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CALENDAR...
November 2008

Thursday, Nov 6th, 12:30–2:00 p.m.
Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein

Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact: Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060)

Thursday, Nov 6th, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Curriculum Committee meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Friday, Nov 7th, 1:00–3:00
3rd Opera Prep Workshop with Ped Bedell

Mt Tom Room, Easthampton Lathrop
(For those who have already registered!)

Fridays, Nov 7, 14, 21, 1:30–3:30
French conversation with Judith Pool

Room 114, UMass Continuing Educ Bldg,
Venture Way, Hadley

(contact Judith @ 586-2190) 

Thursday, Nov 13th, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Council meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Thursday, Nov 13th, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Knitting Circle with Sue Gerstle

35 New South Street, Northampton
(contact: Sue Gerstle 341-3519)

Friday, Nov 14th, 10:00–12:00 noon
Lecture Series – Ray Moore (Part I):

Japan’s Relations with the West, 1850–1945
West Lecture Hall, Franklin Patterson Hall,

Hampshire College
(contact: Larry Ambs 545-2539)
Park across from Johnson Library

November  2008 continued

Saturday, Nov 15, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Aging Wisely Conference

“Choices After 50”
Smith College Campus Center

**Spaces available**
**Call Callie (585-3756) to register**

Thursday, Nov 20th, 4:00–5:30 p.m.
NOTE new time and venue for this month

Travel Interest Group:
Marybeth Bridegam on The Galapagos, 

Peru's Andes & Machu Picchu
Florence Savings Bank, Hadley Mall

(contacts: Philippe & Syma Meyer 549-6507
email: baboum1@aol.com)

Friday, Nov 21st, 10:00–12:00 noon
Lecture Series –Ray Moore (Part II): 

Japan & the US: Partners for Democracy &
Economic Growth

West Lecture Hall, Franklin Patterson Hall,
Hampshire College

(contact: Larry Ambs 545-2539)
Park across from Johnson Library

Sunday, Nov 23, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Spring Preview: Coming Attractions

Distribution of spring seminar catalog!
Amherst College Alumni House

ALL WELCOME

November 26th, 27th, 28th
Office closed for Thanksgiving

LIR Book Club
Contact Sheila Klem 548-7945 for informa-

tion on this month’s meeting date & place 
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Letter from the President of 5CLIR, Leo Sartori

Our 20th anniversary Gala has come and gone; the unanimous opinion is that it was a great

success. I will not dwell on the Gala at length because Nina Scott has written an excellent

account that appears in this issue. But I do want to thank Honoré David one more time for

her inspired leadership of the Gala committee. Can we sign you up for the 25th, Honoré?

Our second Aging Wisely conference will take place on Saturday, November 15. It is not too

late to register, although the deadline for early registration has passed.

At this writing, about 75 people have registered; we need more attendees to make the event

the success it deserves to be. Joan Hastings and her committee have arranged a diverse and

attractive set of workshops for us. Unfortunately, we did not receive the grant from the

Community Foundation for which we had applied. But the surplus from last year’s confer-

ence will tide us over.

The Curriculum Committee has put together a tempting slate of seminars for next 

semester. If you are still thinking about moderating a seminar, contact Sara Wright or Joan

Laird, the committee co-chairs.  Keep in mind that a healthy supply of seminars is what

keeps our organization vibrant! The Special Programs and January Programs committees

have also come up with an attractive set of offerings for the spring, and of course we will

once again be offering the ever popular Great

Decisions program. 

Best wishes for the holidays.

Leo

Note from the Editor: 

Inside this newsletter you will find your invitation to the Spring Preview, which will be held

on Sunday, November 23rd, at the Amherst College Alumni House, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Please start thinking of friends that you would like us to invite, or that you could bring along

on the day.

The office will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday,

November 26th, 27th and 28th. 

Many of you have asked when the spring semester will begin: seminars will begin the week

of Monday, February 9th, and run for 11 weeks – the 11th week is booked as a snow date

The deadline for the December newsleaflet is Wednesday, November 19th (to allow for

Thanksgiving).  -- Callie
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason

Hall, Smith College, MA  01063. Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.

Bits and Pieces

LAST CHANCE FOR LAGGARDS!   

Our Aging Wisely conference is coming up on 
Saturday, November 15th,

and everyone who wants to go needs to sign up 
IN ADVANCE. 

Please go to our web site, www.5clir.org, click on the  
conference link and print out the registration form. Fill it in,  

choosing your workshops (some have closed already because of  
oversubscription) and mail to Callie (address is on the form) 

with your check as soon as possible.
You may also call Callie at the office (585-3756).

************

The TECH Committee 

would be interested to hear from any LIR member who has had
experience of managing/designing websites.

Please call Philippe Meyer (549-6507).

*************

Knitting, Crocheting or Embroidery Projects

Are you interested in a needlework and discussion group which
would meet in Amherst? Participants would work on their 

knitting, crocheting or embroidery projects 
while enjoying the company and conversation of other LIR folk. 

The sessions would be on Tuesday afternoons. 
Please call Barbara Carpino (549-2713) to express your interest in

joining and your desired frequency of meetings. 
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...and more announcements

TRAVEL INTEREST GROUP: the venue (time and location) for the next session (November

20) will be unusual: 4:00P.M. at the Florence Savings Bank’s community room in the Hadley

Mountain Farms Mall. Please do not park immediately in front of the bank: we are asked to

leave this area for banking customers. There is plenty of other space for parking in the lot.

Because of the late start we will have only one speaker, but what a speaker: Marybeth

Bridegam herself on The Galapagos, Peru's Andes & Machu Picchu.

-- Philippe Meyer (549-6507)

*************

Coffee and Lunch in Amherst

I had a great response to my request for recommendations of places to have coffee or lunch

in Amherst. Before parking became such a problem at Amherst College, the Campus Center

used to be a favorite hangout for post-seminar musings, but we now have time-sensitive

parking permits and cannot stay parked on campus while we enjoy a bite to eat. Here are

your suggestions and comments...personally, I am warming up the car for a trip to Amherst! 

Nina Scott kicked off the flood of emails and recommended The Black Sheep and Amherst

Coffee for coffee; she likes the Monkey Bar and Crazy Noodles for lunch, and the Black

Sheep’s sandwiches. Crazy Noodles is close to the AC campus, across from the Town Hall.  

Ruth Kosiorek says, “Just about ANY place in Amherst is great! From the obvious Judie's
to the Black Sheep Deli, every place on Main Street, and down all the alleyways and side
streets - they're ALL good, offering different cuisines and prices. It's fun to explore!!!!!!!” 

Eleanor Shattuck offers the following: “As for places to eat in Amherst: Amherst Coffee (or
maybe they call it Northampton Coffee which it is a relative of) across from the Jones
Library on Amity Street. Also the Henion Bakery on Main St. and Judies (plan on a longer
time for lunch there - at least an hour - but worth it). 

Arnold Friedmann says a good place for lunch is the Amherst Chinese restaurant on Main
St. “They always have room, and their lunch is one of the few bargains left.”

Margot Vignet is a fan of The Black Sheep on Main Street (not far from AC), which has a
vast sandwich menu, also salads and sometimes soup. She also mentions Eleanor’s favored
coffee shop and the various restaurants and Starbucks all clustered on the two streets at
the center of Amherst.    

Bob Romer tells us that although there are lots of places in Amherst for a cup of coffee

(Black Sheep, Amherst Coffee, Rao's), tables are generally monopolized by students who

buy a cup of coffee and settle in for the afternoon with their laptops. His lunch favorite is

Amherst Chinese: “Lunch specials are great and you can stuff yourself rather nicely for

about $6-7.”

Thanks to all of you who contributed!
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Twentieth Anniversary Gala, October 4, 2008

Looking around the room at the finery of the more than 100 members of 5CLIR and their

spouses who attended the Gala, one could only say with satisfaction, “We cleaned up real

good.”

The evening was New England Indian summer at its best, and the view from the eleventh

floor Marriott Room of the UMass Campus Center was breathtaking, not only early, before

the sun had set, but also later, when the lights of the campus and the town sparkled through

the large windows.  It was an excellent choice of site, as there was plenty of room for the

attendees to mingle over wine and hors d’oeuvres before the dinner. “Jazz Sketches”

played comfortable background music, the generous gift of Sue Ellen Bisgaard, who had

won the group’s services at a silent auction and donated them to our event, even though

she is not a 5CLIR member.

Honoré David and her committee (Kathy Coulombe,

Mary Franks, Arnold Friedmann, Sheila Klem, Leo

Sartori, Eleanor Shattuck, Sara Wright, and Naomi

Yanis) had outdone themselves in planning the event,

as well as decorating the tables with fall colors,

especially the pots of bright yellow chrysanthemums

which were later given away to one lucky winner at

each table.

Trust Honoré to do things with class – always. The

menu she had chosen was delicious, and the food was

served with grace and efficiency by the staff.  I am

still dreaming about the truffle cake we had for

dessert.  For the price of admission, we got one great

deal!

The program was perfect for the occasion, and President Leo Sartori handled the events

so seamlessly that he has obviously missed his calling as an emcee.  Among the guests of

honor were State Senator Stan Rosenberg; Five Colleges, Incorporated’s Executive

Director Lorna Peterson and

Director of Progam Planning

and Development  Nancy Goff;

Hampshire College President

Ralph Hexter; and former and 

(...continued on page 6)
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present Office Managers Karen Tatro and Callie Orszak. Stan Rosenberg

and Ralph Hexter extended greetings and congratulations on this occasion,

while Lorna presented Leo with a framed citation commemorating 20 years

of cooperation between our two institutions.

Since we were celebrating our history, Eleanor

Reid, one of the founding mothers, described for

us what the initial years of 5CLIR were like, made

all the easier to follow by the beribboned yellow

scrolls which waited at each member’s place set-

ting. This was a listing of past officers and their

dates of service, and important events and

changes in the  life of the organization – the fruit

of many, many hours of labor by Sheila Klem.

Actors Dee Waterman and Joe Donohue regaled us with a

dramatic and very funny reading of An LIR Kind of Love, a

skit adapted and directed by Ed Golden for this occasion.

Pete Reitt, CEO of “Nutcracker Productions,”closed the evening’s

entertainment with a splendidly done visual retrospective

(sound effects and all), which brought back many poignant and

humorous moments.  Prehaps Pete will share this in the future

with other members who were unable to attend the Gala.                           

However fine the celebration, it was nevertheless undercut with a note of great sadness, as

Jerry Rosenthal and Manny Rubin (husband of Serene Rubin) had both succumbed to cancer

on the previous day. We extend our sympathy and love to Dottie Rosenthal and Serene

Rubin.  Kathy Coulombe took the yellow mums she had won to Serene at the Sunbridge

facility, where she is recuperating from a stroke she suffered in June.  We are there for each

other in good times and in bereavement, and maybe that’s the best thing of all to be cele-

brating.

-- Nina M. Scott

Pictures courtesy of Jim Scott

(5CLIR Gala, continued from page 5)
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Five College Learning in Retirement

5CLIR SPRING PREVIEW:

COMING ATTRACTIONS
(formerly “Meet the Moderators”)

Come and meet 

the spring semester moderators

Sunday, November 23, 2008, 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Amherst College Alumni House

Light refreshments

will be served

PLEASE BRING A FRIEND (or TWO!)

****Catalogs will be mailed to members unable to attend****

Spring Seminar Catalog available for early registration!

Moderators on hand to promote their seminars!

Special Programs, Summer and January Programs!

*** Great Decisions information will be available ***
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