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CALENDAR...
May  2008

Thursday, May 1, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Viewpoints Discussion Group

Large  conference room,
Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060)

Thursday, May 1, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Curriculum Committee meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Thursday, May 8, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Council meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Thursday, May 15, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Travel Interest Group: 

Klaus Kroner discovers Iceland &
Paul Berman explores Denmark
Highland Valley Elder Services
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact Philippe or Syma Meyer: 549-6507)

Thursday, May 22, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Arts Interest Group:Virginia Scott, “The Star
is Born: Women in French theatre,1630–1750”

UMass  Continuing Education Bldg, Rm 114
Venture Way, off N. Maple St, Hadley

(contact Honoré David – 253-5896)

Friday, May 23rd, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
French conversation with Judith Pool

52 Highpoint Drive, Amherst
(contact Judith @ 586-2190)

...save the dates...

Wednesday, May 28th, 2:00 p.m.
Guided tour by Ray Moore: Yushien Garden,

Amherst College (see inside)
Participants meet outside Webster Centre

No need to register

Friday, May 30th, June 6th, 13th
French conversation with Judith Pool

UMass  Continuing Education Bldg, Room 114
Venture Way, off N. Maple St, Hadley

(contact Judith @ 586-2190)

5CLIR Book Club
**for those currently signed up**
(contact Sheila Klem on 548-7945 
for details of date, time, & venue)

Ethnic Eating Interest Group tba
(contact Joice Gare @ 584-6016)

June 2008

Sunday, June 1, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Preview: Coming Attractions

Meet the moderators, your friends &
prospective LIR members, and

check out Special Programs, 2:00–3:30
followed by 

ANNUAL MEETING 3:30–4:00
Please stay to vote!

***Refreshments served***
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Letter from Mary Franks, our President

April has passed in a whirl of LIR activities. Seminars are over and so is

our Great Decisions series. Perhaps we can catch our breaths a bit before

June 1 and the 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. Preview: Coming Attractions event and

the 3:30 – 4:00 p.m. Annual Meeting at the Smith College Campus Center.

We hope to see you there for both events. This is an especially important

Annual Meeting – we need  a quorum of 127 members to hold the meet-

ing, so please attend.

Many thanks to all of you who have made Winter/Spring such a rich and

rewarding LIR experience.

See you all on June 1.                 

A Note from the Editor

T
he deadline for the June newsleaflet is Wednesday, 21st May, 9:00 a.m. Please email me your con-
tributions, attaching the documents you are submitting. It would be helpful if you would use Arial
font, and please don’t format your documents. Descriptions of LIR seminars and trips, special

programs attended,  and any unusual seminar presentations, etc., would be ideal topics. Pictures of LIR
seminars, groups, and events are always welcomed! Callie

Boston Museum of Fine Arts: Last Call for Tickets

When: Wednesday, June 18, 2008                    Deadline for ticket reservations: May 14th
How much: round trip bus ticket (tip included) and museum entry for only $40
How and where: deluxe bus from Northampton leaves Commuter lot near the Coolidge Bridge
on Route 9 at 8:30 a.m.; leaves Boston at 3:00 p.m., home about 5:00 p.m.

On arrival at the museum, you can upgrade your entry for $6 to see the special exhibit "El
Greco to Velasquez" – depending on the avilabilty of the time slots, which are hourly. Since the
exhibit opened a few weeks ago, and we are visiting mid-week, this should not be a problem,
but you could email or ring the museum for more information: email to www.groups@mfa.org or
www.access@mfa.org  or telephone (617) 369-3310.

Send your check, made out to 5CLIR, to Callie at 
5CLIR, Mason Hall, Smith College, Northampton,  MA  01060.
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason Hall, Smith College,

MA  01063. Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.

Share the Joy

Introduce 5CLIR to a Friend

It’s time to share the joy of LIR with a friend. Our Preview of Coming Attractions is Sunday, June 1,

2008, at the Smith College Campus Center.

This is our premier “kick-off” event. This is the time we find out about the seminars and programs

being offered in the fall. This is a party celebrating coming opportunity, intellectual stimulation, friend-

ship and purpose.  

LIR is too good to be kept a secret. Introduce a friend to LIR and both they and LIR will thank you.

Our programs will benefit from the infusion of new ideas, friends, and moderators.

Over the past several years our membership has grown slowly. Our programs have grown dramati-

cally. New members have contributed to this vibrant expansion. The majority of new members dis-

covered LIR through personal introduction.

Reach out. Share the joy. Pass along the orange invitation in the newsletter. Introduce LIR to a friend

at our Preview of Coming Attractions on June 1, 2008, at the Smith College Campus Center from

2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 

----Jeff Caplan, Publicity Co-Chair

Free Technical Support For 5CLIR Members

The Technological Committee is pleased to announce the availability of technical

support for hardware and software questions concerning PC or MAC computers. Visit

the 5CLIR web site home page (www.5clir.org) and click on Tech Assistance. Follow

the instructions to receive support. The more exact information you can give regard-

ing your problem, the more likely you are to receive a satisfactory answer.  Please

include your name so we may be sure you are an active 5CLIR member. While we

do not guarantee our answers will solve your problems, we do guarantee we will try

our best!

Artwork in the Office – Thanks to Sylvia Favaloro

Sylvia Favaloro, LIR member from Easthampton, has generously lent two of her paintings to hang

on the walls of the LIR office. Sylvia began her career as a graphic artist at the Boston YWCA.

Raising four sons brought many opportunities to teach art to children in various settings. As her chil-

dren grew older, she became a professional weaver and potter, selling in New England shops and

fairs. Syliva enjoys writing and illustrating books for her grandchildren. Focusing now on painting,

she has worked in oils and pastels and has recently discovered the magic of watercolors.

NEWS



Call for Spring Brunch Hosts Continues

As a result of our request in the April newsletter, the Meetings/Membership Committee has happily

accepted offers from 13 5CLIR members to host 20th Anniversary Celebration Potluck Brunches on

April 25th, 2009.  We are just about halfway toward our goal of 27 hosts!  Please consider opening

your home for this event. Contact either Sheila Klem sfklem@comcast.net or Kathy Hazen

khazen@mapinternet.com.  In the meantime, we submit the first of a series of tasty recipes to file

away for next spring.
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We have a new committee……How about joining it?

A Development Committee is being formed for the purpose of promoting fundraising ideas and

events which will enhance 5CLIR's potential for raising funds to advance our mission in the years

ahead. Those funds are necessary for the future growth of our organization since our fees barely

cover actual operating expenses. Members who have interest in long-range planning, financial acu-

men, problem-solving and brainstorming are encouraged to become involved in this exciting new

committee. We will work closely with the Public Relations and Membership Committees and will

report directly to Council. Please join us. There will be a “Join a Committee” form in your member-

ship packet, available at the June 1st Preview, or by mail if you cannot attend.

----Kathy Coulombe, Chair 

NEWS

Dorothy Gorra’s Blueberry Coffee Cake

Cut ¼ cup butter into

½ cup flour and

½ cup firmly packed dark brown sugar to make crumb mixture

Sift together 2 cups flour

2 tsp baking powder

½ tsp soda 

½ tsp salt

Cream ½ cup butter with

8 oz. cream cheese, gradually adding 1¼ cup dark brown sugar; cream well

Blend in 2 unbeaten eggs and

1 tsp vanilla; beat well

Add ½ cup milk, alternately with dry ingredients; blend well after each addition

Mix in 1 cup or more dried blueberries

Turn into a 13x9x2-inch pan, greased on bottom. Sprinkle crumb mixture on top.

Bake at 350° F for 35 minutes
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Come to the Preview (2:00–3:30)!

Come to the Annual Meeting (3:30–4:00)!

June 1,  2008, Smith College Campus Center

This is our LAST MEGA QUORUM CALL FOR OUR ANNUAL MEETING. We hope this will be the

last Annual Meeting under the old bylaws. Those old bylaws require 50% plus 1 of all full members

of 5CLIR to attend the meeting in person, around 127 of us.

No quorum = no meeting. No meeting = no officers, no floor nominations to 

Council, no new bylaws, which would reduce the required quorum to a much 

more manageable 30% (about 76 of us).

Besides the quorum reduction and an attempt to introduce order and consistency, the most 

important bylaw changes aim to broaden participation of members in 5CLIR’s governance:

•  At the Council level, any five Council members can call a meeting of Council and approval

of proposed by-law changes requires only a majority of Council members present and

voting (in place of two-thirds). 

•  Membership meetings can be called at any time by a petition of 15% of members. 

•  Bylaw changes will  require approval by 60% of members present and voting,  instead of

two-thirds.

Also:

•  The  bylaw list of committees has  been reduced to Executive, Nominating, Finance  and

Curriculum. 

•  The bylaws describe  the  two  existing classes of membership, Full and  Associate, and

require that  Council give members prior  notice before creating or terminating other

classes, such as  the Trial Member experiment (which Council has just extended for

another year).

Otherwise, the new bylaws have a different “look and feel” because we opted to use the model

suggested by Roberts’ Rules of Order.

The version of the bylaws in the “5CLIR Bylaw and Election Guide” is the same one you were

emailed or mailed recently,  and is now on the 5CLIR website. This version is the result of a work-

ing committee consisting of Dottie Rosenthal, Chair, and Chuck Gillies; Bobbie Reitt; Rachel

Mustin; Charlie Klem and Mary Franks, with input from Arnold Friedmann,  Leo Sartori and me.

Significant changes resulted from comments received at our February 28 open meeting of Council

(to which you were invited) and March 14 meeting with 5CLIR Past Presidents. So many people

have been helpful in this process!

We need you. Please come to this Annual Meeting. Thanks.

----Wil Hastings
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Japanese Garden Tour by Ray Moore
Wednesday, May 28th, 2:00 p.m.

Ray Moore, an LIR member, has kindly offered to lead a guided tour of the beautiful Amherst

College Japanese Garden, Yushien.  The garden was  dedicated to Ray when he retired from his

professorship at Amherst College. 

Ray will also narrate a film about Joseph Hardy Niijima, the first Japanese person to be educated

outside of Japan – he graduated from Amherst College. (Even Niijima’s names have an interesting

origin.)

When: Wednesday, May 28th, 2:00 p.m.

Where: Meet in front of Webster Center, behind the Kirby Theater (accessible from Rte 116)

Parking: There is limited VISITOR parking outside the Kirby Theater (no permit needed)

See map: http://www.amherst.edu/map/Amherst_College_Map.pdf 

Carpooliing: A must, since alumni will be visiting the campus at this time...

Parking Problems
As you are aware, we are no longer able to park at Amherst College in the mornings, due to the
college’s increased use of the Alumni Lot by faculty, staff, and students. We are trying to find
solutions. Many of you replied to my emailed questionnaire regarding possible alternatives (e.g.
seminars on Saturday, seminars running from 3:00 to 5:00, parking in town parking lots), and I
am very grateful that you took the time to respond. Seminar spaces at Amherst College will be
reserved  in light of your replies, and you will be kept apprised of the situation.

In the meantime, please remember that it is a privilege to park at Amherst College, not a right.
After your seminar, you should vacate your parking space immediately. The permit is for you
to attend a seminar, not visit the campus center for coffee!

If you need to apply for a permit for a seminar, please don’t complain to the Campus Security
office that it is inconvenient to have to use the Alumni Lot. We are very lucky that we have
permission to use it. Unfortunately, we are getting a reputation for complaining. Please help us
to change our image, and when you go to pay that $65 parking ticket, do so with a smile!
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Great Decisions Picture Gallery 
by Ginny Christenson

Professor Stephen Watts, from UMass Amherst,

speaking on Iraq End-game.
Past-President of LIR Ted Belsky asks a question, while

Ruth Bridgens and Peg Bedell, among others, contem-

plate the reply.

An expectant audience awaits the speaker’s arrival.
Elsie and Bertram Bandman, ready to explain the

joys and challenges of becoming an LIR member.

Thank you, Philippe, for orchestrating such a successful Great Decisions series. A job well done!

Thanks, too, to photographer Ginny Christenson...who has many more wonderful pictures.

----Editor
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