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About Us: Five College Learning in Retirement
History
The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty-five years ago at the New School for
Social Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs,
such organizations are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established of
the many LLIs around the country and one of the more autonomous.
Founded in 1988-1989, Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of
Western Massachusetts. It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst.
It is an affiliate of the Road Scholar Lifelong Learning Network.
Who are Our Members?
Our members are a diverse group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields
of interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share
the knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced.
The Programs
Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars and workshops are offered. These classes are
coordinated by members and are different every session. In addition, a small set of short seminars
are offered during the summer. Peer-led seminars and workshops are the core activities of Five
College Learning in Retirement and are designed to engage the active learner.
In addition to the seminars/workshops, we offer a set of special programs and a series of
presentations called Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum
open to the public to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts.

Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our
summer, winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities
and interests with other members.
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MEMBERSHIP in Five College Learning in Retirement
Our annual membership year runs from July 1st through June 30th.
One may join at any time during the year. Membership fees are not pro-rated.
To join or renew your membership
Online: You may register and pay online (with Paypal) at www.5CLIR.org/membership
By Mail: Download & print the membership form at www.5CLIR.org/forms and send to
5CLIR Office, 18 Henshaw Ave., C2, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
Types of membership
 Full membership.
 Half-year membership, an option for new members only.
 Associate Membership for former Full Members who wish to participate in
Winter/Summer and Special Programs, but not in seminars/ workshops.
Cost Type

Benefits

$250 Full Year Member

All programs and privileges

$125 Half Year New Member

Either fall or spring term seminars; all other
programs and privileges

$125 Associate Former Member

No seminars or voting rights; all other programs
and privileges

The Assistance Fund
The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to everyone.
It is funded by generous donations from fellow members.
For further information, please contact the office at (413)-585-3756.
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A Note from the Curriculum Committee
To Current and Prospective Members of Five College Learning in Retirement:
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this
catalog of seminars for the summer and fall 2018 term. Committee members and seminar
moderators have worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we
believe reflects our members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that you find
among these offerings seminars and workshops that excite and challenge both heart and mind.
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and require the active
participation of all enrolled members. As described in this catalog, each seminar participant (with the
exception of those registered with Auditor status) will make a presentation or lead a discussion and
take an active part in the other seminar discussions. In workshops, participants engage in active
learning, typically through hands-on activities that may be paired with presentations.
Moderators and participants are urged to consult the handbooks for moderators and participants
that can be found under “Resources/5CLIR Documents” on the 5CLIR website.
5CLIR has audio/visual equipment that members may reserve to use in their seminar presentations.
Any expenses involving texts, DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic supplies are the
responsibility of the participants. In addition, participants may be asked to contribute up to $5.00
each for copying costs incurred by the moderator(s).
LIR members may sign up for as many seminars/workshops as they wish. As some seminars can be
oversubscribed and result in a wait list, it is a good idea to list on your registration sheet more
courses than the total number you wish to take.
The Committee thanks the members who have volunteered to moderate the seminars/workshops to
be offered in the summer and fall. Without their creativity and dedication, we would not have the
high quality choices that you find in these pages.
Members of the Curriculum Committee 2017-2018

Term Ends

Susan Beer
Joanne Creighton
Pam Daniels
Ruth Kosiorek
Helene Lambert
Henny Lewin
Miriam Moss
Neil Novik
Ellen Peck
Laura Price
Jim Scott
Katy van Geel
Jim Harvey, co-chair
Miriam Whitney, co-chair

June 30, 2018
June 30, 2018
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2018
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2018
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2018
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2018
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2018
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PLEASE READ: Seminar/Workshop Registration, Schedules, Attendance
Registration Instructions for Fall 2018 Seminars
 Fill in the form completely.
Incomplete forms may cause processing delay, and may not be included in the lottery.
 Include course number (found in the index and on each seminar page) and seminar title for
each choice.
 Enter up to 6 choices, in order of preference.
 Enter the TOTAL NUMBER of seminars YOU WISH TO ENROLL IN in the box
provided. If this box is blank, you will be assigned ONE seminar.
Additional Fall Registration Information:
 Registration for Fall 2018 courses opens on May 7th, following the Preview on May 6th.
 Registrations can only be made online at www.5clir.org, or by mail.
 All seminar and workshop registrations received at the office by Friday, May 18th
will be included in the first round of spring class assignments.
 Oversubscribed seminars will be filled by random lottery of all registrations.
 Those not assigned to seminars/workshops by lottery will be added to wait lists.
 Registration notifications will be sent on or about June 6th.
 Registrations received after the lottery will be added as space is available in requested
seminars/workshops, or added to wait lists.
 Wait listed individuals will be notified when space becomes available for them.
 Additional information about the registration process can be found at
www.5clir.org/programs
Registration Instructions for Summer 2018 Seminars
 The deadline for registration is June 11th.
 Summer seminars are filled in the order that registrations are received by the office.
Additional registrations will be added to waiting lists.
Make Sure Your Membership Is Current
 Be sure that your membership is current. Registrations submitted without current
membership will not be processed until membership enrollment is active.
 You may submit your membership form and payment together with your seminar and program
registrations, either by mail or online.
 Membership application instructions and form are found in this catalog.
Before Registering, Please Note:

If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar, or more than two
overall, please talk to the moderator(s) to see whether that would be acceptable.
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Because withdrawals cause inconvenience to moderators and participants, please
select seminars carefully so as to minimize withdrawals.
If you must miss a session, please notify the moderator as early as you can.
Cancellation and Changes
 Enrollment changes must be made through the office, and moderators must be notified.
 In the event of low enrollment, a seminar may be cancelled.
Withdrawals and Absences
 People who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the
moderator(s) of an emergency will be dropped from the seminar and replaced with people
on the wait list.
 If you must withdraw from a seminar for health or other pressing personal reasons, please
report this to the office immediately, 413-585-3756. Someone else may use your place.
Fall 2018 Schedule
 Most seminars run for 10 weeks. Some run for fewer weeks, and start later.
 Please check the listing for schedule details and dates that the class will not meet.
 All seminars may continue into the week of December 10th, in the event that a make-up
class is needed.
Days and Times
 Seminars are usually two hours long, and are scheduled Monday through Wednesday
mornings and afternoons, and Thursday mornings. Check seminar listings for exact times.
Locations
 Seminars are held in a variety of locations in the Pioneer Valley, at retirement communities,
college campuses, and community venues. All are handicapped accessible.
 Accessible parking is available at all locations, unless otherwise noted.
 Check seminar/workshop listings for location information.
Seminar/Workshop Expenses
 Participants may be asked to contribute up to $5.00 to cover the cost of copies.
 Books and other required supplies are purchased by the participants.
Refer to the Participants Handbook
 Participants should become familiar with their role and responsibilities.
 The handbook can be found on the website at: www.5clir.org/resources/documents
5CLIR Ombudsman
 Should a difficulty or situation arise in a seminar that cannot be resolved, the 5CLIR
Ombudsman may be contacted for assistance.
 Contact: Anne Lombard at aslombard@comcast.net or at 413-586-7509.
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SHORT SUMMER SEMINAR REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS
COMPLETING YOUR FORM:
Please use the SUMMER seminar registration form.
And fill in the seminar registration form completely.
REGISTRATION METHOD:
Summer seminars are enrolled as registrations are received by the office, ie., they are not lotteried.
When a seminar is filled, registrations will be added to a waiting list.
Additional information about registration can be found at www.5clir.org/programs.
Registration forms can be found at: www.5clir.org/resources/forms.
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Short Summer Seminar
The Library of Congress
The People's Library
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to learn about the history of the Library of Congress since it was
founded by President John Adams in 1800, the resources and services provided by the Library, and the role
it has played in American life.

Moderator:

Dottie Rosenthal

Date and Time:

Tuesday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
5 weeks, starting July 17

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, The Tavern

Description: In this seminar we will examine the history of the Library of Congress, its rich holdings, and
how it has changed since 1800 when the idea for the library was first proposed by President John Adams.
While its original purpose was to serve as the library for Congress, it has grown into an institution that
serves all of the American people. The original Jefferson Building, which will be our main focus, was
completed in 1897 and is a model of architecture and art that honors the importance of books in the lives of
Americans. Two other buildings, the Adams Building and the Madison Building, were added in 1939 and
1980, respectively, but the Jefferson Building remains the main one of interest to the general public.
Role of participants: Participants will select a topic related to the Library of Congress and make a
presentation on the topic to the seminar. All participants will engage in active discussion of the topics
presented.
Resources: The moderator will provide a list of sources about the Library of Congress that participants can
draw upon according to the topics they have selected.
About the Moderator: Dottie has moderated or co-moderated 24 seminars for 5CLIR, including "100
Books That Shaped America," based on an exhibit at the Library of Congress in 2012.
Maximum number of participants: 8
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18SULC

9

Short Summer Seminar
Life on the Page
Realist literature in post-Civil War America
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to become acquainted with some of the many stories and
writers of the period 1865-1910.

Moderator:

Elizabeth Armstrong

Date and Time:

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 10:00-Noon
5 meetings, 7/17, 7/19, 7/24, 7/26, 7/31

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Loomis Village, South Hadley

Description: The Civil War killed off the romantic strain in American literature: western migration, growing
urbanization, the influx of foreigners and a rising consciousness of racial and feminist concerns were
reflected in an outpouring of short stories by writers such as Jack London, Willa Cather and Kate Chopin.
The mores and values of the "Gilded Age" society were brought under the microscope by Henry James and
Edith Wharton. Regional differences were celebrated by the "local color" writers Mark Twain and Mary
Wilkins Freeman.
To explore the range of realism and naturalism in American literature, we will read up to twelve stories and
conclude with Wharton's novel House of Mirth.
Role of participants: Participants will read all the assigned material and lead a discussion of one or two
short stories.
Resources: The Portable American Realism Reader, ed. James Nagel and Tom Quirk (Viking Portable Library)
and The House of Mirth, Edith Wharton (any edition).
About the Moderator: Lise Armstrong has led many seminars dealing with literature, most recently “The
Odyssey” and “Poetry and the American Civil War.”
Maximum number of participants: 13
Auditors accepted: no
Course # 18SULP
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Short Summer Seminar
The Novels of Georgette Heyer
A window into the English Regency Period
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to gain an appreciation of England's Regency Period (1811 - 1820)
through the novels of Georgette Heyer.

Moderator:

Pam Daniels

Date and Time:

Monday and Wednesday mornings, 10:00-Noon
5 meetings, 7/16, 7/18, 7/23, 7/25, 7/30

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall room 207

Description: The moderator will provide a general historical background of the period, a biographical
summary of the author and a short account of her Regency novels. In addition to a report provided by
participants on the Georgette Heyer novel of their choice, they will select and describe a specific topic
depicted or even featured in that book. Such topics will be briefly researched and reported on as part of the
presentation. Topics include the role and practice of dueling, importance of Almack’s vouchers to young
women, Beau Brummel and other notables of the period, impact of Napoleon, transport, fashion, family life,
and many other factors.
Role of participants: Participants will select one from among Georgette Heyer's 24 Regency novels, read
and enjoy the wit of this writer, prepare and deliver a short summary of plot, characters and historical
context, perhaps read aloud selected passages, report on the specific topic they’ve selected, then lead a group
discussion.
Resources: Most public libraries carry Georgette Heyer works, and her novels are available in bookstores,
online sellers and discount marketplaces. In addition, the moderator will provide a full list of the Regency
novels as well as the book itself once participants have made their selection.
About the Moderator: As a 4-year member of LIR, I've moderated two seminars. Georgette Heyer is one
of my “go-to” writers for her impeccable research, her acute characterizations and general wit.
Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: no
Course # 18SUGH
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SCHEDULE OF Fall 2018 SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS
Monday Morning
18FBD Basic Drawing, Madeline Fay
18FBW Bearing Witness, Sandi Albertson-Shea
18FFB Forgotten Broadway, Robert Cohen

Applewood in Amherst Craft Room
Smith College, Campus Center room 102
Smith College, Lilly Hall room 308

Monday Afternoon
18FTP The Psychotherapies, Bonnie Strickland & Fred Bogin Amherst College, Converse Hall, Porter Lounge
18FKV Two Novels by Kurt Vonnegut, Rich Szlosek
Lathrop Easthampton, Mt. Tom Room
18FWB Writing to Remember (Blue), Henia Lewin & Carol Jolly
Lilly Library, Florence

Tuesday Morning
18FJA
18FRE
18FRU
18FSL
18FWA

Jane Austen and her World: II, Sherry Wilson & Dudley Williams Smith College, Dewey Hall Common
Reconstruction Era (1863-1877), Bob Romer & Jay Russell
UMass University w/o Walls, Hadley
Russian Empires Old and New, Gordon Wyse & Larry Ambs
UMass Transit Center, Amherst
Sleep: The Fourth Basic Need, Fran Volkmann & Joan Davis Lathrop Northampton, Community Room
Watercolor Class, Turi MacCombie
Applewood in Amherst Craft Room

Tuesday Afternoon
18FHK
18FRA
18FRW
18FWP

The History of Hand Knitting, Vivienne Carey
Radio’s Golden Age, Neil Novik & Tyll van Geel
Remarkable Women of the Americas, Nina Scott
Writing to Remember (Purple), Stephanie Levin & Ina Luadtke

Applewood in Amherst, The Tavern
Smith College, Dewey Hall Common
Smith College, Lilly Hall room 308
Rockridge, Library, Northampton

Wednesday Morning
18FBF
18FME
18FFY
18FTA

A Breath of Fresh Air, Jonathan Jay & Eve Endicott
UMass University w/o Walls, Hadley
The Middle East Melee, Carl Erikson
UMass Kinney Renaissance Studies Center, Amherst
1968: A Fifty Year Perspective, Glenn Swanson & Jay Russell
Smith College, Dewey Hall Common
Tangle Art, Elizabeth Armstrong
Amherst Womens Club

Wednesday Afternoon
18FIP Israel and the Palestinians, Gerald Goldman
Amherst College, Converse Hall, Porter Lounge
18FPP The Paston Papers, Linda Honan
Loomis Village, So. Hadley
18FTE The 2018 Elections, Nancy Mihevc & Margaret Russell
Smith College, Lilly Hall room 308
18FRH Revisting Homer, Phyllis Katz
Rockridge, Library, Northampton

Thursday Morning
18FCH Climate and Human History, Dorothy Rosenthal & Larry Ambs
Applewood in Amherst, The Tavern
18FRT Rethinking Home, Ellen Kosmer & Betsy Siersma UMass Kinney Renaissance Studies Center, Amherst
18FWR Writing to Remember (Red), Ellen Peck & Catharine Porter
Grace Episcopal Church, Amherst
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FALL SEMINAR REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS
COMPLETING YOUR FORM:
Please fill in the seminar registration form completely.
Incomplete forms delay processing, and may not be included in the lottery.
MEMBERSHIP DUES MUST BE PAID:
Membership dues must have been paid for the upcoming semester (Fall 2018) for your registration
to be processed. The membership form and dues may be submitted at the time of seminar
registration for those who have not previously paid for the upcoming year.
TOTAL NUMBER OF SEMINARS REQUESTED:
Please fill in the box for the total number of seminars you wish to take.
If you fail to indicate the total number of seminars you wish to take, the assumption will be that you wish to take
only one.
LIST YOUR CHOICES IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE:
Class assignments are made in sequential order, and one class time slot.
TO ENROLL IN A SEMINAR WITH ANOTHER MEMBER:
Two members may request co-enrollment in ONE seminar. Each individual must submit a
registration form, the seminar must be listed as the first choice for each, and each must request coregistration. Co-registrations received by the lottery deadline will be assigned a single lottery number.
WRITING TO REMEMBER SEMINARS:
You may request more than one Writing to Remember seminar, but you will be enrolled in only one.
SPECIAL REGISTRATION AS AUDITOR:
Full members of 5CLIR who have participated in seminars for four or more years and who wish to
take seminars, but are unable to fulfill research and presentation requirements, are able to register as
an auditor.
Registrations made as an auditor are NOT included in the lottery, and are added to seminars
following regular enrollment, with the permission of moderators, as indicated on the course
description page.
Additional information about registration can be found at www.5clir.org/programs.
Registration forms can be found at: www.5clir.org/resources/forms.
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Basic Drawing
Purpose: Participants will learn the basics of observing and drawing, beginning with simple forms and
moving to basic still lifes.

Moderator:

Madeline Fay

Date and Time:

Monday morning, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 24

Format:

Workshop

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, Craft Room

Description: This workshop is a repeat of a popular LIR studio workshop offered in 2015 and 2016. It is a
relaxing forum for people who desire to draw but have never really attempted to do so because of lack of
time, confidence, or other reasons. Our goal is to draw what we see in front of us rather than to draw a
preconceived notion of what the objects are. We will start with simple forms such as spheres, cones, and
rectangular boxes and progress to simple still lifes. Participants need only a pencil, paper, and a true desire to
see.
Participants will bring a pad of paper (inexpensive newsprint pads available at art supply stores), at least 12"
x 18", but ideally 18" x 24". Also needed is a drawing implement like a soft lead pencil 2B up to 6B, or a
charcoal pencil or conte crayon. Erasers will be used sparingly only at the very end of the drawing.
Role of participants: Participants will draw at each session.
Resources: Optional reading is Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain by Betty Edwards.
About the Moderator: Madeleine Fay has always loved art, and has taken many art classes. She shows her
work in various art shows, and organizes a community center art group in Vermont. She has previously
moderated this workshop.
Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: no
Course # 18FBD
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Bearing Witness
The literature, music, and art of protest and hope
Purpose: The seminar’s purpose is to investigate the role of the arts in protesting, empowering, providing
comfort and bearing witness.

Moderator:

Sandi Albertson-Shea

Date and Time:

Monday morning, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 24 (no class Nov.12)

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Smith College, Campus Center room 102

Description: What art forms lift your heart these days (music, poetry, cartoons, film)?
What art forms have documented/borne witness to difficult times?
What art forms comforted/empowered American slaves and abolitionists? Chilean/Argentinian mothers of
the “disappeared”? Civil Rights workers? Chinese dissidents of Tiananmen Square? Survivors of the
Cambodian “killing fields”?
These 10 weeks will provide a window into the ways human beings, past and current, in the U.S. and around
the world, have used story, poetry, drama, song, and paintings to respond to troubling historical events.
Some art forms appear in the midst of the challenging times; some come only later.
Participants can select from a variety of topics (e.g., American slavery, Soviet Union gulags, European
Holocaust, U.S. Civil Rights movement, South African apartheid, mothers of the “disappeared” in Chile and
Argentina, El Salvador’s civil war, 9/11, Women’s Rights, Israeli/Palestinian conflict, post-election issues)
or offer a topic of their own choice approved by the Moderator.
“In the dark times, will there also be singing?
Yes, there will be singing.
About the dark times.”
- Bertolt Brecht
Role of participants: Each participant will offer an approximately 30-minute presentation with some
historical background and whatever versions (print, graphic, audio/visual) of art forms have been
discovered related to the chosen topic, and lead the following discussion. As Moderator, I will provide a list
of potential subject areas.
Resources: Since much of this material comes from primary sources, there is no one text available. I will
be happy to provide suggestions: titles, sites, even objects (such as Chilean arpilleras) from my own
collections.
About the Moderator: I have taught differing versions of this topic in the Humanities Division at
Middlesex Community College for the last 36 years. From 1966-68, I served in the Peace Corps in Uganda,
East Africa, and studied on Fulbright travel scholarships in South Africa (2000) and Cambodia (2002).
Maximum number of participants: 17
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FBW
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Forgotten Broadway
Worthwhile but neglected Broadway Musicals from 1943 to 1990
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to explore Broadway musicals that have been largely forgotten
(often for the wrong reasons), but may be quite good. We will discuss why a musical was forgotten and why
it is worth revisiting.

Moderator:

Robert Cohen

Date and Time:

Monday morning, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 24

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall room 308

Description: Each participant will choose a musical from 1943 to 1990 that has not been revived, or has
been minimally revived, since 1990. I will provide a list of musicals worthy of consideration, limited to
shows that have a production on YouTube or a DVD of an acceptable movie version (meaning a movie that
is actually the musical, not one that has completely changed the musical content). It is by no means an
exhaustive list, so feel free to explore other shows that meet the criteria. Examples of shows from the list:
Can-Can, Silk Stockings, Once Upon a Mattress, Stop The World I Want To Get Off, High Spirits, Zorba,
Purlie.
Role of participants: Participants will play excerpts from a YouTube video or a DVD (or a complete
version if short enough) and make a presentation about why this musical is important and why it was
forgotten but should not have been. Handouts briefly explaining the plots and songs will enhance the
listening/viewing experience.
Resources: The best source for all things Broadway is
https://web.archive.org/web/20170620213956/http:/musicals101.com/.
Further information can be found at https://www.ibdb.com/ and at https://www.ibdb.com/
Besides those two sites, the best way to research a musical is to Google it, read about it on Wikipedia, and
view it on YouTube.
About the Moderator: I have a Psychology degree from Boston University, and retired from the family
business in 2015. My passion has always been music. I hope to learn as much about Forgotten Broadway as
the other participants.
Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FFB
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The Psychotherapies
A history and review of diverse psychological treatments
Purpose: In this seminar, we will explore the various psychotherapies from early approaches to
contemporary methods.

Moderator:
Co-moderator

Bonnie Strickland
Fred Bogin

Date and Time:

Monday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 24

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Amherst College, Converse Hall Porter Lounge

Description: Psychotherapy is defined as a form of treatment for problems of an emotional nature in
which a trained person deliberately establishes a professional relationship with a patient with the object of
removing, modifying, or retarding existing symptoms, of mediating disturbed patterns of behavior, and of
promoting positive personal growth and development.
This seminar will cover the major psychotherapies. Beginning with definitions and early history, the
development of psychotherapy across time will be examined. The primary emphasis will be on
contemporary psychotherapies. Beginning with early approaches, each participant will choose and present
one of the psychotherapies ranging from pre-Freudian through psychoanalysis, neo-Freudian, clientcentered, humanistic, behavioral, and cognitive behavior therapies. Emphasis will be placed on history,
foundations, theoretical approaches, and empirical support.
Role of participants: Topics can be chosen from a list of important individuals (Freud, Rogers, etc.) and
schools of thought (psychoanalysis, cognitive, behavioral, etc.) to be provided by the moderators.
Participants will present one of the psychotherapies for thirty minutes followed by a thirty-minute
discussion.
Resources: Most of the materials for preparing presentations can be found on the internet. Standard
psychology textbooks and books that cover the various psychotherapies can be found in college and
university libraries.
About the Moderators: Bonnie continues to teach clinical psychology at UMass. She is a former President
of the American Psychological Association and the APA Society for the Study of Clinical Psychology. She
has previously moderated two seminars.
Fred is a retired pediatrician with specialized training and experience in Developmental-Behavioral
Pediatrics. Throughout his career his primary focus was on psychosocial pediatrics. He has previously
moderated two seminars.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FTP
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Two Novels by Kurt Vonnegut
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to read, enjoy and discuss some of the work of this unique,
modern author. We will read Player Piano, his first book, and then Slaughterhouse 5, his most famous.

Moderator:

Rich Szlosek

Date and Time:

Monday afternoon, 2:00-4:00
8 weeks, starting September 24

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Lathrop Easthampton, Mt. Tom Room

Description: We will read two novels over the 8-week period and each two-hour seminar will cover
approximately one-quarter of one of the novels.
Role of participants: Each participant will be responsible for leading the discussion on the assigned
reading during a one-hour session.
Resources: Player Piano, Kurt Vonnegut; Slaughterhouse Five, Kurt Vonnegut.
About the Moderator: This will be the 14th seminar I have moderated for 5CLIR and my 4th strictly on
literature.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FKV
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Writing to Remember (Blue)
Writing your own story
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to write about your life, share your writing with seminar members,
and hear their stories.

Moderator:
Co-moderator

Henia Lewin
Carol Jolly

Date and Time:

Monday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, September 24

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Lilly Library, Reading Room, Florence

Description: Whatever we call the form - autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history - writing
about one's life is a powerful human need. Many people want to leave behind some record of their
accomplishments, thoughts, and adventures. If it's a family history it will have the added value of telling
one's children and grandchildren about their heritage.
Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One of the
saddest sentences we know is "'I wish I had asked my mother about that." In this seminar, you'll enjoy
writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other people's lives. The atmosphere is relaxed, but
the serious efforts of all concerned help to make this a rewarding experience for the whole group.
Role of participants: Each participant is expected to write at home about his or her life whether through
anecdotes, letters, conversations, or in full detail. During the semester everyone will be given two
opportunities to present, by reading aloud from his or her prepared texts, and to contribute to the
discussions that follow.
Resources: n/a
About the Moderators: Henia Lewin taught university courses in Hebrew and Yiddish and received a
national Covenant Award as an Outstanding Jewish Educator. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working on
her autobiography.
Carol Jolly has served on 5CLIR committees, Council, and as an officer. After sampling a wide variety of
seminars and moderating a few, she took “Writing to Remember”, and looks forward to continuing to work
on her life story.
Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: no
Enrollment is limited to only ONE Writing to Remember seminar per semester.
Course # 18FWB
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Jane Austen and Her World: II
A study of Sense and Sensibility, Northanger Abbey, Emma, and Lady Susan
Purpose: We will read and discuss several of Jane Austen's novels and learn about her life and her times.
(This is a follow-up to a Fall 2017 class that is not a prerequisite, nor will those fall participants have priority
for this seminar).

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Sherry Wilson
Dudley Williams

Date and Time:

Tuesday morning, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 25

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Hall Common

Description: For more than 200 years, Jane Austen has delighted readers with her wit, her keen
observations on human nature, and her depictions of country life in England in the Napoleonic era. We will
explore whether her commentary is as valid today as it was in 1800. We will read and discuss three novels,
Sense and Sensibility, Northanger Abbey and Emma, as well as her novella, Lady Susan, which was made into the
movie “Love and Friendship” a few years ago. In the first hour of each session, participants will give a
presentation on some aspect of Austen's society. Topics might include: inheritance, a gentleman's education,
contemporary literature, courtship and marriage, social status, the clergy's role, or the city of Bath. The
second hour will be a discussion of part of one of the novels. We will spend several weeks on each novel
and part of one session on the novella.
Role of participants: Seminar participants will be expected to read the four books and contribute to
discussions. Participants may choose to either research a topic and make a short presentation on it, or lead a
discussion on a section of one of the books. There will be list of suggested topics.
Resources: The novels: Sense and Sensibility, Northanger Abbey, Emma, and Lady Susan. Any edition may be
used. We recommend the Anchor Books Editions, edited and annotated by David Shapard. A list of
research books will be provided.
About the Moderators: Sherry Wilson is a life-long admirer of Jane Austen who rereads one of her novels
every year. She is a retired newspaper reporter and garden columnist and moderated a seminar on Jane
Austen in Fall 2017. Dudley Williams, who took the Fall 2017 seminar, is a retired businessman and admirer
of Jane Austen's language style, her humor, irony, and ethics.
Maximum number of participants: 19
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FJA
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Reconstruction Era (1863-1877)
Immediate aftermath of the Civil War and the end of slavery-optimism, violence, despair, resignation
Purpose: We will try to understand the important and tumultuous time that followed the Civil War-- a
period of hope, violence, despair, a time followed by a century of oppression of black Americans, a time
with whose legacy we still live.

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Bob Romer
Jay Russell

Date and Time:

Tuesday morning, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Format:

Seminar

Location:

UMass University Without Walls, room 113, Hadley

Description: Reconstruction (roughly from 1863 to 1877) is one of the most important and least
understood periods in American history and probably the period most often, and most seriously,
misrepresented (by historians, politicians and the "media"). These years saw the end of the Civil War, the
adoption of the so-called "Reconstruction Amendments" (the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth) to the
Constitution, newly freed slaves experiencing freedom for the first time, and also the rise of the
KKK. There were hopeful signs with the creation of hospitals and schools, but also the gradual
"redemption" of the southern states by former rebels. Reconstruction effectively ended with the contested
election of 1876, the resulting "Compromise of 1877" and the withdrawal of northern support for black
rights. With the advent of the era of Jim Crow, the post-Reconstruction period marked the beginning of
nearly a century in which blacks were denied human and civil rights not only in the South, but throughout
the nation.
Role of participants: Each member of the seminar will give a 30-minute presentation on a topic, chosen in
consultation with the moderators, on an aspect of the Reconstruction Era. Everyone will have the
opportunity, and be encouraged, to participate in the question and discussion period following each
presentation.
Resources: All participants will be encouraged to read Eric Foner's A Short History of Reconstruction, Updated
Edition (2015), and an abridged version of Foner's Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution 1863-1877
(1990, Updated Edition 2014). The moderators will provide members of the seminar with a selected
bibliography, including books by W.E.B. DuBois, John Hope Franklin, C. Vann Woodward and David
Blight.
About the Moderators: Bob Romer, a retired professor and 5CLIR member since 2000, has written on
colonial-era slavery and has led 5CLIR seminars on abolition, causes and consequences of the Civil War,
and Civil Rights from Johnson (Andrew) to Johnson (LBJ).
Jay Russell, a retired attorney and 5CLIR member since 2013, is interested in history and politics and has comoderated or moderated seminars on presidential powers, the 2016 elections, and the Supreme Court.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: no
Course # 18FRE
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Russian Empires Old and New
How does the New Russia reflect the Old Russia?
Purpose: Russia is much in the news today, in ways that mirror old imperial Russia before communism.
We will explore this connection.

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Gordon Wyse
Larry Ambs

Date and Time:

Tuesday morning, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Format:

Seminar

Location:

UMass Transit Center, Amherst

Description: Churchill famously called Russia “a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.” Russia is
again an international challenge, and as enigmatic as ever. This seminar will examine the continuity between
the Old Russia and the New Russia.
How did Russia become a major empire? How do the Russian empires of the Tsars relate to the Russia of
today? Our thesis is that the Old Russian empires provide a lens through which to see modern Russia. Put
another way, modern Russia, Putin’s Russia, attempts to recreate the authority and hegemony of the Old
Russian empires. Common aspects include autocracy, expansionism, religion, and the weakness of legal
constraints.
We plan to concentrate on imperial Russia and contemporary Russia, paying less attention to the Soviet era
in between. Seminar topics will include emperors and political and social issues from Tsarist Russia, and
foreign and domestic policies and major figures in contemporary Russia.
Role of participants: Participants will each give a 30-minute presentation and lead a discussion following it.
Resources: We recommend a couple of books (but don’t require them). Current favorites are:
Russian History: A Very Short Introduction, Hosking, G., 2012; and Who Lost Russia?, Conradi, P., 2017.
(There are many sources; we will provide a list of recent alternatives.)
About the Moderators: Gordon has led seminars in science and history, and taken seminars on many
topics. Larry has led many seminars and taken many more, on historical and other topics. Gordon
previously moderated a seminar entitled “Russia: the Last 100 Years”; Larry moderated a seminar (with Bob
Romer) on “The Vikings,” which included their role in early Russian history.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FRU
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Sleep: The Fourth Basic Need
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to explore the topic of sleep in its various aspects.

Moderator:
Co-moderator

Fran Volkmann
Joan Davis

Date and Time:

Tuesday morning, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 25

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Lathrop Northampton Community Room

Description: As important for human survival as air, food, and water, the need for sleep has, until modern
science, remained essentially mysterious. We will look into recent research in all the major aspects of sleep,
including: the physiology and psychology of sleep; sleep rhythms and stages; evolutionary and
developmental aspects of sleep; benefits of sleep for the brain and for the body; dreaming, as therapy and as
emotional and creative work; effects of sleep deprivation; sleep disorders; insomnia and its treatments; and
portrayals of sleep in myth, literature, poetry, art, and music.
Role of participants: To read appropriate materials prior to each week’s session; present one topic from
choices available and lead discussion (1 hour); participate in weekly discussions.
Resources: Why We Sleep; Unlocking the Power of Sleep and Dreams, Walker, Matthew, Scribner, New York,
2017. This book will be our text for the seminar.
About the Moderators: Both Fran Volkmann and Joan Davis are long-time members of LIR and have
moderated previous seminars, alone and together. They have both also spent approximately a third of their
lives asleep. Fran’s academic background is in the general field of “Brain and Behavior,” which includes
many aspects of this seminar; Joan has great interest, but no specific background, in the topic. She is a topnotch sleeper, however.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FSL
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Watercolor Class
Purpose: Participants will learn the techniques of watercolor and produce their own watercolors, guided by
the moderator and hopefully inspired by others in the class. Participants will be encouraged to follow their
own leads, and choose subject matter that excites them.

Moderator:

Turi MacCombie

Date and Time:

Tuesday morning, 10:00-Noon
8 weeks, starting September 25

Format:

Workshop

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, Craft Room

Description: This will be a class primarily on watercolor technique. I will urge everyone to be bold, trust in
the serendipitous, and keep it fun. A list of supplies will be provided, and everyone should be aware that the
expense can be considerable. Although my own work is quite realistic, if your desire is to paint like John
Marin, I will help guide you in that direction as well. Watercolor painting has an undeserved reputation of
being unforgiving and difficult. It does have limitations, but overall, the medium is a joy to work in, very
rewarding, and one can correct mistakes!
Role of participants: I will provide a suggested list of supplies that participants should bring. Everyone
should have an idea of their preferred subject matter to work with. Photographs are fine (I will bring my
extensive file), as are still life set-ups. Anything can be used for inspiration, including tapping into one's
imagination.
Resources: Participants will purchase their own supplies, either from local stores or on-line sources.
About the Moderator: I am an experienced watercolor painter and have taught beginning and advanced
students. I have painted watercolors since art school, illustrated children's books, and now paint exclusively
for galleries (currently Michelson Gallery, Northampton).
Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: No
Course # 18FWA
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The History of Hand Knitting
Purpose: This seminar will investigate the origins and development of hand knitting from its inception as a
practical skill to its incorporation into an art form.

Moderator:

Vivienne Carey

Date and Time:

Tuesday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
9 weeks, starting October 2

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, The Tavern

Description: Using extant samples as our primary source, our initial focus will be to trace the evolution of
hand knitting from the earliest known examples, which date to around 1,000 CE in Egypt, through its
appearance in thirteenth-century Spain, fourteenth-century Switzerland, sixteenth-century Italy, and thence
throughout Britain and Europe.
The identification of these samples, including modern pieces that serve both practical and decorative
functions, can lead to a wider exploration of the background, history, and culture of their time.
Participants do not need to know how to knit, as a practical session will not be part of the seminar. Nor is
this a “women’s interest” study. Indeed, the earliest knitting guilds were restricted to men who had the
monopoly in producing some of the finest spun silk garments.
Role of participants: Prepare a thirty-minute presentation that has a specific sample as its focus, which
can include a detailed study of either the techniques involved in its manufacture, or information describing
the wider cultural or historical background. Then lead a fifteen-minute discussion.
Resources: All books can be borrowed from either Amherst College’s or UMass’s Library.
A History of Hand Knitting, Richard Rutt.
Optional:
Diffusion of Knitting in Medieval Europe, Turnau;
Cloth and Clothing in Medieval Europe, ed. Harte and Ponting 1983, pp. 19, 368-89;
Knitted Masterpieces: Textile History Vol. 7, Turnau and Ponting, 1976, pp.7-59.
History of Knitting before Mass Production, Turnau.
No Idle Hands, Macdonald.
About the Moderator: I have been knitting since the age of six. Having taught Middle School in England, I
then moved to the US and majored in Classics at Smith. I joined 5CLIR in 2016.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FHK
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Radio’s Golden Age
The genres, the programs, the people, and the impact
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to explore the variety and impact of America’s first electronic mass
medium, radio, during its Golden Age, from about 1920 through 1950.

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Neil Novik
Tyll van Geel

Date and Time:

Tuesday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Hall Common

Description: In the early 1920’s, a mere twenty years after its invention, radio exploded into the most
dominant form of entertainment and mass communication the world had ever seen. The next 25-30 years,
until about 1950, were known as the Golden Age of Radio, and would forever change the way Americans
were entertained, informed and inspired. Through readings, discussion, listening to excerpts of the programs
themselves, and perhaps even some reminiscing, this seminar will consider the most important genres of the
Golden Age of Radio, such as comedy, westerns, sports, drama, suspense, mystery, public affairs, science
fiction and more. Each session of the seminar will be devoted to a specific genre, and two shows
representing that genre will be considered. Our focus will be not only on the shows and the performers,
writers and producers behind radio’s meteoric rise, but also the impact that the Golden Age of Radio had on
American life during that era and beyond.
Role of participants: Each participant will play an excerpt from a radio show representative of a major
genre of Golden Age radio, provide a brief commentary (10 minutes) about the show including format, stars,
etc., to be followed by a discussion, led by the presenter, of the show’s significance and impact.
Resources: Optional books: On the Air, John Dunning; The Great American Broadcast, Leonard Maltin.
These books and others are available at libraries and as used books. The moderators may also distribute
copies of readings to augment the discussions. Much more information, as well as recordings of old-time
radio shows, can also be found on the internet.
About the Moderators: Neil Novik has been in 5CLIR for four years, and has moderated several seminars,
including one on the history of radio. Tyll van Geel is a listener of old-time radio when originally broadcast
(especially the Lone Ranger), a 10-year member of 5CLIR, and the moderator of a number of seminars.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FRA
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Remarkable Women of the Americas
Early Spanish-American women writers
Purpose: In this seminar, we will explore the works of talented writers from a variety of Spanish-American
countries: Uruguay, Chile, Mexico, Colombia, Cuba, and Argentina.

Moderator:

Nina Scott

Date and Time:

Tuesday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall room 308

Description: We will use my bilingual anthology which includes works by nine different authors, including
an early settler (1556), three colonial nuns (a transvestite, a brilliant poet and a mystic), as well as women of
the 19th century who claimed a role in the development of their new nations, and, in particular, women's
rights.
Role of participants: Lead a discussion or prepare a 30-minute presentation on an author selected from
the text. Each seminar session will have two discussion leaders.
Resources: Nina M. Scott, Madres Del Verbo/Mothers of the Word. Early Spanish American Women Writers. A
Bilingual Anthology. U of New Mexico Press, 1999. Copies are available for purchase from the Press, online,
or at Five College libraries, as well as through interlibrary loan.
About the Moderator: Nina Scott is Professor Emerita of Spanish from UMass, specifically Colonial and
Women's Literature. She has lived and travelled in South America, Mexico and Cuba, been a 5CLIR
member since 2002, and moderated many seminars.
Maximum number of participants: 17
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FRW
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Writing to Remember (Purple)
Writing and reading the life journey for oneself and with others
Purpose: Whether writing as reminiscence, or as an exploration of the meaning of the life journey, the value
of written recollections is unequaled for documenting and sharing a legacy. The wisdom of thoughtfully
supported responses supports the goal of further writing.

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Stephanie Levin
Ina Luadtke

Date and Time:

Tuesday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community, Library, Northampton

Description: Participants in Writing to Remember create essays, letters, journals, poetry, diaries and use
other options for their remembering journey. Writing may be rough draft, revisions in progress, or a
completed work. To enhance the participation of hearing-impaired members, advance copies of the writing
are shared. Presenters specifically identify the feedback they would like to receive. Special needs such as
using a surrogate reader are facilitated. The venue will offer maximum accessibility.
Role of participants: Members prepare and read two pieces of original writing related to their life
experiences on a preplanned ten-week schedule.
Resources: A resource list will be available at the Preview for potential members. Participants will be
invited to make their own recommendations for additions to the cumulative reference list.
About the Moderators: Stephanie Levin and Ina Luadtke are experienced moderators and are privileged to
continue to learn with members of this Writing to Remember seminar group.
Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: no
Enrollment is limited to only ONE Writing to Remember seminar per semester.
Course # 18FWP

28

A Breath of Fresh Air
Acclaimed works of nature writing
Purpose: In this seminar, we will read and discuss seven acclaimed works of American and British nature
writing and explore their unique and varied perspectives on the impact of the natural world on humans.

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Jonathan Jay
Eve Endicott

Date and Time:

Wednesday morning, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 26

Format:

Seminar

Location:

UMass University Without Walls, room 113

Description: Nature writing has evolved into a distinctive form of literary expression. While always acutely
observant of landscape and wildlife and sometimes bordering on the scientific, it is often highly personal,
philosophical, and with a spiritual dimension. We will look at several accomplished female and male writers,
American and British, from the early 20th Century to the present, who explore, contemplate, and frequently
rhapsodize about a diverse group of landscapes and ecosystems – from Atlantic seashores to the Southwest
desert, from the English Fens to the Lake District.
This is a sequel to the “Classics of American Nature Writing” seminar offered in 2015. All the readings in
this seminar are different, and participation in the earlier seminar is not expected.
Role of participants: All will read the same seven books listed below (beginning in the summer –
recommended), and each participant will co-lead the discussion of one of these books. The moderators will
provide sample discussion questions.
Resources: Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place, Terry Tempest Williams; The Edge of the Sea,
Rachel Carson; The Outer Beach: A Thousand Mile Walk on Cape Cod's Atlantic Shore, Robert Finch; The Peregrine,
J. A. Baker; The Land of Little Rain, Mary Austin; The Wild Places, Robert Macfarlane; New and Selected Poems,
Volume Two, Mary Oliver.
About the Moderators: Jonathan Jay, a retired attorney and mediator, has moderated two previous 5CLIR
seminars, including “Classics of American Nature Writing”. Eve Endicott spent a 43-year career in land
conservation with The Nature Conservancy and other groups and has written on land conservation. She has
taken several LIR seminars, including the predecessor of this one. They both enjoy a lifelong appreciation of
the outdoors and are avid hikers.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FBF
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The Middle East Meleé
Understanding the competing factors in the Middle East meleé
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to understand the many competing factors powering the current
Middle East meleé (1998-2018) and the ammunition each adds to the meleé.

Moderator:

Carl Erickson III

Date and Time:

Wednesday morning, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 26 (no class Nov.7, Nov. 14)

Format:

Seminar

Location:

UMass Kinney Renaissance Studies Center, Amherst

Description: The Middle East conflicts are an interplay of at least 14 competing factors, e.g., tribalism,
Islam, the West. The goals of this course are two: (1) to understand these different factors and (2) to identify
how they interact and build the visual and political events and forces in the Middle East that we hear and
read about. The moderator will provide the list of factors and recommend at least one book useful for each
factor, although multiple sources provide a more complete profile of a factor. The final session will be in the
form of a U.S. State Department work session to build an effective U.S. Middle East policy.
Using multiple resources is recommended. Important information often turns up as side comments in
material only marginally related to a particular factor. A useful presentation will require a participant to
research and organize a range of information and ideas.
Role of participants: Each participant will select a factor from the list of factors provided by the
moderator and prepare a presentation about it and the recommended book. This presentation will also
include the participant's views on how this factor interacts with the other factors operating in the Middle
East meleé.
Resources: The current resource list contains 13 books. (See Description above for information about how
this list will be used.)
About the Moderator: Carl Erikson has participated in many 5CLIR seminars and led seminars in art
appreciation and creativity.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FME
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1968: A Fifty-Year Perspective
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to look at this pivotal year, 1968, from a 50-year vantage point,
both as an individual who lived it and as an historian analyzing it.

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Glenn Swanson
Jay Russell

Date and Time:

Wednesday morning, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 26 (no class Nov .21)

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Hall Common

Description: Fifty years is a good time to start fully accepting analysis of an era, a person, an event, or an
administration. We all lived through 1968. Ponder simply a few of the highlights and then we can consider
so many other points during 1968 that had an impact on the United States or our own lives: e.g., Tet,
Johnson’s speech that he would not run, the assassination of MLK, the assassination of RFK, the
Democratic Convention in Chicago, the election of Richard Nixon. What did these mean then? What do
they mean now? Let’s reflect, reconsider, assess.
Role of participants: To present a topic for an hour's information and discussion, and to participate and
engage in consideration of this historical period.
Resources: The moderators encourage all members of the seminar to read 1968: The Year that Rocked the
World, Mark Kurlansky (1999), available in paperback, for an overview and memory refresher of the year
1968. Online searches should yield a plethora of books, articles and other resources for presentation topic
choices on the year's significant people and events.
About the Moderators: Glenn Swanson has co-moderated a seminar “Woodrow Wilson” and moderated
a seminar “Hitler and Nazi Germany”. He was a history teacher for nearly fifty years and has an extensive
interest in history. Jay Russell, a retired attorney and 5CLIR member since 2013, is interested in history and
politics and has co-moderated or moderated seminars on presidential powers, the 2016 elections and the
Supreme Court.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FFY
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Tangle Art
Purpose: The purpose of the workshop is to experience the fun and creativity of "zentangle" art.

Moderator:

Elizabeth Armstrong

Date and Time:

Wednesday morning, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 26

Format:

Workshop

Location:

Amherst Womens Club

Description: “Tangle art” is a meditative drawing (or purposeful doodling) technique that uses a black pen
on “tiles,” or small squares of white paper (traditionally 3.5”x 3.5”). Designs are abstract and consist of
repeated patterns, mostly lines and curves, which are easily learned. While artistic ability is not required, a
steady hand is helpful.
Role of participants: Participants will draw basic tangle patterns. They should be open to trying something
new and willing to share their experiences with others. They are responsible for purchasing and bringing to
the workshop the supplies the moderator will recommend (costing not more than $15).
Resources: A fuller explanation of tangle art along with examples can be seen at zentangle.com.
There are many books of tangle patterns in local libraries and online. For example, see Beate Winkler’s book
entitled The Great Zentangle® Book: Learn to tangle with 101 engaging patterns.
Online, go to pattern-collections.com to find patterns and videos of how to tangle.
About the Moderator: I have led many seminars in past years focusing on literature and science. I
discovered tangling recently and have been leading a "zentangle" workshop at Applewood since last fall.
Maximum number of participants: 13
Auditors accepted: no
Course # 18FTA
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Israel and the Palestinians
Will a one-state solution resolve the conflict?
Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to explore the pros and cons of a one-state resolution of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Moderator:

Gerald Goldman

Date and Time:

Wednesday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 26

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Amherst College, Converse Hall Porter Lounge

Description: We will review the historical antecedents that have led to a suggested one-state resolution of
the conflict, covering the early stages of Zionism, the Balfour Declaration, the British closure of Palestine to
Jewish immigration during and after WW II, the Israeli War of Independence, the two wars that followed,
the expansion of Israeli settlements, and the failed peace attempts. With this background behind us we will
consider the pros and cons of a single state resolution of the conflict.
Role of participants: Participants will lead a forty-minute discussion on a topic chosen by each participant
from either the history of the conflict or from chapters in Caroline Glick’s book: The Israel Solution: A OneState Plan for Peace in the Middle East.
Resources: REQUIRED: The Israel Solution: A One-State Plan for Peace in the Middle East, Caroline Glick.
A list of resource material will be given to each participant in advance of the seminar.
About the Moderator: I am an experienced LIR moderator and a retired rabbi who has studied the
historical background and the question of how to solve the conflict between Israel and Palestinians.
Maximum number of participants: 15
Auditors accepted: 1 auditor, expected to do the required reading.
Course # 18FIP
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The Paston Papers
Life on a 15th-century English manor
Purpose: Explore fifteenth-century English life on a manor in Norfolk and in London during the Wars of
the Roses through the hundreds of letters that remain from three generations of one family, the Pastons.

Moderator:

Linda Honan

Date and Time:

Wednesday afternoon, 2:00-4:00
10 weeks, starting September 26

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Loomis Village, South Hadley

Description: These letters offer an extraordinary opportunity to delve into fifteenth-century manorial life in
minute detail. We explore the lives of middle-class men and, very rarely, women, in a way unknown from
any other source. Because they owned property in several manors, the Pastons were often separated and
wrote frequently to one another - hence, the trove of letters. We see the housewife, Margaret, running her
farms, staving off an armed posse, and overseeing every detail of her sons’ education and well-being. The
Pastons were coming up in the world, always working to acquire more land and property, but subject to
attacks from more powerful neighbors. One Paston was knighted, and one became a courtier. The boys
studied at Cambridge, and then law at the Inns of Court. Marriages were arranged to further the family
financially and socially. One rebellious daughter defied the family by choosing her own husband - the family
bailiff! "Lock her up!" (They did).
Role of participants: Participants will each make a 20 to 30-minute presentation on a topic to be chosen
from a list created by the moderator. This will be followed by general discussion. Topics include the Wars of
the Roses, changing role of women, the court and the manor, individual family members, chivalry and
knighthood.
Resources: Norman Davis, The Paston Letters: A Selection in Modern Spelling, and H.S. Bennett, The Pastons and
Their England.
About the Moderator: Linda Honan is a retired Museum Educator and UMass Program Coordinator with
degrees in Medieval Studies and English. She previously moderated seminars on "Hamilton the Musical and
History," and "Vacations."
Maximum number of participants: 14
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FPP
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The 2018 Elections
A midterm fix for "political junkies"
Purpose: Political and social forces have dramatically altered the landscape of this country since 2016. This
course will provide context for key campaigns and issues that are likely to shape, or impact, the coming
election.

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Nancy Mihevc
Margaret Russell

Date and Time:

Wednesday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 26 (no class Nov.21)

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall room 308

Description: In every Presidential election year since its founding, 5CLIR has offered a seminar on the
general election. The current political climate and the talk of a "Blue Wave" similar to the Tea Party
Movement of 2010 suggest that the upcoming election cycle will attract significant attention and merit an
5CLIR seminar.
Presentation topics in the seminar may include: historical context (e.g., other important midterm elections);
key 2018 campaigns (candidates, key issues, media coverage, ground game, etc.); aspects of the political
process that have the potential to shape the conduct and perhaps determine the outcome of the campaign
(e.g., gerrymandering, political activism, political finance, etc.); and factors influencing voting behavior (party
affiliation, media coverage, group membership, economic well-being etc.). The moderators will work hard to
ensure that the topics are discussed from a "fair and balanced" perspective.
Role of participants: Participants will give 20-25 minute presentations on a 2018 campaign, an aspect of
the process, or factors influencing voting. Meetings will consist of two presentations, a short questionanswer period and, after a break, a round-table session for all participants to discuss recent and upcoming
developments in the various campaigns.
Resources: Participants will have a choice of several recommended resources, including Gary Jacobsen, The
Politics of Congressional Elections, 8th edition; Andrew Busch, Horses in Midstream: US Midterm Elections and Their
Consequences, 9th edition; and Larry Sabato, Pendulum Swing. Given the "breaking news" nature of the topic,
participants will need to be comfortable with internet research as well as standard library research.
About the Moderators: Nancy Milhevc owns a market research company that has done political polling at
the Congressional level. Prior to becoming an entrepreneur she taught communication studies at UMass
including seminars that analyzed political campaigns. Margaret Russell worked in the newsroom for 20 years
of a weekly newspaper on Cape Cod, most of that time as editor and co-publisher, in a community
dominated by local politics and citizen activism.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FTE
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Revisiting Homer
Reading the past to illuminate the present
Purpose: This seminar will explore Derek Walcott's epic poem, Omeros, a work that illuminates the present
through the lens of the past by placing Homeric characters and events in a modern context.

Moderator:

Phyllis Katz

Date and Time:

Wednesday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
8 weeks, starting October 17

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community, Library, Northampton

Description: Together we will voyage from the world of ancient Greece to the Caribbean island of St.
Lucia, focusing on how the poetry of the past continues to be relevant to present-day experience.
We will review selected passages from Homer's Iliad and Odyssey that relate to characters and events
highlighted in Omeros, exploring the ways in which both poets employ both myth and history to fashion their
characters’ lives.
By discussing and reading aloud both poets, we can compare the variety of poetic devices employed by both
Homer and Walcott to better understand how meter and metaphor underscore the movement and meaning
of the poems.
Finally, we will consider how Walcott uses the figure of the poet as a Protean figure for his own work just as
he shapes the people of St. Lucia, named for Homeric characters but uniquely characters of their own time
and place.
Role of participants: Participants will work as partners with the moderator to clarify how Homer's epics
are a significant trigger/source for Derek Walcott. Each participant will select from among topics suggested
by the moderator, research and prepare a presentation of 20-30 minutes, then lead a resultant discussion.
Resources: Participants are required to have available in class the Iliad, the Odyssey (20th & 21st century
translations), and a paperback copy of Omeros, published by Noonday Press. These are available through
local and on-line booksellers, public and academic libraries, and through the used book market.
A list of articles on Walcott and Omeros will be available at the Preview.
About the Moderator: I have a Doctorate in Classics from Columbia, and recently have published three
books of poetry: All Roads Go Where They Will, 2010; Migrations, 2013; and Finding Ithaca, 2018.
Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FRH
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Climate and Human History
The effect of climate on historic events of the Holocene Epoch, the last 11,000 years.
Purpose: Participants will explore how climate has affected human history since the beginning of the
Holocene Epoch, 11,000 years ago until today. At times, the climate has improved human life and caused
societies to flourish. At other times, climate change has led to the collapse of civilizations.

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Dottie Rosenthal
Larry Ambs

Date and Time:

Thursday morning, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 27

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, The Tavern

Description: History has traditionally emphasized understanding political and social forces that have led to
historic events. In recent years, there has been greater emphasis on the role of climate in human history,
which will be our focus in this seminar.
Some examples of possible topics include: The Collapse of the Maya Culture; The Bantu Migration of West
Africa; Climate and Voyages of Exploration in the 1400s; Viking Settlements in Greenland; The
Colonization of North America; Winter and Witch Trials; A Tale of Two Cities: Jericho and Uruk; The Year
Without a Summer; Volcanic Eruptions of 535 CE.
Role of participants: Participants will select an historical event affected by climate, make a brief
presentation about the event to the seminar, and lead participants in a discussion about the role of climate in
the event.
Resources: There will not be a textbook for the seminar, but the moderators will provide a list of books
that participants may want to consult.
About the Moderators: Dorothy Rosenthal has moderated or co-moderated almost two dozen seminars
for 5CLIR, including such topics as biology, evolution, folklore, and books of the Hebrew Bible. Lawrence
Ambs has offered seminars every semester since 2007. He has been interested in prehistory, climate and
archaeology.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FCH
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Rethinking Home
The changing idea of "home” in America from the late 19th century to the present
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to examine how the inter-relationships of architectural design and
societal changes help to create our concepts of "home."

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Ellen Kosmer
Betsy Siersma

Date and Time:

Thursday morning, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 27 (no class Nov. 8, Nov. 22)

Format:

Seminar

Location:

UMass Kinney Renaissance Studies Center, Amherst

Description: The word “home” evokes strong memories and emotions that go far beyond the dictionary
definition “a place where one lives.” How we think of home is shaped in part by the physical structure and
design of the space we inhabit. Our dwellings help to define us. In this seminar we will begin our
explorations in the crowded tenements of the late 19th century and through the decades that follow
investigate ways in which residential architecture has both shaped and mirrored our lives.
Shifts in environmental resources, demographics and lifestyles have redefined who we are -- and how we
want to live. Today, nuclear families account for 20% of America's households, and nearly 30% are single
adults living alone, a growing phenomenon across all ages and incomes. The architectural response to these
changes has been, for example, the creation of tiny houses, reuse of factories and unused commercial
buildings into living spaces, and experimentation in the use of new building materials.
Role of participants: Participants will choose a subject from a list provided by the moderators, give a 30minute presentation and lead a discussion. Participants will also do a simple design project.
Possible topics: California Arts and Crafts, Wright's Usonian House, Levittown, Johnson's Glass House;
Venturi's postmodern Vanna house; Mockbee's Rural Studio, and others.
Resources: There is no one book that is in print and is affordable that we can use as a text or resource for
this seminar. The internet will have lots of information and images about the topic you select. A
bibliography of resources that may be obtained at local libraries will be provided at the Preview.
About the Moderators: Ellen Kosmer is an artist and an art historian. Betsy Siersma was a curator and
almost became an architect. Both have moderated a number of seminars.
Maximum number of participants: 15
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
Course # 18FRT
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Writing to Remember (Red)
Autobiographical writing
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to share your life experiences with fellow participants and, at the
same time, record them for yourself and your family.

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Ellen Peck
Catharine Porter

Date and Time:

Thursday morning, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 27 (no class 11/22 or 11/29)

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Grace Episcopal Church, Amherst

Description: Long one of the most popular 5CLIR seminars (previously called "Autobiographical
Writing"), Writing to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each
other a little better.
Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their children and
grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and all are welcome. The
group offers the writer feedback and, if desired, will offer suggestions for revisions and/or possible
additions as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to write; it aims, rather, to stimulate
and encourage you to continue writing your own story. Your writing can center on the events of family life,
career experiences, or anything else you would like to tell about yourself.
Role of participants: Each participant has the opportunity to read aloud two pieces of original writing
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via email), allowing more time
for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help make this a
rewarding experience for everyone.
Resources: n/a
About the Moderators: Ellen has been an English professor at Mount Holyoke College, but instead of
doing academic analyses of others' writing, she much prefers writing about her own family and personal
experience. She has moderated other 5CLIR seminars as well. Catharine is a retired UMass faculty member
from the Department of Consumer Studies, and Ombudsperson. Ellen and Catharine have co-moderated
this seminar previously.
Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: no
Enrollment is limited to only ONE Writing to Remember seminar per semester.
Course # 18FWR
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2018 SUMMER PROGRAMS
NOTE ON SHELDON FIELD:
Roundtrip bus transportation for LIR’s Summer Programs begins and ends at Sheldon Field, located
conveniently at Bridge Street (Route 9) and Old Ferry Road in Northampton. Its convenience
includes free all-day parking.
EXPLORE the GEOLOGY of the CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY
Ancient Pangea to the Present
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
Presenter:
Contact:

Wednesday, June 13 (June 14 rain date)
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Bus to/from Sheldon Field
$48 (including presenter’s fee, hand-outs, travel and driver’s gratuity)
Richard Little, Prof. Emeritus, Greenfield Community College,
Owner and Tour Leader, Earth View, LLC
Robert Barker, 268-9209 or (preferably) rwbarker@att.net

You will travel to Deerfield, following roads along the floor of prehistoric Lake Hitchcock and on to
the beach. At Greenfield, walk a woodland trail to a basalt cliff, recording the outpouring of lava
during the breakup of ancient Pangea.
Lunch at Greenfield Community College, where you can enjoy your own picnic lunch or purchase
lunch at the scenic cafeteria. Take a guided tour of the new “Geo Path” on campus, which preserves
significant specimens of the region’s geology.
Then travel eastward by bus, passing through younger Mesozoic geologic strata. Below the French
King Bridge, at the confluence of the Millers River and Connecticut River, examine the rock
exposures, which reveal some history of the rise and fall of the ancient Appalachian Mountains.
Note on activity levels: There will be several easy walks with little or no elevation gain, and two halfhour walks on woodsy trails with minor elevation gain. The trails may be rocky and uneven, so bring
hiking poles or canes if you use them. Alternatively, you may stay with the bus.
Space is limited to 36 participants; sign-up will be on a first come, first served basis.
A DAY at HANCOCK SHAKER VILLAGE
Date:
Monday, June 18
Time:
8:30am to 5:30 pm
Place:
Bus to/from Sheldon Field
Cost:
$50 (including museum admission, travel and driver’s gratuity)
Contact:
Karen Tatro, 584-7746 or pinkertontatro@yahoo.com
The Hancock Shaker Village, near Pittsfield, was home to members of a dwindling religious sect
until 1960. Since then, it has become an extraordinary attraction for visitors and scholars, alike. The
Shakers (as they were nicknamed) were noted for their quiet celibate lifestyle, their hard work and
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quality handcrafts. Their handcrafts are especially appreciated today for their simplicity of design,
efficiency of use and workmanship.
Twenty of the original buildings at Hancock have been restored. Several others have been moved to
the site from former Shaker communities elsewhere. The most notable building of all is the round
barn, a perfect synthesis of form and function crafted from beautifully laid stone and timbers.
You can bring your own lunch or eat at the restaurant on the Village grounds.
This musical is a world premiere. The cost reflects a group discount for tickets; our schedule includes time for a brownbag picnic or lunch at one of several restaurants in downtown Pittsfield, and for a talk-back (post-performance
discussion). Be among the first to see it!
THE ROYAL FAMILY of BROADWAY
A Musical World Premiere
Date:
Friday, June 29
Time:
10 am to 6 pm (time for travel, lunch, 2 pm matinee and discussion)
Place:
Bus to/from Sheldon Field
Cost:
$85 (including admission, travel and driver’s gratuity)
Contact:
Kay Klausewitz, 781-248-5446 or kayklausewitz@gmail.com
Barrington Stage Company is a professional award-winning regional theater located in Pittsfield,
MA. Since its founding in 1995, it is noted for presenting top-notch musicals, masterful classics and
thought-provoking new work (such as the one our LIR theater party will see).
The Royal Family of Broadway is a masterful love letter to the Great White Way, set in the 1920’s
and loosely based on the legendary Barrymores. It centers around the Cavendish family of actors: an
aging imperious grande dame, a Broadway star looking for love, a self-centered boozy leading man
who has fled to Hollywood, and a promising ingénue – each having to make pivotal choices in their
lives.
LYRA MUSIC FESTIVAL CONCERT
Sonatas for Cello and Piano
Date:
Thursday, July 12
Time:
7:30 pm
Place:
Sage Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA
Cost:
$10 (Your name will be listed at the door as a pre-paid reserved ticketholder.)
Contact:
Mary Franks, 548-9487 or franks@acad.umass.edu
Lyra Music is pleased to present Nicholas Tzavaras in concert with Rieko Aizawa, in a thrilling
program of Sonatas for Cello and Cello/Piano, including:
Beethoven’s Cello Sonata in G Minor (Opus 5 No. 2);
Debussy’s Sonata for Cello and Piano in D Minor; and
Britten’s Sonata for Cello and Piano in C Major.
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Lyra Music Festival is a classical music event celebrating its 9th annual season this year. It features a
unique blend of world class concerts and masterclasses in the beautiful and acoustically rich concert
spaces of Sage Hall at Smith College. Lyra Music brings internationally recognized musicians to the
concert stage each summer; Mr. Tzavaras will be the first of its Guest Artists in July. Find out more
at lyramusic.org.
Parking is available on Green Street or parking lots nearby.
CLARK MUSEUM TRIP
Date:
Monday, August 6
Time:
8:30 am to 5:30 pm
Place:
Bus to/from Sheldon Field
Cost:
$51 (including museum admission, travel and gratuity for driver)
Contact:
Marybeth Bridegam, marybeth@comcast.net or 253-9562
The Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute – commonly known as the Clark Museum - in
Williamstown, MA is one of the finest small art museums in the country. Its collection features over
6,000 European and American paintings, sculpture, prints, drawings, photographs and decorative
arts, dating from the fourteenth to early twentieth century. It is best known for works by John
Singer Sargent, Winslow Homer, Degas, Monet, and other Impressionists.
Its newly renovated building by Pritzker Prize-winning architect, Tadao Ando, and 140-acre campus
in the Berkshires add to its attractions.
We will especially look forward to the special exhibit at the time of our visit, Women Artists in Paris:
1850-1900.
You are welcome to take your lunch from home or order a box lunch in advance from the museum
café. (Further details – menu choices and payment info - will be emailed to registrants.)
VISIT STORM KING SCULPTURE PARK
Artists on Climate Change
Date:
Wednesday, August 15
Time:
8:00 am to 3:30 pm
Place:
Bus to/from Sheldon Field
Cost:
$62 (including admission, travel and driver’s gratuity)
Contact:
Honore David, 538-4972, honores@comcast.net
Storm King Art Center has been widely celebrated for over 50 years as one of the world’s leading
sculpture parks. Located an hour north of New York City in the lower Hudson Valley, its 500 acres
of rolling hills, woodlands, and fields of native grasses and wildflowers provide the setting for its
renowned permanent collection as well as temporary exhibits.
This summer, the Center presents Indicators: Artists on Climate Change, an exhibition exploring the
impact of the changing climate in ways that incorporate scientific, cultural and aesthetic perspectives.
Art works are by over a dozen artists, including David Brooks (Permanent Field Observations),
Jenny Kendler (Birds Watching), and Gabriela Salazar (regarding post-hurricane Puerto Rican coffee
growing).
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Lunch: Visitors may dine inside at the onsite café or eat outside at one of three picnic spots. For
picnics: visitors may bring their own or pre-order a boxed lunch. Registrants will be emailed box
lunch menu options and payment info ahead of time.
SLAVERY SITES in OLD DEERFIELD
A Walking Tour with Bob Romer
Date:
Thursday, September 6
Time:
11 am to 12:30 pm
Place:
Meet at the town common on Main Street
(Driving and parking suggestions to be sent out closer to the date)
Cost:
No cost
Contact:
Karen Tatro, 584-7746 or pinkertontatro@yahoo.com
Bob Romer will lead a walking tour of sites where some 25 black slaves lived in the mid-1700’s,
sharing the available information about their lives and importance to Deerfield. Participants will
receive a free copy of a map of Main Street, quite different from those usually given to tourists.
Bob is author of Slavery in the Connecticut Valley of Massachusetts (Levellers Press, 2009). Though
the book covers some information about slavery in most of the towns in the Valley, it treats the
subject in Deerfield most thoroughly. He writes: Little is known about many of those who lived as
slaves in our area, sometimes simply a name listed in a will or bill of sale, sometimes not even a
name. We can never undo the crime that was committed by kidnapping these people, taking them
(or their ancestors) away from their families. But at least we can tell what we know of their stories,
lest their existence be lost to memory. “To remember them is to make them live again”.
Our leisurely walk of about a mile and a half will probably take about an hour and a half (depending
on weather and how many questions are asked). Walkers may drop out at any time. Bring a friend or
two, as well as sunscreen and/or umbrella. Please note that this tour is not sponsored by Historic
Deerfield, Inc. or any other organization besides LIR. We will talk about some of the houses and
those who lived there in colonial times but will not go inside to any of them. (Those wishing to visit
inside may do so by purchasing tickets from Historic Deerfield, Inc. on their own initiative.)
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2018 FALL SPECIAL PROGRAMS
To participate in a Special Program, contact the Facilitator. No registration form is needed. For
questions regarding location, accessibility, parking, guest attendance, etc., contact the program
Facilitator. All events and locations noted may be subject to change.
NOTE FROM SPECIAL PROGRAMS COMMITTEE:
We invite members, particularly new members, to join the Special Programs Committee, which
meets only twice a year, and simply oversees the facilitators for each ongoing program. It is an
excellent way to meet new people. The Special Programs Committee would especially like to hear
from members proposing a new Special Program.
Ilene Rosenfeld, Special Programs Chair
ilenerosenfeld@yahoo.com
BOOK INTEREST GROUP
Facilitator: Naomi Yanis
Day and Time: Monthly on varying Fridays, September – May
(not conflicting with Opera Prep), 2:00-4:00 PM
Locations: TBA
This group meets once each month from September through May, from 2:00-4:00 PM, on various
Friday afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep. Responsibility for leading the discussion of
each book is rotated among the membership of the book group. The choices for the year are made
early in the summer, so some of the reading may be done when more time for reading might be
available.
Contact Naomi, naomi1937@comcast.net, 413-586-3399.
ENCORE PRESENTATIONS & FRIDAY LECTURES
Facilitators: Nancy Mihevc and Glenn Swanson
Day and Time: Selected Fridays 10:00 AM to 12 Noon
Location: Applewood
Enjoy our Friday morning programs reprising some outstanding seminar presentations that
moderators believe would be of general interest. Presentations are open to the members and nonmembers. Information about upcoming dates and programs will be listed in the monthly 5CLIR
REPORTER and on the 5CLIR website, www.5clir.org.
Contact Nancy at mihevcn@comcast.net, 413-313-2024.
FRENCH CONVERSATION
Facilitator: Judith Pool
Day and Time: Selected Fridays, 1:30–3:30 PM
Location: Judith’s home in Northampton
This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French. We usually follow a
routine: members tell about their week, their lives, events, or tell a story. We listen to an audio CD
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with information about the latest developments in France; we listen to articles about French people
past and present; and we close with a song in French, popular or classic. The class is called "Tout en
Français," so everyone can speak and understand French at an intermediate level. Contact Judith to
register your interest in this program. jpool41@msn.com, 413-586-2190
OPERA PREP
Facilitator: Peg Bedell
Day and Time: Fridays 2:00-3:00 PM, preceding Sat. opera broadcasts
Location: The Inn at Easthampton Lathrop, Garden Room
A series of HD video productions by the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the Hadley Cinemark
Theater on Saturday afternoons.
Peg Bedell offers an introduction to each opera and the featured performers on the Friday before
the opera showing. Prep sessions will be scheduled according to the 2018-2019 scheduled HD
video productions TBA. Watch the monthly 5CLIR REPORTER for details. Anyone may attend
any session, and Lathrop residents are encouraged to attend.
Contact: peggotty25@gmail.com, 413-203-5562.
PHOTOGRAPHY NEAR AND FAR
Facilitator: Marty Espinola
Day and Time: 2nd Tuesday of the month, 12:30-1:45 PM
Location: TBA
Open to anyone who wants to learn how to improve their photographs, how to better use their
camera or other photographic equipment, or to learn about new approaches and techniques.
Depending on the interests of the group, short field trips will be planned to sites that offer special
photographic opportunities. Special instructional presentations will be provided depending on the
needs and wants of the group. Open to all LIR photographers who enjoy taking pictures.
Contact: martyesp1@yahoo.com, 413-727-8751
SALON MUSIC
Facilitator: Chuck Aulino
Day and Time: 3rd Friday of each month, 10:00 AM
Location: Northampton Community Music Center,
139 South St., Northampton
Enjoy the shared ambience of salon music making in which each musician, whatever their musical
level, plays a selection for the group in a relaxed atmosphere. This is what LIR member music
makers do once each month. Music makers are amateurs (lovers of music) who have, in some cases,
returned to an instrument after a long hiatus, in other cases are beginning to learn an instrument.
To discuss becoming a music-maker or to be put on our e-mail list please contact Chuck Aulino.
chucknettie@gmail.com, 413-362-9185
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE
Facilitators: John Armstrong and Larry Ambs
Days and Time: October 18, November 16, December 20, 2:00-3:30 PM
Location: The Hitchcock Center for the Environment, Amherst
Science Roundtable is a discussion group for anyone interested in current issues in science. At each
session we discuss one or two main topics presented by one of our members or a guest speaker. We
reserve time at the end of each session for questions and informal discussion, and we encourage
members of the Science Roundtable to suggest topics for future sessions or to lead discussions
themselves.
A background in science is not needed to participate, nor do you have to attend all sessions.
If you are interested in participating and are not already on our mailing list,
contact Larry Ambs 413-256-8324, ambs@umass.edu.
THEATER INTEREST GROUP
Facilitator: Kay Klausewitz
Dates and Times: As arranged for each performance
Locations: Various theaters in the area.
The Theater Interest Group enjoys attending professional-quality live theater plays and musicals at
the many active theaters outside our usual familiar communities, yet most still within an hour’s drive.
Matinees are preferred, and transportation will be arranged. Sometimes the performance will
include talks related to the show offered by the theater. Sometimes lunch might be arranged on a
“pay your own” basis. Group discounts make the shows more affordable. Physical needs will be
considered (such as hearing assistance, wheelchair ramps). Guests outside of 5CLIR may come with
you. Possible venues are Springfield, Lenox, Stockbridge, Adams, Pittsfield, Greenfield, and
Worcester, MA, and also Hartford and East Haddam, CT.
For details see the monthly 5CLIR REPORTER or contact Kay Klausewitz at 781-248-5446,
kayklausewitz@gmail.com.
VIEWPOINTS
Facilitator: Hy Edelstein
Day and Time: 1st Thurs. of each month, year round, 2:30-2:00 PM
Location: Highland Valley Elder Services Conference Room, Florence
This is an open, informal, spontaneous discussion group, a fresh departure from the formal
presentations and discussions in our seminars. However, it does adhere to our peer-learning
mission. While preparation is not required, at each session several topics proposed by participants
are discussed – topics which may be drawn from a whole spectrum of events and trends in society/
culture, concerns over developments in public/private life, issues in the humanities/technologies.
Discussions over such matters, drawing on the spontaneity, spirit, thoughtfulness, and good humor
of its seasoned participants, are indeed enriching learning experiences. For more information,
contact Hy at 413-584-3060, hedelste@crocker.com.
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