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CALENDAR 
 
1st September 
Curriculum 
Committee meeting 
 

8th September 
Council meeting 
 
 

14th September 
A/V Equipment 
Workshop 
 
 

16th September 
LIR Picnic 
 
 

26th September 
Fall Seminars Begin 
 
 

6th October 
Curriculum 
Committee meeting 
 
 

13th October 
Council meeting 
 
 

19th October 
Conversation: 
Slavery, details t.b.a. 

 
28th October 
Moderators’ 
Reception 
 
 
 

28th October 
Deadline for Spring 
2006 proposals 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Letter from the President 
 

Welcome to all after this hot, hot summer. 
May September bring cooler and 
invigorating weather. 
 
This year you’ll be provided with a 
permanent name tag and requested to 
wear it at all LIR functions, including 
seminars, with the hope that this will better 
enable members to learn each other’s 
name. 

Through Council action, a new committee has been formed 
combining those previously for computer, audio-visual and 
webmaster to be known as the Technology Committee, with Peter 
Reitt as Chair. This committee is sponsoring a workshop on 
September 14th at which the use of various equipment will be 
demonstrated. I hope you’ll want to learn how to use these exciting 
tools for enhancing seminars. 
 
Through the work of the ad hoc committee Next Step Task Force 
(NSTF), appointed by Jono Hanke last year, and under the 
chairmanship of Dorothy Rosenthal, we became aware of the wisdom 
of strengthening our ties to the Five Colleges, including some 
reciprocity on our part for what they do for us. You’ll be hearing more 
of this in the future, but elsewhere in this newsletter is information 
about the Weissman Center at Mount Holyoke College. 
 
The Council has established an ad hoc committee, Learning Through 
Community, chaired by Joan Hastings. I hope you’ll take the time to 
fill out the questionnaire included in this newsletter if you have an 
interest in finding a volunteer opportunity that suits you. 
 
Another NSTF result, in response to members’ concerns, is an 
expanded Special Events Committee to be known as the Special 
Programs Committee – until someone comes up with a catchier title. 
The Special Programs Committee will implement a variety of 
programs, such as lectures, lecture series, film series, book talks,  
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…continued from page 1… 
 
round-table discussions, interest groups, workshop presentations, as well as events for all, 
such as bus trips, sponsored by seminars. Janet Brongers, Chair, and her committee 
welcome suggestions. The first program will be a “wrap-up” on October 19th of last 
semester’s Slavery series. 
 
The Curriculum Committee has splendidly revised the Moderators’ Handbook. I urge all 
moderators to read this for some very useful suggestions on having a more successful 
seminar. 
 
I’ve found that a small group can meet weekly for ten weeks and not all know each other’s 
name. That is really a rather sad commentary on our interpersonal relationships. Can we 
change this? That is my challenge to you this year. 
 
Here’s to a rewarding year for us all, and I hope to see you at the “Picnic” at the Elk’s Lodge 
in Florence on September 16th. 
 

-----  Dorothy Gorra 
[photograph by Callie Kendall] 

 
MEET THE 2005–06 LIR COUNCIL OFFICERS  

 and COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

President: Dorothy Gorra 
Vice-President: Arnold Friedmann 
Past-President: Jonathan Hanke 

Secretary: Joyce Mazur 
Treasurer: June Guild 

Assistant Treasurer: Charles Klem 
 

Curriculum: Sheila Klem & Eleanor Shattuck 
Finance: June Guild 

January & Summer Programs: Gail Gaustad & Sally Lawton 
Learning Through Community (ad hoc): Joan Hastings 

Meetings: Joice Gare 
Membership: Helen Seyfert 

Special Programs: Janet Brongers 
Great Decisions (sub-committee): John Gaustad 

Technology (ad hoc): Peter Reitt 
Public Relations: t.b.a. 
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LECTURE SERIES to EXPLORE LAW and DIS/ORDER 
  
 
The Weissman Center for Leadership and 
the Liberal Arts at Mount Holyoke College 
is sponsoring a fall series of events on the 
theme of “Law and Dis/Order”. The first 
event will be a round-table on “New York 
Stories: The City Before and After 
September 11” to be held on Sunday, 
September 11, 2005 at 2 p.m. in Gamble 
Auditorium in the Art Museum at the 
college. Film maker Steve Rivo, Amy 
Goodman, “Democracy Now” host, and 
MHC history professor Daniel Czitrom will 
discuss how the terror attacks of 
September 11, 2001 have shaped their 
work and thinking about New York City. In 
conjunction with this discussion, there will 
be a memorial service at 4:30 p.m. on 
Chapel Green (or Abby Chapel in case of 
rain) to be co-sponsored by the Office for 
Religious and Spiritual Life. 
 

The second event of the series on 
Thursday, September 29 will be a panel 
discussion on “Shock and Awe: Law and 
Dis/Order in Iraq and Beyond” at 7 p.m. 
in Gamble Auditorium. The panelists will 
include: Jonathan Pyle, attorney working 
with detainees from Abu Ghraib prison, 
and James Bamford, author of The Puzzle 
Palace and Body of Secrets. 
 
Lois Brown, Director of the Weissman 
Center and Professor of English at Mount 
Holyoke College, has suggested that these 
and future events in the series may be of 
particular interest to members of 5CLIR. 
All events are free and open to the public. 
For further information, you may call the 
Weissman Center at 413-538-3071. We 
will keep you informed of future events in 
the series through the newsletter and/or 
5CLIR website. 

  ----- Dottie Rosenthal
 

 
     

HERE’S to YOUR HEALTH 
 

Summer heat and humidity may be fresh 
in your memory, but the Fall is now upon 
us, soon to be followed by winter cold and 
ills. Protect yourself by having the flu 
vaccine (and pneumonia vaccine, too, if 
you are eligible) in October, or as soon as 
possible. Respiratory infections are not 
only debilitating, but lethal to the 
vulnerable – that's us. So save yourself 

and others by avoiding people with colds 
and coughs.  
 
Your presence is wanted in every seminar, 
but stay home when colds and coughs 
happen to you. Don't pass them on. We 
don't want them. Instead, care for 
yourself at home. We want you back alive 
and well! 

   ----- Elsie Bandman
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SIGNS of SUMMER 
 

The Summer Programs proved a great success. Here are some snippets to remind 
you of those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer… 
 
How can summer be over so fast?  
Partly because we had so many LIR 
Summer Programs to take part in that 
we hardly had an uneventful week.   
 
We started out with a bang in early June 
at Arcadia, with a program by Mass 
Audubon experts and State 
Representative John Scibak who shared 
his concerns about our environment. 
Then we had hikes to a previously 
unknown (to us) Fitzgerald Lake 
Conservation area in Northampton and 
the Williamsburg Dam where we 
climbed over trees and learned so much 
about the dam and its history. A work 
session at a Habitat for Humanity site on 
Rte. 66 in Northampton, a Musicorda 
concert with music by Gershwin and 
Mark O'Connor, and plays at Chester 
and New Century Theatres filled out 
June and July.   
 
There was a slight glitch about where to 
meet for the Amherst College walking 
tour, but eventually all was solved. John 
Martin has so much knowledge to share; 
everyone who stayed was happy. The 
Wadsworth trip included a special 
exhibition tour which highlighted Monet's 
influence on American Impressionist 
artist Theodore Robinson. An expensive 
lunch in the café was another enjoyable 
part of a great day at the Museum. The 
open rehearsal at Tanglewood featured 
an interesting interaction between YoYo 
Ma, the orchestra, and conductor Marin 
Alsop. On the bus trip home, we had fun 
analyzing what had happened in that 
rehearsal. There were lots of opinions, 
but it was a rehearsal we will never 
forget. All had a fine day. 
 
Do you have ideas for the 2006 Winter 
and Summer programs? Would you like 

to be on the planning committee? Gail 
Gaustad and Sally Lawton are co-chairs 
of the 2006 programs and they welcome 
your ideas. Gail can be reached by 
telephone on 584-9255, and Sally at 
527-3579.                        -----Mary Franks 

    
…..off to Williamsburg Dam 

 

When the Williamsburg Dam was 
completed in 1865, it was 43 feet high,  
600 feet wide, and constrained 600 
million gallons of water. But the  
construction was shoddy. On May 16, 
1874, the dam burst. The resulting  
avalanche of water left 139 people 
dead, 740 people homeless and  
terrible destruction along the Mill River 
from Williamsburg to Northampton. 
    One hundred and twenty-six years 
after the Great Flood of 1874, 30  “LIR-
ers” visited the dam site. Ably led by Mr. 
Ralmon Black of the Williamsburg 
Historical Society, and undaunted by 
downed trees and steep slopes, we 
hiked to the top of the remains of the 
dam. Mr. Black showed us just where 
the dam had failed and pointed out the 
foundation of the caretaker's house.   
He told tales of heroism and terrible 
losses. We left having learned one of 
the great stories of local history. Those 
wanting to know more should read In 
the Shadow of the Dam by Elizabeth 
Sharpe.                         -----Gail Gaustad 

    
…..and Tanglewood 

 

The trip to the Saturday open rehearsal 
at Tanglewood on August 20th was 
the final event of an excellent series of 
Five College Learning in Retirement 
summer events. In addition to a full bus, 
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we had several LIR members who drove 
in their own cars. The Black Sheep Deli 
in Amherst offered a five-course picnic 
lunch (excellent food), which was a 
great addition to the day! 
 
The Boston Symphony Orchestra, under 
Marin Alsop, rehearsed the Barber Cello 
Concerto with Yo-Yo Ma, cello. There 
were quite a few interruptions (too 
many) by the conductor (of recent fame 
when her appointment to the 
Baltimore Orchestra brought objections 
from the members of the orchestra) 

and lively exchanges between her and 
Yo-Yo Ma. From the rear of the music 
shed it was hard to discern whether Yo-
Yo Ma was trying to help or whether 
he and Marin Alsop disagreed. Not the 
ideal way to enjoy listening to a 
Barber concerto, but certainly unusually 
interesting! The other major piece 
being rehearsed was Tchaikovsky's 
Symphony No. 5. The weather was not 
perfect, but at least it did not rain and 
everybody enjoyed the event. 
                             -----Arnold Friedmann 

 
 
 
…..then there was the Architectural Tour of Amherst College led by John Martin 
 
 

 
 

 
[photograph kindly provided by Sheila Klem]



5CLIR Reporter September 2005 

6 

 

Notes from the Office… 
 

 
 
…otherwise known as Callie Kendall. 
 
I’ve been lucky enough to speak to or meet 
quite a few LIR members since I took up the 
position of Office Manager for 5CLIR in Mason 
Hall. I hope that a lot of you will attend the 
picnic on the 16th as it would be great to put 
more faces to the names that I have become 
so familiar with. 
 
Since Karen Tatro left on the 1st July, I have 
been learning all about life with LIR. Eleanor 
Shattuck and Sheila Klem have very kindly 
given up their time to pass along to me all 
sorts of ideas for producing the newsletter, so 
any omissions in this first edition are down to 
me, and no one else! Eleanor and I spent 
several hours one day fine-tuning photographs 
and layouts – she is a marvel! 
 
Lots happening here..…………Joice Gare has  
kindly shared her name-tag expertise with me. 

Hy Edelstein may chuckle if you ask him about 
the database and our sessions in front of the 
computer extricating me from some difficulty I 
have fallen into when the database refused to 
do what I asked of it. He has been an 
enormous help in setting up streamlined 
systems that will leave me more time to attend 
to the needs of over 200 enthusiastic and 
energetic LIR members. While we are on the 
subject: I do hope that all of you who have 
email will check it regularly for messages from 
the LIR office – or indeed from other LIR-ers. 
 
I have spent the last 28 years living abroad: 10 
years in Africa and 18 in England, so you all 
have a lot to teach me about New England. 
My cat can’t understand the weather…              
 
 [photographs kindly provided by Hy Edelstein 
(p. 6); and Peter Reitt (p. 7)]

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

 "Slavery and Its Legacy: A Follow-up Conversation" 
Converse Hall, Amherst College, Wednesday, October 19th, 4:306:00 p.m. 

Reception follows 

A panel discussion with speakers from last year's series of symposia,  

with audience participation 


