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CALENDAR	  
AUGUST	  
 Thu 4 – Curriculum Committee meeting  
 Thu 4 -  Executive Committee meeting 
 Thu 4 – Viewpoints 
 Sat 6 – Porter-Phelps-Huntington House Museum 1:00-4:00PM, 130 River Drive, Hadley 

              Tour followed by tea on the porch with music by Peter West and Burt Jackson 
 Thu 11 – Council Meeting 
 Mon 22 – September newsletter submission deadline 
 Tues 23 – Wed 31 – LIR Office closed for vacation 
 Thu 25 - Chester Theater, a performance of The Mountaintop by Katori Hall 
 

HAPPY	  SUMMER!	  

As you relax on the porch, at the beach, or in the mountains, let your mind 
wander to those things that excite your curiosity.  What piques your interest??  Summer is the 
perfect time to plan a seminar or workshop on that topic!  Submit your Spring 2017 seminar/ 
workshop proposals by October 5, 2016 - plenty of time to dream up a new idea or to 
develop that intriguing idea you have been mulling. 	  

FIVE	  COLLEGE	  LEARNING	  IN	  RETIREMENT	  
Peer-‐Led	  Lifelong	  Learning	  
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LETTER	  FROM	  THE	  PRESIDENT,	  GORDON	  WYSE	  	  
	  	  
Greetings to all – here are my initial thoughts for the new year. 
  

5CLIR is a year-around organization. We have an active slate of summer 
events, and people are reading and researching over the summer for 
their fall seminars. But like the schools we all attended, LIR has an 
annual rhythm that starts with the new academic year.  I will say more 
next month about the mental buzz of the year’s start, because that is the 
time that most of us will be feeling it most strongly. But my new year 
started at the beginning of July, when I became President. 
 

First I want to thank Sheila Klem for her terrific job as President this last year. She coordinated the 
bylaw revisions and the Emeritus membership experiment; she carried out the duties of the Past 
President as well as the President; and she actively supported the Campaign for the Future. She gave 
us an excellent year, and did it with diplomacy and grace.  Chuck Gillies will report on the Campaign 
elsewhere; I just want to thank him and the rest of the Development Committee for their own 
excellent year, bringing in over $200,000 in gifts and gift intentions toward our goal of $250,000. 
 

I want to extend a warm and cordial welcome to Tisha Ferguson, our new Office Manager.  She 
impressed the search committee with her capabilities, her warmth, and her calm manner, and she is 
smoothly taking over the office operations from Liz Tiley and Callie Orzak. My thanks to them and 
to the search committee (Marybeth Bridegam, Kathy Campbell, Joan Wofford, and yours truly) for 
Tisha’s hire. 
 

I am expecting a busy and exciting year.  By next summer we will have to move the office, because 
of the closing of Nielson Library for renovation. We will also be choosing the best ways to use 
money from the Campaign for the Future to augment our activities. I will have more to say about 
these activities in the coming months, and I hope to hear thoughts and ideas from all of you. In the 
meantime we have an excellent slate of seminars coming up, and I hope you all enjoy preparing for 
them along with your other summer activities. 
 

Best, 
 Gordon 
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Hello! 
Greetings, members and friends of 5 Colleges Learning in Retirement, 
 
I am delighted to have joined the organization as your new Office Manager, and look forward to 
getting to know you. I want to thank Callie Orszak and Liz Tiley, my esteemed predecessors, for 
their guidance and good cheer in helping me to get settled, and to Gordon, Kathy, Sheila, Larry, 
Chuck, Marybeth, Pete & Bobbi, and all of you who have been among the first LIR-ers I’ve had the 
pleasure of getting to know.  I hope to see many of you at the picnic on September 22nd, if not 
before. 
 
I can be reached at the office Monday-Thursday from 9:00-1:00, and hope you will find the time to 
stop by and say hello. 
 

                    
Tisha 
 

	  
SAVE	  THE	  DATE!	  	  	  	  

	  
The	  Annual Fall LIR Picnic	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Thursday,	  September	  22,	  from	  12:00-‐3:00,	  
at	  the	  home	  of	  Gail	  &	  John	  Gaustad.	  	  (Rain	  date	  Friday,	  September	  23)	  
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FINDING	  FAMILY	  INTEREST	  GROUP	  REORGANIZES	  
After a year of meeting informally once a month, the LIR family researchers in the Finding Family 
interest group have decided to follow a new procedure. We will continue to meet on Thursday 
afternoons but on a lighter schedule—probably two meetings each semester with occasional field 
trips.  
We will meet either in a member’s home or at local venues of interest to researchers, libraries, for 
example. Bobbie Reitt and Kay Klausewitz are the leaders of the group. 
 
Our plans for this coming year are beginning to take shape.  We will participate in the LIR’s Encore 
presentation on November 11 in remembrance of Americans in World War I.  Topics for one other 
fall meeting and two spring meetings are yet to be determined. Most exciting is the prospect of 
attending together the annual New England Regional Genealogical Conference to be held in 
Springfield for the first time since 2011; its sessions will be held April 26 to 29, 2017.  
 
We will meet for a brown-bag lunch at noon on Thursday, September 15 at Bobbie Reitt’s house 
to decide on topics and meeting dates for the 2016-2017 year.  Any member of 5CLIR is welcome to 
join us. It does not matter if you are a newcomer to family research or a veteran; we share 
information about resources online and locally based, and help each other solve difficult research 
problems. Newcomers are welcome to call or email Bobbie or Kay for more information about the 
group. 
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5CLIR	  TECHNOLOGY	  WORKSHOPS	  
Announcing: A Laptop Workshop 
	  
Purpose: to help LIR members understand and use their laptops with the goals of 
learning how to find material for seminars on line, organize it on your computer, and 
prepare digital presentations. 
 

Location, time, and date: from 9:00 and 11:00 AM in Pierce Hall (next door to Lilly 
Hall), Smith College at the Mary Maples Dunn Conference Center on Fridays, September 
9, 16, 23, and 30, 2016. 
 

Overview: This Workshop is designed for LIR members with limited knowledge of their 
laptops. It will require pre-class preparation each week. Both Mac and PC users may 
apply and must bring their laptops (Windows, Apple, or Chrome laptops) to class.  
 

Please email the 5CLIR office (5clir@smith.edu) if you are interested, and you will 
be sent a course syllabus to review. If you then decide this workshop is for you, you must 
notify the 5CLIR office by email of your interest in participating. The workshop will be 
limited to 10 participants selected on a first-response basis. 
 

This workshop is created by the resurrected Technology Committee. 
	  

TECH	  TIPS	  	  	  FROM	  THE	  TECH	  COMMITTEE	  
Email Etiquette: Using Reply All or Reply to All 

In a word, don’t! Well, most of the time. 

Why? Chances are, for example, not everyone receiving an email from a seminar moderator about 
the schedule for the semester needs to know that you are not able to attend the first session.  If you 
choose the “Reply to All” option, you’ll be filling everyone else’s in-box with a message they don’t 
need to read and will only have to delete.  

In replying to any email message, think first who among all the recipients needs to receive your 
response and choose accordingly. A simple “Reply” will send your message only to the person who 
sent the email. “Reply All” or “Reply to All” will go to everyone not only in to “To” box but also to 
anyone in the “Cc” (copy) box. “Reply to All” followed by selective deleting in the resulting “To” 
box (yes, you can do that!) allows you to respond to just some of the people who received the 
original message. 

This is the first of a series of tips from the reorganized Technology Committee. Suggestions and requests for future tips 
are welcome. Call or email Bobbie Reitt. 
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LIR	  THEATER	  GROUP	  	  

presents 
“A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder” 

 
Some of you have already purchased your tickets to A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, 
offered by our Theater Group on October 29 at 2:00 PM. Thank you!   If you have not, read on.   
This musical comedy will be at the Bushnell Theater in Hartford.  Music & comedy together in a 
Tony Award winning show…doesn’t get much better!   We hope you will join us for the fun.   
 

ORDERING TICKETS: Choose A or B: 

(A) Call the Bushnell Theater directly at 860-987-5959.  Identify yourself as a member of the 
5CLIR Theater Group to get your discount.  Choose the priced seat you prefer.     
(B) Use the Bushnell website and form, which has the advantage of laying everything out, making 
it a little easier to decide where you want to sit.  Here are the steps for using the website: 
 1. Go to this Bushnell website: https://bushnell.org/content/online-group-program 
 2. Instructions will pop up. Go to the bottom of the page and enter the password “HORACE”  
 3. A form will appear. Complete the form, including our Group Name, “5CLIR”, and   submit 
 4. The Bushnell will then send an email to you with instructions for ordering and paying for 
tickets.  The tickets will be mailed to you.  

For more information, go to: http://www.agentlemansguidebroadway.com/index.php 
 

BUS:  Estimated cost will be $30-35, cheaper price for more people. (More about this later.) 

Please let Gary or Kay know if you wish to ride the bus (we’re keeping count for pricing and 
reservations).   
 

Also feel free to contact Kay Klausewitz or Gary Roodman with questions! 
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SUMMER	  PROGRAM	  SNAPSHOTS	  	  
	  
From	  the	  New	  Britain	  Museum	  trip,	  July	  27th	  

	  Penguin Sculpture 
by Michael McLaughlin                                       

    
Gallery view 
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From	  the	  trip	  to	  White	  Flower	  Farm,	  June	  29th 

  
White Flower Farm begonia house  White Flower Farm, plants brought home 

 

Hill-‐Stead	  House,	  the	  same	  day 

  
Hill-Stead House, entrance   Hill-Stead House, front porch 
Photos by Elisa Campbell 
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5CLIR	  -‐	  METROPOLITAN	  OPERA	  LIVE	  IN	  HD	  –	  2016-‐2017	  

	  
	  

Ten LIVE transmissions, shown at the Hadley Cinemark Theater on Saturday afternoons, 
with Encores as shown, generally on Wednesdays.   
Tickets should be purchased by 5CLIR members in advance.  
 
Each Saturday program will be preceded by an Opera Prep talk on Friday. 
We meet at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 2:00–3:00 p.m 
Anyone interested may attend any session.  
 
Questions? Call or e-mail Peg Bedell. 

                               

PREP DATE COMPOSER: OPERA LIVE DATE TIME ENCORE DATE TIME LENGTH 

Oct 7 Tristan und Isolde Oct 8 12:55 Oct 12 6:30 5:15  

Oct 21 Don Giovanni Oct 22 12:55 Oct 26 6:30 3:45  

Dec 9 L’Amour de Loin Dec 10 12:55 Dec 21 6:30 3:00  

Jan 6 Nabucco Jan 7 12:55 Jan 11 6:30 3:05  

Jan 20 Romeo et Juliette Jan 21 12:55 Jan 25 6:30 3:30 

Feb 24 Rusalka Feb 25 12:55 Mar 1 6:30 4:04 

Mar 10 La Traviata Mar 11 12:55 Mar 15 6:30 2:55 

Mar 24 Idomeneo Mar 24 12:55 Mar 29 6:30 4;20 

Apr 21 Eugene Onegin Apr 22 12:55 Apr 26 6:30 4:00 

May 12 Der Rosenkavalier May 13 12:55 May 17 6:30 4:50 
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5CLIR	  2016–2017	  	  
OFFICERS,	  COUNCIL	  MEMBERS	  &	  COMMITTEE	  CHAIRS	  

EXECUTIVE	  COMMITTEE	  	  
	  
President: Gordon Wyse  
Vice President/President Elect: Marybeth Bridegam 
Past President: Sheila Klem 
Secretary: Mike Brooks 
Treasurer: Kathy Campbell 
	  

COUNCIL	  MEMBERS	  	  
	  
Jim Averill (3-year term ends 6/30/17) 
Terry Rosenfeld (partial term ends 6/30/17) 
Tyll van Geel (3-year term ends 6/30/17) 
Jacob Greenburg (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 
Ann Hartman (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 
Bobbie Reitt (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 
Joanne Creighton (3-year term end 6/30/19) 
Jonathan Jay (3-year term end 6/30/19) 
Chris Hurn (3-year term end 6/30/19) 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
                   
Curriculum: Miriam Whitney (2-year term ends 6/30/18)  

Tyll van Geel (2-year term ends 6/30/17) 
Development: Chuck Gillies (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 
Finance: Kathy Campbell (3-year term ends 6/30/19) 
Great Decisions: TBA 
Member Services: Nancy Clune & Gail Gaustad (3-year terms end 6/30/18) 
Public Relations (Publicity): Nina Scott (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 
Special Programs: Kay Klausewitz (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 
Tech: Peter Reitt (3-year term ends 6/30/19) 
Winter/Summer Programs: Nancy Denig (3-year term ends 6/30/18)   
 
Historian: Sara Wright  
Ombudsman: Anne Lombard  
Five Colleges, Inc., Liaison: Larry Ambs 
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5CLIR	  CALENDAR	  2016-‐2017	  
2016	  
	  

July   No Executive Committee meeting 
   No Curriculum Committee meeting 
   No Council meeting 
August 4 Curriculum Committee meeting 
  4 Executive Committee meeting 12:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  11 Council meeting, 1:15 - 3:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  22 September Newsletter submission deadline 
 

September 1  Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  8 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  15 Finding Family Brown-Bag Lunch @ Reitt home, 12-1 
  21 5CLIR Potluck Lunch Picnic @ Gaustad home, 12-2 
  22 Rain date for Potluck 
  26 First day of fall seminars 
  26 October Newsletter submission deadline  
 

October  5 Deadline for Spring Seminar proposals 
6 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  6 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
13 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  24  November Newsletter submission deadline 
 

November 3 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  3 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  10 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  20 Spring Preview, 2:00 - 3:45, location TBA 
  28 December Newsletter submission deadline 
 

December 1 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  8 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  8 Last (Snow) day of Fall Seminars 
  9 Close of registration for inclusion in lottery for spring seminars 
  16  Lottery for oversubscribed spring seminars 
  26 January Newsletter submission deadline  
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2017 
	  

January 5 Memorial Program, 10-12, Amherst College, Alumni House   
  6 Snow Date for Memorial Program, same time and place 
   No Executive Committee meeting 
   No Curriculum Committee meeting 
   No Council meeting 
  23 February newsletter submission deadline 
 

February 2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  2 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  9 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  17 New Members Coffee, 10-12, location TBA 
  20 First day of spring seminars 
  27 March newsletter submission deadline 
 

March  2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  2 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  3 Meeting for Potential Moderators, 10-12, TBA 
  9 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  17 Deadline for seminar proposals for fall semester 2016 

27 April newsletter submission deadline 
 

April  6 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  6 Curriculum Committee, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  13  Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  TBA  Spring social event, TBA 
  24 May newsletter submission deadline 
  30 Annual Meeting, 1:30-2:00/Fall Preview 2:00-3:45, location TBA 
   

May  4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  4 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  4 Last (snow) day of spring semester seminars 
  11 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  19 Close of registration for inclusion in the lottery for fall 2016 seminars 

22 June-July newsletter submission deadline 
  26 Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars 
 

June  1 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
  8 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
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Five	  College	  Learning	  in	  Retirement	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
Neilson	  Library,	  Smith	  College	  
Northampton,	  MA	  01063	  
Phone:	  (413)	  585-‐3756	  
Email:	  5clir@smith.edu	  
Website:	  www.5clir.org	  

	  
Please	  submit	  articles	  and	  suggestions	  to:	  

Editor:	  Tisha	  Ferguson	  
 


