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WELCOME
Founded in 1988-1989, Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of
Western Massachusetts. It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst. It is an affiliate of the Road Scholar Lifelong Learning Network.
The Programs
Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars are offered. These seminars are coordinated
by members and are different every session. Peer-led seminars and workshops are the core
activities of Five College Learning in Retirement and are designed to engage the active learner.
In addition to the seminars, we offer a set of special programs and a series of presentations called
Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum open to the public
to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts.
Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our
summer, winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities
and interests with other members.
The Membership
Our members are a group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields of
interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share
the knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced.
Brief History
The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty-five years ago at the New School for
Social Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs,
such organizations are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established
of the many LLIs around the country and one of the more autonomous.
How to Join
Just enroll and pay online (additional processing fees) or complete the membership form with this
catalog and mail your check to 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063.
Cost
$250
$250
$125
$125

Type
Full Year: July 1st – June 30th
Full year: Emeriti/Emeritae Former Members
Half Year for New Members
Associate for Former Full Year Members

Benefits
All programs and privileges
Audit privileges; all programs and privileges
Fall or spring term; all programs and privileges
No seminars or voting rights

Assistance Fund: The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to
everyone. It is funded by generous donations from fellow members.
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S UMMARY OF S EMINARS – F ALL S EMESTER
September 26

th

– December 1

st

201 6

th

(December 8 , last snow date)

Monday Mornings (10:00 am –noon unless otherwise specified)
How Poetry Achieves its Effect Through Nature Imagery (page 17) – Martha Nelson – Smith
College Campus: Lilly Hall, Room 308, Green Street, Northampton
The Men and Women Who Made American Television (page 20) – Dean Poli – UMass Campus:
Transit Facility, north end Commonwealth Avenue, on right, Amherst [No seminar October 10th]
The Commons: Past, Present and Future (page 11) – Katherine Campbell and Susan Beer –
Applewood: 1st floor meeting room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Monday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)
Let’s Talk About Sports (page 18) – Richard Szlosek and Larry Gutlerner – Smith College Campus:
Lilly Hall, Room 308, Green Street, Northampton
November 2016 Elections: Presidential (Part 2), Congressional and State (page 22) – Jay Russell
and Chuck Gillies – Smith College Campus: Dewey Hall, Common Room (1st floor), Northampton
[Seminar meets 2:00–4:00]
Writing to Remember – Blue Section (page 32) – Penny Johnson and Nancy Denig– Lilly Library,
19 Meadow Street, Florence (No seminar October 10th)
Stories of Aging in Contemporary Novels (page 26) – Ruth Elcan & Joan Cenedella – Northampton
Lathrop: The Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Drive (off Bridge Rd) [9 weeks + snow date 11/28]
Tuesday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)
Play-Reading for the Fun of it: Approaching Drama as Performers (page 23) – Kitty Florey –
Amherst Media, 246 College St (Route 9, to Belchertown), Amherst [Seminar time 10:15–12:15]
Syria and Lebanon: 1916–2016 (page 27) – Eleanor Johnson and Joan Wofford – Easthampton
Lathrop: Mount Tom Room, 100 Bassett Brook Drive
First Ladies: Their Public and Private Lives (page 16) – Ann Hartman and Joan Laird –
Northampton Lathrop: The Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Drive (off Bridge Road)
Tuesday Afternoons (continued on p. 7) (2:00–4:00 pm unless otherwise specified)
The New Golden Age of Astronomy (page 21) – John Armstrong – Smith College Campus: Dewey
Hall, Common Room (1st floor), Northampton
Watercolor Class (page 30) – Turi MacCombie – Applewood: The Craft Room, One Spencer Drive,
Amherst [Seminar meets 1:00–3:00]
Tuesday Afternoons continued on next page
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Tuesday Afternoons continued (2:00–4:00 pm unless otherwise specified)
Fiction Writers Workshop (page 15) – David Neelon – Rockridge Retirement Community: The
library, 25 Coles Meadow Road (opposite Highway Patrol, Route 5, northbound), Northampton
Wednesday Mornings (10:00 am –noon unless otherwise specified)
The Vikings (page 29) – Larry Ambs – UMass Campus: Transit Facility, north end Commonwealth
Avenue, on right, before Governor’s Drive, Amherst
Do You See What I See? How? (page 13) – Janet Price and Jim Scott – Applewood: 1st floor meeting
room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Shakespeare: His World and His Work (page 25) – Ruthie Kosiorek – Loomis Retirement Village:
3rd floor conference room, 246 North Main Street, South Hadley
Craft Revealed (page 12) – Gail Gaustad and Nancy Young – Rockridge Retirement Community: The
activity room, 25 Coles Meadow Road (opp. Highway Patrol, Route 5, northbound), Northampton
Wednesday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)
Don Quixote, Part I (page 14) – Nina Scott – Amherst Woman’s Club: 35 Triangle Street, Amherst
Literary Portrayals of Illness: The Realism and the Myth (page 19) – Bobbie Reitt and Laura Price –
Easthampton Lathrop: Mount Tom Room, 100 Bassett Brook Drive
Theism and Atheism: How Can Both Be Wrong? (page 28) –Jim Averill – Hitchcock Center for the
Environment: 845 West Street (edge of Hampshire College), Amherst [Note: new address!]
Thursday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)
Writing to Remember – Red Section (page 33) – Zina Tillona and Ellen Peck – Grace Episcopal
Church: Connector (the new addition), 14 Boltwood Avenue (by the Town Common), Amherst
“Cooked” in the Pioneer Valley (page 10) – Fran Volkmann and Joan Davis – Northampton Lathrop:
Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Drive (off Bridge Road), Northampton
Printmaking – Process and Practice (page 24) – Ellen Kosmer and Honoré David – Loomis
Retirement Village: Mountainside Craft Room, 246 North Main Street, South Hadley
17th-Century England (page 9) – Jim Harvey – Renaissance Center: upstairs classroom, 650 E.
Pleasant Street, Amherst (c. 1.5 miles past traffic light @ Bertucci’s; left side of road, white sign)
“When Love Becomes an Obsession” (page 31) – Gerald Goldman – National Yiddish Book Center:
1021 West Street (on Hampshire College campus), Amherst (Seminar meets 10:15–12:15 and
begins one week early on September 22nd; no seminar on September 29th and November
24th –Thanksgiving)
7

5CLIR – Summer & Fall 2016

A NOTE FROM THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
To Current and Prospective Members of Five College Learning in Retirement:
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this
catalog of seminars for the fall 2016 term. Committee members and seminar moderators have
worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we believe reflects our
members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that you find among these
offerings seminars that excite and challenge both heart and mind.
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and their success
depends on the quality of each member’s participation. In seminars, each participant is
responsible for researching and making at least one presentation and for taking an active part in
all discussions. In workshops, participants engage in active learning, often through hands-on
activities that may be paired with presentations.
5CLIR has an extensive inventory of audio/visual equipment that members may reserve to use in
their seminar presentations. Any expenses such as texts, DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic
supplies are the responsibility of the participants.
Participants may sign up for as many seminars/workshops as they wish. Please review the
schedule to ensure you do not register for 2 seminars held at the same time.
The Committee would like to thank the members who have volunteered to moderate the 25
seminars to be offered in the fall. Without their creativity and dedication, we would not have the
high quality choices that you find in these pages.
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17 T H -C ENTURY E NGLAND
Moderator: Jim Harvey
Time: Thursdays, 9:30 am–11:30 am
Place: Renaissance Center, upstairs classroom, 650 E. Pleasant Street, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
To explore the society of 17 t h -century England.
Early colonial America was shaped by emigrants from England during the 17th century. This was a
time of political and religious ferment, a Civil War, and a time of amazing intellectual achievement.
Possible topics for presentation, include political figures – James I, Charles I, Charles II, Oliver
Cromwell, and John Pym. There was of course the Grand Remonstrance and the Civil War itself.
Related topics include the Diggers and Levelers, and the Separatists. There were also important
religious developments in the period, such as a new translation of the Bible (the King James Bible),
the Puritans, and Bishop Laud leading the Church of England.
The seminar also will not neglect the everyday life of ordinary citizens, the economy, fashion and
London itself.
This was a period of major scientific, artistic and philosophical development represented by the
figures of Isaac Newton, Robert Boyle, William Hogarth, Lady Mary Wroth, John Milton, and John
Locke.
In addressing this and other issues we hope to be able to shed light on why so many left England,
what values they brought with them from their birth country, and the legacy of this period that
continues to shape present day America.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Prepare and deliver a presentation of 30-40 min. duration, participate in
class discussion and read the background material.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 16
Resources: Publications and other resources that will be used by all participants (authors, titles,
and editions if applicable) will be provided.
The Moderator: Jim got interested in this topic through researching ancestors who migrated to
New England during this period. He has led many seminars over the past 13 years.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae au ditors are welcome
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"C OOKED " IN THE P IONEER V ALLEY
Moderators: Fran Volkmann and Joan Davis
Time: Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am
Place: Northampton Lathrop, the Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Drive (off Bridge Road)
Parking: Please park considerately on Shallowbrook Drive
Based on the study and amplification of Michael Pollan's book Cooked, and four field
trips to food production establishments in the Pioneer Valley, the seminar will explore
the history, techniques and implications of cooking with Fire, Water, Air and Earth.
This is a seminar for people who really care about food in all of its myriad meanings, who would
like to work collaboratively with others to explore Pollan's ideas and to plan and participate in
field trips to establishments exemplifying the major categories of cooking (Fire, Water, Air, and
Earth)
Following two introductory and background sessions, participants will work together in groups of
three to plan two sessions on each category, one of which will be a field trip to a local restaurant
or business that features that category.
For example, under "Fire" we might talk about the cultural importance of fire, and/or issues
related to raising meat. We might visit a barbecue restaurant for lunch and tour the fire pit. The
category "Air" suggests looking into kinds of wheat, or the history of leavening. We might visit a
bakery such as the Hungry Ghost.
As a whole, our experiences will move from our interest in cooking per se to, with Pollan, "an
investigation of how cooking involves us in a web of social and ecological relationships: with
plants and animals, the soil, farmers, our history and culture and, of course, the people our
cooking nourishes and delights."
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: We ask that you read Cooked prior to the first meeting of the seminar.
During the first meeting we will form the four working groups. Each group will be responsible for
two sessions which will include a field trip, so participants must be available over the lunch hour.
You may divide the tasks any way you like, from giving a presentation, to leading a discussion, to
arranging the field trip, to any other means of active participation your group chooses.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 14
Resources: Pollan, Michael. Cooked: A Natural History of Transformation. The Penguin Press, New
York, 2013. Available in Paperback.
In the course of the seminar, additional materials may be assigned by participants responsible for
specific topics.
The moderators: Both of the moderators are, let's face it, "foodies," both have lived in the
Pioneer Valley a long time, and are aware that the wealth of local food production here presents
an unusual opportunity to explore these resources.
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T HE C OMMONS : P AST , P RESENT AND F UTURE
Moderators: Katherine Campbell and Susan Beer
Time: Mondays, 10:00 am –noon
Place: Applewood, The Tavern, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive,
not in the parking lot!
To explore the idea and role of the commons in shaping human society from its
beginnings in pre -history to its current manifestations and future potential for
affecting social, legal, economic and governance policy .

“The commons” is not merely a resource. It is a resource plus a defined community and the
protocols, values and norms devised by the community to manage that resource. (See
http://bollier.org/commons-short-and-sweet.)
Hunting and gathering commons were one of the earliest forms of organizing human social and
economic life. Grazing and forest commons remained important in Europe until the enclosure
movement and industrialization, while water commons systems remain to this day in many parts
of the world, although under similar enclosure pressures. Commons of other types continue to be
invented in new situations, although they remain largely unrecognized in an economic discourse
controlled by the more familiar dichotomy of “market” and “state.”
In this seminar we hope to explore this evolution and project it into the future. Many participants
will be able to find a point of intersection between commons and their own interests, be they in
history, politics, governance, environment, the arts or philosophy. For example, historical topics
might include the Charter of the Forest (1217) or the commons of New England towns. Projecting
into the future, we might consider the potential of commons as self-organizing subsystems as
human society attempts to adapt to an increasingly crowded and over-exploited planet.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Each participant will present and lead a discussion on a chosen topic.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 18
Resources: Think Like a Commoner: A Short Introduction to the Life of the Commons by David
Bollier (New Society Publishers, 2014)
The Moderators: Kathy has participated in a number of LIR seminars, and is now Assistant
Treasurer. This will be her first venture into designing and moderating a seminar. Susan has been
an active member of LIR since 2012 and currently serves on the Curriculum Committee.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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C RAFT R EVEALED
Moderators: Gail Gaustad and Nancy Young
Time: Wednesdays, 10:00 am –noon
Place: Rockridge Retirement Community, Activity Room, 25 Coles Meadow Road,
Northampton
Parking: Ample parking on site
Learning to appreciate a handcrafted item though its history and creation
process
Each participant will select a handcrafted item and give a presentation about the history of the
craft, variations within the craft, and what’s involved in its creation. Other topics may include the
source of materials, tools involved, how the craft is learned, and what is particularly hard and/or
fun about the craft. Demonstrations are welcome.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Each participant will have 40 minutes to present one or two crafts and
participate in the group discussion that follows the presentation.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
The Moderators: Gail and Nancy are experienced in a variety of crafts.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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D O Y OU S EE W HAT I S EE ? H OW ? L IGHT , V ISION & P ERCEPTION
Moderators: Janet Price and Jim Scott
Time: Wednesdays, 10:00 am–noon
Place: Applewood, 1 s t Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive,
not in the parking lot!
This seminar will explore the physical nature of light and how light interacts
with living organisms to help them function in the world around them.
For people, vision is probably the most important sense in relating to our environment. This
seminar will offer participants the opportunity to explore the nature of light, the ways in which
light interacts with living organisms – both people and other species, and how light is transformed
into something we think we see.
We will begin with a review of the physical characteristics of light, the evolution of the human eye,
and the structure and function of the human eye. Then we will consider vision in other species
such as birds and fish. Looking at the eyes of other species provides a context for investigating the
details of how our own eyes work.
Finally, we will cover a variety of topics related to just how people interpret light and use it to
construct the world around them. Some possibilities are: Depth perception, stereoscopes, and 3D
photography; The Color Wheel and mixing paints vs mixing lights; optical illusions based on color;
The use of color and light by artists; Psychological and cultural responses to color; Nearsighted
ness, farsightedness and astigmatism; causes and corrections
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Participants will actively participate in the research and presentation of a
topic within the scope of this seminar, and lead the discussion. Due to the nature of the topics,
presentations will probably include visuals in the form of diagrams and slide shows in
PowerPoint.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 18
Resources: At this time the moderators have been unable to find a single suitable text that
addresses the scope of the topics of this seminar. There will be many internet references on
individual topics that will be made available to participants.
The moderators: Janet, with a background in information technology, has a wide-ranging
interest and curiosity about many things. She has moderated a number of seminars on various
topics of her interests. Jim, with a background in science education and a passion for history, has
moderated many seminars both in science and history.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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D ON Q UIXOTE , P ART I
Moderator: Nina Scott
Time: Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm
Place: Amherst Woman’s Club, 35 Triangle Street, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
To read and discuss one of the greatest works of Western literature. No outside
research is required.
Don Quixote has been called the first modern novel, a work in which fiction and reality are
inseparable. In critic Harold Bloom's opinion, "So subtle is Cervantes that he needs to be read on
as many levels as Dante." But this book is also funny, touching, at times sad, and always wise. It
celebrates one of the firmest friendships in literature, that of the Knight and of his squire, Sancho
Panza.
Note: This seminar will cover Part I (1605). A subsequent, free-standing seminar in the spring will
cover Part II (1615). LIR rules preclude any registration preference in the spring semester for
those people who take Part I this fall.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Since this is a long and complex book, you need to do no outside reading;
however, if you wish to follow up some fascinating point, by all means consult other sources. We will
be covering some 60 pages of the text/session, with two participants leading the discussion.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 17
Resources: We shall be using Edith Grossman's translation (ISBN 006-093434-4), published in
paperback by HarperCollins. Do NOT get any other translation, as our page assignments will not
line up.
The moderator: Nina was Professor of Spanish at UMass for 34 years. She moderated a seminar
on Don Quixote for 5CLIR in 2008–9 and found it one of the most rewarding and exhilarating
literary experiences she has had in her long and checkered career.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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F ICTION W RITERS W ORKSHOP
Moderator: David Neelon
Time: Tuesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm
Place: Rockridge Retirement Community, Library, 25 Coles Meadow Road,
Northampton
Parking: Ample parking on site
A place for fiction writers t o gather, exchange, read, and constructively comment
on their work.

Fiction writers will exchange work, on paper or electronically. Each week volunteers whose work
in progress is ready to be presented will provide copies a few days in advance and read aloud to
the group for about 20–30 minutes, after which constructive commentary will be offered by all
members and discussed. Some pertinent reading about the craft of writing may be presented and
discussed.
The term “fiction” includes:
1. Short stories, chapters, novels or novellas
2. Sketches or fragments intended for development into larger works, such as character studies,
settings, plot frameworks, and fictional epistolary exchanges
This is NOT:
1. A journal or life story workshop
2. A tutorial on getting your work published
3. A seminar in literary criticism
4. A workshop on poetry or theatrical scripts
Format: Workshop
Role of participants: To write fiction, prepare copies for the group, submit one or more
example of work in progress to the group, read aloud for 20–30 minutes. Read work of others and
participate in constructive commentary on works presented. If desired, present and discuss
outside reading on topics related to fiction writing.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 6–12
Resources: Suggested readings will be provided before beginning of workshop, and from time to
time.
The Moderator: David has led writing workshops in Ohio and Massachusetts, and last year
moderated an LIR seminar. He has authored articles on sailing in Cruising World and Blue Water
Sailing, and is a seldom published writer of short stories and novels.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
15
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F IRST L ADIES : T HE IR P UBLIC AND P RIVATE L IVES
Moderators: Ann Hartman and Joan Laird
Time: Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 am
Place: Northampton Lathrop, the Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Drive (off Bridge Road)
Parking: Please park considerately on Shallowbrook Drive
Members will have an opportunity to learn about this varied and, in many
cases, amazing group of women.
What role did Martha Washington play in the American Revolution? Was Mary Todd Lincoln really
mentally ill? How did various First Ladies react to their husbands' affairs? We will explore the
lives, views, and activities of the First Ladies participants choose to research. Among other things,
we will look at their backgrounds, relationships with their husbands, integrity and leadership
qualities, and their political influence. Another important area to explore will be how various First
Ladies were perceived by the public and how these perceptions influenced the politics of the time.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Participants will choose a First Lady to study, make a 25–30 minute
presentation, and lead a discussion.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Resources: Caroli, Betty Boyd. First Ladies. Oxford, 2010.
Also recommended –
Anthony, Carl. First Ladies: The Saga of the Presidents' Wives and Their Power, 1789–1961.
Anthony, Carl. First Ladies: The Saga of the Presidents' Wives and Their Power, 1961–1990;
William Morrow, 1991.
Susan Swain and C-SPAN. “First Ladies.” C-SPAN, 2015.
Additional resources will be provided for participants.
The Moderators: Both moderators are long-time members of LIR. Both have moderated and
taken many seminars and both have long been interested in history, biography, and the stories of
women's lives.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome

16

5CLIR – Summer & Fall 2016

H OW P OETRY A CHIEVES I TS E FFECT T HROUGH N ATURE
I MAGERY
Moderator: Martha Nelson
Time: Mondays, 10:00 am–noon
Place: Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308, Northampton
Parking: You will be issued a Smith College campus parking permit
To explore how poetry that employs nature imagery often speaks to us
personally, universally. The ultimate effect of poetry is to reveal our share d
human experience. This seminar seeks to do just that.
Just as nature has the power to heal and inspire, so poetry that employs the sounds and images of
the natural world can have a powerful effect on our lives. Indeed, we often turn to nature and to
poetry for encouragement in times of personal crisis. In this seminar, as facilitated by the
moderator, we will explore how certain poems have the power to heal, inspire, or otherwise
enrich our lives. To enhance the seminar experience, the moderator will play recordings of
American poets reading their poems, including Edna Saint Vincent Millay, Wallace Stevens, Sylvia
Plath, and Lawrence Ferlinghetti. The first meeting will be a time for the moderator to explain the
format of the seminar and for participants to introduce themselves, in part by reading a poem they
have brought to share.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Each participant will choose ten poems to present that personally
resonate, and make ten copies to distribute to the group. Selected poems must employ nature
imagery and be by published poets, past or present, and may include poems in translation. On the
day of presentation, the participant will be prepared to read each poem and give a short bio of
each author. After the poem is presented, discussion will be opened to the group, and the poem
will be read again.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 10
Resources: Libraries, internet, and each participant's personal poetry collection.
The Moderator: The Moderator has pursued her interest in poetry for decades, through formal
study and independently. In recent years, she has conducted readings and discussions of poetry
from her personal anthology of memorable poems at public libraries and in university English
classes.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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L ET ’ S T ALK A BOUT S PORTS
Moderators: Richard Szlosek and Larry Gutlerner
Time: Mondays, 1:30–3:30 pm
Place: Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308, Northampton
Parking: You will be issued a Smith College campus parking permit
In this seminar we will kick back each week and discuss a different sport and
how it inspired our hopes, expectations and emotions throughout our lives.
Before the start of the seminar the moderators will provide the members with a list of popular
sports. From that list eight sports will be chosen and each week one of them will be discussed for a
two-hour period. Discussion will include the early history of the sport right up to its present
emanation and, hopefully, the seminar members will talk freely about their personal histories and
experiences with the sport, both positive and negative ones.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Each participant will choose a sport and team up with another member
who has chosen the same sport. They will determine if they wish to act as a team for the entire
two hours or each lead the discussion in separate hours. They will be free to suggest readings but
will be expected to incorporate some history of the sport in their presentation as well as talking
about the sport's most famous personalities.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16
Resources: Participants will be free to choose the readings they employ in their presentations
and will be expected to recommend them to the rest of the seminar.
The Moderators: Larry has previously led a seminar on Sports in America. Rich has moderated
many seminars dealing with American history and literature.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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L ITERARY P ORTRAYALS OF I LLNESS : T HE R EALISM AND THE
M YTH
Moderators: Bobbie Reitt and Laura Price
Time: Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm
Place: Easthampton Lathrop, Mount Tom Room, 100 Bassett Brook Drive
Parking: Ample parking on site
To focus attention on how culture shapes the experience of illness or impairment,
and how fiction expresses individual and shared understandings of disease and
disability.

Susan Sontag remarked in Illness as Metaphor, “Nothing is more punitive than to give a disease a
meaning.” We will explore her idea and how it plays out in specific works, focusing on ways that
characters' experience of illness or disability is shown to be shaped by their personalities, life
histories, and cultural attitudes.
We will read a range of works, from Tolstoy’s classic novella The Death of Ivan Ilych to The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, a modern novel. Do not fear that this will be a “doom and
gloom” seminar; some of the books are humorous and uplifting. As we explore the literary side of
each work, we will observe how the writer’s choices of such matters as narrative style, plot, and
point of view affect us as readers. As we explore each portrayal of illness, we will examine the
personal, familial, and social issues it brings up for characters.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Each session will have two presentations for one work in our reading list.
One will focus on the way an illness is portrayed (not the medical facts); the other will focus on the
literary qualities of the work. Participants will choose a work and one of the focuses, and then
prepare a presentation and lead the discussion following. They will be asked to read all the works
on the list.
Number of participants (including th e moderator): 18
Resources: Our reading list consists of eight works: Andrea Barrett's The Air We Breathe, Doris
Betts's Souls Raised from the Dead, Mark Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in the NightTime, David Lodge's Deaf Sentence, R. J. Palacio's Wonder, Philip Roth's Nemesis, Matthew
Thomas's We Are Not Ourselves, and Leo Tolstoy's The Death of Ivan Ilyich.
The Moderators: Bobbie is a retired book editor and teacher who has moderated or comoderated ten 5CLIR seminars in literature and history. Laura is a retired pediatrician interested
in family functioning, especially around illness. This is her first time moderating.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome , but will be required to
read all eight books for the seminar and participate fully in class discussions.
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THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO MADE AMERICAN TELEVISION
Moderator: Dean Poli
Time: Mondays, 10:00 am-noon [No seminar October 10 t h , Columbus Day]
Place: UMass Transit Facility, Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst
Parking: You will be issued a parking permit for adjacent Lot 45
The purpose of this seminar is to explore the history of TV programming from
its beginnings as a "spin -off" of radio.
This seminar will explore the history of TV programming during the 20th Century. The role
played by these pioneers in developing the various major genres such as westerns, crime dramas,
sitcoms, late night, mini-series, kids’ shows, etc., will be discussed.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Participants will be expected to prepare a short presentation concerning
the role various performers and producers have had in the creation of the television genres of the
20th century (prior to the '90s). Each participant will pick one or more performers such as Carol
Burnett, Lucille Ball, Jackie Gleason, Roy Rogers, James Garner, James Arness, Jack Webb, Johnny
Carson, etc., or a producer such as Norman Lear or Steven Bochco and discuss their role in the
creation of the various genres.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 16
Resources: Several books are available that discuss the history of American television. Among
them are Prime Time, Prime Movers by Marc and Thompson, and From Daytime to Primetime, the
History of American Television Programs by Roman. A good web site is PBS.org where it is possible
to view some episodes of their series "Pioneers of TV."
The Moderator: Dean has moderated and co-moderated several LIR seminars. Almost all have
dealt with some category of history, including film, war, Presidents and immigration.

Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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T HE N EW G OLDEN A GE O F A STRONOMY
Moderator: John Armstrong
Time: Tuesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm
Place: Smith College, Dewey Hall, Common Room, Northampton
Parking: You will be issued a Smith campus parking permit
To have participants learn about and share aspects of the remarkable
discoveries and images that have resulted from the recent generation of
telescopes and robotic space probes.
The past 20 years have seen a new generation of powerful telescopes come into service,
supplementing the continuing flood of discoveries from the Hubble Telescope. A series of
increasingly powerful robotic space probes have visited all the outer planets as well as several
comets and asteroids. There have been many surprises and a vast trove of never-before-seen
views of regions of the cosmos. Telescopes now probe the cosmos in “light” from radio-waves,
microwaves, infrared, visible, ultraviolet, and x-rays to gamma-rays. The concepts of “dark energy”
and “dark matter” have become hot topics in astronomy based on telescopic investigations.
Recently, Einstein's gravitational waves have been directly detected, opening up a new, nonelectromagnetic window on the universe. A universe that is now seen not only to be expanding,
but expanding at an accelerating rate.
Most of this new information and these new images are available to the public (which has paid for
them) and will be the 'mine' from which participants extract material for their presentations.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: To choose and present from a long list provided by the moderator of
recent astronomical findings. If participants do not have their own laptop or tablet computers
they can bring to the seminar, the moderator will provide a laptop computer that can
project/show A/V material.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16
Resources: The web contains a vast and up-to-date collection of images, lay language
explanations, and discussions of new questions and theories that are part of this new golden age of
astronomy. Ability to use online resources is a requirement for this seminar, since there is no
other way to obtain up-to-date information in this area.
The Moderator: The moderator is a retired physicist who has moderated many LIR seminars on
science and technology topics.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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N OVEMBER

201 6 E LECTIONS :

P RESIDENTIAL (P ART 2 ),

C ONGRESSIONAL AND S TATE
Moderators: Jay Russell and Chuck Gillies
Time: Mondays, 2:00-4:00 pm [Note: different time]
Place: Smith College, Dewey Hall, Common Room, Northampton
Parking: You will be issued a Smith campus parking permit
To explore the candidates and issues in the presidential, congressional and state
campaigns leading up to election day, and after the votes are counted, the implications of
the election results.
Every presidential election year since LIR's founding, LIR has offered a fall seminar on the general
election. Following an unprecedented and fascinating primary and caucus season this spring (and
perhaps a contested Republican convention and third party or independent candidacies), the
general election will almost certainly be one of the most interesting and consequential elections in
many years.
The seminar will focus, as much as possible from an actual "fair and balanced" (i.e. objective)
perspective, on the presidential candidates' strengths and weaknesses (personally and electorally)
and their competing positions on the major issues. The seminar will also examine congressional
and state elections and the consequences their outcome may have beginning in 2017. The
seminar will also analyze unfolding current events that may significantly affect the outcome of the
election, as well as aspects of the political process (e.g. campaign finance, advertising, etc.) that
may play major roles in determining the election results.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Each participant will give a 20–30 minute presentation on a topic
relevant to the election. Each meeting will consist of two presentations, a brief question and
discussion period following each presentation, and, after a break, a round table session for all
participants to discuss recent events and upcoming happenings.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Resources: The moderators may suggest a book or two for background reading. A list of
suggested sources will be available at the Preview.
The Moderators: Both moderators are self-professed "political junkies" and were comoderators of this spring's seminar: "2016 Primary and Caucus Season (Presidential Election
Part 1)." Jay is a retired attorney whose interests include history and politics. Chuck has
participated in and moderated earlier election seminars, and he is interested in politics and
history and the connections between them.
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P LAY -R EADING FOR THE F UN OF I T : A PPROACHING D RAMA AS
P ERFORMERS
Moderator: Kitty Florey
Time: Tuesdays, 10:15 am –12:15 pm (Note different start time)
Place: Amherst Media, 246 College Street (Route 9, toward s Belchertown), Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
In this group, we will bring drama to life by reading plays aloud –
unrehearsed, with everyone taking one or more roles – and discussing them
afterward. No acting experience – or even talent! – is necessary.
The point is to have some fun as we unleash our inner Helen Mirrens and Mark Rylances. We'll
begin by reading a play aloud, with preparation or cold turkey – whatever seems right for each
actor. Then we'll talk a little bit about each one. The emphasis is on our experience of being an
actor in the drama, but we may also want to talk about plot, characters, settings, themes, and (not
least) the playwright's use of language.
Format: Workshop
Role of participants: Each participant will be part of the play-reading process, with roles to be
determined by discussion, personal preference, and (if necessary) picking names from a hat! Be
prepared to take on multiple parts, to share roles if necessary, and to become a character of a
different age or gender than your own. After each "production," participants will be asked to give a
short summary of their impressions of the play and the experience of acting in it.
Number of participants (including the moderat or): 10
Resources: To be determined. I'm hoping we can cover three or four plays. I'm thinking of Uncle
Vanya (Chekhov), A Delicate Balance (Albee), Watch On The Rhine (Hellman), and maybe a more
contemporary work. The choices will depend partly on how many participants there are and how
much time the readings take – also on how easy it is to get multiple copies.
The Moderator: Kitty has lived in Amherst for four years. She is the author of twelve novels,
three works of nonfiction, and many essays and short stories – but has never written a play or
acted in one. She will probably never do the former, but is looking forward to doing the latter on
the small and friendly stage of this LIR-member workshop.
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P RINTMAKING – P ROCESS AND P RACTICE
Moderators: Ellen Kosmer and Honoré David
Time: Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am
Place: Loomis Village, Mountainside Craft Room, 20 Bayon Drive, South Hadley
Parking: Ample parking on site
How to introduce participants to a variety of printmaking techniques and
provide some hands-on experience.
Have you ever wondered what the difference is between an etching and an engraving? What is a
lithograph? What is an original print? It has only been during the 20th century that artists and
curators have felt the need to regard prints as “original” and to qualify them as such. This seminar
will examine a short anatomy of printmaking: techniques, paper, and some of the artists and
vocabulary of the printmaking world. It is hands-on and will teach you “how” by doing.
Join our seminar in which we will study how prints are made, learn about certain printmakers,
examine some original prints, try out tools used in various processes, and learn how it feels to
work in various media. You may end up with a masterpiece of your own!
Included will be visits to a printmaker’s studio and to an art gallery to examine some original
prints.
Format: Workshop
Role of participants: Research and participation in class discussion of printers’ techniques,
make and print a linoleum block and experiment with a variety of mono print techniques. Some
participants may want to print on fabric.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 10
Resources: Internet sources; museum and workshop visit.
William Ivins: How Prints Look, Pub. 1987. [Available from amazon.com for $25.29 to $0.40 (plus
shipping).]
The Moderators: Ellen, an art historian, has taught art history, and since her graduation from
Mass College of Art has continued her interest in studio art. She works in mixed media and
printmaking. Honoré, a museum educator, was an elementary school art teacher for several years,
until she returned to graduate school in art history. Throughout her career, she has taught
children how to appreciate fine artists through experimenting with techniques of making paper,
prints, and sculpture.
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SHAKESPEARE: HIS WORLD AND HIS WORK
Moderator: Ruthie Kosiorek
Time: Wednesdays, 10:00 am –noon
Place: Loomis Village, 3 r d Floor Conference Room, 20 Bayon Drive, South Hadley
Parking: Ample parking on site
To explore the world of William Shakespeare and a selection of his timeless and
universal work.
To mark the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare's death, we will study a selection of the works of
the greatest playwright of the English language.
His plays possess an enduring vitality to which we can relate even today. If you want to know what
Shakespeare thought about royalty, about love and the sanctity of marriage, or how he felt about
the military, the government, or grief and death, the answers are in his plays.
The moderator will select one "sunny" comedy, one "problem" comedy, one tragedy, one play
dealing with the treatment of women, one "experimental" play, one "Chronicle" play, and one
"late" play for discussion.
In addition to these works the class schedule will include investigating aspects of the Elizabethan
Age and several sonnets.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Participants will receive a list of the works and topics to be considered.
Everyone will read all the plays on the list. People will then choose one, making a presentation in class
and then leading a general discussion.
The moderator will also choose several sonnets and some ideas for topics on aspects of the Elizabethan
Age, which will also be considered for presentations.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Resources: The individual plays are available at bookstores or by purchase on-line. A good Complete
Works of William Shakespeare would come in handy and can be purchased used from Amazon. I'm
using my old college textbook! Information about the Elizabethan Age is readily available on-line
The Moderator: Ruthie is always amazed when reading or seeing Shakespeare's plays (or a movie
when the Amherst Cinema isn't sold out) by some phrase of his which expresses what she thought to be
her own secret or her own discovery.
25

5CLIR – Summer & Fall 2016

S TORIES OF A GING IN C ONTEMPORARY N OVELS
Moderators: Ruth Elcan and Joan Cenedella
Time: Mondays, 1:30-3:30 pm [9 -week seminar; snow date November 28 t h ]
Place: Northampton Lathrop, The Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Drive (off Bridge Road
Parking: Please park considerately on Shallowbrook Drive
To read, enjoy, and discuss six contemporary novels of literary merit, first for their
writers' strategies and broad themes, and second, for what the novels have to say
about the experiences and concerns of aging.

We will read and discuss seven compelling, contemporary novels in which the protagonist, or a
character close to the protagonist, is over age 65. We will examine these novels both as stories –
works of literature – and as representations of older people in a variety of contemporary settings.
First, the work as story: Is it suspenseful, lyric, contemplative, moving, poetic? How important and
engaging are the setting, plot, and characters? What about the narrator's voice: Is it reliable or
unreliable, smart, quiet, loud, assertive, hesitant, ironic? What is the narrative style? These are the
elements that create the reading experience. In each book what themes do you think most
engaged the author? What did the story mean to you?
Second, what do these works say about aging from the perspectives of the aging person and other
characters? How do nationality, community, socio-economic status, race, family, and gender affect
how aging is experienced? Are the issues the novels raise relevant to us or others we know? How
do the views of aging in these works compare with one another?
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Read the six assigned contemporary novels. Each session will feature one
novel with two presenters: first, for an overview and discussion of the novel's setting, central
characters, timeframe and literary qualities, and second, for a discussion of the novel's
representation of the experience and concerns of aging.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 14
Resources: Sebastian Barry, The Secret Scripture; Elizabeth Taylor, Mrs. Palfrey at the Claremont;
Richard Ford, Let Me Be Frank With You; Muriel Spark, Memento Mori; Kent Haruf, Our Souls at
Night; Kazuo Ishiguro, An Artist of the Floating World.
The Moderators: Joan, a retired educator, is a writer of personal essays and short fiction. Her
collection of stories, Nothing Brave Here, was published in 2013. Ruth taught college English for
decades. Subsequently she studied art and painted for 15 years until becoming more excited by
the challenge of LIR seminars four years ago.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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S YRIA AND L EBANON :

191 6 –201 6

Moderators: Eleanor Johnson and Joan Wofford
Time: Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30 am
Place: Easthampton Lathrop, Mount Tom Room, 100 Bassett Brook Drive
Parking: Ample parking on site
This seminar will explore some of the many factors that are contributing to
tumultuous conflict and social upheaval in Syria and Lebanon today.
Much of the West’s attention on Syria and Lebanon has been focused on terrorism and insecurity.
Consequently many of us are unaware of the religious, social, political, and environmental
complexities that make these two countries so vibrant and interesting, but often perplexing. This
seminar will explore a number of issues and how they are contributing to the current turmoil in
the area: Some of these issues include:
· Religion and sectarianism (Christian/Muslim)
· The continuously fraught relations between “Greater Syria” and Lebanon
· Family-led governments: sectarian leadership in Lebanon/Syrian dictatorship
· Human rights: Lebanon vs Syria
· The civil wars in Lebanon and Syria and their impact on education, women, families, health, and
the environment.
· The refugee problem in Lebanon: 1948–2016
· Hezbollah
· Foreign intervention: 1945 – today
· Destruction of historical records in Syria
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Each participant will make a 25-minute presentation on an area of
interest, chosen from the list above or proposed by the participant, in consultation with the
moderators, and lead a subsequent discussion. The purpose of the seminar is to explore issues
and to begin to understand the complexities of the relations between these two countries – not to
solve problems!
Number of participants (including the moderators): 18
Resources: Participants will be expected to use the internet as a source of information. Books
and articles on specific topics will be recommended, and a list of resources will be provided at the
Preview.
The moderators: Eleanor: “I was born and raised in Lebanon, and lived and worked in Beirut
from 1998–2013 at the American University of Beirut. This is a country and people that I love, and
I hope to share my enthusiasm.” Joan has moderated more than 14 LIR seminars. She has long
been interested in the Middle East, traveling there a number of times and offering a series of LIR
seminars that have examined issues in the Middle East.
Space permitting, Emeriti/Emeritae auditors are welcome
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T HE ISM AND ATHE ISM : H OW CAN BOTH BE WRONG ?
Moderator: Jim Averill
Time: Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm
Place: Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 845 West Street, Amherst (Note new
address: Hitchcock Center has moved to Hampshire College area)
Parking: Ample parking on site
In this election year we hear much talk about God and religious freedoms. However,
conceptions of God differ, both within and between religious traditions. We will
explore such differences and their supporting evidence; likewise for atheistic
alternatives.
David Gelernter, a leading computer scientist, writes that, “The original, most basic repressed idea
of the modern psyche is our belief in God.” “Repressed” seems too strong a word: Over 80% of
Americans profess belief in God, and nearly 60% believe that religion is able to solve society’s
problems. Yet Gelernter is correct in this respect: few people are able to say exactly what they
mean when they speak of “God.” Similarly, atheists are often accused of conjuring up “straw gods”
to attack. In this seminar, we explore some of the grounds for both theistic and atheistic beliefs,
their social implications, and whether any conciliation (not counting agnosticism) is possible. For
theists, we ask: How do you conceive of the God you believe in? For atheists: Is the God you don’t
believe in the same as the God I don’t believe in? And for both: On what evidence (rational or
experiential) do you base your beliefs? No background in philosophy or theology is presumed,
only a willingness to engage in discussion in an open and respectful manner. The goal is not to
proselytize, but to clarify. Diverse religious and secular traditions, Eastern as well as Western, will
be considered.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Make a presentation and lead a discussion on one side or the other of the
theism/atheism divide. The moderator will provide a list of suggested topics and an annotated
bibliography. Participants are encouraged to suggest topics not on the list, and to recommend
readings of their own that others might find interesting.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 16
Resources: The following two books (available in inexpensive paperback editions) provide a
basis for informed discussion and should be read by the start of the semester:
Hart, David B. The Experience of God: Being, Consciousness, Bliss. Yale University Press, 2013. (Hart,
an Eastern Orthodox scholar, explores commonalities in the concept of God across various faith
traditions.)
Hitchens, Christopher. The Portable Atheist: Essential Readings for the Nonbeliever. Da Capo Press,
2007. (47 excerpts by prominent atheists, from ancient to modern times. No need to read them all;
select those that interest you the most.)
The Moderator: This is the third seminar I will have moderated; my educational background is
in psychology and philosophy.
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T HE V IKINGS
Moderators: Larry Ambs and Bob Romer
Time: Wednesdays, 10:00 am –noon
Place: UMass Transit Facility, Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst
Parking: You will be issued a parking permit for adjacent Lot 45
In this seminar, we examine the influence of Scandinavians from the time of the
Romans until the consolidation of Europe around 1200CE. We will place special
emphasis on their culture, religion and demographics to understand what the
Viking concept means.
The Vikings, often referred to as the Barbarians from the North or the Sea Wolves, affected places
as far away as North America, the British Isles, Russia and Anatolia and in mainland Europe as far
south as the Mediterranean. During the times after the Roman conquest, Europe was home to
many peoples and village cultures that had developed farming, trading and manufacturing skills.
In this seminar we will explore those peoples and cultures on the northern edge of Europe, The
Vikings. Norway, Sweden and Denmark, although separated from each other geographically, had
similar life styles and ethnicity. However, due to climate and terrain, there were limitations on
their ability to grow and prosper locally. Instead, by developing superb sailing skills, they were
able to impact much of the known and unknown world at that time. The intent of this seminar is to
understand where they came from, what they accomplished and how this altered the Western
world.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Seminar presentations with discussion.
Number of participants (including the moderator): 18
Resources: The Various texts such as those below will be suggested which will give participants
background information to read before the semester begins. Beyond that, much information is
available on the internet.
Oliver, Neil: The Vikings, A New History; Pegasus Books, 2013
Brownworth, Lars: The Sea Wolves–A History of the Vikings; Crux Publishing, 2014
Forte, Angelo; Oram, Richard and Pederson, Frederic: Viking Empires; Cambridge Press, 2005
Clements, Jonathon: The Vikings; Avalon Publishing, 2005
Fitzhugh, William W. and Ward, Elisabeth I.: Vikings the North Atlantic Saga; Smithsonian
Institution Press; 2000
Price, T. Douglas: Ancient Scandinavia; Oxford Press, 2015
The Moderators: We are interested in historic cultures and the evolution of man in the world.
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W ATERCOLOR C LASS
Moderator: Turi MacCombie
Time: Tuesdays, 1:00–3:00 pm [Note different time]
Place: Applewood, The Craft Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive,
not in the parking lot!
This will be a class on the techniques of watercolor. Participants will produce
their own watercolors, guided by me, and hopefully inspired as well by others in
the class. I will do demonstrations from time to time to show different
techniques. Participants will be encouraged to follow their own leads, and
choose subject matter that excites them.
This will be a class primarily on watercolor technique, and I will urge everyone to be bold, trust in
the serendipitous, and keep it fun. A list of supplies will be provided, and everyone should be
aware that the expense can be considerable. Although my own work is quite realistic, if your
desire is to paint like John Marin, I will help guide you in that direction as well. Watercolor
painting has an undeserved reputation of being unforgiving and difficult. It does have limitations,
but overall, the medium is a joy to work in, very rewarding, and one can correct mistakes!
Format: Workshop
Role of participants: Participants should bring their own supplies, and a suggested list will be
provided. It would be helpful if everyone had an idea of what subject matter they would like to work
with. Photographs are fine, as are still life set-ups they can bring themselves. (Although be aware of the
inherent difficulty of still lifes!) I will bring my own extensive file of photos that I think would make
good subject matter. Anything can be used, including tapping into one's imagination as the inspiration
for a painting.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 10–12
The Moderator: I have been painting watercolors since I was a student in art school. For many years,
while living in NYC, I did children's book illustration, but for the past 20 years I have been painting
exclusively for galleries. My work tends to be large-scale, and focuses mostly on animals and florals. I
am currently with Michelson Gallery in Northampton. Over the years I have taught watercolor
workshops for the beginning and advanced student.
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"W HEN L OVE BECOMES AN O BSESSION "
Moderator: Gerald Goldman
Time: Thursdays, 10:15 am–12:15 pm (Begins Sept 22; no seminar Sept 29 or Nov 24 )
Place: National Yiddish Book Center, 1021 West Street, Amherst
Parking: Ample parking on site
To explore through reading and discussing two major novels how obsessive love
can alter the lives of the one who loves and the one who is loved.
What happens when the object of a man's love becomes his obsession? How does this affect his
judgment, indeed his sanity? And what is the effect on the object of his love? These are some of the
questions raised in two acknowledged masterpieces of Twentieth Century literature: F. Scott
Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby and Vladimir Nabokov's Lolita. In this seminar we will read and
discuss both novels, followed by a viewing of the movie version of each.
Format: Seminar
Role of participants: Participants will choose a topic to research from a list provided by the seminar
leader or select chapters from the two books and lead a discussion with the participation of the group.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 18
Resources: EACH PARTICIPANT MUST USE THE SAME EDITION OF BOTH BOOKS!
The Annotated Lolita, notes by Alfred Appel, Jr.; Vintage Books, paperback, 1991.
The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald; Scribner paperback, 2005.
The Moderator: Gerald is a retired rabbi who has led numerous seminars on modern literature.

31

5CLIR – Summer & Fall 2016

W RITING TO R EMEMBER - B LUE S ECTION
Moderators: Penny Johnson and Nancy Denig
Time: Mondays, 1:30–3:30 pm [No seminar October 10 th , Columbus Day]
Place: Lilly Library, 19 Meadow Street, Florence
Parking: Ample parking on site
Writing Your Own Story
“Whatever we call the form – autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history – writing
about one's life is a powerful human need. Who doesn't want to leave behind some record of his or
her accomplishments, thoughts and emotions? If it's a family history it will have the further value
of telling your children and your grandchildren who they are and what heritage they came from.
“Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One
of the saddest sentences I know is, ‘I wish I had asked my mother about that’” (Writing about Your
Life by William Zinsser). You'll enjoy writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other
people's lives, when you join our seminar.
Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing
more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help
to make this a rewarding experience for everyone.
Role of participants: To prepare and present two original pieces.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 12
The Moderators: Penny Johnson is a retired professor of medieval and women's history. She is
a deeply satisfied repeat participant of the Writing to Remember Blue Section, and is delighted to
co-moderate with Nancy Denig. Nancy is a retired landscape architect with an abiding interest in
the arts – literary, visual and musical. Her current (and ongoing) project is composing her life.
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W RITING TO R EMEMBER - R ED S ECTION
Moderators: Zina Tillona & Ellen Peck
Time: Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am
Place: Grace Episcopal Church Connector, 14 Boltwood Avenue (by the Town Common),
Amherst
Parking: On the Common; behind Town Hall; parking garage
Autobiographical writing
Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called Autobiographical Writing), Writing
to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each other a little
better. It is a chance to share your life experiences with fellow LIR members and, at the same time,
record them for yourselves and your family.
Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their
children and grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and
all are welcome. The writer gets feedback and, if desired, the group will offer suggestions for
revisions and/or possible additions, as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to
write; it aims, rather, to stimulate and encourage you to continue writing your own story. Your
writing can center on the events of family life, career experiences, or anything else you would like
to tell about yourself.
Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing
more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help
to make this a rewarding experience for everyone.
Role of participants: Prepare and present two original pieces.
Number of participants (including the moderators): 12
The Moderators: Zina has been writing all of her life – papers, reports, memos, legal briefs,
nasty letters, etc., etc. – as university professor of Italian, as university administrator and as a
practicing lawyer; now she writes for fun about herself and her life journey. Ellen has been an
English professor at Mount Holyoke but instead of doing academic analyses of others’ writing, she
much prefers writing about her own family and personal experiences.
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**Special Programs**
Note: Read the monthly 5CLIR Reporter for specific dates, times and locations for the following
Special Programs throughout the year. Contact the facilitators of individual Special Programs with
questions regarding accessibility, parking, guest attendance, etc. All events and locations noted
may be subject to change.

B OOK I NTEREST G ROUP
Naomi Yanis, Facilitator
This group meets once each month from September through May, from 1:30 to 3:30, on various
Friday afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep. Responsibility for leading the discussion of
each book is rotated among the membership of the book group, with meetings held in members’
homes. We read a variety of contemporary fiction and non-fiction, as well as literary classics. The
choices for the year are made early in the summer, so some of the reading may be done when
more time for reading might be available. Contact Naomi if you are interested in participating –
naomi@crocker.com, (413) 586-3399.

D INE A ROUND
Joice Gare, Coordinator
Members enjoy a meal together in a local restaurant, usually a weekday evening, about once a
month. Members are expected to take a turn making arrangements with the restaurant, setting a
date, planning the menu and collecting payment ahead of time. Contact Joice at
joicegare@verizon.net or (413) 584-6016 if you are interested in participating and are not already
on the Dine Around mailing list. Each participant is welcome to bring one guest.

E NCORE P ROGRAMS AND S PECIAL L ECTURES
Larry Ambs and Katy van Geel, Facilitators
Enjoy our Friday programs reprising some outstanding seminar presentations which members
believe would be of general interest. Occasionally we host outside speakers who discuss topics of
interest to our membership. We meet at various locations in the area, frequently at Applewood at
Amherst, and usually beginning at 11:00 am on a given Friday. Information about specific
programs is listed in the monthly LIR Newsletter and the on-line calendar. Contact Larry (413)
256-8324, ambs@umass.edu or Katy (413) 230-3237, ktvangeel@gmail.com for further details.

F RENCH C ONVERSATION
Judith Pool, Facilitator
This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French. They meet on Fridays
from 1:30 to 3:30 PM. The meeting is held at Judith's home in Northampton. Contact Judith to
register your interest in this program – jpool41@msn.com or (413) 586-2190.
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OPERA PREP
Peg Bedell, Facilitator
A series of HD video productions by the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the Hadley Cinemark
Theater on Saturday afternoons. Peg Bedell offers an introduction to each opera and the featured
performers at the Meeting Room of the Northampton Lathrop Community House on the preceding
Friday from 2:00 – 3:00 P.M. Anyone may attend any session and Lathrop residents are
encouraged to attend.
The Friday Special Program dates for the 2016 season are 10/7, 10/21, 12/9, 1/6, and 1/20. The
LIR monthly newsletter or a call to Peg at 413-585-8661, will provide further details. Please car
pool and park considerately on Shallowbrook Drive.
SCREENING DATE

COMPOSER

OPERA

October 8

Wagner

Tristan und Isolde

October 22

Mozart

Don Giovanni

December 10

Saariaho

L’amour de Loin

January 7

Verdi

Nabucco

January 21

Gounod

Romeo et Juliette

February 25

Dvorak

Rusalka

March 11

Verdi

La Traviata

March 25

Mozart

Idomeneo

April 22

Tchaikovsky

Eugene Onegin

May 13

Strauss

Der Rosenkavalier

S ALON M USIC
Jerry Goldman & Carol Rundberg, Facilitators
Enjoy the shared ambience of salon music making in which each musician, whatever their musical
level, plays a selection for the group in a relaxed atmosphere. This is what LIR member music
makers do once each month at the Northampton Community Music Center at 139 South Street.
The group meets on the third Friday of each month at 10:30 A.M. Music makers are amateurs
(lovers of music) who have in some cases returned to an instrument after a long hiatus, in other
cases are beginning to learn an instrument. To discuss becoming a music maker or to be put on
our e-mail list, please contact either Jerry Goldman, (413) 532-7553 (coqali@aol.com) or Carol
Rundberg, (413) 549-5377 (runcarol@crocker.com).
"Quien ama la musica, ama la vida" (Who loves music, loves life)
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE
John Armstrong and Dottie Rosenthal, Facilitators
Science Roundtable is a discussion group for anyone interested in current issues in science. At
each session we discuss one or two main topics presented by one of our members or a guest
speaker. We reserve time at the end of each session for questions and informal discussion and we
encourage members of the Science Roundtable to suggest topics for future sessions or to lead
discussions themselves.
We meet four times each semester on the third Thursdays of the month from 2 to 3:30 P.M. at the
Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop, #1 Shallowbrook Drive off Bridge Road in Northampton. A
background in science is not needed to participate, nor do you have to attend all sessions. If you
are interested in participating and are not already on our mailing list, contact one of the
facilitators so you will receive information about each upcoming session via email. Please park
considerately using the LIR parking map for Shallowbrook Drive.
Contact: Dorothy Rosenthal, dottierose1@gmail.com .

T HEATER I NTEREST G ROUP
Kay Klausewitz and Gary Roodman, Facilitators
The Theater Interest Group looks forward to attending professional-quality live theater plays and
musicals at the many active theaters outside our usual familiar communities yet most still within
an hour’s drive. Matinees are preferred and transportation will be arranged. Sometimes the
performance will include talks related to the show offered by the theater. Sometimes lunch might
be arranged on a “pay your own” basis. Group discounts make the shows more affordable.
Physical needs will be considered (such as hearing assistance, wheelchair ramps). Guests outside
of LIR may come with you. Possible venues are Worcester, Springfield, Lenox and Stockbridge,
Adams and Williamstown, Pittsfield and Greenfield, all in Massachusetts. In Connecticut, Hartford
and New Haven offer shows, as does Brattleboro, VT. For details on arrangements, contact the
facilitators, either Gary Roodman, at 586-2888 (groodman@gmail.com) or Kay Klausewitz, at
781-248-5446 (kayklausewitz@gmail.com).

V IEWPOINTS
Hy Edelstein, Facilitator
Viewpoints meets the first Thursday of each month, from 12:30 to 2:00 pm, in the small
conference room at Highland Valley Elder Services in Florence. This is an open, informal,
spontaneous discussion group, a fresh departure from the formal presentations and discussions in
our seminars. However, it does adhere to our peer-learning mission. While preparation is not
required, at each session several topics proposed by participants are discussed –- topics which
may be drawn from a whole spectrum of events and trends in society/culture, concerns over
developments in public/private life, issues in the humanities/technologies. Discussions over such
matters, drawing on the spontaneity, spirit, thoughtfulness, and good humor of its seasoned
participants, are indeed enriching learning experiences.
For more information, contact Hy at (413) 584-3060, hedelste@crocker.com.
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A N OTE F ROM

THE

S P ECIAL P ROGRAMS C OMMITTEE

If you are an LIR member and are interested in facilitating a Special Program, contact the Special
Programs Chair, Kay Klausewitz, by Email at kayklausewitz@gmail.com. If you could provide a
ride to a member to a Special Program or if you need a ride, contact Kay at 781-248-5446.

@@@@@@@@@@@@

** S UMMER

P ROGRAMS **

Registration deadline is May 20th for all events. To register for these programs, complete the
registration form(s) with this catalog and submit with your non-refundable payment. As a
courtesy to those involved in planning and presenting these programs, we ask that you make sure
that you will be able to attend an event before signing up for it. Please let the contact person know
if you cannot attend.
Please note that buses need to be confirmed and tickets bought weeks before these events. That is
why meeting the deadline is important and calling after the deadline to register will probably not
get you a ticket to an event. Please call or e-mail the contact person on your program for
information, not the LIR office. Thanks!

S UMMER P ROGRAM S CHEDULE Q UICK R EFERENCE
Date
Thur June 9
Wed June 29
Sat July 9
Wed July 27
Sat August 6

Event
UMass Amherst Buildings Tour
Hill-Stead House, Museum, Gardens
Porter-Phelps-Huntington House Museum
New Britain Museum of American Art
Porter-Phelps-Huntington House Museum

Time
10 am–noon
8:30–5:30
1:00–4:00
9:00–4:00
1:00–4:00

Place
Amherst, MA
Farmington & Litchfield
130 River Drive, Hadley
New Britain, CT
130 River Drive, Hadley
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WHAT’S NEW at UMASS?
A tour of cutting edge buildings

Date: Thursday, June 9
Time: 10:00 am – noon
Place: Integrated Science Building atrium, UMass Amherst
Cost: $2
Contact: Nancy Denig (413) 530-5468 or nancydenig10@gmail.com
The UMass campus seems to have been mushrooming in recent years. Join us on a tour of the
Integrated Science Building, Life Science Laboratories and the Integrative Learning Center to
see how state-of the-art architecture accommodates state-of-the-art approaches to
interdisciplinary research, team-based learning and other University programs. Registrants will
receive a map and fact sheet ahead of time, prepared by our tour leader, Jeff Quackenbush,
UMass’ Lead Capital Project Manager.
(Note: this tour had been postponed from its originally scheduled date this past winter.)

HILL-STEAD HOUSE, MUSEUM & GARDENS;
GOURMET LUNCH at APRICOTS;
WHITE FLOWER FARM
Impressionist Art and Gardens

Date: Wednesday, June 29
Time: 8:30 am – 5:30 pm
Place: Farmington and Litchfield, CT (via bus leaving from Sheldon Field in Northampton)
Cost: $90 per person (inclusive)
Contact Person: Marybeth Bridegam (413) 253-9562 or bmarybeth@comcast.net
Note: Important to sign up before the end of May
Hill-Stead, the 1901 Colonial Revival house designed by female architect Theoda Riddle, is
home to a magnificent collection of Impressionist masterpieces by Monet, Degas, Manet,
Whistler and Cassatt; captivating Japanese woodblock prints; and superb decorative arts. After a
gourmet lunch at the charming riverside Apricots Restaurant, travel to the outstanding gardens
of White Flower Farm to see the Begonia House, White/Moon Garden, Shade Garden, Sunny
Garden, the Lloyd Border, and other experimental gardens.
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PORTER-PHELPS-HUNTINGTON HOUSE MUSEUM
A tour and tea on the porch with live music

The Porter-Phelps-Huntington House Museum is a preserved Connecticut River Valley
farmstead – house and extensive acreage – listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Much of its significance stems from the fact it was continuously occupied by a single prominent
family from its construction in 1752 to the 1940s, when a member of the family’s eighth
generation turned it into a museum. Enjoy a tour of the distinguished house and its collections,
then relax on its porch for tea, pastries and a live concert by Honest Harmony, a cappella quartet
featuring music from the 12th to 20th century.
Date: Saturday, July 9
Time: 1:00 – 4:00 pm
Place: 130 River Drive, Hadley, MA
Cost: $20 per person (inclusive, for a group of 12 max)
Contact Person: Nancy Denig (413) 530-5468 or nancydenig10@gmail.com

NEW BRITAIN MUSEUM of AMERICAN ART
Date: Wednesday, July 27
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Place: New Britain, CT (via bus, leaving from Sheldon Field in Northampton)
Cost: $60 (excluding lunch)
Contact Person: Marybeth Bridegam (413) 253-9562 or bmarybeth@comcast.net
Delight in the American Masterpieces Tour of the New Britain Museum of American Art,
including fabulous glass sculptures by Chihuly, along with works by Georgia O’Keefe, Edward
Hopper, Grant Wood, Norman Rockwell, Mary Cassatt, Winslow Homer, John Singer Sargent,
and many more. After lunch on your own at the Museum Café, take some time to peruse more of
the exceptional collections of this first museum in the U.S. to offer only American Art.

PORTER-PHELPS-HUNTINGTON HOUSE MUSEUM
A tour and tea on the porch with live music

Date: Saturday, August 6
Time: 1:00 – 4:00 pm
Place: 130 River Drive, Hadley, MA
Cost: $20 per person (inclusive, for a group of 12 max)
Contact Person: Nancy Denig (413) 530-5468 or nancydenig10@gmail.com
LIR is offering this delightful tour, tea, and concert on two separate occasions, given the small
recommended group size. The live music for this date, will be brought to us by Peter West and
Burt Jackson, an instrumental jazz, pop and original song duo.
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5CLIR MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name _____________________________________ Address _______________________________________________________
City, State & Zip ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Email ________________________________________________________________ Phone (______) _____________________
In case of emergency or illness, I would like you to notify:
Name __________________________________________________________ Phone (______) ___________________________
I would like to become a 5CLIR member.
☐ $250 Full Year: July 1st – June 30th (All programs and privileges)
☐ $250 Full Year Emeriti/Emeritae (All programs and privileges; audit designated seminars only)
☐ $125 Half Year for New Members (Fall or spring term; all programs and privileges)
☐ $125 Associate for Former Full Members (No seminars or voting right)
☐ $125 Discounted Full Year: July 1st – June 30th (For individuals living on a restricted income or
experiencing large medical/other bills; all benefits and rights)
☐ My circumstances create a need greater than above. I will contact the 5CLIR Treasurer through
the Office Manager (Callie Orszak, 585-3756) to discuss additional dues reduction.
☐ Tax Deductible Contribution - The 5CLIR Membership Assistance Fund offers financial
assistance to applicants who qualify. To help support such aid to fellow members, I enclose a gift
to the Membership Assistance Fund in the amount of __________.
Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.”
Mail to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
Members may: participate in fall and spring seminars, winter and summer programs, and special
year-round programs; receive all publications; join a committee; vote in annual elections; and
receive a membership card providing borrowing privileges at the libraries of the five colleges and
free transportation on the PVTA buses.
If a fully paid member is unable to register for a fall or spring seminar, a refund of $50 can be applied
for in writing. The request must be received by March 15 of the current membership year.
As a member of Five College Learning in Retirement, I recognize that my address, email address
and telephone number will appear in the 5CLIR membership directory and my photograph may
appear in the Newsletter or on the website unless I request an exemption in writing.
Signature: __________________________________________________________ Date ____________________________________
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S EMINAR R EGISTRATION P ROCEDURES
Important information about seminars
Registration
Although you may register for seminars right up to the start of the semester, if you wish to ensure
a place, or to be included in a possible lottery, you need to register early! (See below.)
For Lotteried Seminars Only:
To be included in a lottery (if one is needed for your first-choice seminar): your registration must
be received in the office by 1:00 p.m. on Friday, May 20th.







The Lottery is held in late May.………… NO phone registrations will be taken!
Only your first choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices
will also be lotteried, sequentially.
When a seminar is oversubscribed, a lottery determines who will be admitted.
Seminar confirmations will be mailed out during the weeks following the lottery;
confirmations for registrations received after the lottery will be mailed as they are received.
No prerequisites for any seminar. Enrollment is on a space-available basis.
Any change in registration must be reported to the office promptly…please!
If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar, please do not sign up for it.

Scheduling and Location
 Seminars begin during the week of September 26th and run weekly for 10 sessions, unless
specified otherwise. An extra week has been scheduled at the end to make up for a snow day.
 Unless specified otherwise, morning seminars meet from 10:00 am– noon, afternoon
seminars from 1:30–3:30 p.m., on Monday and Wednesday; Tuesday seminars meet 9:30–
11:30 a.m. and 2:00–4:00 p.m.; Thursday seminars meet 9:30–11:30 a.m. No afternoon
sessions on Thursdays; no seminars on Fridays. Please check the catalog, since some
seminars have earlier or slightly later start times.
Withdrawals and Absences
 People who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the office of an
emergency will be dropped from the seminar and replaced with people on the waiting list.
 If you must withdraw from a seminar for health or other pressing personal reasons, please
report this to the office immediately, 585-3756. Someone else may use your place.
Because a large number of withdrawals cause inconvenience to moderators and participants,
please select seminars carefully so as to minimize withdrawals. If you are going to miss a
session, please notify the moderator as early as you can.
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S EMINAR R EGISTRATION F ORM
Registration deadline is May20 th to be eligible for the lottery
Name ______________________________________________________________New Member? ______ Moderator ?_____
E-mail (please print clearly) _______________________________________________________________________________
Telephone ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
No phone registrations, please. Confirmation of your seminars will be sent/emailed to you.
Admission to an oversubscribed seminar will be determined by a lottery, with those who have
listed that seminar as their first choice on the registration form receiving priority. Only those
registrations received in the office by 1:00 pm on Friday, May 20th are eligible for the lottery.
Registrations that are received after this date will be added to the waiting list behind those who
were in the lottery.
DIRECTIONS ~ PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!






Please list your seminar choices in order of preference. Do not list Special Programs!
Only your 1st choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices
will also be lotteried, sequentially.
If a seminar is full, your next choice will be used. Please list more seminars than you intend to
take, in a preferred order, so we may fill in secondary choices if your initial seminar choices
are oversubscribed. List your choices below in order of preference.
Please state (in the box to right) how many seminars you wish to take IN TOTAL.
Name of seminar, Day/a.m. or p.m.

1. ________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________________
4. ________________________________________________________________________________
5. ________________________________________________________________________________
6. ________________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL
NUMBER of
seminars I
wish to take:
_________

7. ________________________________________________________________________________
MODERATORS should include their seminar at the end of the above list AND in the total.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A fundamental concept of the 5CLIR program is that all seminar members will attend regularly and
participate actively in discussion and in presentation of their reading, research, creative writing, or
other original work.
Return to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
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S UMMER P ROGRAMS R EGISTRATION F ORM
Registration deadline is May 20 th for all events.
Tickets are purchased in advance so there are no refunds.
Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________
What’s New at UMass? – A tour of cutting edge buildings
_______ @ $2 per person on Thursday, June 9 at 10:00 am

$ ________

Hill-Stead House, Museum & Gardens; lunch @ Apricots;
White flower Farm
_______ @ $90 per person (inclusive) on Wednesday, June 29 at 8:30 am

$ ________

Porter-Phelps-Huntington House Museum
_______ @ $20 per person on Saturday, July 9 at 1:00 pm

$ ________

New Britain Museum of American Art
_______ @ $60 (excl lunch) per person on Wednesday, July 27 at 9:00 am

$ ________

Porter-Phelps-Huntington House Museum
_____@ $20 per person on Saturday, August 6 at 1:00 pm

$ ________

Total Enclosed

$ ________

Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.”
Return to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063

DON’T FORGET TO PUT YOUR NAME AT THE TOP OF THE FORM!
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Scarlet macaws get involved
Photo by Don David

You, too, can get “involved” at

5CLIR
Neilson Library, B15, Smith College
Northampton, MA 01063
Phone: (413) 585-3756
Email: 5clir@smith.edu
Website: www.5clir.org
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