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CALENDAR...
May 2007

Wednesday, May 2, 11:30-1:30 pm
Viewpoints Discussion with Hy Edelstein

Highland Valley Elder Services
320 Riverside Dr, Florence
(contact Hy at 584-3060)

Thursday, May 3, 2:30-4:30 pm
Curriculum Committee meeting
Florence Savings Bank, Hadley

Friday, May 4, 11, 18, 25, 2:00-4:00 pm
Inter. Bridge at Rockridge with Leo Sartori

(contact Leo at 467-3626)

Thursday, May 10, 2:30-4:30 pm
Council meeting

venue tba

Wednesday, May 16, 11:30 am-1:30 pm
Wonders of the African World Film Series

Part IV: The Road to Timbuktu
Basement Theater, Amherst Campus Center

(bring a bag lunch)

Thursday, May 17, 1:30-3:30 pm
Travel Interest Group

Vienna (Alex Chajes) & Italy (Elaine Barkin) 
Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact Syma or Philippe Meyer at
549-6507 or baboum1@aol.com)

...save the dates...
May 2007 (continued)

Wednesday, May 23, 11:30-1:30 pm
Genealogy Interest Group
Jones Library, Amherst

(contact Jono at 549-0888)

Thursday, May 24
Film cancelled

June 2007

Thursday, June 7, 2:30-4:30 pm
Curriculum Committee meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Sunday, June 10, 1:00-3:00 pm
Meet the Moderators (1:00-2:30 pm)

followed by
Annual Meeting (2:30-3:00 pm)

Davis Ballroom, Prospect Street, 
Smith College

Thursday, June 14, 2:30-4:30 pm
Council meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

July 2007

Thursday, July 5
Close of registration for lotteried seminars

Friday, July 6
Lottery for over-subscribed seminars

Wednesday, July 25
Mail out seminar confirmations
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I
n order to clarify some membership procedures, and to make it more

attractive for new members to join 5CLIR, the Council has approved the

report following below. This report owes thanks to Wil Hastings and to

Bobbie Reitt, who put the document into clear and readable form.

There is little else for me to report in this newsletter. I am sure that most of

you have heard that our "Aging Creatively" conference was a great suc-

cess. Likewise, our Great Decisions program was an outstanding one,

attracting as always a good number of participants who are not members

of 5CLIR. The endowment fund mentioned in my last letter has been start-

ed. In a separate letter that you will receive in the mail, I have explained

some of the details and hopes for that fund.

I urge you to come to our "Meet the Moderators" meeting combined with our annual meeting on June

10th at Smith College Davis Ballroom. We need a 50% quorum in order to pass one simple by-law

change. The change will simplify our voting procedure in the future. PLEASE COME AND STAY FOR

THE VOTE.

Report to the Members on Membership Initiatives

The Council has approved two new programs to make it easier to join 5CLIR. 

The first we call “Mid-Term Memberships.” In the past, if someone wanted to join in the middle of a

semester, while seminars were in progress, a standard answer was “wait until the next semester

starts.” Now we can say “welcome” immediately. 

If someone joins as a new member during the fall semester, he or she immediately has all member-

ship privileges except participation in that fall’s seminars, by paying the spring semester fee (now

$115), which allows participation in the next spring’s seminars. In the same way, for someone first

joining during the spring semester, they would pay a full year’s fee (now $200) for participation in the

whole of the next academic year’s program, including seminars, but their non-seminar privileges

would start immediately.

The second is called “Trial Memberships” for those potential new members for whom $200 might

seem too much to risk up front for a chance to experience the full 5CLIR program. Trial Membership

would be available only for the fall semester. A trial member would, upon paying only $50, have all

the privileges of a full member except (1) the new-member priority for lotteried seminars, (2) any vot-

ing right and (3) any right to then become an Associate Member. By then paying the membership fee

for the spring semester (now $115), the trial member would become in all respects a new full mem-

ber with the new-member lottery priority for that semester. A person could be a trial member of 5CLIR

only once.

----Arnold Friedmann, President

Letter from the President of LIR
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason

Hall, Smith College, MA  01063.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

First of the Summer Programs

The Summer Programs Committee has put together a wonderful group of outings including a

Lobstering Workshop in Maine,  a bus trip to the new Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston,  a bus

trip to Tanglewood,  New Century Theater performances,  and a boat trip on the Connecticut  River.

Be sure to read the catalog for all the offerings and note that some require a VERY EARLY sign-up.

C
ommonwealth Opera: "Jacques Brel is Alive & Well & Living in Paris" 

Matinee, Sunday, June 3, at 2 p.m. 

Sweeney Concert Hall, Sage Hall, Green Street, Smith College. 

Orchestra seats discounted at $28. Reservations must be made before May 18. 

According to critics, "Brel" is a power-packed experience by an intimate ensemble cast and cabaret

musicians assembled into a musical production format.

Contact: Elsie Bandman (247-3306). Tickets distributed at the door. 
Please send your check for $28, made out to 5CLIR, to the office.

P
review of The New Century Theater summer productions 

Presentation by Sam Rush, Director

Wednesday, June 13, at 10:00 a.m. 

Dewey Hall Common Room, Smith College -- no need to book!

The Summer Programs Committee comprises Gail Gaustad, Sally Lawton, Laura Cranshaw, Doris

Holden, Mary Franks, Elsie Bandman, and Honor David. Would you like to join this committee?

F
rench Conversation with Judith Pool resumes on May 11th for another two months. It will

meet every Friday, from 1:30 to 3:30 at the Greenleaves Community Room, Amherst. If you

have any questions about the sessions, please contact Judith by phone at 586-2190 or by

email at jpool41@msn.com.

Our ANNUAL MEETING follows Meet the Moderators at 2:30 pm 

We need as many members as possible to attend the Annual Meeting in
order to have a quorum to vote on a proposed by-law amendment. Please
time your visit (i.e. don’t arrive tooooo early for the Meet the
Moderators part of the afternoon) so that you will be able to stay for
the (short) meeting...
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Summer Computer Workshop

T
he Technology Committee has scheduled a computer workshop.

Site: Smith College Computer Lab (212 Seelye Hall)

Date:  June 4th – June 6th, 2007

Time:  9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Topics: 

1. An Introduction to Spreadsheets including calculations, charts,

data 

manipulation, etc. – two mornings.  (Jim Harvey)

2. PowerPoint (review of basics) – one morning  (Chuck Gillies)

Please call the office for reservations (413-585-3756) 
--- space is limited to 19 participants!

(Note: if you have a Mac notebook, bring it: the lab has PCs only.)

Travel Interest Group

Let's end our great travel series by visiting Vienna (Austria) and its sur-
roundigs. Austrian-born Alex Chajes will share with us his love for and
knowledge of the capital of Austria.

Then we'll make a little detour to Tuscany with Elaine Barkin.  Last sum-
mer she visited Florence and Sienna and took some cooking classes in a
pensione. She will share some of her experiences and, for all the "food-
ies" out there, some recipes.
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For many years several of us have been partici-

pating in and enjoying the many seminars and

other activities of this fine organization. Since

5CLIR’s founding in the fall of 1989 we have

gradually grown to our current size of around

275. While no one wants explosive growth, most

of us realize that to keep the organization healthy

we need to attract new blood to participate in and

moderate the seminars and add to the ideas that

keep us vital and exciting. We all know that cre-

ative aging requires that we keep our minds as

well as our bodies exercised and stimulated and

that this clearly depends on new folks joining the

marathon.

Last year Council established a new Public

Relations Committee, of which we have been

Co-Chairs, to attempt to stimulate greater knowl-

edge of and interest in 5CLIR among members of

this community. One of the ways we attempted to

do this was by focusing attention on the spring

Meet the Moderators Reception. Last year, in

spite of horrendous weather, our work brought

nearly 100 new prospects to the Reception –

proving that there is great interest in what we do.

We have almost 70 new members this year, part-

ly in consequence of our – and your – efforts last

year. And certainly spring is the best time for new

members to join us.

Now we ask again that you help in reaching out

to others who may be missing this great opportu-

nity for life-long learning that you have enjoyed.

Ask your friends and neighbors, your church or

synagogue colleagues, and even your cousins,

uncles and aunts, to join us on June 10

(1:00–2:30 p.m., Smith College Davis Ball

Room). Take the green invitation enclosed with

this newsletter and spread it around the neigh-

borhood or post on an appropriate bulletin board.

We think your friends will thank you for doing so.

Extras can be obtained from Callie in the office.

Another thing you can do for 5CLIR is to stay for

the brief Annual Meeting that will follow the

Reception (2:30 p.m.).  As you saw in the last

newsletter, there is some business that we need

to transact – including electing our leadership for

the future. We need your attendance if we are to

make the quorum required to take care of busi-

ness.   

---- Chuck Gillies and Jim Scott 

“Ask not what 5CLIR can do for you, 
ask what you can do for 5CLIR!”

The deadline for the June newsleaflet is Wednesday, May 23rd!

Please send an email attachment of material you would like to

be included. Thanks..

5CLIR Member Doris Holden is Paragon Award Winner

Four awards are given every year "to acknowledge outstanding individuals and to call attention to

the many contributions by volunteers in our community."  They are given by the Red Cross, the Daily

Hampshire Gazette, and the United Way of Hampshire County. Doris’s accolade is the Kimball

Howes Award for a "lifetime of volunteer service."  

The awards were presented at a luncheon on April 27th, at the Delaney House.

Well done, and many congratulations, Doris!
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FIVE COLLEGE LEARNING IN RETIREMENT

FALL MEET THE MODERATORS 

& ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday, June 10, 2007     1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

To be held at the

Davis Ballroom, Smith College
Prospect Street

Northampton

AGENDA

1:00—2:30 MEET the MODERATORS and discuss the 
seminars on offer for fall 2007

2:30—3:00 ANNUAL MEETING
Greetings by President Arnold Friedmann
Update by Treasurer June Guild
Nominating Committee Report by Chair Nina Scott 

and presentation of nominees for Council
Nominations taken from the floor (for Council)
Discussion and vote on one amendment to the 5CLIR By-Laws

***** Light refreshments will be served *****

Parking in Smith College parking lot white spaces and on-street. Handicap entrance at the

back of Davis Hall, where there is an elevator.

A
tasty way to give……Recipes from the Jewish Culture

and Cooking seminar will be available for purchase at

the Meeting. Proceeds to the Member Assistance Fund!
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Cliff Matthews

C
liff and his wife Ibi live in a sunny condo on Gothic St.

in Northampton.  He is 85, she 84.  Both are legally

blind, but you’d never know it from the lively flow of

conversation and laughter which permeated this interview.

Cliff was born in Hong Kong.  His grandfather was harbor-

master of the port of Amoy.   In 1938, on the eve of WWII, Cliff

entered Hong Kong University. When the Japanese attacked

in 1941, Cliff and his brother Eric were called up and ultimate-

ly became prisoners of war.  In 1943 they were transferred to

Japan to work in a shipyard.  Less than 30 miles from

Hiroshima, they felt nothing of the atomic bomb dropped on

the city in 1945.  

In 1945 Cliff went to London, where he met Ibi and got a

degree in chemistry from the University of London.  Their 60th wedding anniversary is this year.

They came to the U.S. in 1950; Cliff got his Ph.D. from Yale in 1955, followed by a career in indus-

try and academe, principally at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  On retiring, Cliff became active

in the Science and Religion dialogue.  In 1999 he participated in the Parliament of the World’s

Religions in Capetown, attended by Nelson Mandela.  Earlier that year, Ibi and Cliff had visited the

Dalai Lama in Dharamsala, India.  They moved to Northampton in 2000, to be near daughter Sandra,

a professor at Hampshire College.

Cliff’s eyesight suddenly failed last September. “We’ve gone from driving and reading to walking and

listening,” he says. Volunteers read to Cliff, and he continues to be active in his field of

Cosmochemistry and the Origin of Life.  His face lights up when describing the excitement of con-

tinuing his research in this area.  

Here is his schedule for 4/24/07:  A.M:  class at Smith, then work at home with a volunteer.  P.M.:

Hear Silvia Poggioli at UMass at four, and David Scott at Applewood in the evening.  “You have to

DO something with your life,” Cliff says, emphatically.

----Interveiw and photo by Nina M. Scott

Meanwhile, participants in the seminar “A

View From Emily’s Window” prepare to visit

“The Evergreens,” home of Dickinson’s

brother Austin from 1856. In 2003, the

house became part of the Emily Dickinson

Museum, Amherst, where the seminar met.

L–R, Top row: Sheila Klem, Lu Stubbs, Jan Smith:

Middle row: Joan Hastings, Ann Grose, Bob Grose;

Front row: Janina Esselin, Honore David, Jan

Greenfield.  

photo courtesy of Phil Shaver
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