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CALENDAR...

February 2008

Thursday, February 7, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Viewpoints Discussion Group

Large  conference room,
Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060)

Thursdays, Feb 7, 14, 21, 28 1:30–2:30 p.m.
Spanish conversation with Marianne Jakus

2nd floor (Amherst Room), Jones Library, Amherst
Informal sessions: just drop in (see p. 3)!

Thursday, February 7, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Curriculum Committee meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Fridays, Feb 8, 15, 22, 29, 1:30–3:30 
French conversation with Judith Pool
Greenleaves Community Room, Hadley

(contact: Judith @ 586-2190)

Fridays, Feb 8, 15, 22, 29, 10:00–12 noon
Lecture series with Leo Sartori:

Understanding Einstein’s Relativity
(for the layman...)

Northampton Senior Center
Conz Street, Northampton

(see your green Special Programs booklet)

Thursday, February 14, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Council meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

...save the dates...
Thursday, February 21, 2:00–4:00 p.m.

Travel Interest Group
Bolivia with Ruth Hooke

Prague with Gordon Noseworthy et al
Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact: Philippe or Syma Meyer: 549-6507)

Thursday, February 28, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Arts Interest Group with Nancy Moore Bess

on the roles of bamboo in Asia
UMass  Continuing Education building

Venture Way, Hadley
(contact Honoré David: 253-5896)

Friday, February 29, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Book Interest Group

**for those currently signed up**
(contact Sheila Klem on 548-7945 

for details of venue)

March 2008

Thursday, March 6, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Viewpoints Discussion Group

Large Conference Room, 
Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060)

Thursdays, March 6,13,20,27, 1:30–2:30 
Spanish conversation drop in, Jones Library

Friday, March 7, 10:00–12:00 noon
Lecture series with Jim Harvey:

Pakistan: Its History & Our Involvement
Northampton Senior Center
Conz Street, Northampton



I
have just returned from the Memorial Program. Five LIR members

– Madge Ertel, Catherine Pitoniak, Isabel Holden and Jim

McReynolds – have died during 2007. Audience members shared

memories of each and even though I did not know all of these people,

I feel richer for having learned about these wonderful people who

have been a part of LIR’s history.  

January started off with a festive holiday luncheon at Willits-Hallowell

Center, Mount Holyoke College. Members enjoyed socializing before lunch with Roger Coulombe’s

piano in the background. A program followed a delicious buffet luncheon. Sheila Klem,

Meetings/Membership co-chair, welcomed and introduced new LIR members. Sylvia Favoloro, who

moderated the Wisdom Shuttle fall seminar, displayed and explained the weaving which seminar

participants had constructed. The weaving represents the eight stages of the life cycle. Sara Wright,

Curriculum co-chair, asked for favorite past seminars and suggestions for “dream” seminars and

wouldn’t let diners leave without turning in their recommendations. Ruth Hooke led us in a sing-along

which included Auld Lang Syne and other favorites. The  program ended with a presentation of Janet

and Johann Brongers’ pictures of Afghanistan. The Brongers are in Kabul, where Johann is launch-

ing a university and Janet teaches English. Marybeth Bidegam provided the comments. The event

was enjoyed by all. Many lingered afterward, not wanting to leave Roger’s  piano. Thank you to

Kathy Hazen, Meetings/Membership co-chair, for finding this beautiful place and handling all the

arrangements.

Many of you have been enjoying the Winter programs Gail Gaustad and her committee have

arranged, and so many of you signed up for the Using the Internet to Help Prepare Seminars  work-

shop that the Tech Committee generously offered a second session. Jim Harvey, with the assistance

of the entire Tech Committee, is dedicated to enhancing our computer skills at these workshops. 

Callie took a much needed vacation for three weeks in late December/January.  Laura Cranshaw

and Sara Wright  managed  the office during her absence and they were busy. Thanks to both of you

and welcome back Callie. We’re all happy you’re back.

We’ve been so occupied with January programs that all of a sudden winter break is over and in a

short time we will be back in Seminars and Special Programs. See you there!

Mary Franks, President of 5CLIR
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Letter from Mary Franks, our President

T
he deadline for the March newsletter is Monday, February 25th, 9:00 a.m. Please email
me your contributions, attaching the documents you are submitting. It would be helpful
if you would use Arial font, and don’t format your documents!

Thanks, Callie
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason Hall, Smith College,

MA  01063. Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.

Special Programs Bits and Pieces

O
n Thursday, February 28, at 1:30 p.m. in the Amherst Room on the second floor of the Jones

Library, Amherst, Cheryl Berman (Laurence Pappademas' daughter) will be giving us a 

presentation in Spanish on the works of Spanish artists (with help for those who have 

difficulty understanding). Cheryl has studied at the Louvre in Paris. When Cheryl made a presenta-

tion to the French class (on French artists) she had a visual presentation, so be prepared for a treat. 

Please feel free to drop in for the Spanish conversation sessions: they are for any level, for any

amount of time (you don’t have to stay the full hour if you don’t wish to), and you don’t need to sign

up. Sessions are informal: perhaps you just need help with translating something...come along!

Marianne Jakus

V
iewpoints will be meeting as usual on the first Thursday of each month, from February through

June, at the Highland Valley Elder Services in Florence. Meetings are from 12:30 to 2:30

(bring a brown bag lunch). As always, we look forward to interesting spontaneous exchanges

of viewpoints about several of the pressing issues of the day.

Hy Edelstein

T
he Travel Interest Group opens its new season on Thursday, February 21st, 2008, at Highland

Valley Elder Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.:

1)    La revolución, El Morales, La Bolivia by La Ruz, our unique Ruth Hooke,

who visited Bolivia last year.

2)    The Wonders of Prague by Gordon Noseworthy, with supporting details provided by other

members of  last year’s trip to the Czech Republic.

Philippe Meyer

New Audio Equipment Available

5
CLIR has new, more sophisticated speakers and microphones for use by members at any

event that requires sound amplification. Because of its complexity, this equipment will be main-

tained and operated only by specially trained members of the Technology Committee. If you

are aware of any event that might require this new audio equipment, please contact Callie. She and

the Technology Committee will arrange for use and operation of the new audio equipment at your

event. The older, powered speakers are also available for less demanding situations and do not

require the presence of a member of the Technology Committee.
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On January 22nd, an intrepid group of 33 5CLIR

members and their guests gathered at 9 A.M. to

board the bus for a day trip to the Mashantucket

Pequot Museum, about a two-hour drive from

Northampton. It is next to the Foxwoods

casino/resort. Sheila Klem and Marybeth

Bridegam arrived at Sheldon Field about 8:40,

saw a bus and tried to climb aboard, but were

taken aback when the bus driver asked for tick-

ets, which had not been issued for our trip.

“Are you going to Foxwoods?” they asked.

“Yes, we are.”

“To the Museum?”

“Good God, no, ladies – to the casino!”

Sheila and Marybeth hurriedly backed down the

steps, and while doing so overheard a woman

say, “No wonder – they didn’t even look like us!”

The trip was organized and led by Anne Lombard

and Donna Howland, a new member and a

Harvard-trained museum professional, who

worked for years at the Boston Museum of

Science, as well as at a number of smaller insti-

tutions. Donna had really done her homework,

having gone to the Pequot Museum before our

trip to check out all kinds of important details:

locations of restrooms, coat check, cafeteria, ele-

vators, etc.  She had also prepared a six-page

handout to guide our way through the museum,

and provide a short history of the Pequot people.

She warned us that we would not have enough

time to see the entire museum, and that we

should allot our limited time there wisely.

Of great value was how Donna alerted us to the

difference between traditional museums and this

one. Instead of world-class art objects housed in

an imposing building, which underscore to the

visitor the power structure of the institution, this

museum has almost no valuable artifacts, and its

building is consciously designed to highlight

other features: the relationship between the

structure and the land on which it is built, and the

story of the Pequot people.

Trees which were felled to clear the site for the

museum were not fed to a chipper, for example,

but converted into benches for visitors, and their

rustic design reminds you of their origin. The

architecture of the museum is fitted into its hilly

site, and there are plantings all around the circu-

lar Gathering Space where we convened. There

the polished floor is midnight blue with shards of

iridescent wampum shells buried within it, and a

central logo of a fox and some trees, which

explain the name of the Foxwoods casino/resort.

“Mashantucket” means “a much-wooded place,”

while “Pequot” refers either to “the fox people” or

to “the people of the shallow waters.”

The story of the Pequot people tells of a tribe

native to eastern Connecticut, and rivals of the

Mohegans. After the arrival of the Europeans in

the early 17th century, about 90% of the Pequots

were victims of new diseases, and the rest were

decimated in the Pequot War of 1637, which pit-

ted them against an alliance of the English and

the Mohegans. The few tribal members left alive

after the massacre at Mystic were given as

slaves to the English and the Mohegans, but

were later freed. Relegated to a reservation, the

nation dwindled and their lands shrank. It was

three determined older women who, in the

1960s, stood up to the State of Connecticut and

encroaching developers to hang onto tribal land.

Only when the Pequots achieved the status of a

nation in 1983 and three years later opened their

casino did their fortunes change so markedly that

they are now the most financially successful tribe

in the United States.  The idea of building the

museum to tell their story began with their recog-

nition as a sovereign nation; the museum opened

in 1998, and has attracted thousands of visitors

since.

As Donna said, the function of the Pequots’

museum is not to highlight an important collec-

tion of material artifacts, but to bring their story to

life. To do this, visitors can interact with the dis-

A January Program: Off to Foxwoods!
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plays as much or as little as they wish. The

heart of the museum is a Pequot village,

both before and after contact with the

Europeans. Life-sized figures, modeled

after real native people, are engaged in a

number of tasks: hunting, scraping deer

hides, gardening, etc. The simultaneous

cultivation of their main crops, known as

“the three sisters” (corn, beans, squash)

was fascinating. Women used hoes of deer

scapulas to mound earth around the base

of the corn stalks, which held them up and

helped to hold moisture. Bean vines wound

up the corn stalks in a symbiotic relation-

ship: the corn propped up the beans, and

the beans restored nitrogen, which the corn

depleted, to the soil. The broad leaves of

squashes, planted around the base of the

corn, kept weeds down and also helped to

retain moisture.  

Indeed there was not enough time to

explore the trajectory of this nation, which

now numbers about 700 members, but we

certainly got a taste. Our three hours in the

museum flew by too quickly, but it was a

most satisfying excursion, and I know that

many of us are already looking forward to

our next visit.

As our bus turned homeward we caught a

glimpse of the glass towers of the rival

Mohegan Sun casino (opened in 1994),

which is situated within a few miles of

Foxwoods (1986). Foxwoods is the world’s

largest casino, while the Mohegan Sun is

the second largest. These two tribes, ene-

mies since before the arrival of the

Europeans, are now dueling with gaming

tables instead of war clubs, while profitably

fleecing their former oppressors. History is

full of such delicious ironies.

Nina M Scott

left to right: Pequot canoeists, Sylvia Favorolo, John

Gaustad, Gail Gaustad
photo courtesy of Nina Scott

Ann and Bob Grose with the Pequot

canoeists
photo courtesy of Nina Scott
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