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About Us: Five College Learning in Retirement
History
The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty-five years ago at the New School for Social
Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs, such
organizations are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established of the many
LLIs around the country and one of the more autonomous.
Founded in 1988-1989, Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of
Western Massachusetts. It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst.
Who are Our Members?
Our members are a diverse group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields of
interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share the
knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced.
The Programs
Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars and workshops are offered. These classes are
coordinated by members and are different every session. In addition, a small set of short seminars are
offered during the summer. Peer-led seminars and workshops are the core activities of Five College
Learning in Retirement and are designed to engage the active learner.
In addition to the seminars/workshops, we offer a set of special programs and a series of presentations
called Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum open to the
public to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts.
Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our summer,
winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities and interests with
other members.
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Membership in Five College Learning in Retirement
Our annual membership year runs from July 1st through June 30th.
One may join at any time during the year. Membership fees are not pro-rated.
To join or renew your membership
Online: You may register and pay online (with Paypal) at www.5CLIR.org/membership
By Mail: Download & print the membership form at www.5CLIR.org/forms and send to
5CLIR Office, 18 Henshaw Ave., C2, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
Types of membership




Full membership.
Half-year membership, an option for new members only.
Associate Membership for former Full Members who wish to participate in Winter/Summer and
Special Programs, but not in seminars/ workshops.

Cost Type

Benefits

$250 Full Year Member

All programs and privileges

$125 Half Year New Member

Either fall or spring term seminars; all other
programs and privileges

$125 Associate Former Member

No seminars or voting rights; all other programs
and privileges

The Assistance Fund
The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to everyone.
It is funded by generous donations from fellow members.
For further information, please contact the office at (413)-585-3756.
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A Note from the Curriculum Committee
To Current and Prospective Members of Five College Learning in Retirement:
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this catalog
of seminars for the winter and spring 2019 term. Committee members and seminar moderators have
worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we believe reflects our
members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that you find among these offerings
seminars and workshops that excite and challenge both heart and mind.
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and require the active
participation of all enrolled members. As described in this catalog, each seminar participant (with the
exception of those registered with Auditor status) will make a presentation or lead a discussion and take
an active part in the other seminar discussions. In workshops, participants engage in active learning,
typically through hands-on activities that may be paired with presentations.
Moderators and participants are urged to consult the handbooks for moderators and participants that can
be found under “Resources/5CLIR Documents” on the 5CLIR website.
Nearly all seminar rooms have good audio-visual equipment. However, if needed, 5CLIR
has audio/visual equipment that members may reserve to use for their seminar presentations.
Any expenses involving texts, DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic supplies are the responsibility
of the participants. In addition, participants may be asked to contribute up to
$5.00 each for copying costs incurred by the moderator(s).
LIR members may sign up for as many seminars/workshops as they wish. As some seminars can be
oversubscribed and result in a wait list, it is a good idea to list on your registration sheet more courses
than the total number you wish to take.
The Committee thanks the members who have volunteered to moderate the seminars/workshops to be
offered in the summer and fall. Without their creativity and dedication, we would not have the high
quality choices that you find in these pages.
Members of the Curriculum Committee 2017-2018
Jim Harvey, co-chair
Betsy Siersma, co-chair

Term Ends
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2020

Helene Lambert
Miriam Moss
Ellen Peck
Laura Price
Pam Daniels
Kip Fonsh
Katy van Geel
Tyll van Geel
Francie(Borden) Taylor
Kendra Dahlquist
Chris Hurn
Dean Poli

June 30, 2019
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
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PLEASE READ: Registration, Schedules, Attendance
Registration Instructions for Spring 2019 Seminars




Registration for Spring 2019 courses opens on Monday, November 19th, following the Preview
on Sunday, November 18, 2018.
Registrations can only be made online at www.5clir.org, or by mail.
Additional information about the registration process can be found at www.5clir.org/programs

Registration form – online or paper






Fill in the form completely.
Incomplete forms may cause processing delay, and may not be included in the lottery.
Include course number (found in the index and on each seminar page) and seminar title for each
choice.
Enter up to 6 choices, in order of preference.
Enter the TOTAL NUMBER of seminars YOU WISH TO ENROLL IN in the box provided.
If this box is blank, you will be assigned ONE seminar.
If you wish to co-enroll with another member, you may only register for ONE seminar together.
That seminar must be the FIRST CHOICE of both members, and BOTH members must submit
registrations by the lottery deadline.

Enrollment







All registrations received at the office by Wednesday, December 5th will be included
in the first round of spring class assignments.
Oversubscribed seminars will be filled by random lottery of all registrations.
Those not assigned to seminars/workshops by lottery will be added to wait lists.
Registration notifications will be sent on or about December 20th.
Registrations received after the lottery will be added as space is available in requested
seminars/workshops, or added to wait lists.
Wait listed individuals will be notified when space becomes available for them.

Before Registering, Please Note:

If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar, or more than two
overall, please talk to the moderator(s) to see whether that would be acceptable.

6

Cancellation and Changes
 Enrollment changes must be made through the office, and moderators must be notified.
 In the event of low enrollment, a seminar may be cancelled.
Withdrawals and Absences
 People who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the moderator(s)
of an emergency will be dropped from the seminar and replaced with people on the wait list.
 If you must withdraw from a seminar for health or other pressing personal reasons, please report
this to the office immediately, 413-585-3756. Someone else may use your place.
Spring 2019 Schedule
 Most seminars run for 10 weeks. Some run for fewer weeks, and start later.
 Please check the listing for schedule details and dates that the class will not meet.
 All seminars may continue into the week of May 6, 2019, in the event that a make-up class is
needed.
Days and Times
 Seminars are usually two hours long, and are scheduled Monday through Wednesday mornings
and afternoons, and Thursday mornings. Check seminar listings for exact times.
Locations
 Seminars are held in a variety of locations in the Pioneer Valley, at retirement communities,
college campuses, and community venues. All are handicapped accessible.
 Accessible parking is available at all locations, unless otherwise noted.
 Check seminar/workshop listings for location information.
Seminar/Workshop Expenses
 Participants may be asked to contribute up to $5.00 to cover the cost of copies.
 Books and other required supplies are purchased by the participants.
Refer to the Participants Handbook
 Participants should become familiar with their role and responsibilities.
 The handbook can be found on the website at: www.5clir.org/resources/documents
5CLIR Ombudsman
 Should a difficulty or situation arise in a seminar that cannot be resolved, the 5CLIR
Ombudsman may be contacted for assistance.
 Contact: Anne Lombard at aslombard@comcast.net or at 413-586-7509.
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SEMINAR REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS
COMPLETING YOUR FORM:
Please fill in the seminar registration form completely.
Incomplete forms delay processing, and may not be included in the lottery.
MEMBERSHIP MUST BE CURRENT:
Membership dues must be current prior to the start of programs and seminars for which you register.
TOTAL NUMBER OF SEMINARS REQUESTED:
Please fill in the box for the total number of seminars you wish to take.
If the total number is not entered, you will be registered for ONE seminar.
LIST YOUR CHOICES IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE:
Class assignments are made in sequential order, and one class time slot.
TO ENROLL IN A SEMINAR WITH ANOTHER MEMBER:
Two members may request co-enrollment in ONE seminar. Each individual must submit a registration
form, the seminar must be listed as the first choice for each, and each must request co-registration. Coregistrations received by the lottery deadline will be assigned a single lottery number.
WRITING TO REMEMBER SEMINARS:
You may request more than one Writing to Remember seminar, but you will be enrolled in only one.
SPECIAL REGISTRATION AS AUDITOR:
Full members of 5CLIR who have participated in seminars for four or more years and who wish to take
seminars, but are unable to fulfill research and presentation requirements, are able to register as an
auditor.
Registrations made as an auditor are NOT included in the lottery, and are added to seminars following
regular enrollment, with the permission of moderators, as indicated on the course description page.

Additional information about registration can be found at www.5clir.org/programs.
Registration forms can be found at: www.5clir.org/resources/forms.
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Schedule of Spring 2019 Seminars
CLASS

SEMINAR TITLE

MODERATOR(S)

LOCATION

Jeanne Ballantine
Fred Bogin
Gene Fisher
Paul Berman, Michael Rosner

Applewood in Amherst
Rockridge, Northampton
Smith College
UU Society/ Amherst

P. 11 MONDAY MORNING
19SDD Dealing with Dying and Death
19SGO For the Love of Golf
19SIP
The Imperial Presidency
19SME Medical Ethical Issues
P. 15 MONDAY AFTERNOON
19SBO Boston, 1919: A Tumultuous Year Rich Szlozek
19STM Techniques of Memoir Writing
Dick Bentley, Nancy Denig
19SWB Writing to Remember (Blue)
Henia Lewin, Carol Jolly

Lathrop Easthampton
Amherst College
Lilly Library, Florence

P. 18 TUESDAY MORNING
19SEE
19SPO
19SVB
P.21

The Elizabethan Era
The Popes
Victorian Britain

Patricia Tillona
Dean Poli, Fletcher Davis
James Harvey

Smith College
UMass Transit Center
Smith College

TUESDAY AFTERNOON

19SFD FDR’s Supporting Cast
Tyll van Geel, Neil Novik
Smith College
19SWS Wallace Stegner
Bobbie Reitt, Joan McKelvey
Smith College
19SWT What Are We Tasting? Merlot? Brie?
Cynthia Barker, Marybeth Bridegam Amherst Woman’s Club
19SWP Writing to Remember (Purple)
Ina Luadtke, Francie Taylor
Rockridge, Northampton
P. 25 WEDNESDAY MORNING
19SEH European Destiny & the Hapsburgs Bruce Buxton, Alan Armstrong
UMass University w/o Walls
19SLM The Lure of Mars
Martha Hanner, Dorothy Rosenthal Applewood in Amherst
P. 27 WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
19SHI The History and Culture of Iran
Jim Harvey
19SHP Humanity’s Past
James Averill
19SMA 1800’s Massachusetts Architecture Linda Honan

Wesley U.M. Church, Hadley
Smith College
Loomis, South Hadley

P.30 THURSDAY MORNING
19SAR
19SAF
19SLE
18FWR

The Age of Reason
Appalachian Food
Language and Evolution
Writing to Remember (Red)

Richard Hamilton
Katy van Geel, Nina Scott
Kathy Campbell
Ellen Peck & Catharine Porter
9

Smith College
Members’ homes (TBA)
UMass University w/o Walls
Grace Church, Amherst
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Dealing with Dying and Death
"Meaning making" for the patient, family and friends
Purpose: Dying and death bring new responsibilities and role changes to patients, family, and friends.
This seminar will shed new light on how to understand and embrace these new roles, using
philosophical, theological, psychological, sociological, and practical aspects of living meaningfully.
Course #
Format:

19SDD
Seminar

Moderator:

Jeanne Ballantine

Date and Time:

Monday, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting February 25

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, Meeting Room

Description: Relevant topics may include: how to cope with diagnosis; constructing new roles/statuses;
challenges to one’s self-image; living with ambiguity; alternative therapies, diets, medicines; what to
say/not say to a dying person; dealing with awkward situations; how to be supportive; religious
approaches; planning ahead with documents/forms, finances, remembrances, burial decisions, and who
makes decisions. In addition, one's legacy; levity, laughter, hope; dilemmas and decisions; hospice;
assisted suicide; grief and coping.
Role of participants: Each participant will select a topic from a list provided by the moderator. After
researching the topic (using the Roberts book, other suggested resources, and personal experiences), the
participant will give a 20- to 30-minute presentation, which will be followed by discussion.
Resources: Required: Meaning Making with Malignancy: A theologically trained sociologist reflects on
living meaningfully with cancer, by Keith A. Roberts, Covenant Books, 2018. Available at local
bookstores and online.
Recommended: books by Atul Gawande, Elisabeth Kubler Ross, Rob Moll, Jessica Mitford, Michael
Greger, and others.
Online: search terms such as “resources on death and dying,” and “meaning of death.”
About the Moderator: Jeanne Ballantine is a Professor Emerita of sociology, having taught in Ohio
and internationally for over 40 years. She is the author of books and articles, some of which focus on the
seminar’s topic.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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For the Love of Golf
Golf is not really a four-letter word
Purpose: My aim is to create a forum where those who love the game of golf, or find it intriguing, or at
least really enjoy watching it on TV, can share with each other golf conversations that no one else wants
to hear.
Course #
Format:

19SGO
Seminar

Moderator:

Fred Bogin

Date and Time:

Monday, 10:00-Noon
8 weeks, starting March 11

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community, Meeting Room, Northampton

Description: This is intended to be a low intensity/high fun experience. I plan to hold eight
“conversations” with each conversation having a different theme. For example, one week participants
will be invited to share their “best ever golf experience.” Other topics/themes could include: favorite
course(s); memories of great golf travel destinations; favorite golf books (with a brief synopsis of one
book); video clips of great golf history moments and great players; perhaps a movie one week (e.g. The
Greatest Game Ever Played, The Legend of Bagger Vance); and a “field trip” to watch on TV one day of
The Master’s. The main point is to get a group of “golf nuts” together in one room to share their passion,
memories, joy and sorrow as golfers and golf-fans. It should be a totally enjoyable experience.
Role of participants: Every participant will be asked to prepare a contribution for the weekly
discussion prior to each meeting. Depending on the focus of that week’s conversation, individual
contributions might include memorabilia, compelling stories, a summary of a favorite golf book, etc.
These contributions should be designed to enrich and stimulate, that week’s conversation.
Resources: Possible books for review (one per participant): Golf in the Kingdom, Michael Murphy; The
Legend of Bagger Vance, Steven Pressfield; Final Rounds, James Dodson; The Match, Mark Frost; Golf
Dreams, John Updike; and others.
About the Moderator: Fred is in love with the game of golf. He has been trying to master the game for
56 years. He’s still trying. Fred has previously facilitated two seminars and co-facilitated a third.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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The Imperial Presidency
Will Congress take back its power to declare war?
Purpose: This seminar will explore the erosion of Congressional checks on presidential powers in the
realm of foreign policy and waging war, and the growing trend toward a presidency wherein the chief
executive is accountable only to the electorate or through impeachment.
Course #
Format:

19SIP
Seminar

Moderator:

Gene Fisher

Date and Time:

Monday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting February 25

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, Room 102

Description: After an introductory first session, the remaining 9 weeks of the seminar will follow the
traditional presentation - discussion format. Two topics will be presented and discussed each session.
The topics will follow mostly the chapter headings in Schlesinger's and Louis Fisher's books, The
Imperial Presidency and Presidential War Power. The topic list will include the intentions and
disagreements the founding fathers had over the president's powers; numerous examples of presidents
overriding the powers of Congress, especially in wartime; proposed structural changes in the presidency;
and court rulings (or non-rulings) on the matter. The second half of the 10th week session will feature
an open discussion by all participants on what can be done about the imperial presidency.
Role of participants: Each participant will choose one or, depending on seminar enrollment, two topics
from a pre-arranged list of 17 topics, ordered by date. Each participant will have 50 minutes to present
(30 minutes) and discuss (20 minutes) his/her topic.
Resources: There are two required texts: (1) The Imperial Presidency by Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.,
Mariner Edition, 2004; (2) Presidential War Power by Louis Fisher, third edition revised, University
Press of Kansas, 2013. An optional source recommended to all is Absolute Power: How the Unitary
Executive Theory is Undermining the Constitution by John P. Mackenzie, The Century Foundation
Press, 2008.
About the Moderator: An Emeritus Professor of Sociology from UMass, Amherst, Professor Fisher
has participated in four 5CLIR seminars, and moderated one seminar on the Evolution of Islamic
Salafism.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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Medical Ethical Issues
Contemporary issues facing physicians and patients
Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to examine contemporary medical ethical issues such as the
vaccination of children and assisted suicide. The historical background of the issues will be explored.
Course #
Format:

19SME
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Paul Berman
Michael Rosner

Date and Time:

Monday, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting February 25

Location:

Unitarian Society of Amherst, Conference Room

Description: Participants will choose an issue from a list provided by the moderators. If a participant
wants to address an issue not on the list, the participant must get a moderator's approval. Presentations
will be 20 to 30 minutes long; discussion will follow. There will be only one presentation per two-hour
session since these issues are quite complicated and will generate a vigorous discussion.
Role of participants: Each participant will choose an ethical issue and make a 20- or 30-minute
presentation addressing the ethical and scientific dimensions of the issue.
Resources: There are many online sites with articles, references, and journals that can be used as a
starting point. The moderators will assist participants in identifying materials relevant to their chosen
topic when needed.
About the Moderators: Both moderators are retired physicians.
Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: no
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Boston, 1919: A Tumultuous Year
Anarchist bombings, flu epidemics, police strikes, and political upheaval in Boston
and across the nation.
Purpose: We will read the historical novel The Given Day by Dennis Lehane, comparing fact to fiction,
as he details the fascinating array of events that occurred in Boston and nationwide during this
extraordinary year.
Course #

19SBO

Moderator:

Rich Szlosek

Date and Time:

Monday, 2:00-4:00
8 weeks, starting February 25

Format:

Seminar

Location:

Lathrop Easthampton, Mt. Tom Room

Description: In each session of the seminar, one hour will be given over to a discussion of a portion of
the novel (which does have some coarse language) and the second hour to an in depth look at one of the
events mentioned in the narrative.
Role of participants: Members will either lead a discussion on a part of the novel they have chosen,
or report on a relevant historical event.
Resources: Everyone will read The Given Day by Dennis Lehane which is widely available.
About the Moderator: I have moderated 14 seminars, most on American history and literature,
and this novel affords a rare chance to combine both interests.
Maximum number of participants: 14
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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Techniques of Memoir Writing
How to tell your own stories
Purpose: This workshop will focus on improving participants’ writing skills in order to please, as well
as challenge, readers. Such readership includes friends, family members and possible publishers. The
main purpose is to have fun writing.
Course #
Format:

19STM
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Dick Bentley
Nancy Denig

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting February 25

Location:

Amherst College, Converse Hall, Porter Lounge

Description: Workshop participants will review published memoirs by established authors, to be
provided by the Moderator. The group will discuss each memoir for specific writing techniques,
storytelling practices and such methods as foreshadowing, narrative perspective, backstory, and
character development.
Role of participants: Participants will experiment with short in-class writing assignments. Subject
matter may include friendship, love, marriage, parenthood, professional challenges and achievements.
Workshop members will produce at least one writing sample, maximum 1800 words each or 15 minutes
in length. A second composition is optional.
Resources: No required reading, but short reading assignments will be given out in class.
About the Moderators: Moderator Dick Bentley has taught memoir writing at UMass, published three
books of short stories and poetry, and served as a former Board Member of the Modern Poetry
Association. Co-moderator Nancy Denig has moderated two LIR seminars on Poetry Out Loud,
knowing and sharing the power of how the rhythm of words can sing.
Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: No
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Writing to Remember (Blue)
Writing your own story
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to write about your life, share your writing with seminar
members, and hear their stories.
Course #
Format:

19SWB
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Henia Lewin
Carol Jolly

Date and Time:

Monday afternoon, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting February 25

Location:

Lilly Library, Reading Room, Florence

Description: Whatever we call the form - autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history writing about one's life is a powerful human need. Many people want to leave behind some record of
their accomplishments, thoughts, and adventures. If it's a family history it will have the added value of
telling one's children and grandchildren about their heritage.
Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One of the
saddest sentences we know is "'I wish I had asked my mother about that." In this seminar, you'll enjoy
writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other people's lives. The atmosphere is relaxed,
but the serious efforts of all concerned help to make this a rewarding experience for the whole group.
Role of participants: Each participant is expected to write at home about his or her life whether
through anecdotes, letters, conversations, or in full detail. During the semester everyone will be given
two opportunities to present, by reading aloud from his or her prepared texts, and to contribute to the
discussions that follow.
Resources: n/a
About the Moderators: Henia Lewin taught university courses in Hebrew and Yiddish and received a
national Covenant Award as an Outstanding Jewish Educator. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working
on her autobiography.
Carol Jolly has served on 5CLIR committees, Council, and as an officer. After sampling a wide variety
of seminars and moderating a few, she took “Writing to Remember”, and looks forward to continuing to
work on her life story.
Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: no
Enrollment is limited to only ONE Writing to Remember seminar per semester.
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The Elizabethan Era
The reign of Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603)
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to learn about the golden age in English history, a time when
the English renaissance inspired national pride through classical ideals, international expansion, and
naval triumph.
Course #
Format:

19SEE
Seminar

Moderator:

Patricia Tillona

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting February 26

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, Room 204

Description: We will learn about a time that witnessed the flowering of poetry, music and literature—
an era most famous for its theatre, where Shakespeare and others composed plays we still read and
watch today. It was also an age of exploration and expansion abroad...including the New World, an era
that has been widely romanticized in books, movies, plays and on TV. We will also discuss the life of a
young woman who became queen at 25, ruled for 45 years, managed to stay a virgin, and gained the
trust and love of her people.
Role of participants: Participants will participate in the discussions, and give a presentation of no more
than 30 minutes and a discussion for 15 minutes. You may choose from my list of topics or choose one
of your own, but let me know in advance in case it's taken.
Resources: There is plenty of information online. That's where I do most of my research. However, for
those of you that don't feel comfortable with computers or the net, here's a list of suggested reading:
Choose one of the following titles: 1) Elizabethan London, Lisa Picard; 2) The Elizabethans, H. W.
Wilson; (3) The Elizabethan Renaissance, Dr. Alfred Lester Rowe.
About the Moderator: I am a retired school teacher who has taken many seminars and moderated as
well. I have been taking seminars to learn more about topics of interest, that I was not able to do before.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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The Popes
Saints or sinners, reformers or rogues, vital or venal?
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to examine the lives of some of the men who have served as
Popes, and to explore the character, competence and consequences of their reign on Church and society.

Course #
Format:

19SPO
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Dean Poli
Fletcher Davis

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 AM
10 weeks, starting February 26

Location:

UMass Transit Center, Amherst

Description: Some 265 men have served as Popes and over 30 men have been declared anti- popes of
the Catholic Church. Some have been holy, while some have been wicked; some have been competent
while some have been incompetent; some have been learned and some have been ignorant. In this
seminar we will become acquainted with the lives of some of these men and the effect of their tenure as
Pope on Christianity and the world beyond.
Role of participants: Each participant will prepare a short presentation (30-35 minutes) and lead a
discussion concerning the life of one or more men who have served as Pope. A list of Popes participants
may choose from will be available at the Preview.
Resources: In addition to the many web sites that exist dealing with this topic, participants may also
find the following publications useful: Lives of the Popes, Richard P. McBriend; Pontifix Maximus: A
Short History of the Popes, Christopher Lascelles; Saints and Sinners: A History of the Popes, Eamon
Duffy.
About the Moderators: Dean Poli has moderated or co-moderated approximately 10 seminars since
joining LIR in 2006. Although he taught engineering for 40 years at UMass, since joining LIR all his
seminars have dealt with topics in history.
Fletcher Davis, an ordained Episcopalian, has participated in a wide variety of LIR seminars, mostly in
the areas of science and public policy.
Maximum number of participants: 17
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 1

19

Victorian Britain
Purpose: In this seminar we will become acquainted with the major features and leaders of the
Victorian period in Great Britain (1837-1901).
Course #
Format:

19SVB
Seminar

Moderator:

James Harvey

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting February 26

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Hall Common

Description: The Victorian period saw the British Empire grow to become the largest in human history,
featuring the extraordinary 63-year reign of Queen Victoria. It was a period of considerable ferment and
reform. During this period Great Britain had considerable influence on the rest of the world, including
the use of English as the international means of communication.
While time constraints make a comprehensive study of the period impossible, this seminar will look at
some of the leaders of that age and examine some of the features of its society. We will try to understand
how change developed, why reforms were important, and how they affected the lives of ordinary people.
Particular attention will be paid to some of its gifted leaders in politics, the arts, science and industry.
Role of participants: Prepare and deliver a presentation of 30-40 minutes, participate in class
discussion and read the background material.
Resources: Internet articles on various topics will be supplied by the moderator and it is suggested that
participants read one of the following:
The Victorians, A. N. Wilson; The Victorian City, Everyday life in Dickens’ London, Judith Flanders
About the Moderator: Jim has been leading seminars for 15 years on a variety of topics, but especially
history.
Maximum number of participants: 17
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2

20

FDR’s Supporting Cast
The players behind FDR and his New Deal, 1933-1941
Purpose: The seminar’s purpose is to learn about the New Deal, examining the motivations, policies,
interactions, and politics of people who personally supported FDR, and/or worked with FDR on the
design and implementation of the New Deal.
Course #
Format:

19SFD
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Tyll van Geel
Neil Novik

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting February 26

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308

Description: In 1933, the New Deal was a multi-faceted response by the federal government to a
catastrophic economic depression. Relying on cash relief, price fixing, labor regulation, work projects
and other approaches, the New Deal assisted farmers, the unemployed, homeowners, the elderly,
children, bank depositors, laborers, conservationists, artists, and workers on urban construction and
national infrastructure projects, transforming the relationship between the federal government, the states,
localities, and individual citizens.
But FDR didn't do it alone. Each session of this seminar will be devoted to an examination of two
significant people who were part of this transformation –Eleanor Roosevelt, Missy Le Hand, Frances
Perkins, Harry Hopkins, Harold Ickes, Fiorello La Guardia, young Lyndon Johnson, Mary McLeod
Bethune, and others. Approaching the New Deal through these biographies expands our understanding
by highlighting important details, the dynamism of the administration, and the internal divisions within
it, thereby giving the New Deal a fresh slant not often emphasized in biographies of FDR and general
histories.
Role of participants: Participants will give a 30-minute presentation on an individual of importance
chosen by the participant from a list provided by the moderators (or an unlisted person, with approval of
the moderators), after which they will lead a follow-up discussion.
Resources: Many biographies and articles regarding the individuals who will be the focus of the
presentations are available in local libraries and from booksellers online, as will general histories of the
New Deal and biographies of FDR. One example is Adam Cohen’s Nothing to Fear. A suggested
bibliography will be provided at the Preview.
About the Moderators: Tyll van Geel has moderated a number of LIR seminars and has had a lifelong
interest in FDR. Neil Novik has moderated several seminars including one on the 1930's. He has also
moderated seminars on cultural history, including those on the history of radio and the history of
comedy.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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Wallace Stegner
Novelist, historian, environmentalist
Purpose: We will explore the breadth of Stegner's remarkable career as not only a prize-winning author,
but also as a historian of the West and an early activist for environmental causes.
Course #
Format:

19SWS
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Bobbie Reitt
Joan McKelvey

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting February 26

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Hall Common

Description: Stegner (1909-1993) is best known for his "big" novels (Big Rock Candy Mountain, Angle
of Repose, Crossing to Safety), but his importance to American culture generally is much less
appreciated. He was important to the development of creative writing education and a mentor to many
authors beginning their careers (e.g., Wendell Berry, Tillie Olson, Larry McMurtry). He also published
many fiction and nonfiction works that enhance readers’ historical, cultural, and environmental
understanding of the West. His deep concern for our future led him into efforts to educate Americans,
especially politicians, about Western environmental issues that could be addressed adequately only at
the national level.
We will discuss two books and several short pieces of Stegner’s to better appreciate his daring and
skill as a writer, and we will all read a probing biography by Jackson Benson to ground our discussions
of Stegner's achievements.
Role of participants: Do the required reading and prepare either to lead discussion of a part of the
required reading or to report on a subject related to our reading. Suggested topics for such reports will
be provided by the moderators.
Resources: Jackson J Benson, Wallace Stegner: His Life and Work; Wallace Stegner, Angle of Repose;
Wallace Stegner, Wolf Willow: A History, a Story, and a Memory of the Last Frontier.
The Wallace Stegner essays "The Wilderness Letter" and "The Sense of Place" to be supplied by the
moderators.
About the Moderators: Bobbie Reitt, retired book editor, has been in LIR since 2003 and has led
about a dozen seminars in literature and American history.
Joan McKelvey is a retired social worker who practiced family therapy for 30 years in a variety of
settings. She has been an LIR member for 9 years and co-moderated a previous seminar.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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What Are We Tasting? Merlot? Brie?
Exploring the famous wine and cheese producing regions of the world
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to understand the varieties, characteristics, history, and flavors
of many wines and cheeses from the most famous producing regions of Western Europe, the Americas,
New Zealand, and Australia.
Course #
Format:

19SWT
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Cynthia Barker
Marybeth Bridegam

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting February 26

Location:

Amherst Woman’s Club

Description: The first session will feature a basic orientation to wine and cheese. Each subsequent
week will feature one presentation about a famous wine-producing region and one presentation about
that region’s cheeses, or an alternate region depending upon the local availability of cheese. Each
session will include both presentations and a modest sampling of wine (maximum of 5 total oz.) and
cheese under discussion.
During the seminar we will learn where some of the most popular wines and cheeses originate, their
history, varieties, characteristics, how they are produced, how they are stored, how to decipher a wine
label, how to pair wine and cheeses, how to pair wines with other foods, where to purchase some great
offerings, and, above all, how to enjoy drinking and eating wonderful wines and cheeses.
Role of participants: Each participant will select one famous wine OR cheese producing region from
a list provided by the moderators. Participants will prepare a presentation about the area, and provide 2-3
bottles of wine (could cost $50-$100) OR 2-3 varieties of cheese for tasting. Coordination of
presentations (i.e., wine and cheese pairings) among participants is not required.
Resources: Most useful resources are available on-line. Participants will have access to the digital
archives of Wine Spectator containing wine tutorials, regional maps, critics' wine ratings, tasting notes,
and an inventory of high value affordable wines. A variety of books and periodicals will be referenced.
About the Moderators: Cynthia Barker has participated in many 5CLIR seminars and has enjoyed
collecting wines for nearly fifty years. Marybeth Bridegam has moderated a great variety of seminars
and has traveled extensively throughout many of the countries we will be exploring on our wine and
cheese tour.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: no
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Writing to Remember (Purple)
Recording and sharing legacy memories and values
Purpose: Whether writing is an experience in reminiscence, or an exploration of the meaning of a life
journey, the value of written recollections is unequaled for documenting and sharing our
legacies. Members receive group support and motivation to do so.
Course #
Format:

19SWP
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Ina Luadtke
Francie Borden Taylor

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting February 26

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community, Library, Northampton

Description: Forms of writing may include memoir essays, letters, diaries, journals, poetry or other
alternatives. Presentations may be rough drafts, revisions in progress or a (nearly) completed
work. Presenters specifically identify the character of feedback they wish to receive from group
members. Copies of the writing are sent to the group members in advance of the presentation date to
encourage optimal participation. The acoustics of the meeting space was selected to enhance the
experience of those with hearing disabilities. One's writing may also be read by a substitute reader. We
work to accommodate disabilities as resources permit.
Role of participants: Members will prepare and read two or three pieces of original writing related to
remembering and sharing a part of their life journey, which will be emailed to members before class.
Resources: Resources for memoir writing are abundant and widely available. A list of sources
assembled by prior WTR members will be available at Spring Preview.
About the Moderators: Ina and Francie are seasoned writers and group leaders. Among Ina's fond
LIR memories are producing the April Afternoons of Poetry, and serving as a committee member,
chairperson and moderator. Francie is fascinated with the power of memory to shape and be shaped by
us.
Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: no
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European Destiny and the Hapsburgs
A key to Europe
Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to examine key figures and events in the Habsburg Empire as it
influenced the shape of Europe.
Course #
Format:

19SEH
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Bruce Buxton
Alan Armstrong

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting February 27

Location:

UMass University without Walls, Hadley

Description: The seminar will examine key figures and events in the Habsburg Empire from the 18th
century to its destruction in 1918.
Role of participants: Participants will research and explore the Habsburg legacy in art, architecture,
music, philosophy, and modernist literature with attention to key figures like Maria Theresa, Freud,
Mahler, Kafka, Klimt, Franz Joseph, and others.
Resources: Collateral readings provided by the moderators and participants may include material from
Robert Kaplan's Balkan Ghosts, Pieter Judson's new book The Habsburg Empire, Simon Winder's
Danubia, and Rebecca West's Black Lamb and Gray Falcon.
About the Moderators: Bruce Buxton is Headmaster Emeritus of Falmouth Academy, MA. He is
Executive Director of the Scandinavian Seminar in Amherst and has published many articles on school
culture and school choice.
Alan Armstrong is a writer who has published books on the history of science. He has edited historical
records, including the selected letters of the 18th century English botanist Peter Collinson gathered in
the book Forget Not Mee and My Garden.
Maximum number of participants: 15
Auditors accepted: no
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The Lure of Mars
People and Mars - past, present, and future
Purpose: We will learn about how the ancients viewed Mars, what telescopes have revealed about the
Red Planet, how flybys and rovers have taught us more about Mars, and explore whether there is a
future for people on Mars.
Course #
Format:

19SLM
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Martha Hanner
Dorothy Rosenthal

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting February 27

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, Meeting Room

Description: From ancient times until the present, people have been fascinated by Mars – first visible
to the naked eye as the "red planet," then seen by telescopes and, more recently, by spacecraft orbiting
Mars and vehicles roving the surface. We will explore these different views of Mars and address two big
questions: (1) Does life exist or has it ever existed on Mars? and (2) Are human missions to Mars in our
future?
Role of participants: Participants will select a topic from a list supplied by the moderators, make a
presentation, and lead a discussion of their topic. Examples of possible topics are: “Mars in the Night
Sky,” “The War of the Worlds,” “Close Up Views of Mars,” and “Is There Water on Mars?”
Resources: There is no required text for this seminar, but for participants who would like a well-written
and up-to-date source, we recommend the National Geographic Society’s book entitled Mars: Secrets of
the Red Planet by Patricia Daniels (2018), available from bookstores and online.
About the Moderators: Martha Hanner is an astronomer and planetary scientist who worked on
various NASA missions to the planets while at California Institute of Technology/Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. After retiring to Amherst she taught an honors course on planetary exploration at UMass.
Dottie Rosenthal is a biologist whose first interest in science was astronomy. She has been a member of
5CLIR for 20 years and moderated or co-moderated over two dozen seminars.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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History and Culture of Iran
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to develop an understanding of Iranian/Persian history and
modern Iranian culture.
Course #
Format:

19SHI
Seminar

Moderator:

Jim Harvey

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting February 27

Location:

Wesley United Methodist Church, Hadley

Description: Iran is regularly in the news, often branded as "evil". But Iran's Persian legacy is a long
and rich one. Few of us have a grasp of its history or culture, despite its important position in the modern
Middle East. This seminar is intended to address that lack. We will try to get beyond prejudice and
rhetoric to understand this very ancient land and its people. Presentation topics will deal with such
aspects as history, politics, food, visual arts, textiles, literature, education, religion, and the role of
women.
Role of participants: Participants will read the resource book, research and present a topic for
approximately 30 minutes, lead discussion on their own presentation, and join in the discussion of
others.
Resources: Participants will be asked to read Understanding Iran, William Polk. Other readings may
be supplied.
About the Moderator: Jim has been moderating seminars for 15 years. He was born in India, lived in
Pakistan and has a lifelong interest in the history and cultures of the world's great civilizations.
Maximum number of participants: 17
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2

27

Humanity’s Past
A biological and social history of the human race
Purpose: Our goal is to tell the story of humanity from the first appearance of Homo sapiens, roughly
150,000 years ago, to the present state of human affairs.
Course #
Format:

19SHP
Seminar

Moderator:

James Averill

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting February 27

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, Room 102

Description: The seminar begins with David Reich’s “deep history of our species”; it is “deep” because
few artifacts remain to document how Homo Sapiens came to populate the world from modest
beginnings in Africa, more than 150,000 years ago. However, past migrations and intermixing of
populations etched a record in our genes. Deciphering that record is the subject of Reich’s book. Next,
we turn to Yuval Harari’s socio/cultural history of our species, from roughly 50,000 years ago to the
present.
With few exceptions, each session of the seminar is devoted to a particular “epoch” identified, not by
calendar years, but rather by one or more chapters in the assigned readings. For example, “Populating
the Americas” is an epoch represented by Chapter 7 of Reich’s book, and “The Scientific Revolution” is
an epoch represented by Chapters 14 and 15 of Harari’s history.
Finally, we explore the implications of humanity’s past for issues of current concern, including problems
of identity and inequality.
Role of participants: Everyone is expected to read the two assigned books, which we will discuss
epoch by epoch in sequence. Each hour-long session will be led by a participant who selects issues that
he or she believes epitomize an epoch, and leads a discussion of those issues and their implications.
Resources: Who We Are and How We Got Here: Ancient DNA and the New Science of the Human Past,
Reich, David (2018). Pantheon Books. (Required) and Sapiens: A brief history of humankind, Harari,
Yuval (2015). HarperCollins. (Required)
About the Moderator: I was formerly a professor of psychology at UMass. This seminar is broader in
scope than the previous ones that I have moderated for LIR. I look forward to the challenge.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, 1
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1800’s Massachusetts Architecture
The architecture of churches, mills, markets, schools and mansions
in 19th century Massachusetts towns
Purpose: Participants will study the distinguishing characteristics of outstanding Massachusetts
buildings such as Bulfinch's State House, Parris' Quincy Market, McIntire's historic Salem, the Tower
brothers' Holyoke mills, Richardson's Trinity church Boston or Hampden County Courthouse, or
McKay's Amherst Town Hall.
Course #
Format:

19SMA
Seminar

Moderator:

Linda Honan

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 2:15-4:40
10 weeks, starting February 27

Location:

Loomis Village, South Hadley

Description: Massachusetts' cities and towns owe much of their beauty to the buildings erected by our
ancestors. With no American colleges teaching their craft, many nineteenth-century architects like Parris
learned by being apprenticed to a housewright (a house builder). Like most housewrights, Parris copied
designs from architectural books such as those published by Asher Benjamin of Greenfield and
Springfield. Others traveled to Europe to study architectural masterworks. Richardson was the second
American to attend the École des Beaux Arts in Paris and this school trained many American architects.
D. H. & A. B. Tower, who were among the foremost architects and civil engineers in their day,
designing both mills and milling machinery, were trained by being apprenticed as millwrights. They
designed not only 16 mills in Holyoke but many other mills across the U.S.A. The moderator will give
participants handouts featuring notable buildings, and will also plan an optional trip to historic Holyoke
to visit the Skinner Mansion, canals, and mills.
Role of participants: Each participant will give a 30-minute audiovisual presentation, introducing us to
one architect's work, outlining their career and showing pictures of their buildings, and will then lead a
discussion.
Resources: From Craft to Profession. The Practice of Architecture in Nineteenth Century America.,
Woods, Mary N.; American Architecture 1607-1976., Whiffen, Marcus; Koeper, Frederick.
About the Moderator: Linda Honan is a historian who loves Massachusetts buildings. She has recently
moderated three seminars. She has degrees from Yale and the National University of Ireland.
Maximum number of participants: 15
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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The Age of Reason
The Scientific Revolution & the Enlightenment of the 17th and 18th centuries
Purpose: This seminar will explore the changes in Western European thought from the religiously
oriented medieval worldview to the beginnings of a more secular understanding of the physical, social,
political and economic conditions of the modern world.
Course #
Format:

19SAR
Seminar

Moderator:

Rich Hamilton

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting February 28

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall room 308
(on 4/11, 4/18 meet in Campus Center Room 102)

Description: We will explore the seminal discoveries in anatomy (Michael Servetus & Vesalius) and in
astronomy and physics (Copernicus to Newton), the importance of mathematic application to physical
phenomena and the emergence of an empirically based scientific method. These discoveries
revolutionized perceptions of the place of nature, God and humanity in the universe and provided the
rational tools used to re-examine the order of society, political legitimacy, justice and economic
structures. As we examine the thought of such Enlightenment thinkers as John Locke, Montesquieu,
Diderot, Voltaire, Adam Smith, Jefferson and Franklin, we will see it was an age of optimism and a
belief in the possibility of progress that would drive the political and economic revolutions of the 18th
and 19th centuries.
Role of participants: Each participant will be responsible for a presentation of up to 30 minutes
followed by a group discussion.
Resources: Suggested Reading: The Enlightenment, a Source-Book and Reader, Hyland, Gomez &
Greensides, new & used available from online booksellers. SparkNotes: The Scientific Revolution, and
SparkNotes: The Enlightenment. Both can be read online free. More reading materials will be available
later.
About the Moderator: The moderator taught college level European history for 37 years and has
moderated and taken several seminars during the past eight years.
Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2

30

Appalachian Food
From farming to food stamps
Purpose: An important part of understanding a culture is understanding how a society feeds itself. Food
is written about, eaten, and fought for. We will explore Appalachia’s food, and in so doing, touch upon
Appalachia’s history, geography, people, and politics.
Course #
Format:

19SAF
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Katy van Geel
Nina Scott

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting February 28

Location:

Members’ homes (TBA)

Description: We will explore Appalachia’s origins, settlement history, racially diverse population,
colorful family feuds, famous pioneers, music, stereotypes, coal mining, outmigration, folklore, war
service, poverty, politics, opioid crisis, attitudes toward immigrants, welfare recipients, gay rights,
religion, environmental issues, movies, guns, farming, as well as food. This seminar will give us a taste
of it all.
We will also discuss the efforts of some Leverett liberals to reach out to and forge bonds with people
from Trump-leaning Letcher County, Kentucky. This "Hands Across the Hills" project is going to be
made into a documentary by a European TV network and aired just before the November midterm
elections.
Role of participants: Seminar members will take turns hosting the seminar in their homes. A host will
research a topic, lead a discussion, and cook one dish typical of Appalachia for us all to taste. We may
take a field trip in the spring to forage for Appalachian greens (sometimes known as weeds).
Resources: Hillbilly Elegy: A memoir, by J.D. Vance.
Victuals: An Appalachian journey, with recipes, by Ronni Lundy.
Appalachian Home Cooking: History, culture, & recipes, by Mark F. Sohn.
More Than Moonshine: Appalachian recipes and recollections, by Sidney Saylor Farr.
Fannie Flagg's Original Whistlestop Café Cookbook, by Fannie Flagg.
Other information can be researched in local libraries and online.
About the Moderators: Katy van Geel and Nina Scott have co-moderated two 5CLIR food seminars in
the past: "1000 Things to Eat Before You Die" and "Going with the Grain." In addition, Nina has
moderated two other food seminars and taught food-and-culture courses at Amherst College, and written
many culinary articles for the Daily Hampshire Gazette.
Maximum number of participants: 8
Auditors accepted: no
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Language and Evolution
Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to explore how our understanding of language influences, and
is influenced by, recent developments in studies of human evolution, anthropology and prehistory.
Course #
Format:

19SLE
Seminar

Moderator:

Kathy Campbell

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting February 28

Location:

UMass University Without Walls, Hadley

Description: We will consider several ways in which the topics of language and evolution intersect,
starting with the co-evolution of the human genome, anatomy and consciousness with the emergence of
language. Thinking in this area has been revolutionized in the last 10-15 years, with the date for the
likely emergence of language being pushed back several hundred thousand years. The general principles
of historical and comparative linguistics, describing the evolution of languages, were developed in the
19th century, but this too remains an active area of research, influenced (for example) by new
discoveries about the prehistoric migration of peoples. Finally, is something like a "universal grammar"
required to explain how virtually all humans are able to acquire language, or are the principles that guide
biological and other evolutionary processes sufficient?
Role of participants: Each participant will research a topic from a list provided by the moderator, or a
relevant topic of their own choosing, and make a presentation to the other seminar participants.
Resources: TBA
About the Moderators: Kathy has been a member of LIR for 6 years and has moderated two previous
seminars. In her twenties she considered becoming a professional linguist, but thought better of it.
Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2
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Writing to Remember (Red)
Autobiographical writing
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to share your life experiences with fellow participants and, at
the same time, record them for yourself and your family.
Course #
Format:

19SWR
Seminar

Moderator:
Co-moderator:

Ellen Peck
Catharine Porter

Date and Time:

Thursday morning, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting February 28

Location:

Grace Episcopal Church, Amherst

Description: Long one of the most popular 5CLIR seminars (previously called "Autobiographical
Writing"), Writing to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each
other a little better.
Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their children
and grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and all are
welcome. The group offers the writer feedback and, if desired, will offer suggestions for revisions and/or
possible additions as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to write; it aims, rather, to
stimulate and encourage you to continue writing your own story. Your writing can center on the events
of family life, career experiences, or anything else you would like to tell about yourself.
Role of participants: Each participant has the opportunity to read aloud two pieces of original writing
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via email), allowing more
time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help make this a
rewarding experience for everyone.
Resources: n/a
About the Moderators: Ellen has been an English professor at Mount Holyoke College, but instead of
doing academic analyses of others' writing, she much prefers writing about her own family and personal
experience. She has moderated other 5CLIR seminars as well. Catharine is a retired UMass faculty
member from the Department of Consumer Studies, and Ombudsperson. Ellen and Catharine have comoderated this seminar previously.
Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: no
Enrollment is limited to only ONE Writing to Remember seminar per semester.
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WINTER PROGRAMS

Winter programs are open to all LIR members. Please register by December 14th.
Register online at www.5clir.org/programs, or by mailing the form and your check to the office.

A VISIT TO THE POLISH CENTER Limited to the first 10 members who register.
The Polish Center of Discovery and Learning, a place to discover and learn new things about Poland and
its people, was officially established at Elms College in February 1999. It is a living monument
that celebrates the many contributions, both past and present, made to the economy, arts, and sciences
of our nation by Polish people and their descendants. The mission of the Center is to preserve objects
representative of the material culture of the Polish people in America and to provide guidance and
support materials to schools and other institutions wishing to introduce Polish topics to their students.
Don't miss the chance to see twenty creches from Poland on display during the holiday season, along
with other examples of Polish folk art, costumes, and artifacts that exhibit the rich heritage of Polish
peoples.
Those who sign up will be provided with a map to the Polish Center and the Munich House restaurant.
Date: Friday, December 28 (snow date Saturday, December 29)
Time: 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
(or, a block and a half from the center)
Place: The Polish Center, Chicopee
Cost: $10 (lunch is not included)
Lunch (optional): Meet at Noon at the Munich House Restaurant, 13 Center St, Chicopee
Please indicate if you wish to have lunch, so we can reserve a table.
Contact person: Honore David, (413)538-4972, honores@comcast.com

ANNUAL MEMORIAL PROGRAM No registration is necessary.
Join your fellow LIR members in remembering those whom we have lost during the past year. We
appreciate the many talents of these folks who have helped make our organization so interesting and
informative. Refreshments will be served.
Date: Thursday, January 3 (snow date Friday, January 4)
Time: 10:00 AM - Noon
Place: Amherst College Alumnae House
Contact person: Gordon Wyse (413)549-5406, gwyse@bio.umass.edu

TOUR OF THE CALVIN COOLIDGE PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND
MUSEUM
The Coolidge Presidential Library and Museum at Forbes Library collects, preserves and makes
available research materials which document the public and private life of Calvin Coolidge (1872 –
1939). Manuscripts, artifacts and exhibits cover his political career from Northampton to Boston to the
White House and his post presidential years as a Northampton resident. The collection also includes
materials related to Grace Goodhue Coolidge (1879 - 1957) and sons John and Calvin Jr.
Date: Tuesday, January 8 (snow date Thursday, January 10)
Time: 10:00 AM- 11:30 AM
Place: Forbes Library, 2nd floor, West Street, Northampton
Cost: Suggested donation of $5.00 per person
Contact person: Karen Tatro, ((413)584-7746, pinkertontatro@yahoo.com
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TOUR OF THE BENESKI MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
The Beneski Museum of Natural History at Amherst College is one of New England's largest natural
history museums with three floors of exhibits and more than 1,700 specimens on display. These
include fossils from fish to dinosaurs, rocks and minerals from around the world, and meteorites from
beyond. The museum houses an extraordinary collection of dinosaur footprints, mainly from the
surrounding Connecticut River Valley, with exhibits that show the local ecology and landscape at the
time dinosaurs walked the earth.
Date: Tuesday, January 15 (snow date Thursday, January 17)
Time: 10:30 a.m. - approximately 12:15 p.m.
Place: Amherst College
Cost: Free
Contact person: Karen Tatro (413) 584-7746, pinkertontatro@yahoo.com

TOUR OF THE GAZETTE NEWSPAPERS

Limited to the first 20 members who register.
Last year we had two excellent and informative tours of the Gazette and some of you wanted to join us,
but were unable to do so. Once again this tour of the Gazette is your chance to see the creation of a
newspaper from the raw ideas of the reporters to the final printed copy. The tour will start with a short
history of the Gazette, followed by a walk through the plant, usually stopping to chat with some staff
along the way. We will end up back at the conference room for any a questions and/or comments.
Date: Tuesday, January 22 (snow date Thursday, January 23)
Time: 10:30 a.m. - approximately 11:30 a.m.
Place: Gazette office and production facility, 115 Conz Street, Northampton
Cost: Free
Contact person: Robert Barker (413) 268-9209 or preferably rwbarker@att.net
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS
To participate in a Special Program, contact the Facilitator. No registration form is needed. For
questions regarding accessibility, parking, guest attendance, etc., contact the program Facilitator.
All events and locations noted may be subject to change.
Ilene Rosenfeld, Special Programs Chair (ilenerosenfeld@yahoo.com)

BOOK INTEREST GROUP
Facilitator: Naomi Yanis
Day and Time: Monthly on varying Fridays, Sept – May
(not conflicting with Opera Prep), 2:00-4:00 PM
Locations: Members’ Homes
Contact: Naomi at naomi1937@comcast.net, 413-586-3399
This group meets once each month from September through May, from 2:00-4:00 PM, on various Friday
afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep. Responsibility for leading the discussion of each book is
rotated among the membership of the book group. The choices for the year are made early in the
summer, so some of the reading may be done when more time for reading might be available.

ENCORE PRESENTATIONS & FRIDAY LECTURES
Facilitators: Nancy Mihevc and Glenn Swanson
Day and Time: Selected Fridays 10:00 AM to 12 Noon
Location: Applewood in Amherst
Contact: Nancy at mihevcn@comcast.net, 413-313-2024
Enjoy our Friday programs reprising some outstanding, seminar presentations that moderators believe
would be of general interest. Occasionally we host outside speakers who discuss topics of interest to our
membership. Information about upcoming dates and programs is listed in the monthly 5CLIR
REPORTER and on the 5CLIR website. Applewood residents are welcome to attend.

FRENCH CONVERSATION
Facilitator: Judith Pool
Day and Time: Fridays in 2018-2019, 1:30-3:30 PM (year round, unless otherwise noted)
Location: Judith’s home in Northampton
Contact: Judith at jpool41@msn.com, 413-586-2190
This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French. No beginners, please.
Contact Judith to register your interest in this program.

OPERA PREP
Facilitator: Peg Bedell
Day and Time: Fridays 2:00-3:00 PM, preceding Sat. operas
Location: The Inn at Easthampton Lathrop, Garden Room
Contact: Peg at peggotty25@gmail.com, 413-203-5562
A series of HD video productions by the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the Hadley Cinemark Theater
on Saturday afternoons. Peg Bedell offers an introduction to each opera and the featured performers the
Friday before the opera showing. 2018-2019 Opera Prep sessions are scheduled for: Dec. 14, Jan. 11,
Feb. 1, Mar. 1, Mar. 29, and May 10. See the monthly 5CLIR REPORTER for details.
Lathrop residents are welcome to attend.
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THEATER INTEREST GROUP
Facilitator: Kay Klausewitz
Dates and Times: As arranged for each performance
Locations: Various theaters, most around a one-hour drive
Contact: Kay Klausewitz at kayklausewitz@gmail.com, 781-248-5446
The Theater Interest Group enjoys attending professional-quality live theater plays and musicals at the
many active theaters outside our usual familiar communities, yet most still within an hour’s drive.
Matinees are preferred and transportation will be arranged. Sometimes the performance will include
talks/tours related to the show and/or the theater. Most times there are restaurants near the theater to
enjoy lunch before the show on a “pay your own” basis. Group discounts make the shows more
affordable. Physical needs will be considered (such as hearing assistance, wheelchair ramps). Guests
outside of 5CLIR may come with you. Possible venues are Springfield, Lenox, Stockbridge, Adams,
Pittsfield, Greenfield, and Worcester, MA, and Hartford and East Haddam, CT. For details see the
monthly 5CLIR REPORTER.

VIEWPOINTS
Facilitator: Hy Edelstein
Day and Time: 1st Thurs. of each month, year round, 12:30-2:00 PM
Location: Highland Valley Elder Services Conference Room, Florence
Contact: Hy at hedelste@crocker.com, 413-584-3060
This is an open, informal, spontaneous discussion group, a fresh departure from the formal presentations
and discussions in our seminars. However, it does adhere to our peer-learning mission. While
preparation is not required, at each session several topics proposed by participants are discussed – topics
which may be drawn from a whole spectrum of events and trends in society/culture, concerns over
developments in public/private life, issues in the humanities/technologies. Discussions over such
matters, drawing on the spontaneity, spirit, thoughtfulness, and good humor of its seasoned participants,
are indeed enriching learning experiences. For more information, contact Hy Edelstein.
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