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CALENDAR
November 2006

November 9, 2:30-4:30 pm
Council meeting

Five College HQ, Amherst

November 19, 2:00-4:00 pm
Meet the Moderators

Davis Ballroom, Smith College
Why not introduce a guest to LIR?

December 2006

December 7, 2:30-4:30pm
Curriculum Committee meeting

Five College HQ, Amherst

Friday, December 8
Close of registration for lotteried

spring semester seminars

AND

End of fall semester!

December 14, 2:30-4:30 pm
Council meeting

Amherst College Alumni House

Save the dates...
See inside, and also refer to the “green calendar” for

Special Programs information and details

November 2006

Wed, November 8 & 22, 11:30-1:30 pm
Genealogy Interest Group

Florence Savings Bank, Hadley Mall

Friday, November 10, 10:00-12:00 noon
Encore Presentations II:

”Fibonacci and the Shaping of Trees” by Bob Grant and

“Amherst Town Hall” by Charlie Klem

West Lecture Hall, Franklin Patterson Hall,
Hampshire College

Thursday, November 16, 1:30-3:30 pm
Travel Interest Group: ALASKA  

and A SURPRISE!
Highland Valley Elder Services, Florence

Friday, November 17, 1:30-3:30 pm
“First Aid and More”

Dakin Room, Cooley Dickinson Hospital, N’ton
**NOTE TIME CHANGE**

Thursday, November 30, 1:30-4:00 pm
Ingmar Bergman Film Series:

The Seventh Seal (see page 2)
Amherst College Campus Center Theater

December 2006

Thursday, December 28

Bergman Film Series’ Fanny and Alexander will

be shown January 25th, NOT Dec 28th.

POSTPONED until JANUARY 25, 2007
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November 10th Encore Presentations

T
he second program of Encore Presentations II will take place on Friday, November 10th, in the

West Lecture theater in Franklin Patterson Hall, Hampshire College, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00

noon. The two presentations will be Fibonacci and the Shaping of Trees by Bob Grant from the

seminar “Trees,” and  Amherst Town Hall by Charlie Klem from the seminar “Massachusetts

Buildings.”  Parking is available for us on the Hampshire College library lawn, opposite the Johnson

Library Center on “the bus circle.” You do not need to ring the LIR office to register!

Where: West Lecture Theater, Franklin Patterson Hall, Hampshire College.

When: Friday, November 10th, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

Parking: The “library lawn.”

Registration: None needed, just come along to the presentations.

LIR Book Club 

A newly organized LIR Book Club has had an overwhelming response. Membership had to be limit-

ed to 17 members, even though other members expressed interest in joining the group. Ruth Wade

is keeping a waiting list for individuals who may be interested in joining later in the year, if any open-

ings occur. The meeting dates for the remainder of the year are October 27, December 1, January

26, February 23, March 30, April 27, and May 25, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., and are held at members’

homes. The books being read are: The Brooklyn Follies; Mountains Beyond Mountains; Four Souls;

A Border Passage; Wuthering Heights; Guns, Germs and Steel; and Transit of Venus. Please get in

touch with Ruth (413-256-8876 or rkwade@comcast.net) if you are interested in the Book Club – or

– in starting a second LIR Book Club, using the names on Ruth’s wait list.

SOME SPECIAL PROGRAMS for NOVEMBER

Bergman Film Series presents The Seventh Seal

On Thursday, November 30, from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m., the LIR Ingmar Bergman Film Series will offer

The Seventh Seal (1956), in the Amherst College Student Union Basement Film Room. A Medieval

knight returns to Sweden from the Crusades to find the ravages of the Black Plague, which causes

him to begin to lose his faith in God.  He meets a black-clad man – Death – and plays chess with

him to extend his life, and to try to regain his faith before he dies.

Where: Amherst College Campus Center Theater.

When: Thursday, November 30, 1:30-4:00 p.m. (discussion after is optional).

Parking: To be advised: please ring the office (585-3756) if you plan to attend.

Registration: None needed, simply turn up for the film.
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason

Hall, Smith College, MA  01063.

Five College Learning in Retirement Sponsors Conference --

and Receives a Grant

G
ood News -- the Conference 5CLIR is planning (Joan Hastings coordinator) for April 14th,

2007, at Smith College, has received a grant of $7500 from Highland Valley Elder Services

to help with expenses. The title of the event is now: Aging Creatively: Choices After 50.

We are doing it as a community service to the region and as a way of getting our name out in con-

junction with Smith School of Social Work and Highland Valley Elders. More information will be avail-

able as the committee (Diedrick and Barbara Snoek, Bobbie and Pete Reitt, Wil Hastings, Mary

Franks and Frank Reilly, with Arnold as godfather) works on the details of workshops and presen-

ters, etc. Questions or suggestions for recruitment?  Contact Joan.

Read on... ---Joan Hastings

AGING CREATIVELY: CHOICES AFTER 50

The forthcoming LIR conference Aging Creatively: Choices After 50, organized by 5CLIR and spon-

sored by the Smith College School of Social Work and Highland Valley Elders Services, will be held

on Saturday, April 14, 2007, in Northampton, MA. The conference features Ronald Manheimer of the

North Carolina Center for Creative Retirement as the keynote speaker. In addition to the grant from

Highland Valley Elders Services, Smith College offers free space and publicity.

The conference will provide a public forum for discussions relating to the issues of aging. It will

include workshops, such as Financial Planning, Community Activism, Spirituality, Housing Options,

Caregiving, and Life-long Learning led by professionals. Joan Hastings, Conference Chairman for

Five College Learning in Retirement, expects about 200 people to attend -- those who are looking

for new options and opportunities as they enter the “third stage” of life. The conference will address

many of the physical, emotional and intellectual concerns that people have for themselves and their

loved ones as we all seek to define a healthy, long and rewarding life. A summary of the proceed-

ings will be compiled for electronic circulation.

For more information please feel free to contact Joan Hastings, Conference Coordinator, by email

joanhastings97@hotmail.com or by telephone (413-584-4957).

---Dorothy Rosenthal



4

5CLIR REPORTER          November 2006

Trip to Prague & the Czech Republic 
has a few open places for LIR members

The LIR seminar Prague & the Czech Republic is offering an exceptional, educational, cultural trip

to Prague & the Czech Republic, from May 31 through June 9, 2007.  First priority for places in the

travel group have gone to seminar members, but there are still a few places open for other LIR

Members, Associate Members, and/or guests.

The trip cost will be $2420 plus the special roundtrip group airfare from Boston of $1101.  NOTE: In

contrast to most international tours, the trip price includes all meals (except a lunch and dinner on

your free day in Prague) plus all daily excursions, admissions, transportation within the group itiner-

ary; all accommodations, a ticket for a performance of the Prague International Music Festival and

the full-time services of one of Prague’s finest guides, who has her PhD from Prague’s Charles

University (the national university) and who is a personal friend of LIR member and seminar mod-

erator Marybeth Bridegam. [Marybeth was the founder and former owner of Cross-Culture Inc, a

small-group cultural, educational, international travel company – known to area residents for the

excellent in-depth travel programs arranged for WFCR listeners.]  Enrollment is first-come, first-

served. Contact Marybeth if you would like a copy of the daily itinerary, if you have any questions

about the trip, and/or if you are interested in enrolling for the trip – at 413-253-9562 or

bmarybeth@comcast.net.

---Marybeth Bridegam

Quabbin and Hetch-Hetchy Reservoirs
Art Exhibit at Mount Holyoke College

There is an interesting exhibit on Quabbin and Hetch-Hetchy Reservoirs this fall (through December

17) at the Mount Holyoke College Art Museum. Bob Romer (LIR member) and Betty Romer (art

museum guide at Mount Holyoke and Springfield) were instrumental in locating many of the items

now on display – before, that is, heading off on their round-the-world adventure in September (7,000

mile train ride across Russia included). 

The Swift River valley (from which Quabbin was created) and the Hetch-Hetchy valley in Yosemite

National Park are similar in that both were taken in the early 1900s to supply drinking water to a dis-

tant city – Boston in one case, San Francisco in the other.  Beyond that basic similarity, the stories

of the two valleys are very different.  Hetch-Hetchy was a beautiful wilderness; the Swift River water-

shed was occupied by four towns – Dana, Enfield, Greenwich, and Prescott – none of which now

exists. The Mount Holyoke exhibit features two famous Albert Bierstadt paintings of the Hetch-

Hetchy before it was flooded and numerous old photographs showing life in the “lost towns” of

Quabbin. In addition, there are many old maps, charts, and aerial photographs of the Quabbin area

(mostly on loan from the walls of the Romers’ home) and two Quabbin photographs that Bob took

this summer – his first-ever appearance, he observes, in an art museum!

---Bob Romer



5

5CLIR REPORTER          November 2006

From the Public Relations Committee...

Last Spring we made a special effort to ask members to invite friends and neighbors to the Spring

“Meet the Moderators.” You all cooperated beautifully and over 90 people attended, with more than

50 new members signing up this fall. Now comes the November 19th "Meet the Moderators" and we

suggest again that you invite friends to come (see time and place elsewhere in this Newsletter). This

is the best time of year for people to join us and the collective enthusiasm of the members puts our

best foot forward.

--- Chuck Gillies and Jim Scott, Co-chairs

Some of the new members who joined us this semester: Jeff Caplan, Harold Pilskaln,

& Isabelle Pilskaln, captured at the new members’ reception at Northampton Lathrop.

---photo courtesy of Chuck Gillies
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