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CALENDAR...
February 2009

Wednesday, Feb 4th, 10:00–12:00 noon
Meeting for Brunch Hostesses

Smith College Field House

Thursday, Feb 5th, 12:30–2:00 p.m.
Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein

Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact: Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060)

Thursday, Feb 5th, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Curriculum Committee meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Thurs,Fri, Feb 5th,6th, 10:00–11:30 a.m.
Mortimer Rare Book Room

Neilson Library, Smith College
(for those with confirmed places)

Fridays, Feb 6,13,20,27, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
French conversation with Judith Pool

Room 114, UMass Continuing Educ Bldg,
Venture Way, Hadley

(contact Judith @ 586-2190) 

Monday, February 9th
Spring Semester seminars begin

(A few seminars start a week late: check your
catalog or information from your moderator)

Thursday, Feb 12th, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Council meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Thursday, Feb 12th, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Knitting Circle with Sue Gerstle

35 New South Street, Northampton
(for those already registered)

(contact: Sue Gerstle 341-3519)

February 2009 continued

Friday, Feb 13th, 10:00–12:00 noon
Lecture Series – Chuck Gillies on Abraham

Lincoln: Then and Now...
Carroll Room, 2nd floor, Smith College Campus

Center...see inside for DETAILS!
(contact: Larry Ambs 545-2539)

*Limited number of parking permits available,
with preference given to carpoolers.*

Thursday, Feb 19th, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Travel Interest Group:

Marybeth Bridegam on France
Arnold Friedmann on Israel

Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contacts: Philippe & Syma Meyer 549-6507
email: baboum1@aol.com)

Friday, Feb 20th, 10:00–12:00 noon
Lecture Series – Joel Halpern on American

Diplomacy...an Indochina Perspective
Senior Community Center, 

46 Middle Street, Hadley (Rte 47)
see inside for DETAILS!

(contact: Larry Ambs 545-2539)

LIR Book Club
Contact Sheila Klem 548-7945 for informa-

tion on this month’s meeting date & place 

Looking ahead to March

Thursday, March 5th, “Viewpoints”
Friday, March 6th, Encore presentation:

Extinction of Dinosaurs (Hy Edelstein)
Senior Community Center, 

46 Middle Street, Hadley (Rte 47)
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Letter from the President of 5CLIR, Leo Sartori

I hope you all had a joyous holiday season. As we suffer through the rigors of a New

England winter, we can take solace over the imminent beginning of the new seminars.

Spring cannot be far behind.  Once again the Curriculum Committee has put together an

outstanding menu of seminars for us.

Parking will again be a problem for the seminars held at Amherst College. I understand that

people are unhappy at the long uphill walk from our assigned parking lot to the Campus

Center. There is just no way for us to obtain better parking for this venue; Callie has made

every effort to minimize the number of seminars being held there. Moderators are asked to

take time at the first session to organize a shuttle service from the parking lot to the

Campus Center, for the benefit of those who have difficulty with the walk.

Our annual memorial service took place on January 9, after a one-day postponement due

to inclement weather. Sad to say, we had an unusually large number of deceased members

to memorialize. The service was well attended and there were many moving tributes. 

Following an open meeting on January 6, attended by about 30 people, an ad hoc commi-

tee under the leadership of Jeff Caplan and Peter Ferber is working to put together a

“Members Helping Members” framework for our organization. The idea is to set up a

mechanism that will facilitate a response by LIR members to medical or other emergencies

that may beset our fellow members. The group is drafting a proposal to bring to the

February Council meeting. I think this is an excellent idea and hope it can be successfully

implemented.

Best wishes for the new semester

Leo

Note from the Editor: 

Seminars will begin the week of Monday, February 9th, and run for 11 weeks – the 11th

week is booked as a snow date. A few seminars do not begin the first week - please check

your seminar catalog or the information you have received from your moderators. 

The deadline for the March newsletter is Wednesday, February 25th. This deadline is later

than usual, so nothing that comes in after 9:00 a.m. on the 25th can be included in the March

issue!

Please take some pictures in your seminars: I would love to include some in the next

newsletter.

-- Callie
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason

Hall, Smith College, MA  01063. Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.

Bits and Pieces

Jim Harvey will again handle the Audio Visual equipment schedule. 

Please contact him with AV equipment requests as soon as possible, preferably via email

(jimharvey@charter.net) or by phone (413-259-4404). 

************

Birthday Celebrations of Amherst and Hadley

This year both Amherst and Hadley are celebrating birthdays – Hadley was first settled in

1659, and we in Amherst, originally merely the "East Precinct of Hadley,” were set off from

Hadley in 1759. The anniversaries are being marked in both towns by various events –

parades, lectures, concerts, etc. Information is available on the town committees' websites:

http://www.amherst250.org and http://hadley350.org (NOTE: this is correct, there is no

“www” in the second address given!)

Many LIR members live in Amherst and Hadley and already know about the various events,

but others may be interested as well; all events are open to the public, including the road

race in Hadley next October. In Amherst, we are having a series of monthly lectures on var-

ious historical topics.  On February 13, Kevin Sweeney will talk about Lord Jeffrey Amherst.

On March 8, yours truly will talk about "Slavery in Colonial Amherst".  The full schedule is

listed on the Calendar section of the Amherst website.  (Many LIR members will recognize

my topic as one that is related to a number of past LIR events, in particular the "Slavery and

Its Legacy" series led by Chuck Gillies in 2005.)

--Bob Romer (Amherst)

*************

Our intrepid skiers

at Notchview...left
to right: Carol Jolly,

Betsy Loughran,

Anne Lombard and

Bill Malloy
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Friday Morning Lectures and Encore Presentations

Friday, February 13th (one day after the bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s
birth), Chuck Gilles will do a Centenary Presentation on “Abraham Lincoln –
Then and Now: Big Enough to be Inconsistent.” No President in American history
has been so relevant for modern times. The 2008 election was a watershed in American
racial history – any study of the background of this issue must of necessity involve Lincoln.
Current concern about presidential leadership, and especially the War Powers, begins with
a study of Lincoln in the Civil War. Issues of states’ rights throughout our history must take
into account the high point of states’ rights agitation in Lincoln’s time. See article on page
5 for more in-depth information. (Carroll Room, 2nd floor, Smith College Campus Center)

Friday, February 20th, Joel Halpern on “American Diplomacy, Public and
Private (Secret) Faces, An Indochina Perspective” It is, of course, not difficult to
understand the essential need for private conversations in planning foreign policy in a given
administration and between diplomats each representing or trying to represent what they
perceive as their respective best interests. However, when the relationships in question are
those between a great imperial power, the US, and a small and relatively new country, ques-
tions of strategy, tactics employed, and overall moral dilemmas arise. Beginning in the
1950s these matters assumed center stage. American policy in Laos is now forgotten, but
at one time Kennedy had a map of Laos on his office wall.  In the intervening years secret
presidential office papers of Kennedy and Johnson have been declassified as have those of
the Department of Defense and State Department. This secret correspondence reveals a
sense of innate unquestioned authority on the part of the US officials charged with the
implementation of our policy which was in direct contrast with the publicly professed aims
of American policy. (Senior Community Center, 46 Middle Street, Hadley (Rte 47))

Friday March 6th, Hy Edelstein on “The Disappearance of the Dinosaurs”  In a
reprise from the seminar Historical Mysteries, Hy Edelstein will present "The
Disappearance of the Dinosaurs." The fossil record has yielded the remains of hundreds of
species of dinosaurs beginning 200 million years ago – then 135 million years later the fos-
sil record of dinosaurs ends abruptly!  What happened? This is the story of how Luis Alvarez
and his son, Walter, unraveled this mystery. It is also a story of how science works at its
best. (Senior Community Center, 46 Middle Street, Hadley (Rte 47))

Friday, March 13th “POETRY – LIVE!”  Sue Case and Wil Hastings are two
5CLIR poets who have just had chapbooks (small books) of poems published by the poet-
ry press.  Join them and their two distinguished guest poets – Leslea Newman, current Poet
Laureate of Northampton, and Henry Lyman, for 20 years the host of a radio program on
poetry originating from Northampton – to hear poetry and some loose talk about creating
poems. Everything explained! (Sweeney Concert Hall, Sage Hall, Green Street, Smith
College)



5CLIR REPORTER        February 2009

5

A Special Program on the Bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s Birth 

“Lincoln – Then and Now: Big Enough to be Inconsistent” by Chuck Gillies

The program will be in the Carroll Room, upstairs at the Smith College Campus Center,

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. The program is free and open to the public.

Chuck is a graduate of Harvard Law School, a retired teacher and headmaster and long-

time Lincoln admirer and moderator of 5CLIR seminars on Lincoln, the Civil War and on

Slavery. He was Chair of the committee which carried out 5CLIR’s six-part public “Slavery

& Its Legacy” series in 2005. 

Chuck will attempt to honor Lincoln with a thoughtful assessment of his times, person and

policies and their relevance for us today. The emphasis will be on Lincoln and slavery and

race and on Lincoln and executive powers in wartime. The program will also attempt to

examine the differences between Lincoln in myth and Lincoln in history. The theme – “Big

Enough to be Inconsistent,”  a quote from W.E.B. Du Bois and title of a recent book by his-

torian George Frederickson – examines how Lincoln “freed the slaves” though for a long

time he was opposed to the abolitionists’ goals. The theme extends to how Lincoln led a

bloody war to defend the Constitution, though he often suppressed its guarantees of civil

liberties.

A limited number of parking permits for the Smith College Campus will be available for

5CLIR members by contacting the 5CLIR office (priority will be given to those carpooling)

and parking is available nearby on public streets. 

GREAT DECISIONS IS COMING 

TO YOUR NECK OF THE WOODS..

SOON!
Keep an eye out for the registration form which will be coming to

your email Inbox (or your mailbox, if you don’t have email) in

mid-February. The prices were listed in the December/January

newsletter, and you received a list of the lectures in your packet

at the November Preview. The first lecture is Friday, March 27th.

I look forward to meeting you there.
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