor’s Drive, Amherst
Using Art Objects to Curate Life Memories (page 27) – Ellen Kosmer & Honore David – Loomis
Retirement Village: 3rd floor conference room, 20 Bayon Drive (off Route 116), South Hadley
Monday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)
Basic Drawing (page 13) – Madeleine Fay & Nancy D’Amato – Hitchcock Center for the
Environment, 525 South Pleasant Street (Route 116), Amherst [No seminar April 20]
Biogeography (page 14) – Dorothy Rosenthal & Jim Scott – Applewood: 1st floor meeting room, One
Spencer Drive, Amherst
The United States in the 1930’s (page 26) – Neil Novik & Rich Szlosek – Smith College: Lilly Hall,
Room 308, Northampton [No seminar April 13]
Writing to Remember – Blue Section (page 30) – Henny Lewin & Steffi Schamess – Lilly Library, 19
Meadow Street, Florence
Tuesday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)
Great American Photographers (page 16) – Paul Berman – Amherst Media, 246 College Street
(Route 9, towards Belchertown), Amherst [Seminar meets 10:15–12:15]
Russia: The Last 100 Years (page 25) – Gordon Wyse – UMass: Transit Facility, north end
Commonwealth Avenue, on right, before Governor’s Drive, Amherst
What does it mean to be a Person? (page 29) – Jim Averill – Amherst College: Converse Hall, Porter
Lounge, 100 Boltwood Avenue, Amherst
Tuesday Afternoons (2:00–4:00 pm unless otherwise specified)
American Modern Dance in the 20th Century (page 10) – Anita Page – Applewood: 1st floor meeting
room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Watercolor Class (page 28) – Turi MacCombie – Rockridge Retirement Community: Activity Room,
25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton [8 week seminar meets 1:00–3:00 pm]
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Wednesday Mornings (10:00 am–noon unless otherwise specified)
The Art of the Novella (page 12) – Elizabeth Armstrong – Amherst Woman’s Club: Dining Room, 35
Triangle Street, Amherst [Note: 8 week seminar begins March 11]
Rudyard Kipling: Strange Genius (page 18) – Michael Wolff & Penny Johnson – Applewood: 1st floor
meeting room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Lesser Known Giants of the 20th Century (page 19) – Chuck Aulino – Amherst Media, 246 College
Street (Route 9, towards Belchertown), Amherst [Seminar meets 10:15–12:15]
Robots (page 24) – Ronald Klausewitz – Smith College: Dewey Hall, Common Room, Northampton
[Seminar meets 9:30–11:30]
Wednesday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)
History of Medicine (page 17) – Bonnie Strickland & Betsy Loughran – Amherst Woman’s Club:
Dining Room, 35 Triangle Street, Amherst
Owning Art: Claims and Controversies (page 20) – Ellen Peck – Loomis Retirement Village: 3rd
floor conference room, 20 Bayon Drive (off Route 116), South Hadley
Poetry Out Loud (page 21) – Candy Carlisle & Bob Barker – Rockridge Retirement Community:
Library, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton [Seminar meets 2:00–4:00]
Religious Revolution to the Dawn of Modernity (page 23) – Richard Hamilton & Hy Edelstein –
Amherst College: Converse Hall, Porter Lounge, 100 Boltwood Avenue, Amherst
Thursday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)
1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed (page 9) – Joan Wofford – Lathrop Communities:
Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road), Northampton
The Body has a Mind (page 15) – Fred Bogin – Rockridge Retirement Community: Recreation
Room, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton
Writing to Remember – Red section (page 31) – Zina Tillona & Ellen Peck – Grace Episcopal
Church: Connector (the new addition), 14 Boltwood Avenue (by the Town Common), Amherst
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A NOTE FROM THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
To Current and Prospective Members of Five College Learning in Retirement:
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this
catalog of seminars for the spring 2015 term. Committee members and seminar moderators have
worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we believe reflects our
members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that you find among these
offerings seminars that excite and challenge both heart and mind.
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and their success
depends on the quality of each member’s participation. In seminars, each participant is
responsible for researching and making at least one presentation and for taking an active part in
all discussions. In workshops, participants engage in active learning, often through hands-on
activities that may be paired with presentations.
5CLIR has an extensive inventory of audio/visual equipment that members may reserve to use in
their seminar presentations. Any expenses such as texts, DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic
supplies are the responsibility of the participants.
Participants may sign up for as many seminars/workshops as they wish. Please review the
schedule to ensure you do not register for 2 seminars held at the same time.
The Committee would like to thank the members who have volunteered to moderate the 23
seminars to be offered in the spring. Without their creativity and dedication, we would not have
the high quality choices that you find in these pages.
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June 30, 2016
June 30, 2016
June 30, 2016
June 30, 2016
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1177 B.C.: THE YEAR CIVILIZATION COLLAPSED
Moderator: Joan Wofford
Role of participants: Choose a topic from a list provided by the moderator or a topic of
their own choosing and prepare a 30 minute presentation.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am
Place: Lathrop Communities, 1 Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road) , Northampton
Parking: Ample parking on site
The proposed seminar will examine the histories of civilizations like the
Minoans, Hittites, Babylonians, Trojans, and Israelites and explore the forces
contributing to their nearly simultaneous collapse in the 12th century -- many of
those forces familiar in our world today, such as climate change, famine, and
world economic interdependence.
“The economy of Greece is in shambles. Internal rebellions have engulfed Libya, Syria, and Egypt,
with outsiders and foreign warriors fanning the flames. Turkey fears it will become involved, as
does Israel. Jordan is crowded with refugees. Iran is bellicose and threatening, while Iraq is in
turmoil. AD 2013? Yes, but it was also the situation in 1177 B.C., more than three thousand years
ago, when the Bronze Age Mediterranean civilizations collapsed one after the other, changing
forever the course and the future of the Western world. It was a pivotal moment in history—a
turning point for the ancient world.”
Thus begins Eric H. Cline’s 1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed.
Format: Seminar
Resources: Eric Cline's 1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed, Princeton University Press,
2014
The Moderator: Joan Wofford has led many seminars, often exploring little known aspects of
history.
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AMERICAN MODERN DANCE IN THE 20TH CENTURY
Moderator: Anita Page
Role of participants: Participants will choose one or more of the suggested artists (or
suggest a comparable one) and prepare a presentation that includes a dance video or
visual to analyze and discuss with seminar members. A seminar member could also
choose to lead a discussion on the live performance which we will see.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 15-17
Time: Tuesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm
Place: Applewood, 1 s t Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive, not
in the parking lot!
A chance for participants to examine American Modern Dance in the 20th
Century through videos and dance books.
American Modern Dance has made a major contribution to world dance. In this seminar
participants will have an opportunity to examine exciting dance creativity through videos, texts
and attending a live performance in the area.
We'll begin by looking at the founding greats such as Martha Graham, Doris Humphrey and Hanna
Holm, then their immediate descendants such as Paul Taylor, Merce Cunningham, Erick Hawkins,
and Alwin Nikolais. We will also look at the second half of the century’s post-modern movement
including the Judson Dance Theater, The Grand Union, Meredith Monk and the black dance
pioneer Alvin Ailey. Finally, we end the seminar with looking at choreographers such as Mark
Morris and David Parsons.
Format: Viewing and analyzing dance videos, books and discussing the choreographers and
dancers.
Resources: Dance videos and the extensive dance book collection found in the 5 College library
collections.
The Moderator: Anita Page, a long time student of dance, wrote on dance for fifteen years in the
Western Massachusetts area. Her reviews and feature articles appeared in the Valley Advocate,
Daily Hampshire Gazette, Springfield Republican, the Hartford and Worcester Advocates. She was
also chosen for the NEA Critics Conference held at Connecticut College.
Additional Information: I am open to presentations on music and dance or art and dance, or a
presentation which calls for some actual physical participation.
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ANCIENT ROME
Moderator: Jim Harvey
Role of participants: Participants will be expected to give a short (30 min)
presentation on some aspect of Roman history, culture or life. They will also be asked to
read a book (TBD) on Roman life and history, and participate in the weekly discussion.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 17
Time: Mondays, 9:30 am–11:30 am [Note: earlier time]
Place: Smith College, Dewey Hall, Common Room, Northampton
Parking: You will be issued a Smith campus parking permit
This seminar will explore the politics, culture and daily life of the Roman World
from the time of Caesar Augustus to the end of the first century.
Among other things we will look at the careers of such figures as Caesar Augustus, Caligula and
Nero as well as the arts, government, engineering, religion and the various aspects of the daily
lives of both patricians and ordinary Roman citizens. We will also discuss the impact of Rome on
the development of Christianity and Judaism
Format: Seminar
Resources: TBD
The moderator: Jim has been leading seminars for more than 10 years, many on history. He is
particularly interested in ancient civilizations.
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THE ART OF THE NOVELLA
Moderator: Elizabeth Armstrong
Role of participants: Prepare a short presentation on one novella from a list provided
by the moderator and participate in the general discussions of the four featured titles.
Number of participants (including the moderator s): 13
Time: Wednesdays, 10:00 am–noon [Note: 8 week seminar begins March 11]
Place: Amherst Women’s Club, 35 Triangle Street , Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
The author Ian McEwan has said: "I believe the novella is the perfect form of
prose fiction. It is the beautiful daughter of a rambling, bloated ill -shaven giant
(the novel). And this child is the means by which many first know our greatest
writers."
Somewhere between the long short story and the short long novel, the novella lays out the age-old
conflicts between guilt and innocence, love and alienation, personal autonomy versus communal
responsibility, and invites us to join in the struggle.
In this eight- week seminar we will discuss together four novellas, published originally in English,
French, and Spanish. Additionally participants will each present a short report on another title
chosen from a list to be provided.
Our class titles are James Joyce's The Dead, John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men, The Stranger by
Albert Camus, and Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia Marquez.
Format: Seminar
Resources: The Dead by James Joyce is to be found in his collection entitled Dubliners,
Of Mice and Men by Steinbeck is readily available in libraries, bookstores and on-line.
There are several translations of Camus' The Stranger. Any may be used. If you are buying a book, I
recommend the recent translation (rendered as The Outsider) by Sandra Smith.
Chronicle of a Death Foretold has been translated by Gregory Rabassa and is readily available.
The moderator: I have been an active member of LIR for 19 years and moderated more
seminars than I can count, primarily in literature.
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BASIC DRAWING
Moderators: Madeleine Fay and Nancy D’Amato
Role of participants: Participants will need to supply a pad of paper (inexpensive
newsprint pads are available at any art supply store). The paper should be at least 12” x
18” but ideally 18” x 24”. Also needed is a drawing implement such as a soft lead pencil
2B up to 6B, or a charcoal pencil or conte crayon. Erasers should be used sparingly and
only at the very end of the drawing.
Number of participants (including the moderator s): 10
Time: Mondays, 1:30–3:30 pm [Note: no seminar April 20]
Place: Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 525 South Pleasant Street, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
Participants will learn the basics of drawing and observing, beginning with
simple forms and moving onto basic still lives.
This workshop is a repetition of last semester's highly successful studio class. It is a relaxing class
for people who have had a desire to draw but have never really attempted to because of lack of
time, confidence, or for other reasons. Our goal is to draw what we see in front of us rather than
any preconceived notions of what the objects are. We will start with simple forms such as spheres,
cones, and rectangular boxes and progress to simple still lives. All any participant needs is a
pencil, paper, and a true desire to see.
The current Basic Drawing seminar participants will need to go through the same seminar
registration/lottery process as the rest of the 5CLIR members.
Format: Workshop
Resources: Optional reading is Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain by Betty Edwards.
The moderators: Madeleine Fay has always loved art. She has taken many art classes
throughout her life. She has shown her work in various art shows and participates every year in
open studio weekend in Vermont. She organizes an art group at a community center in Mount
Holly, Vermont. Nancy D'Amato has been a member of LIR for two years and she is an experienced
student of drawing.

13

5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2015

BIOGEOGRAPHY
Moderators: Dorothy Rosenthal and Jim Scott
Role of participants: Prepare report and lead discussion.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 16-18
Time: Mondays, 1:30–3:30 pm
Place: Applewood, 1 s t Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive, not
in the parking lot!
Study of the distribution of plants and animals in geographic space and through
geological time
This seminar is an introduction to biogeography, the study of the distribution of
plants and animals in geographic space and geological time. Biogeography unites
ecology, evolutionary biology, geology, and physical geography. Scientists have
turned to two main ideas to explain the present distribution of species of plants and
animals. The first is that geologic events account for the distribution patterns. The
second is that long-distance dispersal accounts for the distribution of at least some
species. We will examine these two theories in specific cases and critique the
emerging compromise between these two schools of thought.
Format: Seminar
Resources: Required reading: Here Be Dragons by Dennis McCarthy, 2011
Highly recommended: The Monkey's Voyage by Alan deQueiroz, 2014
The Moderators: Both moderators have had considerable experience teaching science to high
school students and leading seminars for 5CLIR. This will not be the first seminar they will
moderate together.
Additional Information: We will begin with an introduction to the history and basic concepts
of biogeography. Then we will consider specific biogeographic puzzles and how they have (or have
not) been solved.
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THE BODY HAS A MIND
A Survey of Alternative Medical Practices
Moderator: Fred Bogin
Role of participants: The participants will be asked to read articles about the different
modalities we shall explore. After a guest speaker presentation th e participants will
engage in active Q & A. Each week one or two participants will lead the second hour
discussion, ideally based on more in -depth research on the topic of the week.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 13-16
Time: Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am
Place: Rockridge Retirement Community, Recreation Room, 25 Coles Meadow Road,
Northampton
Parking: Ample parking on site
The seminar will be a survey of Alternative Medical practices. I plan to have
multiple guest speakers (e.g. acupunctur e, massage, Reiki, etc.) who will give a
20 to 30 minute presentation, followed by active Q & A. The second hour of the
session will be devoted to a critical review of the topic after the speaker leaves.
I have a commitment from guest speakers in the areas of massage, acupuncture, Ayurvedic
medicine, and Reiki thus far. I shall review the area of medical hypnosis. I plan to search for
practitioners of biofeedback, mindfulness meditation, craniosacral, herbal therapy, and possibly
one or two more. Each topic/modality to be explored will include a look at potential benefits,
potential risks, and whether there is any scientific evidence to support the practice in question.
Format: Seminar
Resources: A list of specific readings will be available at the Preview.
The Moderator: Fred Bogin is a retired pediatrician with extensive training and experience in
the field of Hypnosis. He has had a long-standing interest in Alternative Medical Practices. He was
involved in teaching medical students and pediatric residents for much of his career.
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GREAT AMERICAN PHOTOGRAPHERS: SHAPING OUR OWN VISION
Moderator: Paul Berman
Role of participants: Participants will give a 15 to 20 minute presentation on a great
American photographer. Then, through 5 to 6 of their own photographs, they will show
what they learned from studying this individual.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 12
Time: Tuesdays, 10:15 am–12:15 pm [Note: later time]
Place: Amherst Media, 246 College Street (Route 9, toward Belchertown) , Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
This will be an opportunity to explore the philosophy and technique of a great
American photographer and apply it to your own work.
This is both a seminar and a workshop. We will study American photographers such as Ansel
Adams, Ernst Haas, and Annie Leibovitz, and use that knowledge to shape our own visions as
photographers. Participants will choose a photographer from a list I will provide. All those
participating must have some knowledge of using a camera. Your camera may be point-and-shoot
or single lens reflex, either film or digital.
Format: Seminar/Workshop
Resources: After choosing a great photographer, each participant will be given a number of
references which exist in local public and academic libraries.
The Moderator: I have been doing landscape photography for the past 30 years plus. I have had
a number of shows both locally and in the Boston area. My work can be seen at Cooley Dickinson
Hospital and in various doctor's offices.
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HISTORY OF MEDICINE
Moderators: Bonnie Strickland and Betsy Loughran
Role of participants: This seminar will be discussions about the history of
medicine. Participants will choose a particular topic to research such as "Women
Healers through the Ages" and give a half hour presentation to the group to be followed
by a half hour discussion.
Number of participants (including the moderator s): 18
Time: Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm
Place: Amherst Women’s Club, 35 Triangle Street, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
This seminar will cover the history of medicine from prehistoric times through
future directions.
Primitive humans called upon supernatural spirits to heal their sick while modern medicine relies
on science. DNA and research has replaced spirits and shamans. Today's medicine has evolved
over thousands of years as each generation built on the knowledge of earlier times. Looking at the
history of medicine shows how ideas, treatment, and techniques have developed over the
centuries.
Format: Seminar
Resources: A Short History of Medicine E.H. Acherknecht, 1982 (text).
Additional references:
 A History of Medicine L. N. Magner 1992
 Exploring the History of Medicine J. H. Tiner 1999
 Medical History for Students J.R. Green 1968
The Moderators: Bonnie Strickland, a psychologist, has taught at UMass for over 40 years. She
has been an active member of LIR for the last several years and has co-moderated one seminar.
Betsy Loughran is a long time member of LIR and currently serves as Treasurer. Her professional
career involved being the CEO of a large, non-profit organization charged with delivering mental
health services within the community.
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RUDYARD KIPLING: STRANGE GENIUS
Moderators: Michael Wolff & Penny Johnson
Role of participants: Read resource materials; research and present on a topic for
approximately 30 minutes; lead discussion on one's own presentation; and join in
discussion with others.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 17
Time: Wednesdays, 10 am–noon
Place: Applewood, 1 s t Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive, not
in the parking lot!
In this seminar we will explore Kipling's life and works, centering on The Just So
Stories, The Jungle Books, and Kim, with attention to both to his career and its
Imperial context.
*Note: May plan extra sessions to show movies and/or take a field trip.
Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936), the first British recipient of the Nobel Prize in Literature (1907),
was born in India. He is often popularly seen as an imperialist, a racist, and male chauvinist, but
his best work surprisingly avoids these prejudices. In the seminar we will read and discuss the
three assigned books as well as other works by him (poetry, journalism, etc.) and about him
(biographies, his autobiography, correspondence, anything to do with the 20th century British
Empire, especially India). Kipling also has local connections: He and his family were longtime
residents of Dummerston, Vermont, in a house he and his wife built and called "Naulakha," after a
beautiful pavilion in Lahore. (There may be an opportunity to visit.)
Format: Seminar
Resources: Rudyard Kipling's The Jungle Books (2013, Penguin Classics), Just So Stories (2011,
Penguin Classics), and Kim (2011, Penguin Classics) -- all paperbacks.
The Moderators: Michael is a native Londoner, whose research since the 1950s has been on
various aspects of Victorian Britain. He has moderated many seminars, beginning with George
Eliot and most recently with Noel Coward. Penny Johnson is a retired teacher of medieval history
and a life-long devotee of Kipling's Just So Stories and The Jungle Books.
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LESSER KNOWN GIANTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY
Moderator: Charles Aulino
Role of participants: Each week a participant will present a report on one of the
"lesser known" giants. There will then be open discussion on that report for the
remainder of the time.
Number of participants (including the moder ator): 12
Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 am–12:15 pm [Note: later time]
Place: Amherst Media, 246 College Street (Route 9, toward Belchertown) , Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
The seminar will examine and discuss eleven life stories from the moderator's
published book.
The name of my book is Lesser Known Giants of the 20th Century. It contains short biographies of
I.J. Paderewski, A.P. Giannini, Moe Berg, Max Schmeling, Joe Louis, Branch Rickey, Sen. Margaret
Chase Smith, Medgar Evers, Katharine Graham, Paul Winchell and Edward W. Said.
Format: Seminar
Resources: As mentioned above, the resource will be Lesser Known Giants of the 20th Century. I
have free copies for those who wish to participate.
The Moderator: I am retired from the field of personal finance having been trained as an
attorney with tax specialization. The life stories compiled in the book are the product of a five
year hobby.
Additional Information: The average length of the biographical essays is 45 pages and so each
story is, I think, a "manageable morsel".
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OWNING ART: CLAIMS AND CONTROVERSIES
Moderator: Ellen Peck
Role of participants: Lead discussion of five books we will all read together. For mini
reports: do some research on controversies about the ownership of art.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 10-16
Time: Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm
Place: Loomis Village, 3 rd Floor Conference Room, 20 Bayon Drive (off Route 116),
South Hadley
Parking: Ample parking on site
Why do we want to own art works? Or collect them? By reading several novels
and historical accounts of collectors, this seminar will explore some of the
personal and cultural issues involved in the ownership of art .
We will all read the five books listed. Each member will lead part of the discussion of each book. In
addition, we will do some mini research projects on famous cases of disputed ownership and the
current laws governing the sale of art works.
Format: Seminar
Resources:
1. The Girl with the Pearl Earring: A Novel by Tracy Chevalier (a novel about how a famous
painting was created during the patronage era)
2. Portrait of Dr. Gachet: the Story of a Van Gogh Masterpiece, Money, Politics, Collectors, Greed,
and Loss by Cynthia Saltzman (the biography of a painting which Van Gogh created to pay
his medical bills)
3. The Girl You Left Behind: a Novel by Jojo Moyes (a story about how art becomes part of an
individual's history).
4. The Hare With Amber Eyes: A Hidden Inheritance by Edmund de Waal (a history of a famous
family of collectors who were stripped by the Nazis)
5. Savage Harvest: A Tale of Cannibals, Colonialism and Michael Rockefeller's Tragic Quest for
Primitive Art by Carl Hoffman (a speculative account of an unwary collector)
The Moderator: Ellen Peck taught English Literature at Wellesley and Mount Holyoke. She has
also been an art docent at Mount Holyoke, and currently at the Springfield Museum of Art. Her
interest in art was sparked by a year of living in Rome.
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POETRY OUT LOUD: CONTEMPORARY POETS OF THE PIONEER VALLEY
Moderators: Candy Carlisle and Bob Barker
Role of participants: Each participant will choose a local poet from a list provided by
the moderators, compile a packet of 10 -15 poems, print 10 copies, read poetry aloud,
and facilitate comments.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 10
Time: Wednesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm [Note: later time]
Place: Rockridge Retirement Community, Library, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton
Parking: Ample parking on site
How do you make a poem your own? Read it aloud. Savor the words. Read it out
loud again. Listen to the rhythm. Let it sing, let it scold. Read it again. It's yours.
The Pioneer Valley is fertile ground for poets, yet many of us have not heard, let alone read aloud,
much of the amazing verse that is written and performed here. This seminar aims to broaden our
exposure to and enjoyment of contemporary (1990-2015) local poets. The choice is extensive,
ranging from well-established, award winning poets such as Ellen Dore Watson, Thomas Lux and
Martin Espada, to the poets laureate of Northampton who followed Espada: Janet Aalfs, Jack
Gilbert, Leslea Newman, Lenelle Moise and Richard Michelson, and to the local luminaries of
Group 18, Amherst Writers and Artists, Straw Dog Writers Guild, Florence Poet's Society, Smith
College Poetry, as well as self-published poets. A list of thirty or so recommended poets will be
given to the participants. If a favorite local writer is not on the list, participants can request to
choose another.
Each participant will choose one poet to present. All participants will read the poems out loud,
round-robin style. Typically a poem is read three times, with a brief comment period before the
third and final reading. The moderator will provide a "sampling" packet to be read once through.
The samples will cover at least one poem of each of the poets on the list who were not otherwise
mentioned.
Format: Seminar
Resources: Libraries (local and college) have poetry books, chat books & anthologies; the
internet has extensive materials; moderator's books are available for loan; purchase of books not
required/optional.
The moderators: Candy Carlisle loves poetry and enjoys hearing it read aloud. She participated
in three of Kathy Hazen's "Poetry Out Loud" seminars and co-moderated the last one. Bob Barker
is a poet who self-published four short books of his poetry and is in the current Read Aloud
seminar.
Additional Information: This seminar is all about the spoken word and reading poetry.
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THE PROGRESSIVE ERA
Moderators: Larry Ambs & Dean Poli
Role of participants: Each seminar participant will make a presentation and lead a
discussion on some aspect of the Progressive Era from the 1890’s until the early
1920’s. A list of potential topics will be available at the Spring P review.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Mondays, 10:00 am–noon
Place: UMass Transit Facility, Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst
Parking: Parking free in adjacent Lot 45; directions will be given
In this seminar we will examine the changes that took place in society as a result
of the arrival of the Progressive Era. We will focus on individuals and events
that played significant roles in the Progressive Movement from 1895 to the early
1920’s.
In the period from the 1890’s to the beginning of the 1920’s, America changed from a country of
small family farms and rural communities to a more modern society of densely populated cities,
large corporations and big factories. Industrialization, urbanization and sizeable internal and
external migration along with urban political corruption and increasing union control would set
the stage for dramatic changes in the cultural, social and economic wellbeing of the citizens of our
country. In this seminar we will examine the changes that took place in society as a result of the
arrival of the Progressive Era. These new developments had dramatic consequences for urban
American labor, economics, politics, religion, and social and intellectual life that often produced
conflict that reached its peak in the cities of the Gilded Age.
Format: Seminar
Resources: Although various texts are available describing the Progressive Era, participants can
easily find material in libraries and on the internet. Of particular significance is:
 The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of Journalism
by Doris Kearns Goodwin (2013)
In addition other specific references are:
 A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920 by
Michael McGerr (2005)
 America in the Progressive Era, 1890-1914 by Lewis L. Gould (2001)
 The Tyranny of Change: America in the Progressive Era, 1890-1920 by Professor John
Whiteclay II Chambers Paperback – (2000)
 Standing at Armageddon: A Grassroots History of the Progressive Era by Nell Irvin Painter
(2013)
The Moderators: Both moderators have been interested in the interaction of technology and
society for several years. Since joining LIR they have moderated many seminars dealing with
culture and society in the U.S., South America and Europe.
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RELIGIOUS REVOLUTION TO THE DAWN OF MODERNITY
Martin Luther to the Peace of Westphalia 1517 -1648
Moderators: Richard Hamilton and Hy Edelstein
Role of participants: Each participant will be responsible for a presentation on an
appropriate topic followed by a discussion. Additionally, there will be recommended
readings.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16
Time: Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm
Place: Amherst College, Converse Hall, Porter Lounge, 100 Boltwood Avenue, Am herst
Parking: You will be issued an Amherst College campus parking permit
The Protestant Reformation was in truth a revolution which destroyed the
religious monopoly of the Catholic Church and a corrupt papacy. It was also a
conservative rear-guard reaction to the liberalism of the Renaissance. A century
of antagonistically competing religious doctrines and political entanglements
culminated in the worst and last of the religious wars, the Thirty Years
War. The Peace of Westphalia not only marked the end of religious wars in
Europe, but also the beginning of a new emphasis on the rights of sovereignty
and a more rational approach to matters of state.
Among the topics to be explored are:
1) The reformers objections to the practices and doctrines of the Catholic Church;
2) The differences between the main Reformation sects;
3) The Catholic reaction: its own reformation or a counter reformation?
4) The Northern Renaissance: Science & the Arts;
5) Political-religious entanglements, war, civil and international.
Format: Seminar
Resources: Strongly suggested prior reading: Peter Marshall, The Reformation: A Very Short
Introduction, Oxford U. Press, 2009. For a more in depth reading, try Diamond McCulloch, The
Reformation.
The Moderators: Moderator Richard Hamilton taught European History for 37 years at HCC and
Westfield State University and has moderated 2 other LIR seminars. Co-Moderator Hy Edelstein
has been a 5CLIR member for over a decade, having moderated seminars in history, philosophy,
and biology.
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ROBOTS
Moderator: Ronald Klausewitz
Role of participants: Each meeting will begin with a short explanation by the
moderator followed by the day's activity. Participants will be expected to do some work
at home for each class (assigned reading from handouts or web links). Participants will
work with a partner to program a robot to make simple decisions based on input. The
last class will provide an opportunity for sharing, with each team demonstrating their
robot's abilities on an assignment.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 15
Time: Wednesdays, 9:30–11:30 am [Note: earlier time]
Place: Smith College, Dewey Hall, Common Room, Northampton
Parking: You will be issued a Smith College campus parking permit
This workshop will introduce the concepts of robotics. Hands-on work with a
partner will be to program a robot to perform a simple task based on input. No
previous experience with programming, electronics, or computers beyond
ordinary use (e-mail word processing) will be expected.
Each participant pair will need their own laptop or notebook computer with some free disk
space. There are no other equipment requirements. The robots (Activity Bot by Parallax Corp.
(www.parallax.com) are owned by Smith College and are programmed using the C++ language. No
previous exposure to this or any other programming language will be expected.
“Robotics is the next Internet. It's the next big thing to impact our lives from medicine to space
exploration.” - Robert Wood, National Geographic Emerging Explorer
Format: Workshop
Resources: Handouts or web references will be provided.
The Moderator: The moderator has spent 40 years in computer education and administration.
Google "Dr.Klausewitz".
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RUSSIA: THE LAST 100 YEARS
Moderator: Gordon Wyse
Role of participants: Participants will each present a topic (30 -40 minutes) and lead
discussion after the presentation. The moderator can assist in choosing a topic.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 15
Time: Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 am
Place: UMass Transit Facility, Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst
Parking: Parking free in adjacent Lot 45; directions will be given
This seminar will consider Russian history over the last hundred years, from the
revolution, civil war, and establishment of a Communist state, through the
Second World War and Cold War, to the collapse of the USSR and the
transformations of the Post-Soviet era.
Churchill called Russia “a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside an enigma”. Russia continues to be
enigmatic and very much in the news. It has undergone greater changes in the last 100 years than
most major countries. We will examine Russia since the time of the revolution, including history,
politics, and societal life in the various periods.
Format: Seminar
Resources: To be determined; perhaps Orlando Figes, Revolutionary Russia: 1891-1991.
The Moderator: Gordon is a retired biologist with training in the sciences and interests in
history, literature, and the arts. He has moderated and taken seminars in these areas.
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THE UNITED STATES IN THE 1930’S
Moderators: Neil Novik and Rich Szlosek
Role of participants: Each participant will make a presentation on a topic from a list
developed by the co-moderators or on a topic chosen in consultation with the
moderators.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Mondays, 1:30–3:30 pm [Note: no seminar April 13]
Place: Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308, Northampton
Parking: You will be issued a Smith College campus parking permit
The seminar will look at many aspects of the '30's, a decade of economic and
environmental hardship as well as one of technological and cultural advances.
Some of the topics for discussion may include the elections of 1932 & 36; the Dust Bowl; the New
Deal; radio's Golden Age; the Big Band Era; race relations and the Lindbergh baby kidnapping. A
complete list of potential topics will be provided at the preview.
Format: Seminar
Resources: Websites, films, articles and books on the 1930's are widely available.
Moderators will be available to assist participants in researching their topics.
The Moderators: Rich Szlosek is a retired attorney and frequent LIR moderator. He has
previously led a class on the 1920's. Neil Novik is the former co-owner of the Odyssey Bookshop in
South Hadley. He has a Ph.D. in experimental psychology from the University of Connecticut and
participated in the class on the twenties.
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USING ART OBJECTS TO CURATE LIFE MEMORIES
Moderators: Ellen Kosmer and Honoré David
Role of participants: No one will have the same collection. Pick out 8- 10 objects that
you feel have influenced your life by having encountered them. Buildings you have come
across, paintings, sculptures, photographs that come to mind as you review your own
private history. Then share your e xhibit with others in the seminar. You may use
PowerPoint, books, or even postcards to illustrate your exhibition.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Time: Mondays, 10:00 am–noon
Place: Loomis Village, 3 rd Floor Conference Room, 20 Bayon Drive (off Route 116),
South Hadley
Parking: Ample parking on site
The entire world of art is open to you. With money as no object, curate your own
museum. Tell your life story through your own memories of paintings,
sculptures, parts of buildings (a window at Chartres, a panel from the Baptistery
at Florence), objects you have experienced. How did these works influence you?
Was it their style, subject matter, your encounter with them, the way they were
depicted? The only history you can truly k now is your own! Show it to us in your
exhibition!
Read about the objects chosen, then give a twenty minute presentation of the exhibit you have
curated, with questions and discussion. The only history you can truly know is your own!
Format: Seminar
Resources: N/A
The Moderators: Ellen Kosmer is a retired professor of art history at Worcester State
University. Honoré David is a retired museum educator and arts programs manager.
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WATERCOLOR CLASS
Moderator: Turi MacCombie
Role of participants: Participants should bring their own supplies, and a suggested list
will be provided. It would be helpful if everyone had an idea of what subject matter they
would like to work with. Photographs are fine, as are still life set -ups they can bring
themselves. (Although be aware of the inherent difficulty of still lifes!) I will bring my
own extensive file of photos that I think would make good subject matter. Anything can
be used, including tapping into one's imagination as the inspiration for a painting.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 10-12 [8 week seminar]
Time: Tuesdays, 1:00–3:00 pm [Note: 8 week seminar; earlier time]
Place: Rockridge Retirement Community, Activity Room, 25 Coles Meadow Road,
Northampton
Parking: Ample parking on site
This will be a class on the techniques of watercolor. Participants will produce
their own watercolors, guided by me, and hopefully inspired as well by others in
the class. I will do demonstrations from time to time to show different
techniques. Participants will be encouraged to follow their own leads, and
choose subject matter that excites them.
This will be a class primarily on watercolor technique, and I will urge everyone to be bold, trust in
the serendipitous, and keep it fun. A list of supplies will be provided, and everyone should be
aware that the expense can be considerable. Although my own work is quite realistic, if your
desire is to paint like John Marin, I will help guide you in that direction as well. Watercolor
painting has an undeserved reputation of being unforgiving and difficult. It does have limitations,
but overall, the medium is a joy to work in, very rewarding, and one can correct mistakes!
Format: Workshop.
Resources: N/A
The Moderator: I have been painting watercolors since I was a student in art school. For many
years, while living in NYC, I did children's book illustration, but for the past 20 years have been
painting exclusively for galleries. My work tends to be large-scale, and focuses mostly on animals
and florals. I am currently with Michelson Gallery in Northampton. Over the years I have taught
watercolor workshops for the beginning and advanced student.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A PERSON?
Moderator: Jim Averill
Role of participants: Prepare a report on a controversial issue related to personhood,
invite alternative views, and lead the discussion. The moderator will provide a list of
suggested topics, but participants are encouraged to select topics not on the list, subject
to the moderator's approval.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16-18
Time: Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 am
Place: Amherst College, Converse Hall, Porter Lounge, 100 Boltwood Avenue, Amherst
Parking: You will be issued an Amherst campus parking permit
An examination of the necessary and sufficient conditions, if any, for
personhood.
Should a human organization (e.g., corporation) be granted some of the rights of personhood, as
the Supreme Court has recently ruled? Should an infrahuman animal (a chimp, say) be afforded
some of the rights of personhood, as some animal rights activists advocate? Should a fetus be
declared a person, as many personhood amendments to state constitutions propose? Can more
than one person occupy the same body (multiple personality disorder) and, if so, can one of those
persons be held responsible for acts committed while another was in control? Theologically, does
personhood survive death, as many religions teach? Is God a person, even three persons in One, as
Trinitarian Christians believe. As a last example, with advances in Artificial Intelligence (AI) might
a robot someday declare itself a person, superior to mere human beings?
Questions such as these can easily be multiplied. They raise some of the most difficult and
consequential issues facing contemporary societies. They will be addressed in this seminar from
legal, cultural, psychological, and philosophical points of view.
Format: Seminar
Resources: Before the start of the seminar, participants are asked to read the short novel, You
Shall Know Them, by Vercors (a pseudonym for the French author Jean Marcel Bruller). The
internet provides a wealth of data and opinion pieces on both sides of almost every issue. Law
reviews and court opinions are also important sources.
The Moderator: This is the first LIR seminar I will have moderated; so, all I can say is, caveat
emptor.
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WRITING TO REMEMBER - BLUE SECTION
Moderators: Henny Lewin & Steffi Schamess
Role of participants: To prepare and present two original pieces
Number of participants (including the moderators): 12
Time: Mondays, 1:30–3:30 pm
Place: Lilly Library, 19 Meadow Street, Florence
Parking: Ample parking on site
Writing Your Own Story
“Whatever we call the form – autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history – writing
about one's life is a powerful human need. Who doesn't want to leave behind some record of his or
her accomplishments, thoughts and emotions? If it's a family history it will have the further value
of telling your children and your grandchildren who they are and what heritage they came from.
“Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One
of the saddest sentences I know is, ‘I wish I had asked my mother about that’” (Writing about Your
Life by William Zinsser). You'll enjoy writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other
people's lives, when you join our seminar.
Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing
more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help
to make this a rewarding experience for everyone.
The Moderators: Henny taught Hebrew and Yiddish and received a Covenant Award as an
Outstanding Jewish Educator in North America. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working on her
autobiography with the encouragement of this seminar’s participants. Steffi has been writing
autobiographical material, fiction, and non-fiction essays since retiring from teaching at
Hampshire College, and participated in the Writing to Remember seminar for several semesters.

30

5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2015

WRITING TO REMEMBER - RED SECTION
Moderators: Zina Tillona & Ellen Peck
Role of participants: Prepare and present two original pieces.
Number of participants (including the moderator s): 12
Time: Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am
Place: Grace Episcopal Church Connector, 14 Boltwood Avenue (by the Town Common),
Amherst
Parking: On the Common; behind Town Hall; parking garage
Autobiographical Writing
Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called “Autobiographical Writing”),
Writing to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each
other a little better. It is a chance to share your life experiences with fellow LIR members and, at
the same time, record them for yourselves and your family.
Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their
children and grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and
all are welcome. The writer gets feedback and, if desired, the group will offer suggestions for
revisions and/or possible additions, as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to
write; it aims, rather, to stimulate and encourage you to continue writing your own story. Your
writing can center on the events of family life, career experiences, or anything else you would like
to tell about yourself.
Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing
more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help
to make this a rewarding experience for everyone.
The Moderators: Zina has been writing all of her life – papers, reports, memos, legal briefs,
nasty letters, etc., etc. – as university professor of Italian, as university administrator and as a
practicing lawyer; now she writes for fun about herself and her life journey. Ellen has been an
English professor at Mount Holyoke but instead of doing academic analyses of others’ writing, she
much prefers writing about her own family and personal experiences.
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS
Note: Read the monthly 5CLIR Reporter for specific dates, times and locations for the following and
additional Special Programs throughout the year. Contact the facilitators of individual Special
Programs with questions regarding handicap accessibility, parking, guest attendance, etc. All
locations noted are subject to change. Programs are listed alphabetically.

A Special Event Returns:

More Valley Poets

April 17, 2015 – Please see page 35 for details.

BOOK INTEREST GROUP
Naomi Yanis, facilitator
This group meets once each month from September through May, from 1:30 to 3:30, on various
Friday afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep. Responsibility for leading the discussion of
each book is rotated amongst the membership of the book group, with meetings held in members’
homes. We read a variety of contemporary fiction and non-fiction, as well as literary classics. The
choices for the year are made early in the summer, so some of the reading can be done when we
tend to have more time for it. Contact Naomi if you are interested in participating.

DINE AROUND
Joice Gare, coordinator
Members enjoy a meal together in a local restaurant, usually a weekday evening, about once a
month. Members are expected to take a turn making arrangements with the restaurant, setting a
date, planning the menu and collecting payment ahead of time. Contact Joice if you are interested
in participating and are not already on the Dine Around mailing list. Each participant is welcome
to bring one guest.
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FINDING FAMILY
Bobbie Reitt, facilitator
The Finding Family interest group is an offshoot of a seminar of the same name during the fall
2010 semester. Some members attended the seminar, but a larger number of participants have
joined in more recently, and we are delighted to include anyone who is interested in researching
his or her family history. Your family and friends might not understand your obsession with your
family's past, but we will!
We have discovered that by working together, we learn faster and much more than when we work
alone. We share information about Valley and online resources that we discover, and we warn
each other about pitfalls we encounter. We have both novices and veteran researchers among us,
and we find that the mix of varying levels of experience is helpful. We sometimes have reports
from members, sometimes work online together, and sometimes have workshop sessions to share
research results for a particular kind of resource.
We will meet once a month from 1:45 to 3:45 on the 3rd Thursday on the following 2015 dates:
January 15, February 19, March 19, April 16 and May 21 (place TBA). All meetings are usually
scheduled in the Commons Room, Dewey Hall, on the Smith campus. For questions, contact Bobbie
Reitt. Newcomers are always welcome.

FRENCH CONVERSATION
Judith Pool, facilitator
This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French. They meet on Fridays
from 1:30 to 3:30 pm. The meeting is held in Judith’s home in Northampton. Contact Judith to
register your interest in this program.

FRIDAY LECTURES & ENCORE PRESENTATIONS
Larry Ambs & Katy van Geel, facilitators
Come enjoy our Friday programs based on some outstanding seminar presentations which
members believe would be of general interest. Occasionally we host outside speakers who discuss
topics of interest to our membership. We meet at various locations in our area, usually beginning
at 11:00 am. Last semester the presentations took place at Applewood. Watch for information on
specific programs in the monthly newsletter. Contact Larry or Katy with questions.

OPERA PREPARATION
Peg Bedell, facilitator
A series of HD video productions of operas performed at the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the
Hadley Cinemark Theater on Saturday afternoons. Peg Bedell offers an introduction to each opera
and the featured performers at the Meeting Room of the Northampton Lathrop Community House
on the preceding Friday from 1:30-2:30. Anyone may attend any session and residents are
encouraged to attend. The dates for the 2015 season are: 1/16, 1/30, 2/13, 3/13 and 4/25. The
LIR monthly newsletter or a call to Peg will provide further details. Please car pool and park
considerately on Shallowbrook Drive.
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SALON MUSIC
Gerry Goldman & Carol Rundberg, facilitators
Enjoy the ambience of salon music making in which each person whatever their musical level
plays a musical selection for the group in a relaxed atmosphere. This is what LIR member music
makers do once each month at select locations, Lathrop House, NCMC, etc. Music makers are
amateurs (lovers of music) who, in some cases, have returned to an instrument after a long hiatus,
in other cases are beginning to learn an instrument. To discuss becoming a music maker or to be
put on our e-mail list please contact either Jerry Goldman or Carol Rundberg.
"Quien ama la musica, ama la vida" (Who loves music, loves life.)

SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE
John Armstrong & Dottie Rosenthal, facilitators
Science Roundtable is a discussion group for anyone interested in current issues in science. At
each session we discuss one or two main topics presented by one of our members or a guest
speaker. We reserve time at the end of each session for questions and informal discussion and we
encourage members of the Science Roundtable to suggest topics for future sessions or to lead
discussions themselves.
We meet four times each semester on the third Thursdays of the month from 2 to 3:30 pm at the
Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop, 1 Shallowbrook Drive, off Bridge Road in
Northampton. You do not need to have a background in science to participate nor do you have to
attend all sessions. If you are interested in participating and are not already on our mailing list,
contact one of the facilitators so you will receive information about each upcoming session via
email. Please park considerately using the LIR parking map for Shallowbrook Drive. Contact:
Dorothy Rosenthal or John Armstrong.

TRAVEL INTEREST GROUP
Joan Wofford, facilitator
This group meets the fourth Thursday of each month, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the Community
Room at Lathrop Northampton. Many of us are well traveled, and all of us know of places we
would love to go but will never have the time (and/or money) necessary. The Travel Interest
Group provides an opportunity for travelers to share their knowledge, experience, and pleasure
with other LIR members who would like to vicariously enjoy their visits. Joan will provide
technical assistance, if necessary. The atmosphere is quite informal, and there is no other
obligation (unless you are one of the speakers!) than to come and enjoy the beautiful photos and
interesting presentations. Check the newsletter each month for descriptions of these monthly
programs. Contact Joan for further details.
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V IEWPOINTS
Hy Edelstein, facilitator
Viewpoints meets the first Thursday of each month, from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. in the
small conference room at Highland Va lley Elder Services in Florence. In January,
2015, the meeting will be on the 8 th . This is an open, informal, spontaneous
discussion group, a fresh departure from the formal presentations and discussions in
our seminars. However, it does adhere to our peer-learning mission. While
preparation is not required, at each session several topics proposed by participants
are discussed –- topics which may be drawn from a whole spectrum of events and
trends in society/culture, concerns over developments in public /private life, issues in
the humanities/technologies. Discussions over such matters, drawing on the
spontaneity, spirit, thoughtfulness, and good humor of its seasoned participants, are
indeed enriching learning experiences. For more information, contact H y.

MORE VALLEY POETS
LIR members and other valley poets are invited to present their original poetry to the public at a
special program, “An April Afternoon of Poetry.”
Eighteen presenters will read two or three of their original, pre-submitted poems. This event is
not a contest or a competition, and there will be no judging involved. The participants will read
only for the audience to enjoy their works, some of which have not been presented in public
before.
The readings will take place in the lower-level meeting room at Applewood in Amherst from 2–4
PM on Friday, April 17th. Refreshments will be served.
Please sign up as a presenter by March 23rd by calling Ina Luadtke or by email.

A NOTE FROM THE SPECIAL PROGRAMS COMMITTEE
Special Programs would like to hear from a member with an idea they would like to propose and is
interested in starting a new Special Program group. Some ideas looking for a facilitator:






Collage Making Group
Movie Group (see movies on your own prior to meeting to discuss)
Tea Tasting Group
Meditation/Spiritual Reading Group
Great Books Discussion Group

If interested, contact Special Programs Chair, Ina Luadtke.
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WINTER PROGRAMS
Registration deadline is December 5th for all events. To register for these programs, complete
the registration form(s) with this catalog and submit with your non-refundable payment. As a
courtesy to those involved in planning and presenting these programs, we ask that you make sure
that you will be able to attend an event before signing up for it. Please let the contact person know
if you cannot attend.
Please note that buses need to be confirmed and tickets bought weeks before these events. That is
why meeting the deadline is important and calling after the deadline to register will probably not
get you a ticket to an event. Please call or e-mail the contact person on your program for
information, not the LIR office. Thanks!

Snowflake under microscope

WINTER PROGRAM SCHEDULE: DECEMBER-FEBRUARY, 2015
Date
Sun., Dec. 14
Thur., Jan. 8
Thur., Jan. 15
Thur., Jan. 22
Sun., Jan. 25
Wed., Jan. 28
Thur., Jan. 29
Sat., Jan 31
Fri., Feb. 6
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Event
St. Petersburg Quartet
Memorial Program
Chena River Marblers
Michael Gorra
Iris
40 Years/40 Artists
Rare Books
Monteverdi Concert
Legislators Forum

Time
4 pm
10 am
10 am
11 am
2 pm
2 pm
11 am
7:30 pm
2 pm

Place
Northampton, MA
Amherst, MA
Amherst, MA
Northampton, MA
West Springfield, MA
Amherst, MA
Northampton, MA
South Hadley, MA
Northampton, MA

5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2015

MEMORIAL PROGRAM
Join your fellow LIR members in remembering those whom we have lost during the past year. We
appreciate the many talents of these folks who have helped make our organization so interesting
and informative. Refreshments will be served.
Date: Thursday, January 8 (snow date Friday, January 9)
Time: 10 am – noon
Place: Amherst College Alumnae House
Cost: Free
Contact person: Carol Jolly
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ST. PETERSBURG QUARTET
The famed St. Petersburg Quartet will be performing at Sweeney Concert Hall at Smith College on
December 14th. The program will feature the Shostakovich String Quartet No. 4, the Bach
Chaconne in D Minor and the Tchaikovsky String Quartet No. 3.
The concert begins at 4 pm. Concert Conversations are free and will begin at 3 pm. John
Montanari and the artists will be there to discuss the program.
Date: Sunday, December 14
Time: 3 pm for concert conversations, 4 pm for concert
Place: Sweeney Concert Hall, Smith College
Cost: $28 group rate/minimum 20
$32 in advance if no group rate
$35 if purchased at the door
Contact person: Arnold Friedmann

CHENA RIVER MARBLERS
Originating in ancient China and Japan, marbling has traveled the silk route into Persia and
Turkey, on into the rest of Europe and finally, to the United States. Visit Chena River Graphics to
see this process, which uses techniques from the past, but also incorporates twenty first century
ideas, patterns, and colors. The process involves capturing an intricate pattern from the surface of
a liquid. The marbler creates these patterns by applying and manipulating colors on a liquid
surface until the desired pattern is established. The pattern is then caught permanently when
cloth or paper is briefly laid on the surface of the liquid. Each piece is one of a kind, as the marbler
must start anew for each print.
Chena river artists Regina and Dan St. John create patterns on silk to make scarves and ties and on
paper which is used to decorate a wide variety of products for bookbinders and paper artists.
The second floor, where bookbinding is done, is not handicapped accessible, but the artists assure
us there is plenty to see on the first floor! Instructions to the studio will be provided to registrants.
This event is limited to the first 20 members who register, so sign up early to reserve your space.
Date: Thursday, January 15
Time: 10 am – noon
Place: Chena River Graphics, 17 Justice Drive, Amherst
Cost: $2 per person
Contact person: Honoré David
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A VISIT WITH MICHAEL GORRA
Michael Gorra, well-known author and Professor of English at Smith College will meet with us in
January. The topic of his talk is Gettysburg at Not Yet Two: William Faulkner’s Civil War.
Professor Gorra’s Portrait of a Novel was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. The son of LIR pastpresident Dotty Gorra, he has taught at Smith since 1985. He is a regular contributor to the New
York Review of Books and other publications, and he is a former Guggenheim Fellow.
Date: Thursday, January 22
Time: 11 am – 12:30 pm
Place: Neilson Library, Smith College
Cost: $2
Contact Person: Claire Sherr

IRIS
A new contemporary play by Danny Eaton
“This new play has been described as a mix of both mystery and magical realism. Terry Davis, a
young woman is a much loved patient in a long term critical care facility. She’s been there for
several years, under the watchful eye of Etta, the head nurse, and now Dr. Root, the new staff
physician. Her parents, Alice and Hal, and their parish priest visit regularly, always praying for a
miracle and hoping she will somehow emerge from her coma. Then something happens—a
discovery that will change all of their lives, and bring Detective Phil Donnelly to the hospital.”
Date: Sunday, January 25
Time: 2 pm matinee (Pick up tickets from Ellen Peck between 1:30 and 2 pm)
Place: The Majestic Theater, 131 Elm Street, West Springfield
Parking: Parking is along Elm Street. Directions will be sent to those registered.
Cost: $23 with senior and group discounts
Contact Person: Ellen Peck

40 YEARS/40 ARTISTS
This exhibit celebrates well-known artists who have exhibited at the University Museum over the
past forty years. While some were at the beginnings of their artistic careers at that time, many of
them have become known as international contributors to contemporary culture. The artists,
including Jenny Holzer, Daniel Buren, William Wegman, or Joel Shapiro, to name a few, have
donated work to celebrate this occasion. Their works will enter the permanent collection which
includes over 3000 works of primarily prints, drawings, and photography from mid-century to the
present.
Date: Wednesday, January 28
Time: 2 – 4 pm
Place: University Museum of Contemporary Art, Amherst
Cost: $2 per person
Contact person: Arnold Friedmann
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RARE BOOKS
Dr. Martin Antonetti will take a small group of participants behind the scenes at the Neilson
Library at Smith College and discuss Illustrated Books of the Renaissance.
Dr. Antonetti is the Curator of Rare Books at the Neilson Library, and he is offering us this
opportunity to view some of the Library’s most valuable and interesting volumes from the Rare
Book collection.
This event is limited to the first 12 members who register, so sign up early to reserve your space.
Date: Thursday, January 29
Time: 11 am – 12:30 pm
Place: Neilson Library, Smith College
Cost: $2 per person
Contact person: Claire Sherr

MONTEVERDI 1610 VESPERS
Arcadia Players will be performing the Monteverdi 1610 Vespers, Vespro della Beata Vergine
(vespers of the Blessed Virgin, 1610) at Abbey Chapel at Mt. Holyoke College in South Hadley on
Saturday, January 31.
The term “vespers” (evening prayers) is taken from a set of daily prayers of the Catholic Church
which have remained structurally unchanged for 1500 years. In scale, Monteverdi’s vespers was
the most ambitious work of religious music before Bach. This 90 minute piece includes soloists,
chorus and orchestra.
The program begins at 7:30 pm, but because it’s sure to be a sellout, and parking is limited, you
are advised to be there early. Although it is an evening performance, there should be enough
people who are willing to drive and car pool. Arnold can arrange to have you meet at Applewood
and leave some cars there.
Date: Saturday, January 31
Time: 7:30 pm
Place: Abbey Chapel, Mt. Holyoke College, South Hadley
Cost: $25 per person (group rate)
Contact person: Arnold Friedmann
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LEGISLATORS FORUM

Free and Open to the Public
Come hear from area legislators give a summary of 2014 accomplishments and the outlook for the
coming year. Senator Stan Rosenberg, Senate Majority Leader, and State Representatives Peter
Kocot, John Scibak, and Ellen Story will brief us on expectations for the budget and for policies on
health care, education, the environment and housing. This is your chance to listen to those helping
to shape the state’s future and to be part of a Question and Answer session following the
presentations.
This free event has been a long-time favorite of LIR members and promises to be even more
fascinating as we ponder the future of our state and country. The event will be moderated by LIR
Past President Carol Jolly.
Date: Friday, February 6
Time: 2 – 4 pm
Place: Coolidge Room, Forbes Library, Northampton
Cost: Free, open to the public
Moderator: Carol Jolly
Contact person: Pat Jorczak
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5CLIR MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name _____________________________________ Address _______________________________________________________
City, State & Zip _____________________________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________
In case of emergency or illness, I would like you to notify:
Name __________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________
I would like to become a 5CLIR member.
☐ $250 Full Year: July 1st – June 30th (All programs and privileges)
☐ $125 Half Year for New Members (Fall or spring term; all programs and privileges)
☐ $125 Associate for Former Full Members (No seminars or voting right)
☐ $125 Discounted Full Year: July 1st – June 30th (For individual living alone with adjusted gross
income of $24,000 or less or one of a couple with joint adjusted gross income of $32,000 or less
per year; all benefits and rights)
☐ My circumstances create a need greater than above. I will contact the 5CLIR Treasurer through
the Office Manager (Liz Tiley, 585-3756) to discuss additional dues reduction.
☐ Tax Deductible Contribution - The 5CLIR Membership Assistance Fund offers financial
assistance to applicants who qualify. To help support such aid to fellow members, I enclose a gift
to the Membership Assistance Fund in the amount of __________.
Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.”
Mail to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
Members may: participate in fall and spring seminars, winter and summer programs, and special
year-round programs; receive all publications; join a committee; vote in annual elections; and
receive a membership card providing borrowing privileges at the libraries of the five colleges and
free transportation on the PVTA buses.
If a fully paid member is unable to register for a fall or spring seminar, a refund of $50 can be applied
for in writing. The request must be received by March 15 of the current membership year.
As a member of Five College Learning in Retirement, I recognize that my address, email address
and telephone number will appear in the 5CLIR membership directory and my photograph may
appear in the Newsletter or on the website unless I request an exemption in writing.
Signature: _________________________________________________ Date __________________
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SEMINAR REGISTRATION PROCEDURES
Important Information about Seminars
Registration
Although you may register for seminars right up to the start of the semester, if you wish to ensure
a place, or to be included in a possible lottery, you need to register early! (See below.)
For Lotteried Seminars Only:
To be included in a lottery (if one is needed for your first-choice seminar): your registration must
be received in the office by 1:00 pm on Friday, December 12th.







The Lottery is held in late December.………… NO phone registrations will be taken!
Only your first choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices
will also be lotteried, sequentially.
When a seminar is oversubscribed, a lottery determines who will be admitted.
Seminar confirmations will be mailed out during the weeks following the lottery;
confirmations for registrations received after the lottery will be mailed as they are received.
No prerequisites for any seminar. Enrollment is on a space-available basis.
Any change in registration must be reported to the office promptly…please!
If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar or a total of four sessions for
discretionary reasons, such as vacation, travel, etc., please do not sign up for that seminar.

Scheduling and Location



Seminars begin during the week of February 23rd and run weekly for 10 sessions, unless
specified otherwise. An extra week has been scheduled at the end to make up for a snow day.
Unless specified otherwise, morning seminars meet from 10:00 am– noon, afternoon
seminars from 1:30–3:30 pm, on Monday and Wednesday; Tuesday seminars meet 9:30–11:30
am and 2:00–4:00 pm; Thursday seminars meet 9:30–11:30 am. No afternoon sessions on
Thursdays; no seminars on Fridays. Please check the catalog, since some seminars have
earlier or slightly later start times.

Withdrawals and Absences



People who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the office of an
emergency will be dropped from the seminar and replaced with people on the waiting list.
If you must withdraw from a seminar for health or other pressing personal reasons, please
report this to the office immediately, (413) 585-3756. Someone else may use your place.

Because a large number of withdrawals cause inconvenience to moderators and participants,
please select seminars carefully so as to minimize withdrawals. If you are going to miss a
session, please notify the moderator as early as you can.
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5CLIR SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM – SPRING 2015
Registration deadline is December 12 th to be eligible for the lottery
Name _____________________________________________________________ New Member ______ Moderator ______
E-mail (please print clearly) __________________________________________________________
Telephone _______________________________________________________________________
No phone registrations, please. Confirmation of your seminars will be sent/emailed to you.
Admission to an oversubscribed seminar will be determined by a lottery, with those who have
listed that seminar as their first choice on the registration form receiving priority. Only those
registrations received in the office by 1:00 pm on Friday, December 12th are eligible for the
lottery. Registrations that are received after this date will be added to the waiting list behind those
who were in the lottery.
DIRECTIONS ~ PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!






Please list your seminar choices in order of preference. Do not list Special Programs!
Only your 1st choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices
will also be lotteried, sequentially.
If a seminar is full, your next choice will be used. Please list more seminars than you intend to
take, in a preferred order, so we may fill in secondary choices if your initial seminar choices
are oversubscribed. List your choices below in order of preference.
Please state (in the box to right) how many seminars you wish to take IN TOTAL.
Name of seminar, Day/am or pm

1. ________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________________
4. ________________________________________________________________________________
5. ________________________________________________________________________________
6. ________________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL
NUMBER of
seminars I
wish to take:
_________

7. ________________________________________________________________________________
MODERATORS should include their seminar at the end of the above list AND in the total.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A fundamental concept of the 5CLIR program is that all seminar members will participate actively in
discussion and in presentation of their reading, research, creative writing, or other original work.
Return to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
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WINTER PROGRAMS REGISTRATION FORM
Registration deadline is December 5 th for all events.
Tickets are purchased in advance so there are no refunds.
Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________
St. Petersburg Quartet, Northampton (Sun, Dec 14 at 4 pm)
_______ @ $28 per person
$ ________
Chena River Marblers, Amherst (Thu, Jan 15 at 10 am)
_______ @ $2 per person

$ ________

Michael Gorra, Northampton (Thu, Jan 22 at 11 am)
_______ @ $2 per person

$ ________

IRIS (Sun, Jan 25 at 2 pm)
_______ @ $23 per person

$ ________

40 Years/40 Artists (Wed, Jan 28 at 2 pm)
_______ @ $2 per person

$ ________

Rare Books (Thu, Jan 29 at 11 am)
_______ @ $2 per person

$ ________

Monteverdi Concert (Sat, Jan 31 at 7:30 pm)
_______ @ $25 per person

$ ________

Legislators Forum (Fri, Feb 6 at 2 pm)
_______ @ Free and open to the public. Invite your friends!

$ ________

Total Enclosed

$ ________

Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.”
Mail to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
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GREAT DECISIONS
Great Decisions is a national civic-education program that encourages participants to learn about U.S.
foreign policy and global issues; discuss multiple viewpoints in a group setting; and take part in a
national opinion survey. Established in 1918, the Foreign Policy Association is a non-profit education
organization and sponsor of the Great Decisions program. The topics for spring 2015 are:
Russia and the Near Abroad
As calls for closer ties with the EU failed to be met, Ukrainians took to the streets in in November 2013.
As the movement later known as the Euromaidan, or “Euro Square,” pulled western Ukraine closer to
its European neighbors, another powerful force threatened to tear away the country’s eastern half:
Russia. Putin’s pushback against European expansionism has the West wondering: If Putin’s Russia
isn’t afraid to take an aggressive stance against Europeanization in Ukraine, what does that mean for
the rest of Russia’s neighbors?
Privacy in the Digital Age
The idea of “privacy” has undergone significant changes in the digital age, as has the idea of privacy
“harm.” Fearful of British spying, influence and intervention, the founding fathers granted citizens
significant protections in the Constitution. Now, the tables have turned: Concerns about what some see
as a U.S. “dragnet” and unwarranted privacy intrusions have compelled other countries to revamp
their own privacy protections. Legislation, both at home and abroad, hasn’t kept pace with
technological developments, leaving some wondering if privacy as we know it is long dead.
Sectarianism in the Middle East
Many of the current conflicts in the Middle East have been attributed to sectarianism, a politicization
of ethnic and religious identity. From the crisis in Iraq and Syria to the tension between Iran and Saudi
Arabia, the struggle between Sunni and Shi‘i groups for dominance is tearing apart the region and
shows no signs of abating. But for all the religious discourse permeating the conflict, much of its roots
are political, not religious. How does sectarianism fit into a larger narrative of the Middle East? How
have governments manipulated sectarian differences? And finally, what is the U.S. doing about it?
India Changes Course
Fed up with corruption, dynastic policies and ineffective public services, Indian voters catapulted
Narenda Modi and his Bharatiya Janata Party to power in the country's 2014 elections. For voters,
Modi embodied real change and an India that wasn't stumbling, but running, to greatness. But for the
U.S., change in India brings its own set of unknowns, heralding an age ruled by a prime minister new to
national office and other policymakers who have been out of the public eye for a decade. Now, the U.S.
has to determine how to best secure its interests as India asserts itself on the world stage.
Human Trafficking in the 21st Century
Human trafficking represents a multibillion in international trade per annum and continues to be one
of the fastest growing criminal industries. While undeniably a global phenomenon, the U.S., as one of
the world’s leading human trafficking importers, bears a special responsibility to combat this practice.
The U.S. and the international community have adopted various treaties and laws to prevent
trafficking, but to truly understand and combat the issue, they must find the root causes enabling
traffickers to exploit millions of victims.
All events will take place between 9:30 am and noon on 5 Fridays beginning March 27th, 2015, at the
Northampton Senior Center, 67 Conz Street, Northampton.
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Moderators’ Forum – Photo taken by Katy van Geel

Arts & Crafts Seminar - Photo taken by Gordon Wyse
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5CLIR Trip to the Skinner Museum

Five College Learning in Retirement
Neilson Library, Smith College
Northampton, MA 01063
Phone: (413) 585-3756
Email: 5clir@smith.edu
Website: www.5clir.org
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