
CALENDAR
(details inside...)

May 2006

Friday, May 12, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Meet the Moderators

Alumni House, Amherst College

Thursday, May 25, 10:00 a.m.
Preview of New Century Theatre 

summer season
Field House, Smith College

June 2006

Thursday, June 1, 12:00 noon
(1:15 if not having lunch)

Annual Meeting
Elk’s Club, Spring Street, Florence

Friday, June 2, 2:00 p.m.
Walking tour of Japanese Garden 

Front of Webster Hall, Amherst College

Mon,Tues,Wed, June 5,6,7, 9:00-12 noon
Computer Workshop (Intermed. Word)

212 Seelye Hall, Smith College

Thursday, June 15, 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Walk up Petticoat Hill, Williamsburg

Meet atWilliamsburg Library

CALENDAR

June 2006 continued

Tuesday, June 20, 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.
Habitat for Humanity
Volunteer Work Day 

840 Westhampton Road, Northampton

Upcoming events

Summer Programs 2006

Full information in the Fall Packet,
available at “Meet the Moderators”

on Friday, May 12th, at the
Amherst College Alumni House.

August 2006

Mon,Tues,Wed, Aug 21,22,23, 9-12 noon

Computer Workshop (PowerPoint)
212 Seelye Hall, Smith College

Attend an LIR computer workshop and avoid
this...
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Dear Members,  

In this, my final letter to you as President, I

want to mention the two "new" committees

that are off to a great start – Public

Relations, under the chairmanship of Chuck

Gillies and Jim Scott, and Special

Programs, now chaired by Marybeth

Bridegam. Chuck and Jim have many ideas

and I hope you'll be receptive to their imple-

mentation. Marybeth's committee also is

just full of ideas on ways to provide you with

extra fun, fellowship, and enrichment. This

is a new experimental committee which will,

after this summer, encompass the

January–Summer committee, opera work-

shop, special interest groups and many

other activities. You'll notice when the sem-

inar catalogue for fall appears that there is

a time adjustment for Wednesday seminars

in order to allow for an event noontime-ish.

I know you'll welcome these opportunities.                                                                            

A review of the lottery system was under-

taken, Bobbie Reitt, Chair, and it was found

to be working well. However, upon recom-

mendation of that committee, the Council

passed a motion that in addition to the pres-

ent practice of guaranteeing a first-choice

spot to current moderators and members

who did not get their first choice in the pre-

ceding semester, new members will also be

guaranteed a first choice in the first semes-

ter in which they are able to register before

the lottery deadline.                                                             

Some of you elect to receive a refund when,

for whatever reason, you are not participat-

ing in a seminar. These refunds, in total, put

quite a dent in our General Fund. I would

like to ask those of you who can to consid-

er leaving this refund in the General Fund or

perhaps to consider earmarking it for a con-

tribution to one of our worthy special funds.

Our Membership Assistance Fund, in partic-

ular, is greatly in need of more donations.                  

You'll have noticed that the Newsletter will

now arrive in abbreviated form every other

month. This is, plain and simply, a matter of

economics. 

Elected Council members as well as com-

mittee Chairs have really kept the President

on her toes this year and have been very

helpful with creative ideas and suggestions

on ways to help LIR be an even better

organization. I especially want to commend,

in this newsletter, the Finance Committee,

under the chairmanship of June Guild, for

its unsung many hours of work and result-

ing outstanding job. Arnold Friedmann has

been a terrific President-elect – what more

can I say? Our new Office Manager, Callie

Kendall, has exceeded all expectations.    

Hope to see many of you at the Summer

events.     

---- Dorothy Gorra                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT of 5CLIR 

ID Statement: 

5CLIR Reporter/5CLIR Newsleaflet is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, a non-

profit organization and Five College, Inc. program. The program is based at 9 Mason Hall, Smith College,

Northampton, MA  01063.
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Curriculum Committee 

Announcement

If you are interested in serving on the 5CLIR Curriculum Committee, watch for the com-

mittee sign-up sheet in your packet at the May 12th Meet the Moderators event. See

Sheila Klem or Eleanor Shattuck for details.

June 1st, 2006 5CLIR Annual Meeting 

& Council Elections

On May 8th, an invitation to the 5CLIR Annual Meeting will be mailed to you. This special

mailing will also include the “bios” of the candidates nominated for Council, and proposed

by-law changes. 

The by-law changes will be voted on by a show of hands at the Annual Meeting. The slate

of candidates (including any nominations taken from the floor at the Annual Meeting) will

be mailed to you on 5th June, along with a ballot, to be marked and returned to the 5CLIR

office by post or in person. Deadline for return of ballots: your envelope must be post-

marked no later than 15th June.

The LIR membership will be apprised of the outcome of the election on the 28th June.

MANY TIMES, MANY PLACES -- IN PAINT

A Semi-Retrospective Show

of paintings by

GINNY SENDERS

Cooley-Dickinson Hospital

The New Gallery (near Radiation)

May 2 - May 30

Open round the clock

Add an experience of pure pleasure to your X-ray!!
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Upcoming Programs for Your Enjoyment

Preview of The New Century Theatre summer season
Thursday,  May 25th, at 10:00 am – Smith College Field House

Sam Rush, director of the New Century Theatre, will present a preview and discussion of

the 2006 summer season performances. This summer the NCT shows will be The Turn of

the Screw by Henry James, The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams, Sight Unseen

by Donald Margulies, and The Sisters Rosensweig by Wendy Wasserstein. 
Contact person: Elsie Bandman 413-247-3306

Walking tour: Japanese Garden at Amherst College
Saturday, June 2nd, at 2:00 pm – meet in front of Webster Hall

Ray Moore will lead a viewing of Yushien, the Japanese Garden at Amherst College.

Following the walk, Ray will show a film about Niijima, an 1876 Amherst College graduate

and the first Japanese person to graduate from any college.  

Contact person: Ray Moore 413-498-5948

Walk up Petticoat Hill, Williamsburg
Thursday, June 15th ,12:00–3:00 pm – meet at Williamsburg Library  

We will meet at the Williamsburg Library to learn about the Trustees of Reservations and

the Petticoat Hill Project, in which several LIR members are involved. Afterwards, we'll

walk up to the Reservation (one hour for the round trip). Bring a bag lunch.

Contact person: Joan Hastings 413-584-4957

Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Work Day 
Tuesday,  June 20th, 8:00 am–1:00 pm,  840 Westhampton Rd,  (Rt. 66), Northampton

This is the third year in a row that we can do some good in the world and have some fun

too. "Habitat for Humanity" is a non-profit organization whose mission statement is "to

make home ownership accessible and affordable to low-income working families." If  for-

mer President Carter can do it, we can too. This half-day of work involves carpentry, site

clearing, cement work, painting, etc.  No skills are necessary, as the site supervisor will be

there to help and guide you.

Dress in sturdy old clothes. Bring gloves, a hat, and a bottle of water.
Contact person:  Bob First 413-584-5190
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Nantucket Baskets

The Nantucket basket-making presentation by Jim McReynolds was an unusually fasci-

nating event. Jim had a number of his very beautiful baskets on display, and he started by

giving a most interesting slide presentation about Nantucket, the lighthouse ship where

the first baskets were made by sailors, and in general the historic background to the mak-

ing of Nantucket baskets. Jim had prepared a series of partially made baskets and

demonstrated step by step how the baskets are made, woven and completed. I was truly

impressed by Jim's skills and his ability to explain a very complex process to make it seem

almost easy. From now on I shall look at handmade baskets in a different and more appre-

ciative way. For me, the morning of April 22nd was one of the highlights of our LIR special

program series.

----Arnold Friedmann

Notes from the Office...

a.k.a. Callie Kendall

I can hardly believe another semester has

come to a close. The Field House key has

been returned to the office, the technologi-

cal paraphernalia is making its way back to

the cupboard in the corner, and many LIR

members are taking a breather after weeks

of research and note-taking.

I am reserving space for our fall seminars,

updating address lists for next year’s Great

Decisions program, and inviting everyone I

can to join us at the “Meet the Moderators”

event on the 12th of May. 

The 5CLIR Reporter and the 5CLIR

Newsleaflet will be published the first week

of every month, so if you have information

that you would like to submit for possible

inclusion in the next issue, please make

sure I have it (by email, please) a week

before the first of the month. 

I am still collecting names of people that

you would like to invite to the “Meet the

Moderators” event, so do let me know if

there is anyone that I should send an invita-

tion to. There is still time!

Except for a few days here and there, I shall

be here in the office this summer. If you

have any questions about your registration

and/or membership application, please ring

the office (585-3756). If I don’t know the

answer, I will find out!

May you all have a relaxing and invigorating

summer.

----Callie 
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Lu Stubbs

Before I met Lu Stubbs I had already heard two important things about her: she was a fine

sculptor, and she and her husband Hal were passionate Italophiles. Lu comes to her love

of Italy naturally: her mother was born near Bari and her grandmother used to talk to Lu

in dialect, as she spoke nearly no English.  Lu, Hal and their two daughters, Sue and Mahi,

have taken numerous trips to Italy, and Lu studied Italian and sculpture in Perugia.

Originally she hails from Manhattan, where her father was a podiatrist for, among others,

the Ziegfeld Follies dancers, but she grew up in Scarsdale. She met Hal when she was a

teenager, while playing tennis; when he was drafted during WWII Lu wrote to him – she

called it "doing my civic duty" – but when he returned things got serious fast, and they

have just celebrated their 60th anniversary. Hal became a professor of math at

Northeastern University, and the family settled in Sharon, MA; her girls started school very

quickly, but she stayed at home until they were older, at which time she wanted to study

art seriously. Blessed with a real talent in painting and sculpture, she was accepted by the

School of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

Sculpture rapidly became Lu's major, especially casting in bronze. She got her first public

commission in 1975: three large figures which commemorate the development of women,

located at Hearthstone Plaza in Brookline, MA. A reviewer observed that Lu was "known

for the quiet grace of her figures ... [she] used classical restraint and has a mastery of

materials." I would certainly concur. Lu also taught adult classes, as well as students at

Milton Academy and Boston University. Her teaching supported her bronze casting, which

is very expensive.  She learned how to do much of the foundry work herself. "I've always

been a manual person," she says.

In 1978 daughter Sue was expecting her first child, and Lu made an 8' sculpture of her in

the last stages of her pregnancy.  As the parents did not know the gender of the child, they

picked a name which could fit either a girl or a boy: Robin. Before the birth Lu was com-

missioned by Children's Hospital to make a sundial for their garden, and organized the

piece around a nest of baby robins. Robin turned out to be a boy, and when he was older

Lu worked him and his baby sister into another sundial, a 10' granite and bronze piece

erected in Hayes Square in Charlestown, MA, which Mayor Ray Flynn praised as "one of

the most remarkable pieces of art in the City."  For the Sharon Library Lu made a life-size

statue of Revolutionary war heroine Deborah Sampson Gannett, who dressed as a man

in order to fight the Redcoats.

When Hal retired, he and Lu became active in Harvard's Institute for Learning in

Retirement; when they moved to Northampton in 2000 (both of their daughters live here),

both became active in LIR. Lu was recently celebrated by Mt. Holyoke College for a small,

20" sculpture of founder Mary Lyon (1797-1849), which was unveiled at a ceremony in the

MHC Archives on Feb. 28th. It was commissioned by three alumnae in honor of their
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upcoming 55th reunion, two of whom, Mimi Darrow and Ruth Cowan, are (or were) LIR

members. Lu did extensive research on Mary Lyon, a woman of exceptional character, but

no beauty.  Marianne Doezema, director of Mt. Holyoke's art museum, praised the work

as "forcefully conveying not only Mary Lyon's features, which were striking, but a sense of

her personality." 

However, Lu herself is more proud of the statue of her pregnant daughter (shown above),

which she donated to Cooley Dickinson Hospital a few years ago. It stands to the left of

the main entrance to the hospital; what pleases Lu especially is that the mother-to-be

looks up at the Childbirth Center of the hospital, where her other daughter, Mahi, was a

nurse.

Lu and Hal’s apartment is filled with Lu's sculptures and paintings, but she says her sculpt-

ing days are over now – it's just too much technical work that she finds unpleasant. But

this does not mean that she is giving up her creative work – far from it: she still paints,

does stained glass and writes. And then there is Italian...

----Nina M. Scott 
[photo courtesy of Jim Scott]
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