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CALENDAR 

 February 
 2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
 2 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
 9 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
 17 New Members Coffee, 10-12, Lathrop Northampton 
 20 First day of spring seminars 
 27 March newsletter submission deadline 

   

FIVE COLLEGE LEARNING IN RETIREMENT 
Peer-Led Lifelong Learning 



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, GORDON WYSE  

 
Hi everybody, 
 
February marks the start of another semester, and the excitement is 
building. As I write this, classes are starting at UMass (where I still do 
some Honors advising) and in the rest of the Five College community. 
We in LIR get a somewhat longer break, until the week of February 20, 
but many of us are busily reading and preparing for our spring seminar 
presentations.  Before the seminars start, the Member Services 
Committee is putting on a New Members Coffee on February 17th, a 
welcome social event. 
 
January was quiet with respect to LIR, but we had a wonderful Memorial Program, led by Sheila 
Klem. It was a well-run and well-attended event—thank you, Sheila!  I was fascinated and touched 
by the remarkable stories of our departed members, many of whom lived well into their nineties. 
While it’s sad that we keep losing members and past members, their stories show the vigor and joy 
in learning of our folks. 
 
One challenge we know we will face this semester is the need to move our LIR office, due to the 
closing of Smith College’s Neilson Library for major renovations. We will say more about this later, 
after arrangements are confirmed.  One early heads-up is that the office move is tentatively 
scheduled at the same time as the spring Lottery. For this and other reasons we will probably delay 
both the Preview and the lottery by a week or so, rather than trying to run the lottery while the 
office is packed away in boxes. More on this adventure will be forthcoming in future weeks. 
 
 

LEGISLATORS FORUM 
 
Date:  Friday, February 10 
Time: 2:00 – 4:00 pm  
Place: Coolidge Room, Forbes Library, Northampton 
Cost: free and open to the public  
Moderator: Carol Jolly, 5CLIR Past President 
Contact:  Nancy Denig  
  

Come hear our area legislators give a summary of 2016 accomplishments and their 
outlook for the coming year. Senator Stan Rosenberg (President of the Massachusetts 
General Court), and State Representatives Peter Kocot (First Hampshire District), John 
Scibak (Second Hampshire District) and Stephen Kulik (First Franklin District) will brief 
us on critical matters affecting the State’s future. This is your chance to hear directly 
from those shaping public policies, and to be a part of a Question and Answer session 
following the presentations. This free event has been a long-time favorite of LIR 
members. 

 
 
 

  

 



NEW MEMBER COFFEE  

 
Are you new to LIR? Then mark your calendar for the New Member Coffee/Tea on Friday, 

February 17, 2017, at 10 am in the Meeting Room at the Lathrop Community (One Shallowbrook 

Dr.) in Northampton.  

 

This is a perfect opportunity to meet and mingle with fellow newcomers to LIR. Council members 

and the Member Services Committee will be on hand to answer your questions about the 

organization. Please come and enjoy the assorted baked goods and fresh fruits along with the coffee 

and tea! 

We look forward to getting to know you!  

(There is no rain/snow date.) 

 

 

CALLING ALL FALL SEMINAR/WORKSHOP PROPOSALS 
Cabin fever?  Tired of New England ice and snow?  Pour yourself a cup of steaming tea or hot 
spiced cider and get your creativity flowing!   
 
What fascinates you?  What is interesting to others?  Travel, history, literature, drama, medicine, 
science, philosophy, music, art, gardens, architecture . . . the subjects are endless.  As is the type of 
seminar or workshop you might offer:  presentations, discussions, reading out loud, listening to 
music – all and more welcome. 

SUBMIT Your Fall 2017 Seminar or Workshop Proposal by MARCH 17 

 
Want inspiration?  Visit www.5clir.org, and click on “Resources,” “5CLIR Documents” and “List of 
Past Seminars” (under Reports) – then select a specific topic heading for a list of great seminars 
going back to 1990.  
 
How to submit:  At www.5clir.org, click on “Resources,” “5CLIR Forms,” and “Seminar Proposal 
Form” – then select either “Online Seminar Proposal” or “Paper Seminar Proposal.” 
 
Never moderated before?  Join us at the upcoming fun Moderators’ Meeting on March 3 – see the 
announcement on the next page. 
 

  



SAVE THE DATE!   MODERATOR’S MEETING 

Making Your Seminar/Workshop a Success 
From Idea to Implementation 
Friday, March 3, 1:00-3:30 p.m. 
The Meeting House, Lathrop Communities 
Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton, MA 
 
Join us for an interactive program for moderators, especially those who have toyed with the idea of 
moderating a seminar/workshop but haven’t yet jumped in. 
The meeting will focus on: 

Generating and refining ideas 
Writing the proposal 
Small group discussions of proposal ideas 
Implementing the seminar/workshop 

 
The meeting will also feature the triumphant return of The New LIR Players, and their production 
of: 

As The Seminar Turns: Episode 2 
A skit in two acts 

Light refreshments will be available. 
 

POETRY INTEREST GROUP 
 

New group! First meeting is on February 23. 

Join us on the fourth Thursday of each month from 2 – 4 pm for an afternoon of sharing 

favorite poems and the conversations they inspire. Is the poet portraying the fig tree that enhances 

your entryway crashing through the walls of your house to join a warm summer breeze, or a person 

“coming out”? Is the poem a metaphor for enlightenment, or dying? Since the imagination knows 

no limits, all interpretations are possible and are welcomed. The group meets in participants' homes 

and is co-facilitated by Martha Nelson and Elizabeth Armstrong.  

Our first regular meeting will be on February 23 and will meet at the home of Martha Nelson in 

South Amherst.  

If you are interested in attending, and for directions, please contact Martha. 

The group can accommodate a limited number of participants.  

  

SAVE THE DATE! 

An Afternoon of Poetry and Prose: Celebrating LIR Authors 
April 7, 2017 

2:00-4:00pm 

Northampton Lathrop Community Center 

  



THEATER INTEREST GROUP 
The next outing of the Theater Interest Group will be to see 

Jersey Boys 
    The Bushnell Theater in Hartford  

Saturday, March 25 at 2:00pm   
 
TO ORDER TICKETS  
To order tickets for the show, call The Bushnell Theater between 10:00am and 4:00 pm weekdays at 
860-987-5959.  (Do not call the regular box office number.)   Ask for 

“Jersey Boys, March 25, @ 2 p.m.”   Our group name is 5CLIR. 
They will explain your price options, arrange your payment, and send your tickets to you. 
 
TO RESERVE SEATS ON THE BUS 
If you want to ride the bus, write to Gary Roodman to let him know you want to reserve seats.  The 
cost of the bus will be $35 per person round trip.  Seats will be reserved on a first come, first served 
basis. 
 
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT JERSEY BOYS 
Here is a link to a video that will give you more information about this musical: 
http://www.jerseyboysinfo.com/ 
 
If you have any questions, contact 
Gary Roodman       
Kay Klausewitz       
Faina Zilberberg     

 

 

FINDING FAMILY 
Next Meeting February 23 at 1:30pm 

After a two-month hiatus, Finding Family will meet on Thursday, February 23 at 1:30 at Bobbie Reitt’s in 

Northampton to tackle the complicated issues surrounding the management of our digital data about our 

own families. Anyone wishing to join us is welcome to attend. If you need driving directions, call or email 

Bobbie. 

Increasingly, our sources for genealogical information are digital and made available online, and our 

correspondence with informants and government agencies is often by email. We family researchers now 

commonly keep the information we collect not just in file folders or ring notebooks, but also in genealogical 

databases on our computers. We encounter advice in the literature to digitize our photos and family 

mementos, but we worry about trying to preserve old documents, trays of slides, and old home movies when 

digitizing them ourselves seems so daunting or potentially expensive when hiring a service to do it for us. 

In this session we will share what we have found to be useful and affordable in solving such dilemmas and 

discuss the pros and cons of digitizing. We’ll describe problems we’ve encountered and discuss possible 

solutions. We’re not experts, but we are battle-scarred veterans of the unending conflicts over whether to 

digitize, what to digitize, and how. Join us! 

 

 

  



 

 

SPRING 2017 ENCORE PRESENTATIONS  
Encore presentations this spring are scheduled for Fridays at 11:00AM-1PM in the lower level meeting 

room at Applewood Retirement Community, One Spencer Drive, Amherst.  

People who have questions can contact Larry Ambs or Katy van Geel  

Please park on Spencer Drive, not in the parking lots. 

A note to Applewood residents: You are all welcome, come and join us! 

 

February 24 Bread Rises    Eleanor Johnson  

Bread Rises is a very short history of bread as a cultural phenomenon, an expression of human ingenuity, and as 

a measure of the social order, in the (mostly) western world. 

 

February 24 17th-Century England Saul Kent 

I'll be talking about John Milton Politician, Essayist, Poet. 

 

March 3 The Sunni/Shia Split  Nina Scott  

As a clueless Westerner I had no grasp whatever of the reasons behind the Sunni/Shia divide in the Muslim 

world, how it came to be, and why it has endured for so long. After much hard work I think I now understand it 

better and am happy to share my insights with you. 

 

March 3 Syrian Refugees   Cynthia Barker  

We will discuss the plight of five million Syrian refugees seeking a new home in many countries, in response to 

the Syrian Civil War that began in 2011. This presentation seeks to address the following questions: Where have 

the refugees gone, and why did they leave Syria? What are their living conditions? What impact did they have 

upon their host countries? What critical political, economic, and social impacts are being experienced, globally? 

 

March 10 Viking Ships and Sailing Vivienne Carey 

The dramatic picture of a fleet of Viking longships sailing shorewards with shields arrayed along the sides of the 

hulls ready to do battle is, and is not, accurate. We will examine the evolution of these ships and some of the 

methods adopted in building them. 

 

March 10 Life Beyond Earth (?) Fletcher Davis 

Are we alone in the universe? Most people answer no. This presentation will explore science fiction and science 

fact. Along the way we will consider the history of our search from ancient times to NASA’s present probes and 

beyond. 

We will ask, What is life? How did it start? What new kinds of life been discovered recently? What are the 

possibilities that life exists on other planets – or galaxies? What are our prospects of finding it? Assessing the 

data, what might we conclude? 

 

March 1 Street Cops   Chuck Aulino 

This presentation is from the seminar “The Men and Women who made Television.” Even before the dawn of 

TV, “cop programs” were popular on radio. There will be a brief review of 25 police/private eye TV programs 



 

 

that have been popular over the years, followed by a closer look at the work of Jack Webb and the 

“collaboration” between Fyodor Dostoyevsky and William Link in the creation of “Columbo.” 

 

March 17    Boxing,the Sweet Science: Its Significance in American Social History Robert Dorin 

Most of us today see boxing as an ugly business that has lost favor in the mainstream culture, but, at one time, it 

was one of the most popular sports in America. More to the point, it was a crucible for much social controversy 

and change. Jack Johnson shocked with his brazen behavior. Joe Louis buoyed the spirit of all Americans. And 

Muhammad Ali helped us to confront our internal turmoil regarding war and race. With the help of boxing film, 

historical 

accounts, and personal recollection, several fighters are profiled with an emphasis on their effect, often 

unintended, on American society. 

 

March 24 Religion and Politics    Sid Moss 

I review the background of the interface of religion and government in the U.S. and examine President 

Eisenhower fostering a spiritual renewal with the idea that “one nation, under God” would make our country 

great. 

 

March 24 First Amendment, God and U.S. Law Elizabeth Davis 

 “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; …” 

How has the U.S. Supreme Court interpreted this directive? What about “one nation under God” in the Pledge 

of Allegiance? Or, “In God We Trust” on coins and paper currency? Or, legislative and military chaplains paid 

for with public money? We will look at these and many other examples of the interweavings of expressions of 

religious faith, cultural norms and public institutions. Whither the 1st Amendment? 

 

  



 

 

 

TECH TIP FROM THE TECH COMMITTEE 
Finding Lost Files  

Don’t you hate the times when you just know you’ve saved or downloaded a file on your computer, but you can’t 

find the durned thing no matter how diligently you look? There’s a way to locate any file on your computer so long 

as you can recall the filename, or at least a part of it. How you could proceed depends on what kind of computer 

you’re using. 

If you’re using a PC running Windows, your best bet is the file manager, a useful application called File Explorer 

(called Windows Explorer in older versions). It’s easily accessed by clicking on its icon in the task bar at the bottom 

of your screen (its default location). The yellow icon looks like a manila file folder. 

You’ll be rewarded with a screen that lists the entire contents of your computer in the left-hand panel. Scroll down 

if need be and click on the heading “This PC”.  Now, notice the box at the upper right of the File Explorer screen: 

it prompts you to “Search This PC”. Here’s where to enter the filename, or as much of the name as you can 

remember. Then click on the little magnifying glass symbol, and wait for the results to be listed. (If you have a lot 

on your computer, this can take a while.) If your memory of the filename has been accurate and the file really is on 

your computer, it will be among the results listed. Double click on it, and off you go!  

If you’re using a Mac, you also have access to a very similar file manager; it’s called Finder. Activate Finder, and 

choose to search “This Mac” (and not just your desktop, for example). Then enter the filename or part of the name 

in the search box located at the right in the menu bar at the top. Files with appropriate filenames to match your 

search term will be listed, and if you’re in column view, so, too, will files that contain the search term. Choose the 

file you thought was lost, and you’re good to go.  

On either kind of machine, it might be a good idea to consider whether you need to save the truant file to a new 

location that you can locate easily next time. You might even consider saving it under a new name that you will 

more easily remember. Finally, take some time to get better acquainted with your file manager program. You’re 

bound to be pleased with the amount of control over your computer’s contents that these powerful programs make 

possible.  

Tech Tips, a regular service of the 5CLIR Tech Committee, is written by committee member Bobbie Reitt. We welcome suggestions for 

future topics. For this month, many thanks to Kathy Campbell and Gordon Wyse for advice about the Mac side of things.

 

  



 

 

5CLIR - METROPOLITAN OPERA LIVE IN HD – 2016-2017 

 
 

Ten LIVE transmissions, shown at the Hadley Cinemark Theater on Saturday afternoons, 

with Encores as shown, generally on Wednesdays.   

Tickets should be purchased by 5CLIR members in advance.  

 

Each Saturday program will be preceded by an Opera Prep talk on Friday. 

We meet at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 2:00–3:00 p.m 

Anyone interested may attend any session.  

 

Questions? Call Peg Bedell  

                               

PREP DATE COMPOSER: OPERA LIVE DATE TIME ENCORE DATE TIME LENGTH 

Oct 7 Tristan und Isolde Oct 8 12:55 Oct 12 6:30 5:15  

Oct 21 Don Giovanni Oct 22 12:55 Oct 26 6:30 3:45  

Dec 9 L’Amour de Loin Dec 10 12:55 Dec 21 6:30 3:00  

Jan 6 Nabucco Jan 7 12:55 Jan 11 6:30 3:05  

Jan 20 Romeo et Juliette Jan 21 12:55 Jan 25 6:30 3:30 

Feb 24 Rusalka Feb 25 12:55 Mar 1 6:30 4:04 

Mar 10 La Traviata Mar 11 12:55 Mar 15 6:30 2:55 

Mar 24 Idomeneo Mar 24 12:55 Mar 29 6:30 4;20 

Apr 21 Eugene Onegin Apr 22 12:55 Apr 26 6:30 4:00 

May 12 Der Rosenkavalier May 13 12:55 May 17 6:30 4:50 

 

  



 

 

 
  



 

 

  



 

 

News from the Office 
 
Website Updates 
The Seminar Pages are now live! 
Take a look at the seminar page for the spring 2017 seminars under www.5clir.org/programs   

Notice the new format, easier to read and easy to see which seminars have space available. 

• Full seminar descriptions:  
click on a SEMINAR NAME to view the full catalog page 

• Maps and parking information: 
From the seminar catalog page, you can click on the LOCATION to view a map and 
parking information 

• Supplementary seminar information: 
Moderators may now have added resource and other information about their seminars to 
their individual web pages. 

 
Electronic Archiving 
Using a wifi-based scanning tool, we will be transferring paper documents to electronic format for 
archiving.  This will provide for portability, easier access to records, and a more permanent record of 
5CLIR history. These documents will be backup by the Smith College IT network, and will be more 
secure than they are at present. 
 
Programming the Lottery 
One outcome of the “debriefing” meeting following the lottery, is the approval of the idea that we 
develop a lottery program, rather than the multi-step process we now use with Access records. This 
would speed and simplify the process, allowing for greater accuracy and freeing up more time for 
staff to manage administration. 

 

  

http://www.5clir.org/programs


 

 

5CLIR 2016–2017  

OFFICERS, COUNCIL MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 

President: Gordon Wyse  

Vice President/President Elect: Marybeth Bridegam 

Secretary: Mike Brooks 

Treasurer: Kathy Campbell 

Past President: Sheila Klem 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

Jim Averill (3-year term ends 6/30/17) 

Terry Rosenfeld (partial term ends 6/30/17) 

Tyll van Geel (3-year term ends 6/30/17) 

Jacob Greenburg (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 

Ann Hartman (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 

Bobbie Reitt (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 

Joanne Creighton (3-year term end 6/30/19) 

Jonathan Jay (3-year term end 6/30/19) 

Chris Hurn (3-year term end 6/30/19) 

Sheila Klem, Past President 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
Curriculum: Miriam Whitney (2-year term ends 6/30/18)  

Tyll van Geel (2-year term ends 6/30/17) 

Development: Chuck Gillies (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 

Finance: Kathy Campbell (3-year term ends 6/30/19) 

Great Decisions: Jake Greenburg 

Member Services: Nancy Clune & Gail Gaustad (3-year terms end 6/30/18) 

Public Relations (Publicity): Nina Scott (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 

Special Programs: Kay Klausewitz (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 

Tech: Peter Reitt (3-year term ends 6/30/19) 

Winter/Summer Programs: Nancy Denig (3-year term ends 6/30/18)   
Historian: Sara Wright  

Ombudsman: Anne Lombard  

Five Colleges, Inc., Liaison: Larry Ambs 

  



 

 

5CLIR CALENDAR -  JAN- JUNE 2017 
 

2017 

 

January 5 Memorial Program, 10-12, Amherst College, Alumni House    

   No Executive Committee, Council, Curriculum Committee meetings 

  23 February newsletter submission deadline 
 

February 2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  2 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  9 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  17 New Members Coffee, 10-12, Lathrop Northampton 

  20 First day of spring seminars 

  27 March newsletter submission deadline 
 

March  2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  2 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  3 Meeting for Potential Moderators, 10-12, Lathrop Northampton 

  9 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  17 Deadline for seminar proposals for fall semester 2016 

27 April newsletter submission deadline 
 

April  6 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  6 Curriculum Committee, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  13  Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  19 Spring Social, 4:00PM, Hadley Farms Meeting House 

  24 May newsletter submission deadline 

  30 Annual Meeting, 1:30-2:00/Fall Preview 2:00-3:45, location TBA 
   

May  4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  4 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  4 Last (snow) day of spring semester seminars 

  7 Annual Meeting and Fall Preview 

  11 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  19 Close of registration for inclusion in the lottery for fall 2016 seminars 

22 June-July newsletter submission deadlin 
 

June  1 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  8 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
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Five College Learning in Retirement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neilson Library, Smith College 

Northampton, MA 01063 

Phone: (413) 585-3756 

Email: 5clir@smith.edu 

Website: www.5clir.org 

 

Please submit articles and suggestions to: 

Editor: Tisha Ferguson 


