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CALENDAR
of EVENTS

October 2006

Friday, October 6th
Reception, 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Hickory Ridge Country Club

Friday, October 13th
Reception for New Members

2:30-4:30 p.m.
Lathrop Community Meetinghouse,

Bridge Road, Northampton
RSVP by Monday, 2nd October

Friday, October 27th
Fall Moderators’ Reception, 2-4 p.m.

Mt Tom Room, 
Easthampton Lathrop

AND

Deadline for Spring Semester
Seminar Proposals

Contact Bobbie Reitt or Sheila Klem,
Curriculum Committee Co-Chairs

584-8779  or 548-7945

A sampling of upcoming
special programs...

October 2006 

Wednesday, October 4th, 11:30-1:30
Viewpoints Discussion Group

Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence
Ring Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060

Friday, Oct. 6th, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Encore Presentations II

Dottie Rosenthal: Psalm 137 & its Legacy
Chuck Gillies: The Americans Come to France

(Literature of WWI)
West Lecture Hall, Franklin Patterson Hall,

Hampshire College
Ring Callie @ 585-3756 to say you are coming

Wednesday, Oct. 11th & 18th, 11:30-1:30 
Genealogy Interest Group

Florence Savings Bank, Hadley Mall
Ring Jono Hanke @ 549-0888

Thursday, October 26th, 1:30-4:00 p.m.
Ingmar Bergman Film Series  

Amherst College Campus Center theater
Ring Shlomit Cheyette @ 586-1374

Friday, October 27th 1:30-3:30

Book Interest Group

Ring Ruth Wade @ 256-8876
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Letter from the President, Arnold Friedmann

Seminars have started, lots of special programs have started, and 5CLIR is doing what

we are all about : Learning in Retirement, and participation in many activities organ-

ized by our members. The past two months have been busy with many ongoing proj-

ects and several new ones. 

We are again meeting with officials from Hampshire College to discuss our  possible

involvement in their planned residential community for senior citizens. Hampshire

College would give us two dedicated seminar rooms, use of a large general purpose

assembly room, and possibly a branch office for us on the new premises. The planned

community of 102 units would stress learning as one of the key themes used to attract

residents. A presentation to the Council will take place in the near future. Naturally,

some Council members have raised questions, but in general there is strong support

for this future possibility. It is clear to us and to all concerned, that nothing will change

our association with the Five Colleges, and nothing will change with our organization. 

We have started a history project, which hopes to record the history of our organiza-

tion in time for our 20th anniversary in the year 2008. The project will be undertaken

by Janet Gillies.

We have made good progress with the planned conference on "Creative Aging," which

will take place on April 14th, 2007, sponsored jointly by 5CLIR and Smith College

School of Social Studies. We are happy to have received a grant from Highland Valley

Senior Services to support the conference. The grant will permit us to invite a number

of attendees who would not be able to attend the conference without that support. The

conference has been proposed by, and is chaired by, Joan Hastings.

The Dreyfus lecture received the endorsement of the Council and will take place at the

JCA ( Amherst Jewish Community) Hall on October 29th, open to all members.
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We have not made much progress in our attempt to raise outside funding, but we are

working on it. Obviously grants or any kind of funding take time, and there is no assur-

ance that we shall succeed.

Council member Nina Scott has agreed to chair this year's nominating committee.

Council member Wil Hastings has agreed to help us straighten out some procedural

problems with our by-laws, and Wil has also been kind enough to help me in negotiat-

ing with Hampshire College. Chuck Gillies agreed to chair a small committee to clarify

the status of associate members, and Eleanor Shattuck has agreed to head a small ad

hoc committee to evaluate  our monthly newsletter.

Other activities were the beginning of a liaison undertaken by Dottie Rosenthal and

Eleanor Shattuck between 5CLIR and other EIN groups. The first of several brief arti-

cles about our group was already submitted and accepted for the national EIN posting.

We hope to invite some members of other Life Long Learning groups in the region to

meet with us, and perhaps participate in some activities. We also plan to have a dele-

gation go to the next EIN conference scheduled for early June 2007.

All of this means that I have been very busy with 5CLIR matters; and I did not even

mention the library problem, and involvement with other standing committees such as

our Meeting Committee, chaired by Kathy Hazen. I hope that many people will come

to the social event scheduled at the Hickory Ridge Golf Club on October 6th. And I

hope that all new members, as well as officers and Council members will come the new

members’ reception on October 13th.

We have had two meetings of the Executive Committee and plan to continue our meet-

ings every other month. This, we hope, will lighten the load of decisions to be made by

the Council. With all committees represented by their chairs at Council meetings, the

agenda tends to get very crowded, and some problems can be taken care of by the

Executive Committee.

I shall continue to report actions taken by the Council and by the executive committee

in future newsletters, and I shall continue to do whatever I can to make our organiza-

tion run well for the benefit of our membership.

--- Arnold Friedmann

President of 5CLIR
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Curriculum Committee Hails Start of Semester

Urges Proposals for Spring!

The fall semester is now underway with 23 seminars being conducted in over 16 sites

in the Five College area. Feedback from several moderators indicates that the wide

range of topics, commitment by veteran LIR members, and the eager involvement of

some 50 new LIR members show promise of a rich shared learning experience. In all,

212 of our 234 fulltime members are enrolled in seminars ranging from Animal Rights

to The Symmetry of Arithmetic.  

The responsibility for the peer seminar program rests on the collective shoulders of the

Curriculum Committee which administers this core component of the 5CLIR program.

The committee is already deeply involved with the recruitment of moderators for the

spring semester, with our deadline for proposals October 27, coming up soon. At the

August and September meetings preliminary proposals were reviewed, but as the win-

dow for this process shrinks daily, the committee urges members to submit descrip-

tions of potential seminars, either by completing the proposal online by visiting the

website, www5clir.org, or by securing a proposal form through the office, a Curriculum

Committee member, or a moderator of a current seminar. The Curriculum Committee

will assist in finding co-moderators if requested. Remember, you do not need to be an

expert in a given field to moderate a successful seminar: a passion for the topic and a

good sense of organization will ensure a lively shared learning experience!

Liaisons from the Committee serve as links to each moderator, available to assist in

any stage of the seminar process, from development of a proposal to ongoing situa-

tions that may arise during the semester. Moderators receive feedback from partici-

pants through a mid-term feedback form generally distributed within the seminars by

the fifth week: this gives the moderators valuable input that might serve to modify the

direction of the seminar during the remaining weeks.

The Curriculum Committee hosts a Moderators’ Reception each semester which has a

two-fold purpose: an expression of appreciation to current moderators and an oppor-

tunity to share experiences, problems, and tips with one another and the Committee.

Each moderator is encouraged to invite to this event someone from the seminar who

may be a potential moderator. This semester’s Moderators’ Reception will be held

October 27, from 2 to 4, in the Mt. Tom Room at Lathrop, Easthampton.

Another function of the Committee is to prepare a catalog describing the seminar offer-

ings for each semester. The spring catalog will be distributed at the Meet the

Moderators event, scheduled later this fall for November 19 at Davis Hall on the Smith

College Campus. At this time, LIR members will have an opportunity to discuss upcom-
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ing seminars with the moderators and receive handouts unique to each.  The

Curriculum Committee works twice a year in conjunction with the Meetings Committee

to provide an informative as well as social experience as the showcase for our semi-

nars.

Additional responsibilities of this committee include updating, maintaining, and distrib-

uting a Manual for Moderators, most recently revised during the summer of 2005.

These manuals offer guidance to moderators for the design and implementation of a

seminar and are available at the LIR office.  The Curriculum Committee also oversees

the seminar registration process and conducts a lottery if necessary for any seminars

that are over-subscribed.

Committee members serve staggered three-year terms, a practice that provides conti-

nuity to this very key function within the organization.  At present, the committee is full,

but no waiting list exists to call upon in the event of a vacancy this year.  Anyone inter-

ested in volunteering for membership on the Curriculum Committee is encouraged to

contact Callie, and your name will be placed on a waiting list.    

---2006—2007 Curriculum Committee

Sheila Klem and Bobbie Reitt, Co-Chairs

Curriculum Committee members:

Bert Bandman, Elsie Bandman, Peg Bedell, Shlomit Cheyette, Roger Coulombe,

Bob First, Kathy Hazen, Ruth Hooke, Joanne Kayser, Joan Laird, Anne Lombard,

Frank Reilly, Serene Rubin, Rebecca Sullivan, Sara Wright

Past-President Dorothy Gorra and President Arnold Friedmann

chat withLIR members.                    --photo by Sheila Klem
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“Adventures in Ethnic Eating”

The “Adventures in Ethnic Eating” group met for the first time on September 20th at

the Jones Library. We decided to meet monthly at various ethnic restaurants in the

local area for a meal featuring the “specialties of the house.”  In conjunction with the

meal we will ask the chef or owner to talk about the food we are eating and a bit about

the country of its origin.

The day of the week and time will vary depending on the restaurant chosen. The coor-

dinator of the month, along with the chef, will determine the menu. Some choices will

be available. The meals will be a fixed price for everyone, based on the cost, plus tax

and gratuity, payable in advance to the coordinator. A reservation must be made with

the coordinator at least a week before the date set so that we can notify the restaurant.

Because of limited seating capacity at some places, group members have  priority for

reservations on a “first come first served” basis.  If there is room, others may be added

by calling the coordinator. Details will be announced monthly.  The schedule:

October 12th 5:30 pm Baku Restaurant Syma Meyer

November 7th 5:30pm Zen Restaurant Eleanor Shattuck

December 7th (Time/place to be announced) Lise Armstrong

We hope there will be continued interest in this Special Programs group so we can

keep going in the spring semester.  There are many ethnic restaurants in our area.

---Serene Rubin

...and yet more food...

All copies of the cookbook Around the Jewish Table have been sold thanks to the 

people who attended the Annual Meeting of LIR in June. It is possible to print another

batch if people are interested in purchasing  the cookbook. It makes a delightful gift for

any occasion and the holidays will come sooner than we think.

The cost is $6.00 a copy, with the proceeds going to the LIR Membership Assistance

Fund. We need to have orders for at least 25 copies to make this second print run fea-

sible. Orders must be pre-paid. If you are interested, please call me at 253-3213 or

email me at  gank@music.umass.edu.    Make your check payable to LIR  with the note

“Cookbook” on the bottom line.  Mail it to:  Serene Rubin, 164 Aubinwood Rd. Amherst,

MA 01002. The deadline for orders is October 31st. 

---Serene Rubin  

Seminar Leader for “Around The Jewish Table,”  Spring 2005
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In the soup (or not in the soup, as the case may be)...

If you were lucky enough to get the Around the Jewish Table cookbooklet and decide

to make the mushroom-barley soup, DON'T FORGET TO ADD THE  BARLEY AT THE

SAME TIME AS THE WATER OR STOCK. (My head is like Swiss cheese, full of holes,

and I forgot to write it in the recipe.) Sorry  about   that. I hope you'll try it. This soup is

delicious.     ---Syma Meyer

Travels: past and future plans 

In perusing the many new special programs offered this fall, I noticed that there may

be some confusion as to the function of the Travel Interest Group (Syma and Philippe

Meyer, coodinators) and the Trip Interest Group, which I am heading up. The Travel

Interest Group meets to discuss trips LIR members have taken, useful tips to share,

etc., whereas the Travel Interest Group will look into organizing overnight trips of cul-

tural, educational and historic interest to 5CLIR members.

There will be an initial meeting of the TRAVEL Interest Group on Oct. 20, 2-4 P.M., at

the Florence Savings Bank Community Room in Hadley, at which time we will discuss

possible destinations (Hudson Valley, Art Museums of New England, Canadian

Stratford Shakespeare Festival, Finger Lakes, etc.).

Contact Nina Scott at nmscott@spanport.umass.edu for more information, or if you're

interested in joining us.

Jean Unger’s Paintings

At Jean Unger’s memorial service, some of her paintings, which many of us admired,

were on display. These paintings are available for purchase at very reasonable prices.

A complete visual record of all her paintings on paper and on a CD (on which she talks

about them) is available for viewing at the LIR office. For further information, please

call Cliff Matthews at 586-5727.  Jean’s nephew, Terry Steiner, may be reached at 508-

393-7874 to discuss purchasing any paintings.

---Cliff Matthews
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Eleanor Reid

Late in September Newsweek put out a special issue focusing on the stresses and

successes of contemporary women who try to balance career and family. The authors

should have talked to Eleanor: she raised four daughters in a two-career academic

household. “I went back to work in 1948, after having my first child,” she said.  “We had

to get Isaac through Juilliard.”  Her field is Social Work, her husband Isaac’s music.

A Presbyterian minister’s daughter, born in West Virginia, Eleanor graduated from

Wellesley College in 1943, and later got an MSW from the University of Iowa. If you do

the numbers, you realize that she was combining career and family way ahead of the

curve, and she was good at what she did: teacher, administrator and mentor of stu-

dents enrolled at the University of Pittsburgh, then director of a mental health agency.

“I was born to be an administrator,” she reflected, “but I didn’t know it until my last ten

years on the job.” Eleanor was very successful in getting grants for her agency, but

these demanded constant expansion of her program, endless interviews with new

staff, etc., and after a few years she decided it was time to retire, especially since Isaac

was retiring as well. They moved to western Massachusetts because Eleanor had

spent summers in Williamsburg, and loved New England. Late in the 80s the Reids

spent two very happy years teaching in Taiwan.

She became involved in the fledgling LIR program in its second semester (Spring

1989) and literally became one of its “founding mothers.”  She served on the Council,

and was the fourth president (1994-94); as Vice President she was the first to begin

long-range planning. Those years were often fraught, as when Continuing Education

at UMass withdrew its sponsorship after the initial year. “Thank God Five Colleges

stepped in,” she said.  At the same time it was heady to be building LIR from scratch.

Because Eleanor had good administrative skills, she became Project Coordinator

(Callie’s position) for two years, a job she enjoyed doing. Back then the office had lim-

ited resources: “I typed and copied everything myself, and spent a lot of time on the

phone explaining to people what we were all about.”  When Karen Tatro succeeded

her, Eleanor was very pleased that Karen really valued what she had done.

Serving on the Curriculum Committee was Eleanor’s favorite LIR assignment. “That’s

when you really feel you’re at the center of things,” she said. She loves the wide array

of fascinating topics offered each semester, and fondly recalls Bill Gibson’s seminars

on The James boys (William and Henry), and the History of the English Language.

“That’s the glory of LIR: you can try all these things and even if you don’t do well, it

doesn’t matter. One way or the other you learn.”

Eleanor is very low key about her many accomplishments, but her strengths are known
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in the community. As Dave Moriarty’s wife, Bette, who knows Eleanor through Habitat

for Humanity, remarked to me: “She’s very intelligent, capable, and a great listener. She

looks at you with those wide eyes of hers, and yet you know that her computer is going

all the time.”

---Nina M. Scott

---photo by Nina Scott
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WEISSMAN CENTER ANNOUNCES FALL PROGRAM 

The Weissman Center for Leadership and the Liberal Arts at Mount Holyoke College

has announced its fall program under the theme of Migrations. The first even on

September 28th focused on the Quabbin and Hetch Hetchy Canyon Reservoirs with a

public lecture featuring  Tom Philp, Sacramento Bee editor and Pulitzer prize-winner;

Lawrence Buell, Professor of American Literature at Harvard University and award-

winning author; and Marge Bruchac, Abenaki, historical interpreter, author and story-

teller.This was followed by a program at Skinner Museum called Quabbin Reflections:

Stories from the Lost Towns on September 30th.

The next event in the series is called Un/Welcome Guests: Labor, Law, and the Politics

of Immigration and will be held on Thursday, October 26th at 7:30 p.m. in Gamble

Auditorium, Mount Holyoke College. Speakers for that event will be: Gordon Lee

Baum, CEO and Co-founder, Council of Conservative Citizens; Ester Nieves, Director,

Immigrant and Refugee Rights Division, American Friends Service Committee; and,

Flavio Risech-Ozeguera, Professor and Attorney, Hampshire College.

The fall series will conclude on Thursday, November 16th  with a program onf

Refugees, Rights, and Returns: Sudan and Beyond. The featured speaker for that

event will be Gloria White Hammond, M.D., Chair, Massachusetts Coaliltion to Save

Darfur and co-founder of My Sister’s Keeper.

All programs are free and open to the public. From time to time, the Weissman Center

invites a small number of members of 5CLIR to attend a pre-event reception and din-

ner. If you are interested in being on the list of potential invitees, please notify Callie

Kendall in the 5CLIR office. 

---Dorothy Rosenthal

Question to the Editor: Why do you send duplicate letters/announcements/

notices to folks who have the same address?  It would seem more economical to send

one copy to each address.                          ---The Puzzled Gymnast from Hadley

Answer: We could send some items this way, but if we drop below 200 pieces of mail,

we cannot use the bulk mailing rate -- which is MUCH cheaper.     --- Ed.



11

5CLIR Reporter               October Newsletter

Chuck Gillies moderating the US Constitution seminar that meets on Thursday

mornings this semester at Amherst College.

----photo by Charlie Klem

Have a very enjoyable

semester!
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