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CALENDAR 

JUNE 

 Thu 4 – Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein. No need to register! 

 Thu 4 – Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:00 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Thu 4 – Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 5, 12, 19 and 26 – Special Program: French conversation, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Contact: Judith 

Pool. 

 Thu 11 - Council meeting, 2:15-4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Thu 18 – Summer Program: Harvard Art Museums and Wayside Inn, Contact: Honoré David. 

 Thu 18 – Summer Program: Newport, RI and Mystic Seaport Trip, Contact: Marybeth Bridegam. 

JULY 

 Thu 2 – Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein. No need to register! 

 Fri 10, 17, 24 and 31 – Special Program: French conversation, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Contact: Judith 

Pool. 

 Sun 5 – Summer Program: New Century Theater, Contact: Ellen Peck. 

 Wed 15 – Summer Program: Historic Fruitlands, Contact: Honoré David. 

 Sat 18 – Summer Program: Summer Chamber Music, Contacts: Claire Sherr or Ruthie Kosiorek. 
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AUGUST 

 Tue 4 – Summer Program: LIR Collectors’ Open House, Contact: Nancy Denig. 

 Thu 6 – Summer Program: Geology Field Trip, Contact: Nancy Denig. 

 Thu 6 – Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein. No need to register! 

 Thu 6 – Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:00 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 7, 14, 21 and 28 – Special Program: French conversation, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Contact: Judith 

Pool. 

 Sat 8 – Summer Program: Bus Trip to Tanglewood, Contact: Ellen Peck. 

 Thu 13 - Council meeting, 2:15-4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, MICHAEL GREENEBAUM 

Last month I presented the first half of my Annual Report, focussing on some 
of the notable accomplishments of the past year.  This month, in my final 
President’s Letter I wish to reflect on the second half of my charge: the 
concerns I have about 5CLIR and its future.  Perhaps I should make it a very 
brief letter since 5CLIR is thriving.  Its membership is high, its programs are 
fascinating and diverse, and the seminar program — its centerpiece — goes 
from strength to strength, with a number of newer members leading 
intriguing topics. 

Still, I think there are several flashing yellow lights that we should not ignore.  
The first is familiar to you all, since many officers and chairs over the years 
have become scolds about it.  I refer, of course, to the replenishment of committee memberships.  
Some committees have successfully recruited new members and said farewell to old ones, while 
other committees seem to have trouble with getting new members and continue to rely on 
dedicated and knowledgable chairs who must serve beyond their normal terms in order to present 
the programs and services so essential and enjoyable to many.  Perhaps it is time to stop scolding 
and re-examine our committee structures and processes afresh.  We must recognize that a great 
many, perhaps a large majority, of our members have already served on committees or as officers.  
Perhaps our commitment to volunteerism or at least the way we go about it needs a new look.  Do 
we have too many committees?  Do we need more? 

The second yellow light is the cultural environment in which 5CLIR exists.  We are not alone in the 
Valley in providing rich educational and social opportunities for retirees.  Retirement communities, 
senior centers and churches all encourage teaching and learning opportunities.  Our cultural 
environment, if not exactly competitive, gives Valley seniors many choices.  What is unique about 
5CLIR?  What makes it worth the inconveniences of parking and walking that some venues require? 
What makes it worth the substantial dues it needs to operate?  There are good and vigorous answers 
to these questions, but we mustn’t become smug.  We know that retirement communities use us as 
an attractive selling point to prospective residents, but we also know that they offer intellectual and 
cultural programs of their own.  We like to think that the commitment to active learning commits 
5CLIR to high and perhaps unique standards. How do we assure that high standards do not become 
hurdles?  How do we continue to attract active and diverse members to 5CLIR in this rich 
environment? 

Which leads to the third yellow light.  Over the nine years I have been a member there have been 
several occasions on which 5CLIR has looked in the mirror and not been entirely happy with what 
it saw: a mostly white face staring back.  This is, of course, true of many organizations in the Valley 
which often regret it but can’t seem to do much about it. Race relations are just as complex here as 
anywhere else.  But it seems to me that an organization with “Five College” in its name has a special 
obligation and a special opportunity to address this issue.  Throughout our community there are a 
great many distinguished African-American, Latino, and Asian-American scholars, teachers and 
professionals.   Why are they not our colleagues and co-members in 5CLIR?  Have we ever asked 
them?  Have we ever invited them?  I have told the story several times about my graduate student 
at UMass who said that he felt black in Amherst twenty-four hours a day.  Would that statement 
hold true today in our communities?  in 5CLIR? 

It would be strange if there weren’t any flashing yellow lights in these volatile times.  The challenge 
for 5CLIR is to resist saying “this is how we do things,” and instead ask “how should we be doing 
things?”   
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I would be remiss if I did not end this Annual Report by thanking all members of 5CLIR who have 
made this a memorable year, and especially those members who are completing their leadership 
terms: among them officers, Council members, and committee chairs and members.   Thanking them 
should never become perfunctory; governing this organization is no easy task.  However, their 
dedication and skill has often made it look easy and I know I speak for the membership in saying 
“Hip, Hip Hooray” and “Thank you.” 

Michael 

NEWS FROM COUNCIL 
At its May meeting, Council received and considered the revisions to the Operations Manual 

proposed by the Ad Hoc Committee. Several alternatives to these proposals were also put on the 

table. The final discussion and vote on the revisions will take place at the June meeting. 

2015-2016 OFFICERS AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the election of 5CLIR Officers and Council Members for 

the July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016 year. You can find the new Officers, Council Members and 

Committee Chairs as well as the calendar for the upcoming year on the last pages of this newsletter. 

REFLECTIONS FROM SEMINARS PAST BY JIM SCOTT 

As I do most of the time at the end of the semester of taking 5CLIR seminars, I clean out my notebook 

of the papers I have collected during the semester of the courses I have taken.  This semester was a 

rich and varied semester.  

Biogeography: Co-Moderated with Dottie Rosenthal. This is one of the hottest topics in biology in 

general as a field, and this seminar touched on many of the current issues. Why and how do plants 

and animals live in the environments they do at the present and past times. 

Russia: The Last 100 Years: Led by Gordon Wyse, this seminar explored the tragic history of this 

country through decades of revolution, civil war, chaos, consolidated dictatorship, persecution, 

gulag imprisonment, suppression, and general gloom and doom through the Stalin years and 

continuing all the way to the present with Putin. There was little joy in “Rus”-ville.  But it was a great 

seminar, in that all learned a lot about a subject that was embarrassingly unknown to them. 

Rudyard Kipling: Led by Michael Wolff, English Department UMass specialist in 19th Century 

English Literature, with the assistance of Penny Johnson, this was an “out of body experience” for a 

science-based person like myself. What fun to read such literary “chestnuts” as the Just So Stories, 

The Jungle Books and Kim together with my contemporaries who also had collective experiences of 

being read parts of these books during our various childhoods. This seminar gave me the 

opportunity to explore an area completely foreign to me:  the poetry of Kipling.  As the 1907 

recipient of the Nobel Prize in Literature, he was recognized for his prose as well as for his poetry. 

He was a master of verse forms.  This seminar represented for me the essence of 5CLIR:  

LEARNING!!! 
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From my desk I then turned to my nearby book case where I found three dog-eared folders labelled 

“5CLIR Seminars 2000”.  What treasures!!!  These contained notes from seminars that resided 

quietly and deeply in the recesses of my memory.  There were notes in scribbled handwriting and 

handouts on topics hardly remembered.  There were names of participants still active in 5CLIR and 

those who are no longer with us. 

The Tangled Web:  Untangling Environmental Issues:  Fall 2000: by Dottie Rosenthal.  I delivered 

a presentation centered around the controversial issue of the MDC (Metropolitan District 

Commission) annual Deer Hunt to reduce the deer herd in the Quabbin Reservation.  A classic case 

of values conflicts in the local environment:  “Balance of Nature and Forever Wild” versus “Wildlife 

Management for Specific Goals”; or to put it another way:  Bambi vs. deer ticks. 

Our Distant Neighbor: Mexico:  Fall 2000:  by Ted Belsky and Jono Hanke.  This focused on the 

relationships between Mexico and the US, especially as it was a time of a major shift in the political 

landscape within Mexico with the election of the first President from a non-ruling party and the time 

of the “Zapatista” movement.  I explored the issue of Food, as a shared culture between the two 

nations. 

Super Strings:  The Single Theory to Explain Everything about Matter and Energy:  Spring 

2000.     An extremely esoteric, way-out topic, that no one knew anything about, but we were willing 

to learn what we could, if possible.  Led by John Armstrong and David Navon, all of us stumbled 

forward into the unknown of Super String Theory and its related fields.  What fun!! 

European Southern Voyages of Discovery:  1492 – 1616:  Fall 2000.  This was one of the first 

seminars that I moderated.  Being a sailor myself, this was an area that interested me greatly.  It 

covered the voyages of Columbus, Magellan, Cabot, Drake, Cavendish and Schouten (a Dutchman 

who discovered Cape Horne in 1616), among others. 

I share these reflections with all of 5CLIR as an experience of what each of us does at the end of a 

semester of participating in the 5CLIR offerings, but more expansively, to look back upon some of 

the extraordinary opportunities to take seminars on very challenging topics. 

With sincere thanks to those who have gone before to offer such amazing opportunities to learn, 

and to those who continue to provide such opportunities for those of us today, especially the likes 

of Dottie Rosenthal and John Armstrong. 

Thank you, 

Jim Scott 
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UNEXPECTED QUESTIONS AT THE PREVIEW BY NINA SCOTT 

Katy van Geel and I went armed with something to eat for the Preview, as we are heading up the 

workshop on 1,000 Foods to Eat before You Die, and figured this would be a good way to attract 

potential participants.  We decided to bring a delicious warm taco dip and provide sturdy corn chips 

with which to eat it.  We were not prepared for the comments this elicited. 

John and Lise Armstrong, who had the table next to ours, put up a loud howl when we lifted the lid 

of the dip container and the aroma wafted out into the room. “NOT FAIR!” John cried, and asked, 

“Are you trying to seduce people with food?” Katy and I owned that that was exactly our strategy.  

Since the Armstrongs’ seminar focused on epidemics, plagues and public health, we could 

understand their concern. 

We got some absolutely hilarious questions from interested parties.  Here are some of the best: 

1. Why only 1,000 foods? 

2. Do we have to eat all of them? 

3. Where are the 500 wines to go with them? 

4. Why only 500 wines? 

5. Are we going to die after we eat them? 

And this killer question: 

6. If you could choose your last meal, what would it be? 

That one I found very hard to answer, but finally said, “I guess it would depend on the time of day, 

and if I could choose that time, it would be the cocktail hour.”  Might as well go out happy. 

APRIL PREVIEW PHOTOS BY KATY VAN GEEL 
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GREAT DECISIONS REPORT AND PHOTOS BY JOAN CENEDELLA 

The second and third sessions in the Great Decisions series were huge successes, with attendance 

hovering between 80 and 90. Both Q and A sessions were lively and provocative and raised serious 

questions to ponder.  

Some visual highlights from both sessions: 

April 20: Constantine Pleshakov, Five College Visiting Professor at Mt. Holyoke College spoke on 

Russia and the Near Abroad. Introduced by Joel Halpern. 
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April 27: Martha Umphrey, Professor of Law at Amherst College spoke on Privacy in the Digital Age. 

Program opened by Christopher Hurn. 
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5CLIR 2015–2016  

OFFICERS, COUNCIL MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 

President: Sheila Klem (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Vice President/President Elect: Gordon Wyse (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Secretary:  Rich Szlosek (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Treasurer:  Betsy Loughran (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Assistant Treasurer: Kathy Campbell (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

Dean Poli (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Fran Volkmann (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Zina Tillona (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Jim Averill (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Marybeth Bridegam (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Tyll van Geel (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Jacob Greenburg (3 year term ends 6/30/18) 

Ann Hartman (3 year term ends 6/30/18) 

Bobbie Reitt (3 year term ends 6/30/18) 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
                   
Curriculum Committee: Michael Brooks & Tyll van Geel (3 year terms end 6/30/18) 

Development Committee: Chuck Gillies (3 year term ends 6/30/18) 

Finance Committee: Betsy Loughran (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Great Decisions Committee: Jacob Greenburg (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Member Services Committee: Nancy Clune & Gail Gaustad (3 year terms end 6/30/18) 

Public Relations Committee (Publicity): Pending 

Special Programs Committee: Ina Luadtke (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Tech Committee: Jim Perot pro tem (3 year term ended 6/30/15) 

Winter/Summer Programs Committee: Nancy Denig (3 year term ends 6/30/18)   

 
Historian: Sara Wright (3 year term extended to 6/30/16) 

Ombudsman: Anne Lombard (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Five Colleges, Inc., Liaison: Larry Ambs (3 year term extended to 6/30/16) 
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5CLIR CALENDAR 2015-2016 

 

2015 
 

July   No Executive Committee meeting 

   No Curriculum Committee meeting 

   No Council meeting 

 

August  No Curriculum Committee meeting 

  6 Executive Committee meeting 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  13 Council meeting, 2:15 - 4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

 

September 3  Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  3 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  10 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  16 5CLIR Potluck Lunch Picnic @ Gaustad home, 12-2 

  17 Rain date for Potluck 

  28 First day of fall seminars  

 

October  1 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  8 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  16 Deadline for spring 2016 seminar proposals 

 

November 5 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  5 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  12 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  22 (Sunday) Spring Preview, 2:00 - 3:45, TBA 

 

December 3 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  3 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  10 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  11 Close of registration for inclusion in lottery for spring seminars 

  17  Last (snow) day of fall seminars 

  18  Lottery for oversubscribed spring seminars 
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2016 
 
January 7 Memorial Program, 10-12, Amherst College, Alumni House   

  8 Snow Date for Memorial Program, same time and place 

   No Executive Committee meeting 

   No Curriculum Committee meeting 

   No Council meeting 

 

February 4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  4 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  11 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  19 (Friday) New Members Coffee, 10-12, TBA 

  22 First day of spring seminars 

 

March  3 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  3 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  4 Meeting for Potential Moderators, 10-12, TBA 

  10 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  18 Deadline for seminar proposals for fall semester 2016 

 

April  7 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  7 Curriculum Committee, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  14  Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  TBA  Spring social event, TBA 

   

May  1 Annual Meeting, 1:30-2:00/Fall Preview 2:00-3:45, TBA 

  5 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  5 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  5 Last (snow) day of spring semester seminars 

  12 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  20 Close of registration for inclusion in the lottery for fall 2016 seminars 

  27 Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars 

 

June  2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  2 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  9 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc.  
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