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CALENDAR 

APRIL  
 Fri 8, 15, 22, and 29 – Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30 p.m. Contact: Judith 

Pool. 

 Thu 7 – Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30–2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein. No need to register! 

 Thu 7 – Executive Committee meeting, 1:15–2:00 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Thu 7 – Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 8 – Great Decisions: Climate Change, 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (noon), Northampton Senior 

Center, 67 Conz Street, Northampton  

 Mon 11 – 5CLIR Member Social Event featuring Dr. Thomas Perls, 4:00–6:00 p.m., Hadley 

Farms Meeting House, 41 Russell St, Hadley 

 Thu 14 – Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 15 – Great Decisions: Middle East: From the Arab Spring to the Rise of ISIS, 9:30 a.m.–12:00 

p.m. (noon), Northampton Senior Center, 67 Conz Street, Northampton  

 Fri 15 – Special Program: An April Afternoon of Poetry, 2:00–4:00 p.m., Rockridge Retirement 

Community, 25 Coles Meadow Rd, Northampton  

 Fri 15 – Special Program: Opera Prep with Peg Bedell, Donizetti’s Roberto Devereux, 2:00–3:00 

p.m., Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. Contact: Peg 

Bedell. No need to register! 

 Thu 21 – Special Program: Science Roundtable, Aerosols presented by Larry Ambs, 2:15–3:45 

p.m., Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. Contacts: John 

Armstrong and Larry Ambs. 

 Fri 15 – Great Decisions: Cuba and the U.S., 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (noon), Northampton Senior 

Center, 67 Conz Street, Northampton  

 Thu 28 – Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 29 –Great Decisions: The United Nations, 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (noon), Northampton Senior 

Center, 67 Conz Street, Northampton  
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 Fri 29 – Special Program: Opera Prep with Peg Bedell, Strauss’s Elektra, 2:00–3:00 p.m., 

Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. Contact: Peg Bedell. 

No need to register! 

MAY 
 Sun 1 – Annual General Meeting, 1:15–2:00 p.m., Carrol Room (upstairs), Smith College 

Campus Center, 100 Elm Street, Northampton 

 Sun 1 – Preview of Summer and Special Programs and Fall Seminars, 2:00–3:45 p.m., Carrol 

Room (upstairs), Smith College Campus Center, 100 Elm Street, Northampton 

 

Reminder 
5CLIR APRIL SOCIAL EVENT ON MONDAY, APRIL 11th

 

4:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the Hadley Farms Meeting House 

 

A wine & cheese social gathering and a presentation by Dr. Thomas Perls who will 

speak on “Lessons on Living”  

 

Dr. Perls, an entertaining and engaging speaker, is among the 

international leaders in the field of human exceptional longevity, 

responsible for numerous important findings in the field of aging. He is a 

professor at the Boston University School of Medicine and the founding 

director of the New England Centenarian Study, the largest study of 

centenarians and their families in the world.  

 

This is a free event but we ask members to attend only if they have 

sent an RSVP before March 18th.  

 

 

https://lli.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_lyftenbloggie&view=entry&year=2015&month=07&day=21&id=2:lli-spotlight-liz-tiley-manager-five-college-learning-in-retirement-northampton-mass-&Itemid=152
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, SHEILA KLEM 

As I write this, snow is blanketing the area in a veritable 

white-out. We all know that April can be fickle here, even in 

the Happy Valley.  In all other ways, however, spring at 5CLIR 

is blooming. 

 Most essentially, the office operations are running smoothly, 

what with our great luck in enticing Callie Kendall Orszak out 

of retirement as a temporary replacement for departing 

Office Manager Liz Tiley.  Callie spent several years in the position, and many of you are well 

acquainted with her.  Fortunately, Liz and Callie were able to spend a very full week together 

working in transition.  As Liz’s message to us all stated, her leaving was for a promising position 

heading an exciting new program at Smith Vocational School.  I’d like to believe that it was not that 

she loved us less…. 

Every year this particular spring period is full of challenging deadlines:  collection of Great Decisions 

registrations; allocation of seminar space for fall seminars; preparation of the catalog for our 

Preview on May 1; publication of the monthly newsletter; ongoing receipt of generous donations to 

the Campaign for the Future.  Callie is in all ways up to the challenge and is handling the job with 

her familiar good humor, grace, and skill.  We hope to have her with us into June, at which point a 

permanent successor will be hired.  Notices for the position have been posted by Five Colleges Inc. 

and will appear this coming weekend in the Hampshire Gazette as well as online sources.  Our hope 

is that the new hire will have some time in the office with Callie learning the LIR ropes. 

This past Friday saw a rousing turnout at the first of the Great Decisions series with a film on 

migration and accompanying lecture by Leyla Keogh of Hampshire College.  Thanks to Jeff 

Greenburg and his committee.  Next Tuesday, April 11, from 4 to 6 p.m. will be our social event of 

the year, featuring wine, cheese, and an inspiring talk by Dr. Thomas Perls.  See you at the Hadley 

Farms Meeting House.  Arrangements have been made by the Member Services Committee, co-

chaired by Gail Gaustad and Nancy Clune.   See the calendar in this newsletter for other events. 

Enjoy the remaining seminars, as we are well over half way into the semester.  Remember, too, that 

our Annual Meeting at 1:15 precedes the Preview on Sunday, May 1 at the Smith College Student 

Center.  

Sheila 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



5CLIR Reporter April 2016 

[4] 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW EMERITUS/A AUDITOR POLICY 

Emeritus/a Membership Category for Four Consecutive Semesters, Beginning Fall, 2016 through 

Spring, 2018.  (Accepted by Council, March 10, 2016) 

Purpose of Emeritus/a Membership  

Its purpose is to accommodate those long-standing members of LIR who feel they can no longer be 

active participants in seminars and yet wish to audit seminars.  At the same time, traditional 

standards will continue for the seminar program.  

 

Criteria of Eligibility  

To be eligible for Emeritus/a Membership, an individual must: 

 have a 4-year history of seminar participation in LIR.  

 pay for a Full Membership. 

 

Limitations 

A moderator may decide not to accept any auditors, or if willing, may determine the number to 

accept.  Such information will be designated in the seminar catalog description. An Emeritus/a 

Member may audit more than one seminar per semester but may not participate as an active 

member in other seminars. 

 

Application Procedure 

Prospective Emeritus/a Members will register for Full Emeritus/a Membership status by the  

lottery deadline, indicating choice of seminar from those labeled “open to audit.”  Emeritus/a 

Members are encouraged to rank order up to five seminar choices on the registration form. Once 

the Office Manager has assigned a seminar spot, she will contact the Moderator, who will consult 

with the Emeritus/a Member to establish the degree of participation in that particular seminar 

(discussion, etc.). 

 

Duration 

This Emeritus/a experiment will begin with the Fall, 2016 Semester and continue through Spring, 

2018 Semester. 

 

Evaluation 

By February 2018, the Curriculum Committee will report the effectiveness of the experiment to the 

5CLIR Council.  Council will determine whether a revision of the Bylaws would be warranted to 

continue the Emeritus/a Auditor membership class, in accordance with Article III Members,  

Sect. IV: 

“Council may create or terminate additional classes of membership only after notice of such action is 

provided to all 5CLIR voting members at least 15 days before the Council meeting at which such action 

is to be taken.” 
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APRIL AFTERNOON OF POETRY ON FRIDAY, APRIL 15TH  

2:00 p.m. at Rockridge Community Room 

 

The annual "April Afternoon of Poetry" with Leslea Newman as special guest and 15 LIR members 

reading their original poetry will be held at Rockridge Community Room.  Ms. Newman was a past 

Poet Laureate of Northampton and is well known for her children's books and poetry.  Her newest 

book, I Carry My Mother, is a poetic tribute to her mother from which she will read four entries.  She 

will have books available and will also sign a book you may already own.  Bob Barker is Master of 

Ceremonies and Ina Luadtke and Kay Klausewitz, Co-Chairs of the Special Programs Committee, are 

facilitators.  Rockridge Community is located at 25 Coles Meadow Road off North King Street in 

Northampton. 

 

ENCORE PRESENTATIONS 

Encore presentations this spring are scheduled for 11:00A.M.–1:00P.M. in the lower level meeting 

room at Applewood Retirement Community, One Spencer Drive, Amherst. People who have 

questions can contact Larry Ambs or Katy van Geel. Please park on Spencer Drive, not in the 

parking lots. 

A note to Applewood residents: You are all welcome, come join us! 

May 6th  

GEOGRAPHY OF THE SILK ROAD 
Elizabeth Davis 

Today’s news includes China, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Iran, Iraq, Syria, 

Lebanon and Turkey. Those countries were all along the ancient Silk "Road." We will look at the 

geography across almost 5,000 miles from China to Turkey. What did the travelers and traders 

have to cope with as they passed through mountain ranges, deserts, rivers and fertile valleys? How 

long did their journeys take? How did the geography affect the routes taken? How does the geog-

raphy of this immense region impact our understanding of today’s countries along the route of the 

Silk "Road"? 
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ENCORE PRESENTATIONS CONTINUED 

 
FLORA OF THE SILK ROADS 

Sherry Wilson 

Tea and rice famously came from China along the Silk Road. Surprisingly, so did apples. Azaleas and 

tree peonies also traveled from east to west along the trading routes, starting back centuries ago. 

Plant hunters today still scour the mountains of China and Central Asia to find new ornamental 

plants for our gardens. But the Silk Road was a two-way street. Pistachios and grapes found their 

way to China, as did watermelon. And the famous Opium Wars of the 19thcentury were instigated 

by Westerners trying to convince the Chinese to swap opium for tea. 

The internet, malware, DoS attacks, email, phishing sites, web browsers, OS X, IOS, Android, tablets, 

2-in-1s – what is all this electronic stuff we are all confronted with daily? How do we deal with it all 

especially as it rapidly changes (does anyone still remember Windows 95 or Windows 98 or 

Windows ME or the iMac G3)? Remember when no one at LIR used any electronic tools at all to 

present? 

 

To try to help make technical electronic stuff useful and pertinent to our members, LIR is 

reformulating the Technology Committee (it has been hibernating for a couple years). We want to 

make our members able to feel comfortable using technology and not have it only create frustration. 

We would also like to try to use technology in a more advantageous manner particularly in creating 

our presentations. We will try to make access to technological help much easier though our own 

members and perhaps alleviate the burden our grandkids are feeling. We have a wealth of 

knowledge in our group and we need to find an efficient way to distribute it. 

 

Please consider becoming a member of this resurrected committee. You really need not be a 

technological guru to help us – we need members who are aware of the common frustrations with 

technology. The committee sign-up sheet will be in your packets at the upcoming Preview, May 1, 

2016! 

 

J. Peter Reitt, Temporary Chair 
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We would like to arrange a bus because several people indicated they would prefer a bus to making 

their own arrangements. The final per person cost will be determined by the number of people who 

go. The cost of the bus is estimated to be $20–30, cheaper for more people. The bus has 47 seats so 

when it is full, no more can be accepted. 

If you would like to reserve seats, please e-mail Gary Roodman or Kay Klausewitz.  

Let us know by April 15: 

_____the number of tickets you plan to purchase (you may bring a non-LIR person). 

_____whether you prefer to provide your own transportation in lieu of riding our charter bus. 

We will let you know the exact amount to submit to Callie at the LIR office when we know how many 

people to expect. Deadline for ticket reservation is April 15. Questions? E-mail us or call. Remember, 

space at the theater and on the bus is limited. First responses get priority. 

Fiorello! has been chosen as the first offering for 

the newly formed Theater Group. It is a Pulitzer- 

and Tony Award-winning musical. The play 

looks at Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia and his battle 

for the people of NYC. Battling against the 

corrupt, political puppets of NYC, Fiorello vows 

to clean up the Big Apple. Director Bob Moss 

says, “The music is toe-tappingly delightful, the 

characters are richly drawn and a story about 

good guys is desperately needed in today’s jaded 

and vitriolic politics. It’s great to be reminded, as 

the music lifts us aloft, that good can triumph 

over selfishness.” 

All members in LIR are invited to attend the 2pm 

matinee performance on Saturday, July 16. The 

play is offered at the Berkshire Theater Group in 

Stockbridge. Regular prices for the theater 

tickets are $60. We receive a 10% discount for 

groups over ten people and 15% for 25 or more 

people. We’ll know the exact price when we 

know how many tickets to reserve. Sound 

enhancement earphones are available and also a 

limited number of wheelchair spaces. For more 

information see the theater website: 

http://www.berkshiretheatregroup.org/on-our-

stages/theatre/586-fiorello Theater seats should 

be obtained as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

http://www.berkshiretheatregroup.org/on-our-stages/theatre/586-fiorello
http://www.berkshiretheatregroup.org/on-our-stages/theatre/586-fiorello
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5CLIR - METROPOLITAN OPERA LIVE IN HD - 2016-2017 

Here are the dates for next season’s Metropolitan Opera Live screenings in HD at Cinemark in 

Hadley.  More details will be published in the Special Programs catalog (available at the Preview 

on May 1st), so just mark your calendars for now!                                  

SCREENING DATE COMPOSER OPERA 

October 8 Wagner Tristan und Isolde 

October 22 Mozart Don Giovanni 

December 10 Saariaho L’amour de Loin 

January 7 Verdi Nabucco 

January 21 Gounod Romeo et Juliette 

February 25 Dvorak Rusalka 

March 11 Verdi La Traviata 

March 25 Mozart Idomeneo 

April 22 Tchaikovsky Eugene Onegin 

May 13 Strauss Der Rosenkavalier 

 

 

 

 

GREAT DECISIONS HAS BEGUN! 
Great Decisions events take place on Friday mornings between 9:30 a.m. and noon at the 

Northampton Senior Center. Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. The remaining topics are: 

 Climate Change with Ray Bradley on April 8 

 Middle East: From the Arab Spring to the Rise of ISIS  with Phillip Khoury on April 15 

 Cuba and the U.S. with Javier Corrales on April 22 

 The United Nations with Laura Reed on April 29 

For more details, please visit the Great Decisions page of our website at 5clir.org/great-decisions.  

http://www.5clir.org/great-decisions
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE 

There are two more presentations scheduled for the spring. On April 21st, Jeffrey Ambs will discuss 

Aerosols. 

 

In May, Professor David Sela will discuss the Microbiome. For further information you may contact 

either Larry Ambs or John Armstrong.  
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5CLIR IN THE NEWS 

Check out Nina M. Scott and Katy van Geel’s latest article on the online Daily Hampshire Gazette!  

http://www.gazettenet.com/Life/Food/tasting-circle  

Tasting Circle: Getting started with Currant Scones 

Our initial meeting of the Tasting Circle was at co-moderator Katy van Geel’s house in South 

Amherst at 9:30 a.m. on a sunny Monday. We eight participants had come from far and near; some 

people’s GPS devices had worked better than others’ — but there we were. We all knew each other 

from Five College Learning in Retirement, except for Penny Geis, who had just joined. 

Good smells of coffee came from the kitchen, but first came an orientation to the course. Any food 

allergies? Shellfish, gluten? We went over the order of hosting and Gail Gaustad shared a bag of 

roasted and unroasted Chinese chestnuts from her garden for us to sample and take home if we 

wished. Katy gave a brief history of some old family cookbooks. 

 

Once preliminaries were over, the participants were curious to know how we envisioned what was 

going to happen in these sessions. Well, we said, we will gather, talk a bit about the food we had 

chosen to prepare, eat, and then tell stories. We were convinced that these would flow naturally, as 

good food and good stories are inextricably linked. And so it was. 

 

We sat around the dining room table to have coffee, tea and sample 12 beautiful jams and jellies, all 

homemade: cherry, strawberry, raspberry (red and black), quince, grape (jelly and jam), peach, 

apricot, apple butter and two Seville orange marmalades. There were warm currant scones and 

Scottish oatcakes just begging to be buttered, and a spectacularly difficult chocolate Babka. And the 

stories began, just as we had predicted and hoped.  

 

At the end Penny Geis sighed happily: “I’ve found my tribe!” 

 

 

http://www.gazettenet.com/Life/Food/tasting-circle
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5CLIR CAMPAIGN FOR THE FUTURE – NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EASIEST WAY TO GIVE … 

Go to our website (www.5clir.org), click on the “Give Today” 

button on the right hand side; fill in the form – check 

“Campaign for the Future;” click “submit” and fill out the 

credit card or PayPal information.) 

WHAT IS OUR GOAL?  TOTAL - $250,000  

1.  $200,000 will build our Investment Fund to the point that 

its income is large enough to make a meaningful contribution 

to our annual expenses; 

2.  $50,000 will support our budget while the Investment 

Fund is growing. 

WHY ARE WE RAISING THIS MONEY? 

To give 5CLIR its next 25 years with enhanced financial 

security; to strengthen our administrative support; to keep 

fees low to reach the widest possible group of seniors; to 

encourage and support new programs; to strengthen our 

marketing and outreach; to have the funds we need to grow 

and improve. 

WHERE DO I SEND MY GIFT? 

Make your check payable to Five Colleges, Incorporated with 

memo, “for the 5CLIR Campaign for the Future” and  

send to: 
 

5CLIR, Neilson Library   Our “Gift Intention Form” 

Smith College, Room B15  is available on our website, 

Northampton, MA 01063  www.5CLIR.org/Campaign 

OUR MATCHING PROGRAM 

Several early generous donors have offered to match any gift or three-year gift 

intention equal to or greater than $250, up to a total of $70,000.  As of 4/06/16 we 

are just over $40,000.  But gifts of any size are welcome – both because they add up 

and because they give encouragement to those early generous donors who have 

done so much for this campaign and for 5CLIR! 

 

http://www.5clir.org/
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5CLIR 2015–2016  

OFFICERS, COUNCIL MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 

President: Sheila Klem (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Vice President/President Elect: Gordon Wyse (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Secretary:  Rich Szlosek (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Treasurer:  Betsy Loughran (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Assistant Treasurer: Kathy Campbell (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

Dean Poli (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Fran Volkmann (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Zina Tillona (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Jim Averill (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Marybeth Bridegam (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Tyll van Geel (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Jacob Greenburg (3 year term ends 6/30/18) 

Ann Hartman (3 year term ends 6/30/18) 

Bobbie Reitt (3 year term ends 6/30/18) 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
                   
Curriculum: Michael Brooks (1 year term ends 6/30/16) & Tyll van Geel (2 year term ends 

6/30/17) 

Development: Chuck Gillies (3 year term ends 6/30/18) 

Finance: Betsy Loughran (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Great Decisions: Jacob Greenburg (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Member Services: Nancy Clune & Gail Gaustad (3 year terms end 6/30/18) 

Public Relations (Publicity): Nina Scott (3 year term ends 6/30/18) 

Special Programs: Ina Luadtke (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Tech: Jim Perot pro tem (3 year term ended 6/30/15) 

Winter/Summer Programs: Nancy Denig (3 year term ends 6/30/18)   

 
Historian: Sara Wright (3 year term extended to 6/30/16) 

Ombudsman: Anne Lombard (1 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Five Colleges, Inc., Liaison: Larry Ambs (3 year term extended to 6/30/16) 
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5CLIR CALENDAR 2016 

 
January 7 Memorial Program, 10-12, Amherst College, Alumni House   

  8 Snow Date for Memorial Program, same time and place 

   No Executive Committee meeting 

   No Curriculum Committee meeting 

   No Council meeting 

 

February 4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  4 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  11 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  19 (Friday) New Members Coffee, 10-12, TBA 

  22 First day of spring seminars 

 

March  3 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  3 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  4 Meeting for Potential Moderators, 10–12, TBA 

  10 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  18 Deadline for seminar proposals for fall semester 2016 

 

April  7 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  7 Curriculum Committee, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

11  Spring social event, 4:00–6:00, Hadley Farms Meeting House  

  14  Council meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

   

May  1 Annual Meeting, 1:15–2:00/Fall Preview 2:00–3:45, Smith Campus Center 

  5 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  5 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  5 Last (snow) day of spring semester seminars 

  12 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  20 Close of registration for inclusion in the lottery for fall 2016 seminars 

  27 Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars 

 

June  2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  2 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  9 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc.  
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5CLIR REPORTER is published by 

 

Five College Learning in Retirement 

Neilson Library, Smith College 

Northampton, MA 01063 
 

Phone: (413) 585-3756 

Email: 5clir@smith.edu 

Website: www.5clir.org 
 

Please submit articles and suggestions to: 

 

Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak 

http://www.5clir.org/

