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WELCOME 

Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of Western Massachusetts. 
It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by Amherst College, 
Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. It is an affiliate of the Elderhostel Information Network. 
 
The Programs  

Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars are offered. These seminars are coordinated 
by members and are different every session. Peer-led seminars and workshops are the core 
activities of Five College Learning in Retirement and are designed to engage the active learner. 
 
In addition to the seminars, we offer a set of special programs and a series of presentations called 
Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum open to the public 
to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts. 
 
Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our 
summer, winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities 
and interests with other members. 
 
The Membership  

Our members are a group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields of 
interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share 
the knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced. 
 
Brief History  

The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty five years ago at the New School for 
Social Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs, 
such organizations are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established 
of the many LLIs around the country and one of the more autonomous. 
 
How to Join 

Just enroll and pay online (additional processing fees) or complete the membership form with this 

catalog and mail your check to 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063. 

 

Cost Type Benefits 

$250 Full Year: July 1st – June 30th All programs and privileges 

$125 Half Year for New Members Fall or spring term; all programs and privileges 

$125 Associate for Former Full Year Members No seminars or voting right 

 
Assistance Fund: The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to 

everyone.  It is funded by generous donations from fellow members. 

  

https://www.fivecolleges.edu/
http://www.roadscholar.org/
http://www.newschool.edu/irp/
http://www.newschool.edu/irp/
http://www.roadscholar.org/ein/map_usca.asp
https://secure.jotform.us/form/40124424174141
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SUMMARY OF SEMINARS –  FALL SEMESTER 2015 
September 28th – December 10th (December 17 th, last snow date) 
 

Monday Mornings (10:00 am–noon unless otherwise specified)  

Hard-Boiled Crime Fiction: the Invention of a Genre (page 16) – Neil Novik – Smith College: Lilly 

Hall, Room 308, Northampton 
 

The Immigrants (page 18) – Dean Poli & Larry Ambs – UMass: Transit Facility, north end 

Commonwealth Avenue, on right, before Governor’s Drive, Amherst 
 

Your Past and Present Memories (page 33) – Patricia Tillona – Loomis Retirement Village: 3rd floor 

conference room, 20 Bayon Drive (off Route 116), South Hadley 
 

Monday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)  

Biographies of the Leaders of the American Revolution (page 11) – Rich Szlosek – Smith College: 

Lilly Hall, Room 308, Northampton 
 

The Emergence of Life (page 13) – Dorothy Rosenthal – Applewood: 1st floor meeting room, One 

Spencer Drive, Amherst 
 

Reading to Explore the Valley & the Berkshires (page 26) – Wunderley Stauder & Ruth Kosiorek – 

Easthampton Lathrop: Mount Tom Room, 100 Bassett Brook Drive [No seminar October 19] 
 

Watercolor Class (page 29) – Turi MacCombie – Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 525 South 

Pleasant Street (Route 116), Amherst [Seminar meets 1:00–3:00; 8 week seminar – starts one 

week late and ends one week early; no seminar October 19] 
 

Writing to Remember – Blue Section (page 31) – Henny Lewin & Steffi Schamess – Lilly Library, 19 

Meadow Street, Florence 
 

Tuesday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)   

1,000 Foods to Eat Before You Die (page 9) – Katy van Geel & Nina Scott – Participants’ homes 
 

Public Health, Private Rights (page 24) – John & Elizabeth Armstrong – Smith College: Dewey Hall, 

Common Room, Northampton 
 

The Silk Roads, the World’s First Globalization (page 27) – Marybeth Bridegam – Amherst Media, 

246 College Street (Route 9, towards Belchertown), Amherst [Seminar meets 10:15–12:15] 

 

Tuesday Afternoons (2:00–4:00 pm unless otherwise specified)  

Broadway Musicals (page 12) – Hill Boss – Rockridge Retirement Community: Library, 25 Coles 

Meadow Road, Northampton 
 

Plants: From Mosses to Mistletoes (page 21) – Janet Price & Bev von Kries – Applewood: 1st floor 

meeting room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst 
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Wednesday Mornings (10:00 am–noon unless otherwise specified)  

Food in Contemporary America (page 14) – Allison Ryan & Nancy D’Amato – Smith College: Dewey 

Hall, Common Room, Northampton [Seminar meets 9:30–11:30] 
 

From Personal Narrative to Public Issues (page 15) – Ruth Elcan & Joan Laird – Amherst Woman’s 

Club: Dining Room, 35 Triangle Street, Amherst 
 

People Who Changed America (page 20) – Jim Harvey – UMass: Transit Facility, north end 

Commonwealth Avenue, on right, before Governor’s Drive, Amherst 

 

Oscar Wilde: Troubled Genius (page 30) – Michael Wolff – Applewood: 1st floor meeting room, One 

Spencer Drive, Amherst 
 

Wednesday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)  

Big Bands of the 30’s and 40’s (page 10) – Jean-Pierre Berwald – Loomis Retirement Village: 3rd 

floor conference room, 20 Bayon Drive (off Route 116), South Hadley  
 

Ernest Hemingway – the Man, the Myth, and the Work (page 17) – Gerald Goldman – National 

Yiddish Book Center, 1021 West Street, Amherst [September 30 to December 1; no meeting on 

Thanksgiving week] 
 

“In Wildness is the Preservation of the World”: Classics of American Nature Writing (page 19) – 

Jonathan Jay & Miriam Whitney – Amherst College: Converse Hall, Porter Lounge, 100 Boltwood 

Avenue, Amherst 
 

Poetry Out Loud (page 22) –Bob Barker & Nancy Denig – Rockridge Retirement Community: 

Library, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton [Seminar meets 2:00–4:00]  
 

Reading the Stories of Andrea Barrett (page 25) – David Neelon – Amherst Woman’s Club: Dining 

Room, 35 Triangle Street, Amherst 
 

Thursday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)  

Presidents at the Law’s Edge (page 23) – Tyll van Geel & Jay Russell – Amherst College: Converse 

Hall, Porter Lounge, 100 Boltwood Avenue, Amherst 
 

Thieves of State: Why Corruption Threatens Global Security (page 28) – Joan Wofford – Lathrop 

Communities: Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road), Northampton 

 

Writing to Remember – Red section (page 32) – Zina Tillona & Ellen Peck – Grace Episcopal 

Church:  Connector (the new addition), 14 Boltwood Avenue (by the Town Common), Amherst 
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A  NOTE FROM THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
To Current and Prospective Members of Five College Learning in Retirement:  
 
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this 
catalog of seminars for the fall 2015 term. Committee members and seminar moderators have 
worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we believe reflects our 
members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that you find among these 
offerings seminars that excite and challenge both heart and mind. 
 
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and their success 
depends on the quality of each member’s participation. In seminars, each participant is 
responsible for researching and making at least one presentation and for taking an active part in 
all discussions. In workshops, participants engage in active learning, often through hands-on 
activities that may be paired with presentations. 
 
5CLIR has an extensive inventory of audio/visual equipment that members may reserve to use in 
their seminar presentations. Any expenses such as texts, DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic 
supplies are the responsibility of the participants.   
 
Participants may sign up for as many seminars/workshops as they wish.  Please review the 
schedule to ensure you do not register for 2 seminars held at the same time. 
 
The Committee would like to thank the members who have volunteered to moderate the 25 
seminars to be offered in the fall. Without their creativity and dedication, we would not have the 
high quality choices that you find in these pages. 

 
Members of the Curriculum Committee 2014-2015  Term Ends 

  

Michael Brooks ................................................................................................  June 30, 2015 

June Guild ...........................................................................................................  June 30, 2015 

Richard Szlosek ................................................................................................  June 30, 2015 

 

Diane Liebert ....................................................................................................  June 30, 2016 

Jean Miller ..........................................................................................................  June 30, 2016 

Dean Poli, Co-Chair .........................................................................................  June 30, 2016 

Betsy Siersma, Co-Chair ...............................................................................  June 30, 2016 

Miriam Whitney ...............................................................................................  June 30, 2016 

 

Claire Sherr ........................................................................................................  June 30, 2017 

Tyll van Geel ......................................................................................................  June 30, 2017 

Gordon Wyse ....................................................................................................  June 30, 2017 
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1,000  FOODS TO EAT BEFORE YOU DIE 
 

Moderators:  Katy van Geel and Nina Scott  

Role of participants:  Choose one or more dishes to prepare; introduce the food to 

other members of  the group; tell  why you chose it ,  talk  about the history of  the food, 

and share your memories of it .  Stories about food memories are an  important 

component of the fun . 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  8  

Time:  Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 am 

Place:  Seminar locations will  vary from week to week,  with participants taking 

turns hosting the workshop in their homes or elsewhere.  

 

This workshop's title comes from a book with the same name by food writer Mimi 

Sheraton; its subtitle is A Food Lover's Life List. Note the book is a nicely illustrated and 

annotated list, not a cookbook (it contains some recipes, and refers readers to websites for 

other dishes' recipes). We encourage participants to use this book as an inspiration for 

cooking throughout the workshop. 

 

The host chef will prepare one or more dishes (we don't expect 3-course meals) for the other 

participants to enjoy tasting on the day that we meet. Each chef will be expected to provide others 

with a copy of the recipe(s) made. We anticipate a very relaxed, informal gathering of people; fine 

china is not a prerequisite. 

 

Format: Workshop 

 

Resources: Mimi Sheraton; 1,000 Foods to Eat Before You Die 

 

The Moderators: Nina Scott has participated in 3 food-related seminars before (Food & Film, 

Cooking & Eating, and Around the Jewish Table). She has taught two food-and-culture courses at 

Amherst College, and over the years has published many culinary articles in the Daily Hampshire 

Gazette. Katy van Geel's claim to fame was winning first place in the 2010 Emily Dickinson Baking 

Contest for her recipe for Emily Dickinson's Black Cake, and second place for her rendition of 

Emily Dickinson's Rye and Indian bread. Her hobby is making jams, jellies, and marmalades.  
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BIG BANDS OF THE 30’S AND 40’S 
 

Moderator:  Jean-Pierre Berwald 

Role of participants:  Each participant will  make a presentation on one of the Big 

Bands from the Big Band era (1930 -1950), including information and musical 

excerpts,  and lead discussion .  

Number of participants (including th e moderator):  17 

Time:  Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm 

Place:  Loomis Village, 3 r d  Floor Conference Room, 20 Bayon Drive (off Route 116), 

South Hadley 

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

The Big Band Era of the 1930s and 1940s. Each participant will report on a band of this era 

and provide musical excerpts to illustrate characteristics of the group chosen. 

 

The Big Bands of the 30s and 40s had common stylistic elements, but also evolved characteristic 

differences. Presentations could trace a band's development in terms of instrumentation and 

popularity and incorporate significant historical background of the era as well. The moderator 

encourages, but does not require, PowerPoint presentations, and will provide technical help with 

PowerPoint as well as with music files or CDs. The first seminar meeting will include a workshop 

on the technology. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: Participants will use the Internet and library resources including texts and music for 

their presentation. Sound clips can come from YouTube. 

 

The Moderator: Jean-Pierre Berwald, retired professor of French at the University of 

Massachusetts. Was clarinetist in a Dixieland Band as an undergraduate at the University of 

Michigan and has been a life-long devotee of music from the Big Band era.  
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BIOGRAPHIES OF THE LEADERS 

OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
 
Moderator:  Richard Szlosek  

Role of participants:  Choose a leader of  the revolution and give a report on that 

individual’s entire li fe.  

Number of participants (including the moderator s):  16-18 

Time:  Mondays,  1:30–3:30 pm 

Place:  Smith College, Lilly Hall ,  Room 308, Northampton  

Parking:  You will  be issued a Smith College campus parking permit  

 

We will look at the leading individuals of the revolutionary war and report 

what they did before the war, their contrib utions to the war and wha t 

happened to them afterwards. This is not a military history of the war.  

 

Each participant will present a 25-30 minute report on an individual chosen from a list provided 

by the moderator. There will then be a 20-25 minute discussion on that report. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: Local libraries, bookstores and Amazon have biographies on almost all of the 

individuals of that period. 

 

The Moderator: Rich Szlosek is a regular LIR moderator, leading seminars on American history 

and literature. 
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BROADWAY MUSICALS 
 
Moderator:  Hill  Boss  

Role of participants: Each participant will  select a musical ,  research its  

background,  and lead discussion of the musical (see description below).  

Number of participants (including the moderators):  10 

Time: Tuesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm  

Place: Rockridge Retirement Community,  Library, 25 Coles Meadow Road,  

Northampton 

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

Most Broadway musicals, familiar to us,  have significant political,  economic,  

or social themes which shape the content  of  the piece.  This seminar will f irst  

play a CD of the musical, then a member will explain the content.  

 

Each participant will select a musical from the "Golden Age" of Broadway Musicals (1950-1970) 

and research the political, economic, and social themes that existed at the time and found their 

way into the story of the musical.  We will play the musical for the first hour, take a short break, 

and during the second hour the participant will lead a discussion. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: I have CD's of most musicals, and members will research the background using books 

and articles. Members may borrow my CD for the week to help with the research. 

 

The Moderator: I have been a Broadway Musical addict for over 60 years, and my experience as a 

history teacher has inspired me to explore the underlying conditions found in the musicals.  
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THE EMERGENCE OF LIFE 
 

Moderator:  Dorothy Rosenthal  

Role of participants:  The moderator will  provide a list  of  possible topics.  

Participants will  select a topic,  report on their topic and lead a discussion of the 

topic.  

Number of participants (including the moderator s):  16-18 

Time:  Mondays,  1:30–3:30 pm 

Place:  Applewood,  1 s t  Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst  

Parking:  Ample parking on site; please park on the outside c urve of Spencer Drive, 

not in the parking lot!  

 

Recent Advances in the Understanding of Evolution of Life on Earth  

 

In the 3.8 billion years since life first arose on planet Earth, living things have moved from deep 

ocean vents to populate the land and air as well as the sea. We will consider recent evidence on 

how life emerged on Earth and the major evolutionary changes that have occurred since. Our 

study will be informed by new information about the biochemistry of living things and discoveries 

of organisms previously unknown, all of which have radically changed our understanding of the 

Tree of Life. Information on the emergence of life is coming in daily and we will try to capture the 

new understanding of evolution and the excitement of being witness to new discoveries in this 

seminar.  

 

Format: A series of presentations, each of which allows time for general discussion of the topics. 

 

Resources: There will not be one book for everyone to read, but once participants have chosen a 

topic, the moderator will make one or more suggestions of pertinent books for each topic. Because 

of the recent nature of some of the material, the internet will be a major source of information as 

well. 

 

The moderator: The moderator has a background in teaching biology and has moderated ten 

seminars on various aspects of biology for Five College Learning in Retirement. 
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FOOD IN CONTEMPORARY AMERICA 
 
Moderators:  Allison Ryan and Nancy D’Amato  

Role of participants:  To present at least one hour session on a topic chosen from a 

list to be provided (see sample topics below) .  

Number of participants (including the moderators):  20 

Time:  Wednesdays, 9:30 am–11:30 am [Note: earlier time]  

Place:  Smith College, Dewey Hall ,  Common Room, Northampton  

Parking:  You will  be issued a Smith campus par king permit  

 

In each 2-hr session participants will present/debate topics in food and contemporary 

America.  These may include, for example, the science of taste, cooking, and cookware, food 

movements (slow, locovore, etc.), diets and fads, nutrition and superfoods, the role of 

celebrity chefs and the media, the food industry, GMO's; food quality and safety, the rise of 

food allergies and food-related health issues, especially obesity. 

 

Selected bibliographies will be suggested for the topic list but participants will have many degrees 

of freedom as they design their presentations. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: (Tentative) core readings: 

 Molecular Gastronomy: Exploring the Science of Flavor by Hervé This 

 The Omnivore's Dilemma by Michael Pollan 

 Salt, Sugar, Fat: How the Food Giants Hooked Us by Michael Moss 

 

The moderators: Both of us are enthusiastic cooks with eclectic tastes and champion eaters, 

perhaps even foodies.  Plus we have concerns about how food fits into a broader social context.  
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FROM PERSONAL NARRATIVE TO PUBLIC ISSUES 
 

Moderators:  Ruth Elcan and Joan Laird  

Role of participants:  Seminar members will  make a 20 -25 minute presentation and 

lead a discussion either on literary aspects of one of  the assigned memoirs or on one 

or more of the public issu es an assigned memoir raises .  

Number of participants (including the moderators):  16 

Time:  Wednesdays, 10:00 am –noon 

Place:  Amherst Woman’s Club,  35 Triangle Street ,  Amherst  

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

Some memoirs more than others take us from the pers onal to the social.  We 

will  read six memoirs that challenge us to consider and debate a range of 

important, contemporary social issues.  

 

Meline Toumani begins to question the lingering hatred of Turks permeating her Armenian family 

and community 100 years after the Armenian genocide in There Was and There Was Not. Jennifer 

Finney Boylan in She’s Not There describes the changes in her body and in her relationships as she 

transitions from male to female.  And Roz Chast gives us Can’t We Talk About Something More 

Pleasant?, a graphic memoir describing her often sad, sometimes maddening, and sometimes 

comical experience of her parents’ aging and dying. John Muir’s My First Summer in the 

Sierra leads us to the current debate among environmentalists over the relevance of his 

legacy.  Nathan McCall’s Makes Me Wanna Holler recounts a young black man’s experiences of 

racism, rage, violence, imprisonment, and, eventually, a career in journalism.  And Martha Beck 

in Leaving the Saints reminisces about her life growing up in and ultimately separating from her 

traditional Mormon family.  

 

We will spend one or two sessions on each memoir and on related current topics as defined by 

members for their presentations. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: Everyone will read the six memoirs described above, no particular edition. Moderators 

will suggest possible background reading for particular presentations. 

 

The Moderators: Ruth Elcan taught literature and writing (including autobiographical writing) for 

many years and Joan Laird taught courses on the family and on social and cultural issues. 
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HARD-BOILED CRIME FICTION :  THE INVENTION OF A GENRE 
 
Moderator:  Neil  Novik  

Role of participants:  Each participant will  make a brief  presentation on a classic 

book in the hard-boiled genre and lead a discussion that uses that book as its  

starting point.  Although participants wil l  not be required to read every book being 

discussed,  a familiarity with each author and the genre will  be encouraged.  A l ist  of 

suggested titles and authors will  be provided ,  but others may be selected subject to 

the concurrence of  the moderator .  

Number of participants (including the moderator):  11-13 

Time:  Mondays,  10:00 am–noon 

Place:  Smith College, Lilly Hall ,  Room 308, Northampton  

Parking:  You will  be issued a Smith Colle ge campus parking permit  

 

This seminar will examine the roots of American Crime Fiction: the “hard -

boiled” detective novel.  

 

Hard-boiled crime fiction, as a distinctly American genre, came to life in the interwar period, 

emerging from the western adventure story but set in the dark, mean streets of urban America. 

Starting in the 1920’s, a time when organized crime was growing largely in response to 

prohibition, writers such as Dashiell Hammett, and later Raymond Chandler, James M. Cain, Ross 

Macdonald and others, introduced the tough, wise-cracking PI, the femme fatale, a focus on police 

incompetence and government corruption, and a social realism not usually found in earlier 

detective fiction. That so many of their books remain classics today, e.g., The Maltese Falcon, The 

Big Sleep, etc., is testament not only to their place among the great writers of American literature, 

but also to the staying power of the genre itself. These writers set the course of American crime 

fiction and eventually influenced the development of most crime fiction world-wide. 

 

Through discussions of these classic novels, as well as the lives of the writers, the times they lived 

in, and essays about the books and the genre, this seminar will explore the hard-boiled genre, its 

place in American literature, and how it influenced generations of writers who followed. 

 

Format: Presentations and discussion 

 

Resources: Most titles we will read are in print and/or widely available in libraries and as used 

books. Critical essays can be found online or will be distributed by the moderator. 

 

The Moderator: Neil was considered the “Crime Fiction Guy” at the Odyssey Bookshop, where he 

was co-owner. He still runs a crime fiction reading group there and has a special interest in the 

history of crime fiction. 
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ERNEST HEMINGWAY –  THE MAN,  THE MYTH,  AND THE WORK 
 
Moderator:  Gerald Goldman  

Role of participants:  Participants will  lead a one hour discussion of chapters they 

will  choose from Hemingway's work .  

Number of participants (including the moderators) :  17 

Time:  Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm [Note:  Seminar begins on September 30 and 

concludes on December 1.  No class during the week of Thanksgiving.]  

Place:  National Yiddish Book Center,  1021 West Street,  Amherst  

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

In this seminar we will  read three works by Ernest Hemingway: The Snows of 

Kilimanjaro ,  a collection of short stories,  For Whom the Bell  Tolls ,  and The Old 

Man and The Sea .  

 

Our purpose will be to reconsider the myth which surrounds Hemingway’s life. 

  

That he was a man of action is well known. Severely wounded as an ambulance driver in Italy 

during WW I,  a hard drinker, a disciplined writer and friend of Gertrude Stein, Fitzgerald, Pound, 

and Joyce in 1920's Paris, four times married, runner of bulls in Pamplona and expert in the craft 

of bullfighting, journalist who covered the rebel side during the Spanish Civil War, correspondent 

embedded with American troops in Europe, spotter of German subs, big game hunter in Africa and 

deep sea fisherman in the Gulf - all surround his life with the myth that he was solely a man’s man. 

  

But can we find in his work a different Hemingway? Will our reading reveal a Hemingway both 

contemplative and compassionate, a man who understood the fullness of love? 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: The Snows of Kilimanjaro and Other Stories, For Whom the Bell Tolls, and The Old Man 

and the Sea: the author Ernest Hemingway. Available in paperback, and used on Amazon. 

 

The Moderator: Gerald Goldman is a retired rabbi who loves literature and is fascinated by 

Hemingway's powerful writing. 
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THE IMMIGRANTS 
 
Moderators:  Dean Poli & Larry Ambs  

Role of participants:  Participants will  be expected to prepare a short presentation 

(30-35 min) and lead a discussion concerning the immigration and assimilation of a 

particular ethnic group to the U.S.  

Number of participants (including the moderator):  17 

Time:  Mondays,  10:00 am–noon 

Place:  UMass Transit Facil ity,  Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst  

Parking:  Parking in adjacent Lot  45; directions will  be given  

 

This seminar will explore the immigration history of some of the many 

groups who came to this country and their road to assimilation.  

 

Many immigrants came to the United States seeking greater economic opportunity, while some, 

such as the Pilgrims in the early 1600s arrived in search of religious freedom.  From the 17th to 

the 19th centuries hundreds of thousands of black slaves from West Africa came here against their 

will. Each participant will pick a country such as Ireland, France, China, etc. or group of people 

such as African-Americans and research and discuss the history of their immigration to the U.S. 

and their road to assimilation. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: While some books, such as The German Americans: An Ethnic Experience, by Max Kade 

and La Storia: Five Centuries of the Italian American Experience, by Mangione & Morreale exist, 

most participants will have to rely on the Internet to research the immigration history of the 

particular ethnic group they have selected.  A good web site is the Multicultural America section of 

everyculture.com. 

 

The Moderators: Both moderators are interested in historical topics and have moderated or co-

moderated several LIR seminars falling under the category of history.  
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“IN WILDNESS IS THE PRESERVATION OF THE WORLD”: 

CLASSICS OF AMERICAN NATURE WRITING 
 

Moderators:  Jonathan Jay and Miriam Whitney  

Role of participants:  All  will  read the same seven books l isted below (beginning in 

the summer recommended),  and each participant will  co -lead the discussion of one 

of these books.   The moderators will  provide sample discussion questions.  

Number of participants (including the moderator):  17 

Time:  Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm 

Place:  Amherst College, Converse Hall ,  Porter Lounge,  100 Boltwood Avenue, 

Amherst  

Parking:  You will  be issued an Amher st  campus parking permit  

 

This seminar will examine seven classics of  American nature writing from the 

last century and a half, six prose and one volume of poetry, and explore their 

unique and varied perspectives on the impact of the natural world on 

humans. 

 

Beginning with Thoreau, American nature writing has evolved into a distinctive form of literary 

expression.  While always acutely observant of landscape and wildlife, it is often highly personal, 

philosophical, and with a spiritual dimension.  We will look at several accomplished male and 

female writers from the latter half of the 19th Century through the 20th Century who explore, 

contemplate, and frequently rhapsodize about a diverse group of landscapes and ecosystems, from 

the Concord woods and Cape Cod seashore to the Blue Ridge Mountains, a Wisconsin farm, the 

Southwest desert, and the Sierra Nevada. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: 

 Walden, by Henry David Thoreau (1854) 

 A Sand County Almanac, by Aldo Leopold (1949) 

 Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, by Annie Dillard (1974) 

 Desert Solitaire: A Season in the Wilderness, Edward Abbey (1968) 

 The Outermost House: A Year of Life on the Great Beach of Cape Cod, by Henry Beston (1928) 

 My First Summer in the Sierra, by John Muir (1911) 

 New and Selected Poems, Volume One, by Mary Oliver (1992) 

 

The Moderators: Jonathan Jay is a retired labor attorney and currently a mediator.  He has 

previously moderated an LIR seminar.  Miriam Whitney is a retired education attorney, and has 

participated in a number of LIR seminars.  They both enjoy a lifelong appreciation for the 

outdoors, pleasures presently enhanced by the beauty of Western Massachusetts. 
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PEOPLE WHO CHANGED AMERICA  
 
Moderator:  J im Harvey 

Role of participants:  Research and present a relevant topic,  lead the discussion on 

it  and participate in discussing other participants'  topics .  

Number of participants (including the moderator):  17 

Time:  Wednesdays, 10:00 am–noon 

Place:  UMass Transit Facil ity,  Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst  

Parking:  Parking in adjacent Lot  45; directions will  be given 

 
Our country scarcely resembles Plymouth or any of  the original colonies.  
What changed it? And who played a pivotal role in that change? These will be 
the questions at the heart of this seminar.  
 
We will seek to identify and briefly describe the people who moved us in new directions, focusing 

primarily on those lesser known.  We will try to describe how their contribution occurred; why 

that it was important; and what the impact has been on American society. We will focus, not on 

great presidents but upon lessor known folk. Some examples are:  

 Peter Zenger and freedom of the press 

 Samuel Slater and the American factory 

 Eugene Debs and American labor 

 Nicola Tesla and the generation of electricity 

 Lee De Forest and the electronics revolution 

 Peter Cooper and the railroad boom 

 Charles Finney, the Second Great Awakening and the birth of reform movements 

 William Lloyd Garrison and the Abolitionist movement 

 W. E. B. Du Bois and the NAACP 

 Elizabeth Cady Stanton and women’s rights 

 Alexander Cartwright  and the rise of baseball 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: TBD 

  

The Moderator: Jim spent much of his career life in science and computers, but has developed a 

strong interest in history. He has lead numerous seminars over the past 13 years in LIR. 
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PLANTS:  FROM MOSSES TO MISTLETOE 
 

Moderators:  Janet Price & Bev von Kries  

Role of participants:  Participants will  make a presentation of about half an hour 

and then lead a discussion.  

Number of participants (including the moderator):  18 

Time:  Tuesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm 

Place:  Applewood,  1 s t  Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst  

Parking:  Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive, 

not in the parking lot!   

 

In this seminar we will cover the very basics of  botany and then go on to look 

at some of the more interesting kinds of plants in the world and the various 

roles plants play.  

 

Plants can live without people, but people can’t live without plants.  Before there were any animals 

living on land, there were plants.  All animals, including people, ultimately depend on plants for 

food.  Either we eat plants directly or we eat animals that eat plants. Plants also play an important 

role in the carbon cycle: the movement of carbon in the world as it is recycled and reused. 

 

Moderators will provide a list of suggested topics.  Some sample topics:  Evolution of flowering 

plants, Grasses and grains, Carnivorous plants and Plant-insect co-evolution.  Topics not on the list 

but similar may be selected after consultation with the moderators. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: We recommend that everyone read What a Plant Knows by Daniel Chamovitz, any 

edition.  Botany for Gardeners by Brian Capon, any edition, will be a back-up reference source. 

Both books are available in reasonably priced trade paper editions. And more than ample 

additional information on all topics can be found in local libraries and on the web. 

 

The Moderators: Janet grows both indoor and outdoor plants and enjoys experimenting with new 

growing techniques.   She has moderated or co-moderated several seminars related to plants and 

horticulture. Plants have always been part of Bev’s life.  She now raises orchids and enjoys her 

spring and summer gardens.  She has moderated or co-moderated several seminars on plant-

related topics. 
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POETRY OUT LOUD 
 

Moderators:  Bob Barker and Nancy Denig  

Role of participants:  Each participant will  choose a poet from the l ist  provided,  

compile a packet of 10-15 poems,  print ten copies,  make a brief presentation of 

information on the poet and facilitate the readings and comments.  

Number of participants (including the moderators):  10 

Time:  Wednesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm [Note:  later time]  

Place:  Rockridge Retirement Community ,  Library, 25 Coles Meadow Road,  

Northampton 

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

How do you make a poem your own? Read it aloud. Savor the words. Read it 

aloud again. Listen to the rhythm and message(s).  Read it a third time. Let it 

sing and let it  soak in.  

 

In this seminar we will choose from a list of 49 poets laureate of the United States, starting in 

1937. They are appointed by the Librarian of Congress, with a loosely defined directive to promote 

poetry. All participants will participate in the reading of the poems, to be read aloud three times, 

allowing some time for comments before the final reading. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: Libraries, internet, book loans from the moderator or other participants. Book 

purchases are optional. 

 

The moderators:  Bob Barker, a geologist by training, has written poetry for a number of years. 

Nancy Denig, a landscape architect by training, has published two books of her poetry. 

 

Additional Information:  This seminar is all about experiencing the spoken word and listening to 

the music of language. It is not intended as a venue for literary criticism or other academic 

approaches to poetry.  



5CLIR – Summer & Fall 2015 

23 

PRESIDENTS AT THE LAW’S EDGE  
 
Moderators:  Tyll  van Geel & Jay Russell  

Role of participants:  Research and present a relevant topic,  lead the discussion on 

it  and participate in discussing other participants’  topics.  

Number of participants ( including the moderator):  18 

Time:  Thursdays,  9:30–11:30 am 

Place:  Amherst College, Converse Hall ,  Porter Lounge,  100 Boltwood Avenue, 

Amherst  

Parking:  You will  be issued an Amherst  campus parking permit   

 

When, why, how, and with what consequences have Pr esidents pressed to and 

gone beyond the law’s edge.  

 

Most Presidents in American history with ambitious domestic agendas and/or entanglements in 

foreign conflicts, including President Obama, have deployed executive power in unprecedentedly 

aggressive ways and have often been accused of being dictatorial. Although we are supposedly a 

government of law, these Presidents have unsurprisingly come into conflict with the law 

by:  Exceeding their Article II powers; contesting the authority of the legislative and judicial 

branches; violating a statute or adopting and applying an arguable misinterpretation of the 

statute; pushing for legislation that exceeds the Article I power of Congress; pushing for legislation 

and carrying out policies that violate the Bill of Rights and other amendments; and violating 

international law and the law of war.  This seminar will probe the politics, law and ethics of 

Presidential polices at the law’s edge. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources: This book, recommended but not required, provides well-crafted biographies on the 

Presidents up to and including George W. Bush: The American Presidency, Alan Brinkley and Davis 

Dyer, eds. Houghton Mifflin Company, N.Y. 2004. 

 

The Moderators: Tyll van Geel has led seminars over the past seven years on such subjects as The 

Home Front during World War II and law. He taught constitutional and educational law at a 

university.  Jay Russell, a Northampton resident since 2011 and an LIR member since 2013, is a 

retired attorney whose interests include history, politics and constitutional law and the Supreme 

Court. 

 

Additional Information:  Moderators are available to suggest specific topics and resources. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH,  PRIVATE RIGHTS  
 

Moderators:  John and Elizabeth Armstrong 

Role of participants:  Prepare a 30-40 minute presentation and lead a discussion . 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  18 

Time:  Tuesdays, 9:30 am–11:30 am 

Place:  Smith College, Dewey Hall ,  Common Room, Northampton  

Parking:  You will  be issued a Smith campus parking permit   

 

The recent outbreak of measles in the U.S. and the treatment of U.S. cit izens 

exposed elsewhere to the Ebola virus and treated in the U.S. illustrate the 

problems of ensuring public health and safety while recognizing individuals' 

guaranteed rights of self-determination and personal choice.   Enforcement of 

quarantines and immunization requires a careful balance of measures known to 

protect public welfare and depends in turn on sophisticated scientific 

understanding of the causes and control of disease and an informed citizenry. 

 

This seminar will start with an historical view of public health practices, primarily in the U.S.  We 

will cover the seminal contributions made by civil engineering projects involving clean water, safe 

sewerage, and clean air.   And then we will look at the constitutional basis for public health law 

and discuss significant events in our country's history with an ever-expanding network of public 

health programs.    Measures to deal with epidemics such as smallpox, typhoid fever, polio, flu and 

AIDS will be covered, including discussion of key historical figures such as Koch, Jenner, Lady 

Mary Montague, Salk and others. Programs such as fluoridation, comprehensive childhood 

vaccination, highway safety measures, smoking cessation, and others will be considered over the 

course of the ten weeks. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Resources:  The moderators will provide a list of resources. 

 

The Moderators : The Armstrongs have moderated many seminars, some together, some 

separately.  The moderators have led seminars in the past on subjects in science, technology and 

engineering.  
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READING THE STORIES OF ANDREA BARRETT 
 
Moderator:  David Neelon 

Role of participants:  Participants will read and discuss 18 short stories and novellas 

by Andrea Barrett contained in 3 books pu blished between 1996 and 2014. Each 

participant will prepare and present a report, about 30 minutes in length, on a topic 

related to the material.  A list of suggested topics will be provided.  

Number of participants (including the moderator):  11-17 

Time:  Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 pm 

Place:  Amherst Woman’s Club,  35 Triangle Street ,  Amherst  

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

This seminar will explore three of Andrea Barrett’s short story and novella 

collections: Ship Fever  (1996), Servants of the Map  (2002), and Archangel  (2014).  

 

Andrea Barrett said, “Any kind of serious work is full of drama and passion, yearning and 

disappointment, complicated choices, sacrifices, moments of bliss—and science is serious, 

wonderful work.” 

 

We will read to explore: the borders between fiction and historical fact, the limitations of science 

and research one or two centuries ago, the character of famous men and the women who dared 

enter their fields, perceptions of nature and disease in the generations before ours. We will learn 

about the literary arts of the short story. We will bring our own personal insights, experience and 

discoveries to the discussion. Participants in this exciting seminar will not forget the stories 

Barrett tells. Andrea Barrett's book, Ship Fever, won the National Book Award. She teaches at 

Williams and lives near to us in North Adams, MA. 

 

Format:  Seminar discussion, and presentations, no Power Point 

 

Resources:  Three collections by Andrea Barrett, all published by W.W. Norton. 

 Ship Fever, 1996 

 Servants of the Map, 2002 

 Archangel, 2014 

 

The Moderator: David Neelon has been interested in Barrett's writing for many years, due to 

personal interests in history, science and technology, and the arts of storytelling.  He has led week-

long and day seminars on historical/biographical subjects, and has led long-running fiction 

writers' workshops.  
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READING TO EXPLORE THE VALLEY &  THE BERKSHIRES  
 

Moderators:  Wunderley Stauder and Ruth Kosiorek 

Role of participants:  Lead or co-lead a book discussion and present a brief report o n 

an historical or biographical subject . 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  14 

Time:  Mondays,  1:30-3:30 pm [Note: nHereo seminar October 19]  

Place:  Easthampton Lathrop, Mount Tom Room, 100 Bassett Brook Drive  

Parking:  Ample parking on site   

 

What do books set in the towns in which we live reveal about the atmosphere 

and history of our local communities?  

 

We will read 4 novels and 2 nonfiction books. As each book captures an historic period, topics for 

presentation can range from the Great Awakening, the silk industry, or be about a person from 

another time. We will also discuss how the authors write local history into compelling stories, 

even mysteries. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Resources:  

 The Red Garden by Alice Hoffman 

 Spider in the Tree by Susan Stinson 

 Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton 

 The Unredeemed Captive by John Demos 

 In the Shadow of the Dam by Elizabeth Sharpe 

 And one of the five mysteries set in Amherst and Northampton. 

 

The Moderators: Wunderley has led book discussions before. As a retired librarian, she knows 

books and how to share them. Her field was American History. Ruth is well known in LIR. 
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THE SILK ROADS,  THE WORLD’S FIRST GLOBALIZATION  
 

Moderator:  Marybeth Bridegam 

Role of participants:  Presentation and discussion. 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  17 

Time:  Tuesdays, 10:15 am–12:15 pm [Note: later time]  

Place:  Amherst Media, 246 College Street (Route 9, toward Belchertown), Amherst  

Parking:  Ample parking on site   

 

We will explore Silk Roads adventures and why this area o f the world had such a 

magnetic attraction for so many people, for over 2,000 years .  

 

Globalization is defined by Wikipedia as “…international integration arising from the interchange 

of world views, products, ideas and other aspects of culture”.  This is an excellent definition of the 

Silk Roads - beginning in China and culminating at the Mediterranean Sea, going through many 

Asian and Middle Eastern countries to connect East to West. 

 

For nearly 2,000 years, innumerable people braved the vast expanses of Central Asia, one of the 

most hostile environments on our planet. We will explore the surprising part that The Heavenly 

Horses played in the origin of The Silk Roads, and why silk was such an integral part of this global 

exchange.  We will discover the huge diversity of ideas and products that many consider Western, 

but which came to the West from the East. 

 

Members of the class may wish to investigate the Silk Road writings of Marco Polo, Herodotus, or 

others; or tell us about new ideas, discoveries or outstanding figures like Tamerlane or Genghis 

Khan, who came along the Silk Roads - in either direction.  Or they may choose to tell about Silk 

Road adventures during any of its 20 centuries in the past, or why it faded in the 15th century, but 

is being renewed in the 21st. 

 

Format:  Seminar - Flexible; Discuss your ideas for your presentation with the Moderator 

 

Resources:  The moderator will suggest resources to participants for each topic. 

 

The Moderator: Marybeth is an experienced moderator and has had a lifelong interest in The 

Silk Roads. She has traveled in China, Tibet, India, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgistan 

and Turkhmenistan.  



5CLIR – Summer & Fall 2015 

28 

THIEVES OF STATE : 

WHY CORRUPTION THREATENS GLOBAL SECURITY 
 
Moderator: Joan Wofford 

Role of participants:  Participants will be asked to read Sarah Chayes' Thieves of State, 

to research systemic corruption in a country of their choice, and to examine the 

warnings about corruption in medieval theories of Islamic and Western thinkers; some 

developed in Syria in the 12th century. (The Sea of Precious Virtues) . 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  15 

Time:  Thursdays,  9:30–11:30 am 

Place:  Lathrop Communities,  1 Shallowbrook Lane (off  Bridge Road), Northampton  

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

An exploration of the thesis advanced by Sarah Chayes that, unrecognized by 

Americans, systemic governmental corruption is a source of terrorism and 

simultaneously a source of extremist religious responses  designed to counter 

corruption. 

 

We will examine corruption in contemporary countries and in the theories of medieval scholars, 

attempting to understand why the former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff calls corruption an 

“insidious force that is causing the most dangerous challenges our world is facing”. Participants 

will be asked to read Thieves of State, to research systemic corruption in a country of their choice, 

and to examine the warnings about corruption in medieval theories of Islamic and Western 

thinkers--some developed in Syria in the 12th century. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Resources:  Sarah Chayes, Thieves of State: Why Corruption Threatens Global Security 

 

The Moderator: Joan Wofford has led at least a dozen LIR seminars, frequently addressing less 

well-known countries or phases of history.  



5CLIR – Summer & Fall 2015 

29 

WATERCOLOR CLASS 
 
Moderator:  Turi MacCombie 

Role of participants:  Participants should bring their own supplies, and a suggested list 

will be provided. It would be helpful if everyone had an idea of what subject matter they 

would like to work with. Photographs are fine, as are still li fe set-ups they can bring 

themselves. (Although be aware of the inhere nt difficulty of still lifes!)  I will bring my 

own extensive file of photos that I think would make good subject matter. Anything can 

be used, including tapping into one's imagination as  the inspiration for a painting.  

Number of participants (including the moderator):  10-12 [8 week seminar] 

Time:  Mondays, 1:00–3:00 pm [Note: earlier time; 8 week seminar – starts one week 

late and ends one week early; no seminar October 19] 

Place:  Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 525 South Pleasant Street,  Amhers t 

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

This will be a class on the techniques of watercolor. Participants will produce 

their own watercolors, guided by me, and hopefully inspired as well by others i n 

the class. I will do demonstrations from time to time to show different 

techniques. Participants will be encouraged to follow their own leads, and 

choose subject matter that excites them.  

 

This will be a class primarily on watercolor technique, and I will urge everyone to be bold, trust in 

the serendipitous, and keep it fun. A list of supplies will be provided, and everyone should be 

aware that the expense can be considerable. Although my own work is quite realistic, if your 

desire is to paint like John Marin, I will help guide you in that direction as well. Watercolor 

painting has an undeserved reputation of being unforgiving and difficult. It does have limitations, 

but overall, the medium is a joy to work in, very rewarding, and one can correct mistakes! 

 

Format:  Workshop. 

 

Resources:  N/A 

 

The Moderator:  I have been painting watercolors since I was a student in art school. For many 

years, while living in NYC, I did children's book illustration, but for the past 20 years have been 

painting exclusively for galleries. My work tends to be large-scale, and focuses mostly on animals 

and florals.  I am currently with Michelson Gallery in Northampton. Over the years I have taught 

watercolor workshops for the beginning and advanced student. 
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OSCAR WILDE:  TROUBLED GENIUS  
 
Moderator:  Michael Wolff  

Role of participants:  Read assignments. Present a topic (approx. 30 minutes) and lead 

discussion.  Participate actively in other discussions.  

Number of participants (including the moderator):  10-17 

Time:  Wednesdays, 10 am–noon 

Place:  Applewood,  1 s t  Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst  

Parking:  Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive, 

not in the parking lot!  

 

Oscar Wilde is fascinating both for his work and his life.  Best known as a 

playwright (The Importance of Being Ernest  among others), he tried many other 

genres.  His trial and conviction for homosexuality was a huge scandal at the 

time. 

 

Wilde (1854-1900) wrote many plays, a novel (The Picture of Dorian Gray), a prison poem (Ballad 

of Reading Gaol), a plea for understanding (De Profundis), children's stories (The Happy Prince) 

and more.  His Salomé became a Strauss opera.  His wit and "decadence" made him a public 

figure.  We will read what we have time for.  We will also examine his life, his relation to his wife, 

his lover Lord Alfred Douglas, the tragic last years of his life, and perhaps some of the effect of that 

life on current attitudes to homosexuality. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Resources:  To be decided later--probably Penguin Classics where available.  There are some 

good movies and taped theater performances. 

 

The Moderator:  Michael is a native Londoner and has studied Victorian Britain for 60 

years.  Previous seminars: George Eliot, Bernard Shaw, Noel Coward, and Rudyard Kipling. He met 

Lord Alfred Douglas in 1944. (Douglas's father was the 9th Marquess of Queensbury also known 

for naming the rules of modern boxing. 
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WRITING TO REMEMBER -  BLUE SECTION 
 
Moderators:  Henny Lewin & Steffi Schamess  

Role of participants:  To prepare and present two original pieces 

Number of participants (including the moderator s): 12 

Time:  Mondays, 1:30–3:30 pm 

Place: Lilly Library, 19 Meadow Street, Florence  

Parking:  Ample parking on site 

 

Writing Your Own Story 

 

“Whatever we call the form – autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history – writing 

about one's life is a powerful human need. Who doesn't want to leave behind some record of his or 

her accomplishments, thoughts and emotions? If it's a family history it will have the further value 

of telling your children and your grandchildren who they are and what heritage they came from.  

 

“Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One 

of the saddest sentences I know is, ‘I wish I had asked my mother about that’” (Writing about Your 

Life by William Zinsser). You'll enjoy writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other 

people's lives, when you join our seminar. 

 

Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts 

during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing 

more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help 

to make this a rewarding experience for everyone. 

 

The Moderators: Henny taught Hebrew and Yiddish and received a Covenant Award as an 

Outstanding Jewish Educator in North America. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working on her 

autobiography with the encouragement of this seminar’s participants. Steffi has been writing 

autobiographical material, fiction, and non-fiction essays since retiring from teaching at 

Hampshire College, and participated in the Writing to Remember seminar for several semesters. 
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WRITING TO REMEMBER -  RED SECTION  
 
Moderators:  Zina Tillona & Ellen Peck 

Role of participants:  Prepare and present two original pieces . 

Number of participants (including the moderator s): 12 

Time:  Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am 

Place: Grace Episcopal Church Connector, 14 Boltwood Avenue (by the Town Common), 

Amherst 

Parking:  On the Common; behind Town Hall; parking garage  

 

Autobiographical Writing 

 

Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called “Autobiographical Writing”), 

Writing to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each 

other a little better. It is a chance to share your life experiences with fellow LIR members and, at 

the same time, record them for yourselves and your family. 

 

Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their 

children and grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and 

all are welcome. The writer gets feedback and, if desired, the group will offer suggestions for 

revisions and/or possible additions, as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to 

write; it aims, rather, to stimulate and encourage you to continue writing your own story.  Your 

writing can center on the events of family life, career experiences, or anything else you would like 

to tell about yourself. 

 

Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts 

during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing 

more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help 

to make this a rewarding experience for everyone. 

 

The Moderators: Zina has been writing all of her life – papers, reports, memos, legal briefs, 

nasty letters, etc., etc. – as university professor of Italian, as university administrator and as a 

practicing lawyer; now she writes for fun about herself and her life journey. Ellen has been an 

English professor at Mount Holyoke but instead of doing academic analyses of others’ writing, she 

much prefers writing about her own family and personal experiences. 
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YOUR PAST AND PRESENT MEMORIES  
 
Moderator:  Patricia Tillona 

Role of participants:  Participants will give a presentation (30 -45 minutes), either 

written or verbally about themselves, family members, r elatives, and/or other 

connections that had an impact on their lives. In other words, this is more than just an 

autobiography. Include childhood memories and stories told  from one generation to 

another. 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  18 

Time:  Mondays,  10:00 am–noon 

Place:  Loomis Village, 3 r d  Floor Conference Room, 20 Bayon Drive (off Route 116), 

South Hadley  

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

In this seminar we will be discussing our lives, the roads taken or not taken and 

the people who have influenced our choices and had an impact on our lives.  

 

You may have a unique story to tell, (i.e. you might remember sitting around the kitchen table 

helping great Aunt Betty recreate some family recipes while she talks of the old country). Even if 

you don’t think the stories are unique, others may. We are relying on our memories.  But we can 

ask for stories from family members and old family friends. Maybe your grandmother kept a diary, 

an old letter or two.  Old photos help tell the story too. 

 

Format: Seminar 

 

Resources:  There is no required reading.  We will not be discussing a book. However, if you think 

you need a guideline to follow, think about how Alex Haley wrote Roots.  Simple stories handed 

down from generation to generation by family members. 

 

The Moderator:  I am a native New Yorker, I have a BA from U-mass and M.Ed. from Antioch 

New England.  I'm a retired early childhood teacher.   I have been in LIR and in the special 

program Finding Families for five years.  So you might say, I've been storing up memories. 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
Note: Read the monthly 5CLIR Reporter for specific dates, times and locations for the following 

Special Programs throughout the year. Contact the facilitators of individual Special Programs with 

questions regarding handicap accessibility, parking, guest attendance, etc. All locations noted are 

subject to change. 

 

New Special Program: 
 

 
Please see below for details. 

 

BOOK INTEREST GROUP 
Naomi Yanis,  Facilitator  

This group meets once each month from September through May, from 1:30 to 3:30, on various 

Friday afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep. Responsibility for leading the discussion of 

each book is rotated among the membership of the book group, with meetings held in members’ 

homes. We read a variety of contemporary fiction and non-fiction, as well as literary classics. The 

choices for the year are made early in the summer, so some of the reading can be done when more 

time for reading may be available. Contact Naomi if you are interested in participating. 
 

COLLAGE MAKING WORKSHOP 
Pelle Lowe,  facilitator   

This new collage art workshop will meet on the third Thursday of the month from 1:45 to 3:45 PM 

at Michaels’ community workroom in Hadley.  Dates for the autumn introductory sessions are 

September 17th (before seminars begin), October 15th , and November 19th.  All levels of skill are 

invited but participation is limited to eight; contact Pelle at for information about participating 

and having the necessary supplies. 
 

DINE AROUND 
Joice Gare,  coordinator  

Members enjoy a meal together in a local restaurant, usually a weekday evening, about once a 

month. Members are expected to take a turn making arrangements with the restaurant, setting a 

date, planning the menu and collecting payment ahead of time. Contact Joice at if you are 

interested in participating and are not already on the Dine Around mailing list. Each participant is 

welcome to bring one guest. 
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FRENCH CONVERSATION  
Judith Pool,  Facilitator  

This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French. They meet on Fridays 

from 1:30 to 3:30 PM. The meeting is held at Judith's home in Northampton.  Contact Judith to 

register your interest in this program. 
 

FRIDAY LECTURES &  ENCORE PRESENTATIONS 
Larry Ambs & Katy van Geel,  facilitators  

Enjoy our Friday programs reprising some outstanding seminar presentations which members 

believe would be of general interest. Occasionally we host outside speakers who discuss topics of 

interest to our membership. We meet at various locations in the area, frequently at Applewood at 

Amherst, and usually beginning at 11:00 AM.  Information about specific programs is listed in the 

monthly LIR Newsletter and the on-line calendar. Contact Larry or Katy for further details. 

 

OPERA PREPARATION  
Peg Bedell,  facilitator  

A series of HD video productions by the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the Hadley Cinemark 

Theater on Saturday afternoons.  Peg Bedell offers an introduction to each opera and the featured 

performers at the Meeting Room of the Northampton Lathrop Community House on the preceding 

Friday at 2:00 – 3:00 PM.  Anyone may attend any session and Lathrop residents are encouraged 

to attend.  The Friday Special Program dates for the 2015-16 season are 10/2, 10/16, 10/30, 

11/20, 1/15, and 1/29. The LIR monthly newsletter or a call to Peg at 585-8661, will provide 

further details.  Please car pool and park considerately on Shallowbrook Drive. 
 

SALON MUSIC 
Gerry Goldman & Carol Rundberg, Facilitators  

Enjoy the shared ambience of salon music making in which each musician, whatever their musical 

level, plays a selection for the group in a relaxed atmosphere. This is what LIR member music 

makers do once each month at the Northampton Community Music Center at 139 South St.  The 

group meets on the third Friday of each month at 10:30 AM.   Music makers are amateurs (lovers 

of music) who have in some cases returned to an instrument after a long hiatus, in other cases are 

beginning to learn an instrument. To discuss becoming a music maker or to be put on our e-mail 

list please contact either Jerry Goldman or Carol Rundberg. 

 

"Quien ama la musica, ama la vida" (Who loves music, loves life.) 
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE 
John Armstrong & Dottie Rosenthal,  Facilitators  

Science Roundtable is a discussion group for anyone interested in current issues in science. At 

each session we discuss one or two main topics presented by one of our members or a guest 

speaker. We reserve time at the end of each session for questions and informal discussion and we 

encourage members of the Science Roundtable to suggest topics for future sessions or to lead 

discussions themselves. 

 

We meet four times each semester on the third Thursdays of the month from 2 to 3:30 pm at the 

Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop, #1 Shallowbrook Drive off Bridge Road in Northampton.  A 

background in science is not needed to participate nor do you have to attend all sessions. If you 

are interested in participating and are not already on our mailing list, contact one of the 

facilitators so you will receive information about each upcoming session via email.  Please park 

considerately using the LIR parking map for Shallowbrook Drive.  Contact: Dorothy Rosenthal. 
 

TRAVEL INTEREST GROUP 
Joan Wofford, facilitator  

Travel Interest meets the fourth Thursday of each month, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the 

Community Room at the Lathrop Meeting House, #1 Shallowbrook Drive in Northampton.  Many 

LIR members are well traveled, and all of us know of places we would love to go but will never 

have the time (and/or money) necessary.  The Travel Interest Group provides an opportunity for 

travelers to share their knowledge, experience, and pleasure with other LIR members and Lathrop 

residents who would like to vicariously enjoy their visits. Joan will provide technical assistance, if 

necessary.  The atmosphere is informal, and there is no other obligation (unless you are one of the 

speakers!) than to come and enjoy the beautiful photos and interesting presentations.  Check the 

newsletter each month for descriptions of these programs. Contact Joan for further details. 

 

VIEWPOINTS  
Hy Edelstein, facilitator  

Viewpoints meets the first Thursday of each month, from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. in the small 

conference room at Highland Valley Elder Services in Florence. This is an open, informal, 

spontaneous discussion group, a fresh departure from the formal presentations and discussions in 

our seminars.  However, it does adhere to our peer-learning mission.  While preparation is not 

required, at each session several topics proposed by participants are discussed – topics which may 

be drawn from a whole spectrum of events and trends in society/culture, concerns over 

developments in public/private life, issues in the humanities/technologies. Discussions over such 

matters, drawing on the spontaneity, spirit, thoughtfulness, and good humor of its seasoned 

participants, are indeed enriching learning experiences. For more information, contact Hy. 
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A  NOTE FROM THE SPECIAL PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Special Programs would like to hear from a member with an idea they would like to propose and is 

interested in starting a new Special Program group. Some ideas looking for a facilitator: 

 Movie Group 

 Tea Tasting 

 Spiritual Reading and Meditation  

 

If you are interested in facilitating one of these or another Special Program, contact the Special 

Programs Chair, Ina Luadtke. 

 

ANOTHER APRIL AFTERNOON OF POETRY IN 2016  

WHO:  LIR Poetry Writers and Guests:  LIR members and others are invited to read their original 

poetry for the enjoyment of members and guests.   

 

WHAT:  Presenters will share their original poems; many will be doing their first public reading.  

This is not a “slam” or a competition. 

 

WHEN:  Friday, April 15, 2016 from 2 – 4 PM 

 

WHERE:  Location to be determined; watch for an announcement in the monthly LIR Newsletter. 

 

SIGN UP:  We want you to be a presenter!  Guest readers are also welcome.  Please register by 

calling or e-mailing Ina Luadtke.  We are also seeking program preparers, refreshment organizers, 

publicity managers and other program enhancers (music, flowers, etc.). 
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SUMMER PROGRAMS 
Registration deadline is May 18th for all events except May 1st for overnight trip*. To register 
for these programs, complete the registration form(s) with this catalog and submit with your non-
refundable payment. As a courtesy to those involved in planning and presenting these programs, 
we ask that you make sure that you will be able to attend an event before signing up for it. Please 
let the contact person know if you cannot attend. 
 
Please note that buses need to be confirmed and tickets bought weeks before these events.  That is 
why meeting the deadline is important and calling after the deadline to register will probably not 
get you a ticket to an event. Please call or e-mail the contact person on your program for 
information, not the LIR office. Thanks! 
 

 
 

SUMMER PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
 

Date Event Time Place 
Thur., Jun. 18 Harvard Art Museums & 

Longfellow’s Wayside Inn 
8:30 am Northampton, MA 

*Tue., Jun. 23 – 25 Newport, RI & Mystic Seaport Trip 8 am Northampton, MA 
Sun., Jul. 5 New Century Theater 2 pm Northampton, MA 
Wed., Jul. 15 Historic Fruitlands 9 am Northampton, MA 
Sat., Jul. 18 Summer Chamber Music 2 pm Cummington, MA 
Tue., Aug. 4 LIR Collectors’ Open House 9:30 am LIR Members’ Homes 
Thur., Aug. 6 Geology Field Trip 9:30 am TBD 
Sat., Aug. 8 Bus Trip to Tanglewood 7:45 am Northampton, MA 
Wed., Sep. 16 LIR Potluck Picnic Noon Gaustad Home 
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THE NEW HARVARD ART MUSEUMS & 

LONGFELLOW’S WAYSIDE INN 
See the new consolidation of the three art museums by noted architect Renzo Piano who has 

creatively brought the three buildings under one roof:  the A .M. Sackler, the Fogg, and the Busch-

Reisinger. 

Also on view will be the Harvard Mark Rothko murals restored with innovative, noninvasive 

digital projection as a conservation approach.  The technique employs a camera-projector system 

that includes custom-made software developed and applied by a team of art historians, 

conservators and scientists at the Harvard Museums and the MIT Media Lab. The digital projection 

technology restores the appearance of the murals’ original rich colors, which had faded while on 

display in the 1960’s and 70’s in a penthouse dining room of Harvard University’s Holyoke Center, 

the space for which they were commissioned.  Deemed unsuitable for public display the murals 

have been in storage since 1979 and since then have rarely been seen by the public. 

The Busch-Reisinger Museum, founded in 1903 is the only museum dedicated to art from German 

speaking countries from the late Medieval period to the Bauhaus, and continues its collection with 

artists such as Anselm Kiefer. Opened in 1985 the A.m. Sackler Museum holds important Asian 

arts including archaic jades, the widest collection outside of China as well as bronzes, Japanese 

works on paper.  The Ancient and Medieval collections house works from Greece, Rome, Egypt and 

the Middle East as well as from India. The oldest museum, the Fogg is renowned for Western art 

with works by Manet, Cezanne, Matisse and Van Gogh.  American nineteenth century artists 

include Homer and Sargent. Medieval art and Renaissance painters, such as Botticelli and Fra 

Angelico are to be found as well as contemporary works. 

After your visit, dine with your fellow art lovers at Longfellow’s Wayside Inn, the oldest operating 

inn in the country. Founded in 1776, the Inn is the inspiration for Longfellow’s Tales of a Wayside 

Inn and serves traditional New England fare in a picturesque atmosphere. Tour the many 

interesting exhibits on your own. 

Date: Thursday, June 18 

Time: Leave Sheldon Field, Northampton at 8:30 a.m. sharp. Return to Northampton at 4:30 p.m.  

Place: Harvard Art Museums and Longfellow’s Wayside Inn   

Cost: $82 includes admission to museums, lunch (tax and gratuity at the Wayside Inn), and 

driver’s tip 

Contact: Honoré David  

Menu choice of entrée:  New England pot roast, seasonal vegetarian pasta, Boston scrod with 

lemon butter. Lunch includes a tossed green salad, entrée of your choice, Gristmill bakery basket, 

warm apple pie with fresh whipped cream, and coffee, tea, or milk. 

Make your choice of entrée on your registration form. 

 

Each LIR member may bring one non-member as a guest. 
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NEWPORT,  RI AND MYSTIC SEAPORT,  CT: 

LIR  TRIP JUNE 23  –  25,  2015 
Explore the many architectural and historic attractions in Newport, Rhode Island, visit the 

“cottages” of the wealthy and dine on lobster before going on to the museum village of Mystic 

Connecticut, where you can learn about America’s maritime past. 

Deadline to register is May 1, 2015. Please see the special registration form for this trip on 

the back cover of this catalog. 

For a copy of the complete daily itinerary, contact either Liz Tiley in the LIR office or Marybeth 

Bridegam.  For questions, contact Marybeth at her email address or call her. 

 

NEW CENTURY THEATER MATINEE  
On Sunday July 5 at 2:00 LIR will sponsor a theater outing to the New Century Theater on the 

Smith Campus in Northampton.   The play will be a revival of the 1939 production of The Little 

Foxes by Lillian Hellman.  Originally Tallulah Bankhead starred as Regina Hubbard—the scheming 

heroine of a feuding business family in small town Alabama in 1900.  The title derives from a 

passage in The Song of Songs: “Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines, for our vines 

have tender grapes.”  Over the years, this play has won praise for its sharp dialogue and 

unexpected plot twists.  New Century will give us an update of this perennial family drama. 

Date: Sunday, July 5 

Time: 2 pm matinee 

Place: New Century Theater, Mendenhall Center, Smith College Campus, Northampton 

Cost: Discounted ticket at $23 

Contact: Ellen Peck. Tickets will be distributed at 1:30 at the theater door. 

 

VISIT HISTORIC FRUITLANDS  

Fruitlands Museum, founded in 1914 by Clara Endicott Sears, takes its name from an experimental 

Utopian Community led by Bronson Alcott and Charles Lane which took place on this site in 1843.  

Included on the site are: 

 The Fruitlands Farmhouse, the site of an experiment in communal living led by Alcott and 

Lane in 1843 

 The Shaker Museum, home to the largest archive of Harvard Shaker documents in the 

world 

 The Native American Gallery, which houses a significant collection of artifacts that honor 

the spiritual presence and cultural history of the first Americans  

 The Art Gallery, containing 100 Hudson River School landscape paintings, and significantly, 

over 230 nineteenth century vernacular portraits, the second largest collection in the 

country. The Art Gallery also hosts a variety of rotating exhibits throughout the year. 

 

http://www.fruitlands.org/clara_endicott_sears
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Sears maintained a summer estate and “gentleman’s farm” here along with the museum complex 

from 1914 until her death in 1960. During her lifetime, Miss Sears published several books, wrote 

popular songs for WW1, and ran a cannery and food drying charity which sent 2 tons of food to 

the troops in the trenches of France. In 1930, Fruitlands Museum, which continues her work in 

historic preservation, was incorporated. 

Fruitlands has a rich history and has been host to some of the most famous people in America. 

Thoreau walked Prospect Hill and admired its view. Emerson visited Alcott here, and Louisa May 

(then 10), would relate her experiences at Fruitlands in Little Women.   

Transportation up the hill is available to those who need help. 

Date: Wednesday, July 15 

Time: 9:00 a.m. depart Sheldon Field, Northampton. Return c. 4:30 p.m. 

Place: Fruitlands, Harvard, MA 

Cost: $50 per person - includes bus, senior admission, and driver’s tip. You may bring a lunch or 

visit the café on your own between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

Contact: Honoré David 

Each LIR member may bring one non-member as a guest. 

 

SUMMER CHAMBER MUSIC  

Come with us to visit the Camp Greenwood Chamber Music Camp located in the beautiful hills of 

Cummington. This is an opportunity to hear wonderful music played by greatly gifted young 

people between the ages of 13 and 18. Deborah Sherr, the director of the Camp, is the daughter of 

LIR’s Claire Sherr, and she guarantees our pure enjoyment as these talented musicians present 

their music for us. 

We will meet at the Brewmaster’s Tavern in the center of Williamsburg at 11:30 AM for lunch. 

Some of you may remember it as the old Williamsburg Inn. At 1:00 PM we will continue on to 

Cummington for the concert. Directions from Williamsburg to the Camp will be provided for those 

who register for this program. Those who do not choose to have lunch with the group may meet us 

at the Camp. 

Date: Saturday, July 18 

Time: 11:30 am for lunch in Williamsburg; 2 – 5 pm chamber music concert in Cummington 

Place: Brewmaster’s Tavern for luncheon; Camp Greenwood Music Camp for concert 

Cost: $2 

Contacts: Claire Sherr and Ruthie Kosiorek 
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LIR  COLLECTORS’  OPEN HOUSE 
Six LIR members look forward to showing you their special collections, featuring art and antiques, 

as well as Asian puppets, balancing toys, pop-up books and masks. The open house format will 

allow participants to tailor their own tour with a listing of names, addresses, directions and 

special features to guide them. Collections are located in either Amherst or Northampton to limit 

travel time. Participants are encouraged to carpool to maximize enjoyment and limit parking 

needs. 

Date: Tuesday, August 4 

Time: 9:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Place: LIR members’ homes in Amherst and Northampton 

Cost: $2 per person 

Contact: Nancy Denig  

GEOLOGY FIELD TRIP 
John Brady, Professor of Geology at Smith College, will lead participants to selected locations, 

where he will enlarge our big picture understanding of the Pioneer Valley. Join a carpool to join in. 

Bring a picnic lunch if you like, as well, for al fresco dining at a special place. 

Date: Thursday, August 6 

Time: 9:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Place: To be determined 

Cost: $2 per person 

Contact:  Nancy Denig  

 

BUS TRIP TO TANGLEWOOD  
5CLIR will again offer its traditionally popular outing to a Tanglewood Saturday rehearsal of the 

Sunday program.  This year on August 8 the program will be the dramatic Night on Bald Mountain 

by Mussorgsky, Violin Concerto No. 2 by Wieniawski with the amazing violinist Joshua Bell, and 

Symphonie Fantastique by Berlioz. 

You may bring a brown bag lunch or purchase lunch at the outdoor café.  There are picnic tables 

outside and in the cafeteria in case of rain.  Water will be provided on the bus. 

Date: Saturday, August 8 

Time: The bus will depart from the commuter lot at Sheldon Field at 7:45 am SHARP.  The lot is 

on Bridge Street (Route 9) near the Three-County Fairgrounds.  We expect to return to the lot 

about 4:00 pm. 

Cost: $60 per person 

Contact:  Ellen Peck  
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5CLIR MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Name _____________________________________ Address _______________________________________________________ 
 

City, State & Zip _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email __________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________ 
 

In case of emergency or illness, I would like you to notify: 
 

Name __________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________               
 

I would like to become a 5CLIR member. 
 

☐ $250 Full Year: July 1st – June 30th (All programs and privileges) 

☐ $125 Half Year for New Members (fall or spring term; all programs and privileges) 

☐ $125 Associate for Former Full Members (No seminars or voting right) 
 

☐ $125 Discounted Full Year: July 1st – June 30th (For individual living alone with adjusted gross 

income of $24,000 or less or one of a couple with joint adjusted gross income of $32,000 or less 

per year; all benefits and rights) 
 

☐ My circumstances create a need greater than above. I will contact the 5CLIR Treasurer through 

the Office Manager (Liz Tiley, 585-3756) to discuss additional dues reduction. 
 

☐ Tax Deductible Contribution - The 5CLIR Membership Assistance Fund offers financial 

assistance to applicants who qualify. To help support such aid to fellow members, I enclose a gift 

to the Membership Assistance Fund in the amount of __________. 
 

Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.” 

Mail to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063 

 

Members may:  participate in fall and spring seminars, winter and summer programs, and special 

year-round programs; receive all publications; join a committee; vote in annual elections; and 

receive a membership card providing borrowing privileges at the libraries of the five colleges and 

free transportation on the PVTA buses. 
 

If a fully paid member is unable to register for a fall or spring seminar, a refund of $50 can be applied 

for in writing. The request must be received by March 15 of the current membership year. 
 

As a member of Five College Learning in Retirement, I recognize that my address, email address 

and telephone number will appear in the 5CLIR membership directory and my photograph may 

appear in the Newsletter or on the website unless I request an exemption in writing. 

 

Signature: _________________________________________________ Date __________________  
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SEMINAR REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 
Important Information about Seminars  

 

Registration  

Although you may register for seminars right up to the start of the semester, if you wish to ensure 

a place, or to be included in a possible lottery, you need to register early! (See below.)  
 

For Lotteried Seminars Only:  

To be included in a lottery (if one is needed for your first-choice seminar): your registration must 

be received in the office by 1:00 pm on Monday, May 18th. 

 The Lottery is held in late May.………… NO phone registrations will be taken! 

 Only your first choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices 

will also be lotteried, sequentially. 

 When a seminar is oversubscribed, a lottery determines who will be admitted. 

 Seminar confirmations will be mailed out during the weeks following the lottery; 

confirmations for registrations received after the lottery will be mailed as they are received. 

 No prerequisites for any seminar. Enrollment is on a space-available basis. 

 Any change in registration must be reported to the office promptly…please! 

 
If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar, please do not sign up for it. 

 
Scheduling and Location  

 Seminars begin during the week of September 28th and run weekly for 10 sessions, unless 

specified otherwise. An extra week has been scheduled at the end to make up for a snow day. 

 Unless specified otherwise, morning seminars meet from 10:00 am– noon, afternoon 

seminars from 1:30–3:30 pm, on Monday and Wednesday; Tuesday seminars meet 9:30–11:30 

am and 2:00–4:00 pm; Thursday seminars meet 9:30–11:30 am. No afternoon sessions on 

Thursdays; no seminars on Fridays. Please check the catalog, since some seminars have 

earlier or slightly later start times. 
 

Withdrawals and Absences  

 People who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the office of an 

emergency will be dropped from the seminar and replaced with people on the waiting list. 

 If you must withdraw from a seminar for health or other pressing personal reasons, please 

report this to the office immediately, (413) 585-3756. Someone else may use your place. 

 

Because a large number of withdrawals cause inconvenience to moderators and participants, 

please select seminars carefully so as to minimize withdrawals. If you are going to miss a 

session, please notify the moderator as early as you can.  
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SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM 
Registration deadline is May 18 t h  to be eligible for the lottery  
 

Name _____________________________________________________________ New Member ______ Moderator ______ 

E-mail (please print clearly) __________________________________________________________ 

Telephone _______________________________________________________________________ 

No phone registrations, please. Confirmation of your seminars will be sent/emailed to you. 

Admission to an oversubscribed seminar will be determined by a lottery, with those who have 

listed that seminar as their first choice on the registration form receiving priority. Only those 

registrations received in the office by 1:00 pm on Monday, May 18th are eligible for the lottery. 

Registrations that are received after this date will be added to the waiting list behind those who 

were in the lottery. 
     

DIRECTIONS ~ PLEASE READ CAREFULLY! 

                      

 Please list your seminar choices in order of preference. Do not list Special Programs! 

 Only your 1st choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices 

will also be lotteried, sequentially. 

 If a seminar is full, your next choice will be used. Please list more seminars than you intend to 

take, in a preferred order, so we may fill in secondary choices if your initial seminar choices 

are oversubscribed. List your choices below in order of preference. 

 Please state (in the box to right) how many seminars you wish to take IN TOTAL.  

 Name of seminar, Day/am or pm  
 

1. ________________________________________________________________________________   

2. ________________________________________________________________________________              

3. ________________________________________________________________________________   

4. ________________________________________________________________________________   

5. ________________________________________________________________________________    

6. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MODERATORS should include their seminar at the end of the above list AND in the total. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A fundamental concept of the 5CLIR program is that all seminar members will attend regularly and 

participate actively in discussion and in presentation of their reading, research, creative writing, or 

other original work. 
 

Return to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063 

TOTAL 
NUMBER of 

seminars I 
wish to take: 

 
_________ 
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SUMMER PROGRAMS REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Registration deadline is May 18th for all events except for Newport-Mystic trip. 

Tickets are purchased in advance so there are no refunds.  

 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Email _________________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________ 
 

Harvard Art Museums and Wayside Inn (Thu, Jun 18 at 8:30 am) 

  @ $82 per person $ ________ 

Entrée Choice: 

 ___  Pot Roast 

 ___  Boston Scrod 

 ___  Vegetarian Pasta 
 

Newport, RI and Mystic Seaport Trip (Tue, Jun 23 – Thu, Jun 25) 

Registration deadline is May 1 st - See separate registration form 
 

New Century Theater (Sun, Jul 5 at 2 pm) 

  @ $23 per person $ ________ 

 

Historic Fruitlands (Wed, Jul 15 at 9 am) 

  @ $50 per person $ ________ 

 

Summer Chamber Music (Sat, Jul 18 at 2 pm)  

 @ $2 per person $ ________ 

 

LIR Collectors’ Open House (Tue , Aug 4 at 9:30 am) 

  @ $2 per person $ ________ 

 

Geology Field Trip (Thu, Aug 6 at 9:30 am) 

  @ $2 per person $ ________ 

 

Bus Trip to Tanglewood (Sat, Aug 8 at 7:45 am) 

  @ $60 per person $ ________ 
 

 Total Enclosed $ ________ 

 

 

Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.” 

Mail to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063 
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NEWPORT,  RI AND MYSTIC SEAPORT,  CT: 

LIR  TRIP JUNE 23  –  25,  2015  REGISTRATION FORM 

1. Complete this Registration Form and mail it, along with your $300 check, per person, (made 

payable to Five Colleges, Inc.), to Liz Tiley, Five College Learning in Retirement, Neilson 

Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA  01063. 

2. Call the Homewood Suites Hotel at 401-848-2700 and identify yourself with the assigned 

group code of LIR, in order to get the group discount and to be included in the group meal 

arrangements. 

3. Reserve a suite/room, in your name(s) and pay for it with your credit card.  Your card should 

be charged $327.70, which will include full payment for your two nights' accommodations on 

June 23 & 24, your cooked breakfasts on the following two mornings, and your dinner on 

Wednesday evening, June 24. NOTE: The price of the room remains the same, no matter how 

many people are sharing the room. 

4. Get a confirmation number from the hotel clerk, write it down here, and take it with you on the 

trip. Confirmation No. _______________________ 

5. Make and keep a copy of this Registration Form, and take it with you on the trip. 

 
 

 

Please reserve ______ places @ $300 per person, in the LIR trip to Newport, RI & Mystic Seaport, CT 

on June 23-25, 2015 (Check Enclosed). 
 

[ ] I am a single, and would like to share a room. 
 

Name(s) of all persons sharing room/suite _______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address(es) __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Email(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5CLIR Trip to Vermont – Photo Taken by Donald David 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Five College Learning in Retirement 
Neilson Library, Smith College 

Northampton, MA 01063 

 

Phone: (413) 585-3756 
Email: 5clir@smith.edu 
Website: www.5clir.org 

http://www.5clir.org/

