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About Us: Five College Learning in Retirement
History
The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty-five years ago at the New School for Social
Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs, such
organizations are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established of the many
LLIs around the country and one of the more autonomous.
Founded in 1988-1989, Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of
Western Massachusetts. It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst.
Who are Our Members?
Our members are a diverse group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields of
interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share the
knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced.
The Programs
Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars and workshops are offered. These classes are
coordinated by members and are different every session. In addition, a small set of short seminars are
offered during the summer. Peer-led seminars and workshops are the core activities of Five College
Learning in Retirement and are designed to engage the active learner.
In addition to the seminars/workshops, we offer a set of special programs and a series of presentations
called Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum open to the
public to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts.
Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our summer,
winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities and interests with
other members.
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Membership in Five College Learning in Retirement
Our annual membership year runs from July 1st through June 30th.
One may join at any time during the year. Membership fees are not pro-rated.
TO JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Online: You may register and pay online (with Paypal) at www.5CLIR.org/membership
By Mail: Download & print the membership form at www.5CLIR.org/forms and send to
5CLIR Office, 18 Henshaw Ave., C2, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
•
•
•

Full membership.
Half-year membership, an option for new members only.
Associate Membership for former Full Members who wish to participate in Winter/Summer and
Special Programs, but not in seminars/ workshops.

Cost Type

Benefits

$250 Full Year Member

All programs and privileges

$125 Half Year New Member

Either fall or spring term seminars; all other
programs and privileges

$125 Associate Former Member

No seminars or voting rights; all other programs
and privileges

THE ASSISSTANCE FUND
The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to everyone.
It is funded by generous donations from fellow members.
For further information, please contact the office at (413)-585-3756.
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A Note from the Curriculum Committee
To Current and Prospective Members of Five College Learning in Retirement:
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this catalog
of summer programs and seminars for the Fall 2019 term. Committee members and seminar moderators
have worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we believe reflects our
members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that you find among these offerings
seminars and workshops that excite and challenge both heart and mind.
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and require the active
participation of all enrolled members. As described in this catalog, each seminar participant (with the
exception of those registered with Auditor status) will make a presentation or lead a discussion and take
an active part in the other seminar discussions. In workshops, participants engage in active learning,
typically through hands-on activities that may be paired with presentations.
Moderators and participants are urged to consult the handbooks for moderators and participants that can
be found under “Resources/5CLIR Documents” on the 5CLIR website.
Nearly all seminar rooms have good audio-visual equipment. However, if needed, 5CLIR
has audio/visual equipment that members may reserve to use for their seminar presentations.
Any expenses involving texts, DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic supplies are the responsibility
of the participants. In addition, participants may be asked to contribute up to
$5.00 each for copying costs incurred by the moderator(s).
LIR members may sign up for up to six seminars/workshops. As some seminars can be oversubscribed
and result in a wait list, it is a good idea to list on your registration sheet more courses than the total
number you wish to take.
The Committee thanks the members who have volunteered to moderate the seminars/workshops to be
offered in the summer and fall. Without their creativity and dedication, we would not have the high
quality choices that you find in these pages.
Members of the Curriculum Committee 2018-2019
Jim Harvey, co-chair
Betsy Siersma, co-chair

Term Ends
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2020

Helene Lambert
Miriam Moss
Ellen Peck
Laura Price
Pam Daniels
Kip Fonsh
Katy van Geel
Tyll van Geel
Francie (Borden) Taylor
Kendra Dahlquist
Chris Hurn
Dean Poli

June 30, 2019
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2019
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
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Please Read: Registration, Schedules, Attendance
REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS
 Registration for Fall 2019 courses opens on Monday, May 6, following the Preview on Sunday,
May 5.
 Registrations can only be made online at www.5clir.org, or by mail.
 Additional information about the registration process can be found at www.5clir.org/programs

REGISTRATION FORM
 Fill in the form completely.
Incomplete forms may cause processing delay, and may not be included in the lottery.
 Include course number (found in the index and on each seminar page) and seminar title for each
choice.
 Enter up to 6 choices, in order of preference.
 Enter the TOTAL NUMBER of seminars YOU WISH TO ENROLL IN in the box provided.
If this box is blank, you will be assigned ONE seminar.
 If you wish to co-enroll with another member, you may only register for ONE seminar together.
That seminar must be the FIRST CHOICE of both members, and BOTH members must submit
registrations by the lottery deadline.

ENROLLMENT
 All registrations received at the office by Wednesday, May 22 will be included
in the first round of spring class assignments.
 Oversubscribed seminars will be filled by random lottery of all registrations.
 Those not assigned to seminars/workshops by lottery will be added to wait lists.
 Registration notifications will be sent on or about June 10.
 Registrations received after the lottery will be added as space is available in requested
seminars/workshops, or added to wait lists.
 Wait listed individuals will be notified when space becomes available for them.

Before Registering, Please Note:
If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar, or more than two overall,
please talk to your moderator(s) to see whether that would be acceptable.
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CHANGES AND CANCELLATIONS
 Changes to seminar location and schedule are made by the office.
 In the event of low enrollment, a seminar may be cancelled.
ABSENCE
 Members who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the moderator
may be dropped from the seminar.
WITHDRAWALS
 Withdrawal notification must be made to both the moderator and the office. Withdrawals should
be made as soon as possible, so the space can be made available to another member, and so the
moderator can plan accordingly.
SEMINAR SCHEDULES
 Most seminars run for 10 weeks. Some run for fewer weeks, and start later.
 Please check the listing for schedule details and dates that the class will not meet.
 Seminars are usually two hours long, and are scheduled Monday through Wednesday mornings
and afternoons, and Thursday mornings. Check seminar listings for exact times.
SEMINAR LOCATIONS
 Seminars are held in a variety of locations in the Pioneer Valley, at retirement communities,
college campuses, and community venues. All are handicapped accessible.
 Accessible parking is available at all locations, unless otherwise noted.
 Check seminar/workshop listings for location information.
PARTICIPANT RESPONSIBILITIES
 Participants should become familiar with their role and responsibilities.
 The handbook can be found on the website at: www.5clir.org/resources/documents
AUDITOR PARTICIPATION
 Auditors do not make presentations, but may have reading or other requirements.
 Please check with the moderator for specific requirements for their seminar.
SEMINAR EXPENSES
 Participants may be asked to contribute up to $5.00 to cover the cost of copies.
 Books and other required supplies are purchased by the participants.
5CLIR OMBUDSMAN
 Should a difficulty or situation arise in a seminar that cannot be resolved, the 5CLIR
Ombudsman may be contacted for assistance.
 Contact: Anne Lombard at aslombard@comcast.net or at 413-586-7509.
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Seminar Registration Instructions
COMPLETING YOUR FORM
• Please fill in the seminar registration form completely.
• Incomplete forms delay processing, and may not be included in the lottery.
TOTAL NUMBER OF SEMINARS REQUESTED
• Please fill in the box for the total number of seminars you wish to take.
• If the total number is not entered, you will be registered for ONE seminar.
LIST YOUR CHOICES IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE
• Class assignments are made in sequential order, and one class per time and day.
TO ENROLL IN A SEMINAR WITH ANOTHER MEMBER
• Two members may request co-enrollment in ONE seminar.
• Each individual must submit a registration form, the seminar must be listed as the first choice for
each, and each must request co-registration.
• Moderators may not co-register.
WRITING TO REMEMBER SEMINARS
• You may request more than one Writing to Remember seminar, but you will be enrolled in one.
REGISTRATION AS AUDITOR
• Auditor status is only open to full members of 5CLIR who have participated in seminars for four
or more years and who wish to take seminars, but are unable to fulfill research and presentation
requirements, are able to register as an auditor.
• Auditors may have reading or other assignments
• Registrations made as an auditor are NOT included in the lottery, and are added to seminars
following regular enrollment, with the permission of moderators, as indicated on the course
description page

Membership dues must be current prior to the start of programs and seminars for which you register.
Additional information about registration can be found at www.5clir.org/programs.
Registration forms can be found at: www.5clir.org/resources/forms.
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Schedule of 2019 Fall Seminars
PAGE

COURSE#

SEMINAR TITLE

MODERATOR(S)

LOCATION

MONDAY MORNING
11
12*
13

19FBA Basic Drawing
Fay
19FGS Gender and Sexuality
Borson, Strickland
* rescheduled to Wednesday afternoons, 1:30-3:30
19FNW New Architectural Categories
Honan

Applewood in Amherst
Amherst College
Loomis, South Hadley

MONDAY AFTERNOON
14
15
16
17

19FIS
19FME
19FNP
19FWB

Istanbul: The Storied City
Mexico, Past and Present
Negotiating Peace After WW I
Writing to Remember (Blue)

Johnson, Wofford
Harvey
Russell
Lewin, Jolly

Lathrop Easthampton
Wesley U.M. Church, Hadley
Smith College
Lilly Library, Florence

TUESDAY MORNING
18
19
20*
21

19FCA The Changing American Electorate Mihevc
19FHA History of American Capitalism
Ambs, Campbell
19FSM Smart Choices
van Geel
* scheduled for Wednesday mornings, 9:30-11:30
19FTE Toxic Exposures Affecting Children Davis

Smith College
UMass Transit
5C Credit Union, Hadley
Applewood in Amherst

TUESDAY AFTERNOON
22
23
24

19FBH
19FOC
19FPO

The Bible as Historical Literature Goldman
Origins of the U.S. Constitution
Fisher
Poetry Out Loud
Denig, Barker

UMass University w/o Walls
Smith College
Rockridge, Northampton

WEDNESDAY MORNING
25
26
27

19FBB Basketball and American Society
19FBJ
Biographies of Jazz Greats
19FWA What do Gardens Mean?

Fonsh, Stonberg
Novik, Cohen
Kosmer, Siersma

Rockridge, Northampton
Smith College
UMass University w/o Walls

Matland
Cohen
Taylor

Smith College
Loomis, South Hadley
Rockridge, Northampton

Rosenthal, Armstrong
Jay, Rosen
Peck, Porter

Applewood in Amherst
Smith College
Grace Church, Amherst

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
28
29
30

19FPP
19FSC
19FWP

Power to the People?
Short Classical Works 1900-1950
Writing to Remember (Purple)

THURSDAY MORNING
31
32
33

19FEW The Ends of the World
19FMK Mockingbirds and Cuckoos
19FWR Writing to Remember (Red)
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2019 Fall Seminars

Basic Drawing
Course #
Format:

19FBA
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Madeleine Fay

Date and Time:

Monday, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, Craft Room

Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: No
Purpose: Participants will learn the basics of observing and drawing, beginning with simple forms and
moving to basic still lifes.
Description: This workshop is a repeat of a popular LIR studio workshop offered in previous years. It is
a relaxing forum for people who desire to draw but have never really attempted to do so because of lack
of time, confidence, or other reasons. Our goal is to draw what we see in front of us rather than to draw a
preconceived notion of what the objects are. We will start with simple forms such as spheres, cones, and
rectangular boxes and progress to simple still lifes. Participants need only a pencil, paper, and a true
desire to see.
Participants will bring a pad of paper (inexpensive newsprint pads available at art supply stores), at least
12” x 18”, but ideally 18” x 24”. Also needed is a drawing implement like a soft lead pencil 2B up to
6B, or a charcoal pencil or conte crayon. Erasers will be used sparingly only at the very end of the
drawing.
Role of participants: Participants will draw at each session.
Resources: Optional reading is Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain by Betty Edwards.
About the Moderator: Madeleine Fay has always loved art and has taken many art classes. She shows
her work in various art shows and organizes a community center art group in Vermont. She has
previously moderated this workshop.
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Gender and Sexuality
Course #
Format:

19FGS
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Rachel Borson
Bonnie Strickland

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Location:

Amherst College, Converse Hall, Porter Lounge

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: Are you confused about what LGBTQI really means? This seminar will consider what
constitutes gender and how arrive at our sexuality, sexual orientation, and sexual expression.
Description: Gender is a broad topic, including biological sex; the anatomical, physiological and
genetic characteristics of being male or female. Gender identity refers to the psychological sense of
being male or female. Sexual Orientation refers to an enduring pattern of emotional, romantic and/or
sexual attractions to men, women, or both.
The seminar will begin with the genetics of gender and an overview of estrogen and androgen hormones
present in both men and women. Historical research into gender and sexual orientation will be reviewed,
as will more current analyses including the psychological literature.
We will discuss media and literature treatments of non-typical gender and orientation, the way civil
rights and the law grapple with the rights of those who are not heterosexual, and current concepts of
gender fluidity including transgender issues. New models of sexual orientation including polyamory and
asexuality will also be discussed.
Lastly, we will examine Gay culture, the process of coming out, and what it means to be an ally to those
who are LGBTQI.
Role of participants: Each participant will choose a presentation from a list of topics offered by the comoderators or may propose a topic if it isn’t listed. Following each 30-minute presentation, 25-30
minutes of discussion will be encouraged. Short photocopied readings will be distributed, as well as
suggestions for further reading.
Resources: No required texts for this seminar. A variety of reprints of interest to the entire group shall
be distributed at the first meeting and the co-moderators will assist participants in locating on line
resources as needed.
About the Moderator: Bonnie Strickland is Professor Emerita at UMass is Psychological and Brain
Sciences and has co-moderated several seminars at 5CLIR.
Rachel Borson is a retired physician and professor who is co-moderating for the first time.
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New Architectural Categories

New Building Types Created in Response to Advances in Transportation &
Technological Changes
Course #
Format:

19FNA
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Linda Honan

Date and Time:

Monday, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Loomis Village, South Hadley, Conference Room

Maximum number of participants: 15
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: This seminar studies the creation of new kinds of structure in response to the Industrial
Revolution, transportation development, & technological changes, e.g. railroad stations, department
stores, skyscrapers, cinemas, airports, subways, highway rest stops, motels, gas stations, shopping malls,
and factories.
Description: With the nineteenth century Industrial Revolution, cities and towns changed
fundamentally. Changes in transportation required new kinds of buildings. In the nineteenth century,
railroads crossed the country, and railroad stations were built. Trains took finished products from local
factories to cities, where department stores were created, offering shoppers a range of goods they had
never seen before. Otis’ invention of the safety elevator in Chicago in 1854 led to skyscrapers. Once the
movies were invented in 1897, cinemas were built in every large and middle-sized town. At the start of
the twentieth century, major cities built subways and subway stations. Then came the motor car, and the
need for gas stations. Owning a car meant that people could move to the suburbs, which necessitated
shopping malls. Air travel created a need for airports. The mid twentieth century brought the
Eisenhower Highway System, and cars traveling long distances on highways needed motels and rest
stops with gas stations and fast-food restaurants.
Role of participants: Each participant will give a 30-minute audiovisual presentation, introducing us to
one building or group of buildings, showing pictures of the buildings, and drawing our attention to the
interesting points about the topic. They will then lead a discussion for 15 minutes.
Resources: Publications relating to each topic will be recommended to individual presenters.
About the Moderator: Linda Honan is a historian interested in buildings. She has recently moderated
three seminars. She has degrees from Yale and the National University of Ireland.
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Istanbul: The Storied City

If one has a single glance to give the world, one should gaze on Istanbul.
Course #
Format:

19FIS
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Eleanor Johnson
Joan Wofford

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Lathrop Easthampton, Mt. Tom Room

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: We will explore the multi-dimensional layers of this singular city through the past and the
present, focusing on the cultures and stories of the people who have lived and continue to live, here.
Description: There are few cities with such a rich overlay of civilizations: from Byzantium to
Constantinople to Istanbul; from the Roman Empire to the Ottoman Empire. Sometimes called The New
Rome, the New Jerusalem, Allah’s City, Istanbul rests at the crossing point of West and East. We will
explore the city’s narrative in terms of its history, but also with appreciation for the many interwoven
aspects of culture: religion, literature, architecture, food, arts, and crafts. Who fought the battles and laid
their many sieges to the ancient city? What were the conflicts of faith that played out among the
faithful? Why was the city so sought after by traders and empire-builders? In what ways can we
understand the lived experience of those citizens of The City? And what do we know of Istanbul and its
place in the world today? There are many opportunities for participants to follow their interests in the
exploration of this fabled city.
Role of participants: Participants will make a 25-minute presentation on an area of interest, chosen
from a list provided by the moderators or a topic of their own choice, in consultation with the
moderators. They will be expected to use the internet, and to read a book in common.
Resources: Thomas Madden, Istanbul: City of Majesty at the Crossroads of the World, 2017 Penguin.
Possible book in common: Bettany Hughes, Istanbul: A Tale of Three Cities, 2017, Da Capo Press. An
excellent, detailed resource, for those who wish to delve further. Jason Goodwin (Yesim mystery series)
for a light touch.
About the Moderator: Eleanor Johnson has lived in the Middle East for many years, including four
years (1974-1978) in Istanbul, at Robert College. She has been an LIR member for four years and was
co-moderator of a seminar on Syria and London.
Joan Wofford has traveled in Turkey, has moderated more than 15 LIR seminars, including at least one
on Turkey, and has a continuing interest in the Middle East.
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Mexico, Past and Present
Course #
Format:

19FME
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Jim Harvey

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Wesley United Methodist Church, Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 17
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to gain a better understanding of Mexico and its citizens.
Description: Mexico is much in the news these days as we debate immigration policy at our southern
border – often with more heat than light. This seminar is intended to shed light on the many facets of
Mexican life.
We will explore Mexico’s rich history, including that of the Mayan and Aztec civilizations. In addition,
we will look at various features of present-day Mexico, such as politics, religion, economics, and a
variety of topics concerned with culture and everyday life.
Role of participants: Participants will be asked to read the resource book, research and present a topic
for approximately 30 minutes, lead discussion on their own presentation and join in the discussion of
others’ presentations.
Resources: A Brief History of Mexico, 4th Edition, by Lynn Foster
About the Moderator: Jim has been moderating seminars for sixteen years. He was born in India, lived
in Pakistan, and has a lifelong interest in other countries’ histories and cultures.
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Negotiating Peace After World War I

The Paris Peace Conference (1919) and America’s rejection of the League of Nations (1919-1920)
Course #
Format:

19FNP
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Jay Russell

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Hall Common

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: This seminar will revisit the Paris Peace Conference and the Senate’s rejection of the League
of Nations by examining the people who participated, the issues they addressed, the decisions they
reached, and the short- and long-term consequences of those decisions.
Description: World War I was supposedly “the war to end all wars.” To what extent did the outcomes
of the Paris Peace Conference and the Senate’s rejection of the League of Nations contribute to the
failure to realize that hope?
The Peace Conference was dominated by the victors, the leaders of the Big Four (the United States,
Britain, France, and Italy), who, according to Richard Holbrooke, set out to do nothing else than fix the
world. The Peace Conference produced five treaties (most notably the Treaty of Versailles), drew
national boundaries, awarded German and Ottoman colonies as “mandates” to the victors and imposed
reparations on Germany. The League of Nations “fight” in the Senate pitted President Wilson and
“internationalists” against “isolationists” and “Irreconcilables” in a debate about the conduct and control
of American foreign policy.
This seminar will provide an opportunity to explore the historical figures, issues, decisions, and
consequences on the centennial of these events.
Role of participants: Each seminar member will give a 30-35-minute presentation on a topic within the
scope of the seminar and will have the opportunity to participate in the question and discussion periods
following each presentation.
Resources: For background and presentation topics on the Peace Conference: Paris 1919 (2001) by
Margaret MacMillan, and Versailles 1919: A Centennial Perspective (2019) by Alan Sharp.
For background and presentation topics on the League Fight: Breaking the Heart of the World:
Woodrow Wilson and the Fight for the League of Nations (2001) by John Milton Cooper, Jr.
About the Moderator: Jay Russell, a retired attorney, has been a LIR member since 2013. He has comoderated or moderated several seminars on politics and history.
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Writing to Remember (Blue)
Writing Your Own Story
Course #
Format:

19FWB
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Henia Lewin
Carol Jolly

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Lilly Library, Reading Room, Florence

Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: No
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to write about your life, share your writing with seminar
members, and hear their stories.
Description: Whatever we call the form – autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history –
writing about one’s life is a powerful human need. Many people want to leave behind some record of
their accomplishments, thoughts, and adventures. If it’s a family history, it will have the added value of
telling one’s children and grandchildren about their heritage.
Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One of the
saddest sentences we know is, “I wished I had asked my mother about that.” In this seminar, you’ll
enjoy writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other people’s lives. The atmosphere is
relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help to make this a rewarding experience for the whole
group.
Role of participants: Each participant is expected to write at home about his or her life whether through
anecdotes, letters, conversations, or in full detail. During the semester everyone will be given two
opportunities to present, by reading aloud from his or her prepared texts, and to contribute to the
discussions that follow.
Resources: N/A
About the Moderator: Henia Lewis taught university courses in Hebrew and Yiddish and received a
national Covenant Award as an Outstanding Jewish Educator. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working
on her autobiography.
Carol Jolly has served on LIR committees, Council, and as an officer. After sampling a wide variety of
seminars and moderating a few, she took Writing to Remember, and looks forward to continuing to
work on her life story.
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The Changing American Electorate
Course #
Format:

19FCA
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Nancy Mihevc

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Hall Common

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: 2
Purpose: Many political observers (professionals and amateur political junkies, alike) have been
perplexed by voter behavior since the 2016 election cycle. This seminar will explore how, and why,
the electorate has changed, and what future changes may be likely.
Description: The American electorate has undergone substantial changes in the past 50 years. Truisms
that helped us understand voting behavior and attitudes on issues in the late ‘60s (Unions vote
Democratic, college-educated citizens vote Republicans, etc.) no longer apply. Now, scholars argue that
“tribalism” explains extreme partisanship; that the white working class votes Republican; that attitudes
on immigration, not economics, drive voter choice; that Millennials prefer socialism to capitalism.
Presentation topics for the seminar may include: tracing the political behavior/attitudes of various
demographic or geographic groups over time (e.g. white working class, women); in-depth examination
of a current group (e.g. Millennials/Gen Z, Latinos); exploring how increasing participation by various
groups changes the overall composition of the electorate (African-Americans, young voters, Asians);
and tracing changes in public opinion on a particular issue (e.g. gay rights, gun control/safety).
The moderator will attempt to ensure that discussions are balanced.
Role of participants: Participants will give a 20-25-minute presentation about some aspect of the
American electorate, past or present, and will participate in open discussion during the second half of
each session. These discussions will be based on participant responses to surveys circulated by the
moderator prior to each session.
Resources: Participants will choose among several recommended resources, including A. Abramowitz,
The Great Alignment: Race, Party Transformation, and the Rise of Donald Trump, E. Theiss-Morse,
et.al., Political Behavior of the American Electorate, 14th edition, J. Gest, The New Minority: White
Working Class Politics in an Age of Immigration and Inequality. Additional web-based resources will
also be available.
About the Moderator: Nancy owns a company that conducted political polling at various levels and
has volunteered for campaigns since 1960. Prior to becoming an entrepreneur, she taught
communication studies at UMass including seminars on political communication.
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The History of American Capitalism

Can capitalism continue to coexist with American democracy?
Course #
Format:

19FHA
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Lawrence Ambs
Kathy Campbell

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 24
UMass Transit Facility, Amherst

Location:

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: America has always been associated with capitalism.We will examine the history of capitalism
since the American Revolution, and how it has shaped, and been shaped by, the American democracy.
Description: Capitalism has had both promoters and critics in America. In this seminar we intend to
examine the history of America from the perspective of capitalism and democracy. How is capitalism
represented in the Constitution? How did Hamilton, Jefferson and Jackson influence capitalism in early
America? How was capitalism transformed by the robber barons and the populist movement? By the
New Deal and World War II? How has our democracy been affected by the neo-liberalism and
financialization of recent decades?
American capitalism is not just an economic issue. It has impacted politics, labor unions, finance,
women’s and minority rights, slavery, and the governing institutions of our country. Can America
reinvent capitalism yet again to be compatible with the new political realities of the 21st century?
Role of participants: Each seminar participant will investigate and report on some historical aspect of
Capitalism in America. A list of potential topics will be available at the Spring Preview. The format will
be individual seminar presentations followed by discussion.
Resources: Many library sources are available as well as internet resources. Three specific texts are
1) Capitalism in America; Alan Greenspan and Adrian Wooldridge; 2018
2) American Capitalism – New Histories; Edited by Sven Beckert and Christine Desan; 2018
3) A Short History of American Capitalism; Meyer Weinberg; 2003
About the Moderators: Larry has moderated many seminars on history and science. Kathy has been a
member of LIR for 6 years and has moderated or co-moderated three seminars, including one on
commons and another on Picketty’s work.
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Smart Choices
Aging in place or moving to a retirement community
Course #
Format:

19FSM
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Tyll van Geel
Katy van Geel

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30
8 weeks, starting October 2
Meets on 10/2, 10/16, 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20

Location:

UMass/5C Credit Union, Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 8
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: The purpose of this workshop is to learn a decision-making approach called “Smart Choices”
and to apply it to making difficult decisions.
Description: The workshop begins with an introduction to Smart Choices methodology. Next,
participants will use the Smart Choices methodology to choose between staying in one’s own home or
moving into a retirement community. Finally, we will use Smart Choices to choose among retirement
communities. By the end of the workshop we hope participants will have learned real-decision making
skills that they can use to make other personal decisions in their lives. The goal is to make difficult
decisions with clarity and confidence.
Role of participants: Participants will exchange their thoughts about the choices they face and then
practice using the Smart Choices framework. They may want to visit retirement communities nearby (or
farther afield), and then share their reactions with the rest of the group.
Resources: Required Book: Smart Choices: A Practical Guide to Making Better Decisions, by John S.
Hammond, Ralph Kennedy, and Howard Raiffa.
About the Moderator: Katy and Tyll van Geel are long-time members of 5CLIR who have each
offered multiple seminars and have a personal interest in the choices to be dealt with in the workshop.
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Toxic Exposures Affecting Children

How children come into contact with toxic chemicals and how their health is affected.
Course #
Format:

19FTE
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Elizabeth Davis

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 24

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, Lower Meeting Room

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: This seminar will explore the world of toxic chemicals that touch children’s lives. We will
learn how diffeent chemicals affect children’s minds and bodies, and many ways of preventing such
exposures. We will study existing toxics laws and proposed legislation.
Description: We have become increasingly aware that children are exposed to toxic chemicals. How?
By the presence of flame retardants in their pajamas, for example. These chemicals were put into their
clothing for a good purpose: to prevent children from being burned in a household fire. When testing
revealed that these chemicals were absorbed into children’s bodies, flame retardants were removed from
their clothing.
Some possible topics are: lead as found in peeling paint, water and air pollution; the body burden of
toxic chemicals found in all of us; health of children living near agricultural fields subject to pesticide
spraying; household dust and crawling infants; chemicals in children’s toys, car seats and cribs; effects
of living close to freeways or coal power plants; results of laboratory tests on chemicals found in
children’s bodies; water issues in Flint, Michigan; state and local actions to reduce toxic exposures;
Toxic substances Control Act of 1975 and 2016.
Role of participants: Participants will select a topic from a list provided by the moderator, prepare a
20-30-minute presentation on that topic and lead the discussion. The moderator will assist as needed
with finding information. Participants are expected to participate in discussions and to follow current
events related to toxics issues.
Resources: Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson, will be discussed at the first meeting. Please read it ahead
of time. It is short and available online. Two very useful resources for presentations are: Toxic-Free
Future (toxicfreefuture.org) and Toxic Action Center (toxicsaction.org). Newspapers, magazines, and
on-line materials are excellent resources for following current events relating to toxic chemicals.
About the Moderator: The moderator worked on toxics issues with the Washington Toxics Coalition,
in Olympia, Washington, for many years. She has been a member of LIR for five years; this is her first
time moderating.
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The Bible as Historical Literature

Reading Judges, Ezra, Nehemiah and Daniel
Course #
Format:

19FBH
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Gerald Goldman

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
8 weeks, starting September 24

Location:

UMass University without Walls, Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 15
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: Participants will experience a thousand years of Jewish history from the origins of the nation
in Judges, to their return from exile in Ezra and Nehemiah, to a profound longing in Daniel for the End
of Days, a century before the dawn of Christianity.
Description: There are four books in the Hebrew Bible which are rarely read yet filled with dreams,
intrigue and surprises. Judges tells the story of the earliest settlement of the Hebrews in Canaan, an
amalgam of tribes led by warlords. Ezra and Nehemiah tell of a period seven hundred years later, when
the Persian king sends an emissary to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple and capitol. His colleague reads
to the people from a Torah scroll they appear not to have seen before, translates it into Aramaic from the
Hebrew they no longer speak, and expounds on its teachings, marking the beginning of a People of the
Book led by neither prophets or kings but by rabbis. And still another three hundred years later, in the
book of Daniel, a visionary reveals encoded dreams of the approaching End of Time.
Role of participants: Each participant will choose several chapters from one of the four books and lead
a discussion on those chapters.
Resources: Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures – The New JPS Translation According to the Traditional
Hebrew Text. (Inexpensive used hardcover copies are available.)
About the Moderator: I am a retired rabbi who has taught this material for many years.
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Origins of the U.S. Constitution
Was it Ideals or Interests?
Course #
Format:

19FOC
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Gene Fisher

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 24

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, Room 102

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: Through a study of its origins, we ask whether the U.S. Constitution was shaped too much by
economic interests rather than by the ideals of liberty, justice, and equality.
Description: At every session, members will present and lead a discussion on their chosen topic.
Among these topics are economic interests, the impact of slavery, government in the colonies, and the
English government as a model or a foil.
Role of participants: Participants will research their chosen topic, drawing on the publications listed
below. All members will read material related to the topic of the day to prepare for the discussion that
follows the presentation.
Resources: Two books are required: Woody Houton, Unruly Americans; and Robert Dahl, How
Democratic is the American Constitution? Recommended books are: Charles Beard, An Economic
Interpretation of the Constitution; and Larry Sabato, A More Perfect Constitution.
About the Moderator: Gene Fisher is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at the University of
Massachusetts. He has moderated three seminars, the latest on the Imperial Presidency.
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Poetry Out Loud

20th Century British Masters
Course #
Format:

19FPO
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Nancy Denig
Bob Barker

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 24

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community, Library, Northampton

Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: No
Purpose: This seminar will provide a time and place for reading and savoring the sounds of some great
poetry.
Description: This seminar will focus on reading the works of notable 20th century British – English,
Irish, Welsh poets: W.H. Auden, T.S. Eliot, Seamus Heaney, Dylan Thomas, and William Butler Yeats.
Each poet has a substantial body of work, so that participants choosing the same poet, will need to
collaborate to ensure complementary, non-repetitive presentations.
Role of participants: Participants shall select up to 15 poems and photocopy a set for distribution.
Everyone will participate in reading the poems out loud three times, allowing some time for comments
before the final reading.
Resources: Participants will use libraries, internet, or book loans. Book purchases are optional.
About the Moderator: Bob Barker is a geologist by training, and Nancy Denig a retired landscape
architect. Both have written and published poetry for a number of years.
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Basketball and American Society
From Naismith to the WNBA
Course #
Format:

19FBB
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Kip Fonsh
Richard Stonberg

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 25

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community, Lower Room, Northampton

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: The seminar will examine the growth of basketball from its birth to becoming an international
business.
Description: Participants will select a topic from a list including: basketball bios; early leagues;
women’s basketball; black barnstormers; racism and integration; the NBA; ABA; WNBA; NBA Players
Association; college basketball, including women’s basketball; basketball finances; the role of TV;
international basketball; the Olympics; sneakers; basketball and music; basketball and fashion.
Role of participants: Participants will make a 30-minute presentation on a topic from the list or one of
their own choosing describing the topic’s influence on basketball and American society, and then lead a
30-minute group discussion.
Resources: The internet is an excellent starting point for most of the topics, A longer more detailed list
of resources will be made available at the Preview.
About the Moderator: Kip is a retired high school social studies teacher now in his third year of
5CLIR. He worked as a Director of Education and Assistant to the Curator at the Naismith Basketball
Hall of Fame. He was Director of Education at the Hampshire County Jail.
Richard Stonberg had the good fortune of being in Boston during the two Celtic dynasties. He
previously co-moderated a seminar on income inequality.
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Biographies of Jazz Greats
The Golden Era, 1920-1960
Course #
Format:

19FBJ
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Neil Novik
Robert Cohen

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to learn about the history and significance of the Golden Age of
jazz through the exploration of the lives and music of a select number of musicians.
Description: The story of jazz, arguably the only pure American art form, is highlighted by individuals
whose extraordinary lives and talents intersected with critical moments of American cultural, economic,
and racial history. This seminar will focus on artists who made their mark during what is often called the
“Golden Era” of Jazz, from 1920-1960, or from the start of recorded jazz through the bebop era.
Participants in this seminar will explore and discuss the lives and music of a select number of artists of
that era. In each session, we will learn about the artist’s life, as well as the societal and historical
influences contributing to his or her achievements. In addition, we will listen to a sample of the artist’s
music and discuss the music’s place in the history and development of the genre.
The list of artists to consider includes Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Billie Holiday, Charlie Parker,
and many others. A complete roster will be available at Preview.
Role of participants: Each participant will select one musician from the moderators’ list. He or she
will give a brief presentation on the artists’ life, play one or more recordings, and lead a discussion on
not only the artists and the music, but also the historical contexts and influences on the genre.
Resources: Jazz: The Golden Era, by Richard Havers and Richard Evans, Chartwell Books, 2009
Jazz: A History of America’s Music, by Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns, Knopf, 2000
These are large format books, available as used books and through interlibrary loan (Neither is
required). There are also many biographies and websites on individual artists, including
www.jazzbiographics.com (useful for short bios).
About the Moderator: Neil Novik has moderated several seminars, including those on the 1930’s, oldtime radio, and the history of comedy. He has been listening to jazz, mostly from the bebop era, since he
was a boy.
Robert Cohen grew up in Westfield, attended Cornell and Boston University and has a BA in
psychology. His passions are music, theatre, art, film and reading. He still hopes to write the Great
American couplet.
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What Do Gardens Mean?
Gardens in culture and society, an examination of their essential role in human history
Course #
Format:

19FWA
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Ellen Kosmer
Betsy Siersma

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Location:

UMass University without Walls, Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: From the Garden of Eden to our own backyard garden, this seminar will explore the way
gardens express the needs and interests of the societies that create them.
Description: Though many gardens are functional in purpose – to grow food – throughout the ages
people have created gardens with much effort and expense that have no practical function but clearly
have purposes that satisfy a variety of cultural, social, political and esthetic needs and desires. The
seminar is organized thematically not historically, so although we will look at a variety of gardens from
the past as well as the present, they will be in the context of a particular type of garden. We will
consider, for example, imaginary gardens in art and literature, Japanese gardens, gardens as political
statements such as the Boboli gardens in Florence, gardens created by artists including Frida Kahlo’s,
the garden as retreat, the Persian garden, and idiosyncratic gardens such as Mary Mattingly’s garden on
a barge in NY.
Role of participants: Each participant will make an approximately 30-minute visual presentation and
lead the discussion that follows. There will be a project at the end of the seminar and a garden visit.
Resources: The Meaning of Gardens: Idea, Place, and Action, ed. Mark Francis and Randolph T.
Hester, Jr. Recommended, not required. Used copies are available from online sources.
About the Moderator: Ellen Kosmer is an art historian and a gardener. Betsy Siersma is a curator of
modern and contemporary art.
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Power to the People?

Athenian and US Federalist Democracies Compared
Course #
Format:

19FPP
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Kim Matland

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, Room 204

Maximum number of participants: 17
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: The seminar will look at the Athenian vision of participatory democracy as expressed through
the reforms of Cleisthenes and Ephialtes and compare with the Federalist vision of representative
democracy as expressed in the original US Constitution.
Description: Athenian democracy had most of its citizens voting on each proposed law, by majority
vote, with no potential checking veto from an aristocratic body or governor. We will learn how Athenian
citizens were deeply involved in all political and judicial decisions, including subjecting their officials to
audit and impeachment.
In contrast, we’ll look at how American democracy evolved, drawing on the differing approaches of the
colonial states (e.g., Puritan Massachusetts and Quaker Pennsylvania) and their first attempt at
federation (the Articles of Confederation). The end result was the US Constitution, under which federal
laws are made, not by referendum, but by representatives, generally subject only to audit and
accountability at the ballot box. Topics to be covered include the Athenian law-making process, the
Athenian court system and proposals to increase citizens’ participation in current US law-making.
Role of participants: The moderator will provide a list of suggested topics, from which each
participant will choose one on which to make 30-minute presentation and then lead a discussion.
Resources: Required reading: Democracy: A Life, Paul Cartledge, Oxford U Press, 2018 paperback. The
moderator will also provide participants with a bibliography suggesting one or more starting resources
for each suggested presentation topic.
About the Moderator: Kim has been involved in federal, city, and town politics (e.g., aide to Rep. and
Mayor Ed Koch) and has practiced law, as well as being a life-long student of history, ancient and
modern.
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Short Classical Works 1900 to 1950

Your chance to explore classical music you may not have encountered before
Course #
Format:

19FSC
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Robert Cohen

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 2:15-4:00
10 weeks, starting September 25

Location:

Loomis Village, Conference Room, South Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: This seminar will explore some less well-known short classical works by prominent or less
well-known composers from the first half of the 20th century. All classical music except Serialism, or
atonal music, is acceptable.
Description: We will explore the short classical works from 1900 to 1950, using pieces selected by the
participants. The pieces must be under one-half hour in length to allow for two presentations plus
discussion in each session. If the pieces are short enough, feel free to choose two from the same
composer. Less well-known pieces are preferred, since the seminar is focusing on this area of interest.
For example, Samuel Barber Knoxville’s Summer of 1915 is preferred to his Adagio for Strings.
Gershwin’s Cuban Overture is preferred to his Rhapsody in Blue. Sibelius’ Karelia Suite is preferred to
his Finlandia. If the participant is unsure what to choose, I will be glad to help. I am by no means
excluding composers such as John Cage or Edgard Varese or other outliers. There are thousands of
works that qualify and would be edifying and exciting for class participants.
Role of participants: Participants should select less well-known short pieces from 1900 to 1950 (again,
excluding Serialism), using CD’s or YouTube. Play and explain the piece, why you picked it, and give a
brief presentation on the composer in the context of his time.
Resources: There are many lists on the internet of the greatest composers of the 20th century. This is a
good place to start your search. Also, Wikipedia has an article called “List of 20th-Century Classical
Composers,” which is a comprehensive list of every 20th Century composer.
About the Moderator: Robert A. Cohen has a passion for nearly all kinds of music, particularly
Broadway, Classical, and Jazz, with knowledge gained over many years of collected records and CD’s.
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Writing to Remember (Purple)

Finding and using our voices in personal writing
Course #
Format:

19FWP
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Francie Borden

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 25

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community, Library, Northampton

Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: No
Purpose: This seminar provides motivation and support for personal writing, whether for preserving
personal and family legacies, exploring one’s memories, or searching for new connections.
Description: The purple writing seminar is designed to meet and support the needs and wishes of its
participants from acoustics to comfort. The system of emailing our writing prior to reading it assures
that those who are hard of hearing or have other issues have an opportunity to get and give the most
from the shared experience. Participants choose the content, style, format, and genre of their writing and
direct the specific kind of feedback they desire. Special needs will be accommodated to the extent of our
resources.
Role of participants: Members will prepare and read two or three pieces of original writing related to
sharing some part of their life journey. The work is emailed to participants prior to its reading.
Resources: There are no required readings, but innumerable articles and books about personal writing
abound. Seminar members are encouraged to share their favorites with each other.
About the Moderator: Francie has participated in Writing to Remember seminars since joining 5CLIR
and has found each one to be unique, fun, and rewarding. She has participated as both leader and student
in writing workshops throughout her teaching career.
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The Ends of the World

Mass extinctions in the history of life
Course #
Format:

19FEW
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Dorothy Rosenthal
John Armstrong

Date and Time:

Thursday, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 26

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, Lower Meeting Room

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: To learn about the mass extinctions that have taken place in the history of life on Earth during
which more than half of all forms of life became extinct, and how those extinctions affected the
evolution of life.
Description: Scientists use the term “mass extinction” for a rapid decrease in the biodiversity of life on
Earth. Since complex life first evolved on Earth about a half billion years ago, scientists have identified
eight extinctions that resulted in the loss of more than half of the species at that time. The best known of
the mass extinctions is the one 66 million years ago that wiped out the dinosaurs, as well as many other
forms of life on land and sea. At the same time, the event provided opportunities for other groups to
emerge, including new species of fish, lizards, birds, mammals, and humans. In this seminar, we will
examine these mass extinctions, what they tell us about the evolution of life, and what the future may
hold for life on Earth.
Role of participants: Participants will select a topic from a list provided by the moderators and make a
presentation on that topic to the members of the seminar. No special scientific background is required to
participate in this seminar.
Resources: Participants will be asked to read The Ends of the World: Volcanic Apocalypses, Lethal
Oceans, and Our Quest to Understand Earth’s Past Extinctions by Peter Brannen, published in 2007
and available in paperback. It is also available through the public library system.
About the Moderator: Dorothy Rosenthal has a background in biology and has moderated or comoderated over two dozen seminars for 5CLIR. John Armstrong is a physicist who has moderated many
5CLIR seminars in science and technology.
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Mockingbirds and Cuckoos

Three novels and a Nobel Laureate’s song lyrics of the 1960s
Course #
Format:

19FMK
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Jonathan Jay
Anne Rosen

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30-11:30
9 weeks, starting September 26

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Hall Common

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2; need to do the required reading

Purpose: We will read and discuss three iconic American novels of the early 1960s and the lyrics of
Bob Dylan’s early songs, and re-examine their impact on that spirited decade and on our perceptions
of it.
Description: In the first years of the 1960s, To Kill a Mockingbird, Catch-22, One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest, and the early songs of Bob Dylan articulated what were to become major themes of that
decade: civil rights, the absurdity of war, changing views of what is normal, challenges to authority, and
rebellion against the perceived conventionality of postwar American life. The influence of these works
was felt throughout the 1960s. Since then, they have become markers in our discussions of that decade
of tremendous political and social change and tumult. “Catch-22,” “Atticus Finch,” and “Nurse
Ratched” have become familiar terms in our speech. The novels themselves are considered among the
most important American novels of the second half of the 20th century.
We will devote two sessions to each of these three novels and to Dylan’s early song lyrics, discussing
the content, style, relationship to the decade, and our current perceptions of each.
Role of participants: All participants will read the same three novels listed below and selected song
lyrics of Bob Dylan, and each participant will co-lead the discussion of one of these books or the song
lyrics as a whole with another participant. The moderators will provide sample discussion questions for
co-leaders.
Resources: To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee; Catch-22, Joseph Heller; One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest, Ken Kesey; 100 Songs, Bob Dylan (recommended; not all of book will be used)
About the Moderator: Jonathan Jay, a retired labor attorney and mediator, has moderated three
previous 5CLIR seminars, including two with a similar reading and discussion format. Anne Rosen is a
retired advocate for affordable health care. Anne has a Master’s degree in English and American
literature, and Jonathan has a college concentration in literature.
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Writing to Remember (Red)
Autobiographical writing
Course #
Format:

19FWR
Seminar

Moderator(s):
Co-Moderator:

Ellen Peck
Catharine Porter

Date and Time:

Thursday, 10:00-Noon
10 weeks, starting September 26

Location:

Grace Episcopal Church, Parish Hall, Amherst

Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: No
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to share your life experiences with fellow participants and, at
the same time, record them for yourself and your family.
Description: Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called “Autobiographical
Writing”), Writing to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each
other a little better.
Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their children and
grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and all are welcome.
The group offers the writer feedback and, if desired, will offer suggestions for revisions and/or possible
additions as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to write; it aims, rather, to
stimulate and encourage you to continue writing your own story. Your writing can center on the events
of family life, career experiences, or anything else you would like to tell about yourself.
Role of participants: Each participant has the opportunity to read aloud two pieces of original writing
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via email), allowing more
time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts for all concerned help make this a
rewarding experience for everyone.
Resources: N/A
About the Moderator: Ellen has been an English professor at Mount Holyoke College, but instead of
doing academic analyses of others’ writing, she much prefers writing about her own family and personal
experience. She has moderated other LIR seminars as well. Catharine is a retired UMass faculty member
from the Department of Consumer Studies, and Ombudsperson. Ellen and Catharine have co-moderated
this seminar previously.
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2019 Summer/ Fall
Special Programs and Activities

Edith Wharton Special Event Series
MADE POSSIBLE BY GENEROUS MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FUND FOR THE FUTURE.

One of the joys of living in western Massachusetts is the nearness of the
Berkshires, with their Gilded Age “cottages” amid the mountain landscape.
This project brings us into the heart of one of the most interesting Berkshire
properties and the life of one of its stellar inhabitants:
Edith Wharton and her home The Mount, designed by Wharton and Ogden
Codman and visited by her friend Henry James.

I. Lecture Series

free and open to the public

Tuesday, April 30 11:00 AM
Applewood Retirement Community Meeting Room, Amherst.
Anne Schuyler: Edith Wharton: A Genius for Gardens
Anne joined The Mount in 2006 as a tour guide. She currently manages visitor services, interpretation & exhibits,
and group tour activity. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations from the University of Virginia, and
a Professional Certificate in Public History from Northeastern University

Tuesday, May 14 11:00 AM
Applewood Retirement Community Meeting Room, Amherst.
Tim Binzen: House of Mirth: Landscape Archaeology and Historic Reconstruction at The
Mount, Home of Edith Wharton
Tim was Director of UMass Archaeological Services and oversaw the excavations that led to the re-creation of Edith
Wharton’s gardens, designed by Beatrix Farrand and Edith.

Wednesday, May 29 5:00 PM
Loomis Village Auditorium, South Hadley
Richard Guy Wilson: Edith Wharton: Literature and Architecture
Richard Guy Wilson is Commonwealth Professor at the University of Virginia School of Architecture. He is the
author of Edith Wharton at Home: Life at The Mount. His specialty is American and Modern architecture, art,
design, and cities from 1750 to the present. He is the author or collaborator on 18 books and many museum
exhibitions, lectures frequently at other institutions and also serves as a television commentator. Among other
activities he leads a summer school in Newport, RI.

II. Day trip to The Mount

open to 5CLIR members and their guests (registration required)
Guided tours of The Mount House and Gardens,
with lunch at the Terrace Café.
Friday, June 21st, 8:30 am – 4 pm.:
$75/member, $85/guest.
Bus from Sheldon Field, Old Ferry Road,
Northampton, to The Mount in Lenox and back.

Registration must be received by June 3rd.
To register, go to www.5clir.org /2019-edith-wharton-special-program/
or send the enclosed form with your check to the office.
(part III cont’d.)
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III. Summer Reading Group open to 5CLIR members only; registration required
Edith Wharton’s New York
Some Short Stories and a Novel

Moderator(s):

Lise Armstrong

Date and Time:

Four meetings: Tues 7/9, Thu 7/11, Tue 7/16, Thu 7/18
from 10:00 AM - Noon

Location:

Applewood in Amherst Conference Room

Maximum number of participants: 13
Auditors accepted: no

Purpose: To enjoy stories set in 19th century Manhattan
Description: Edith Wharton, (1862-1937), was born into an old-money, privileged society with a strict
code of behavior. Although she "escaped" to Europe to a milieu which allowed her the independence
and freedom she needed to lead a literary life, some of her best fiction is set in her native city.
Wharton was the first woman to be awarded the Pulitzer Prize which she received in 1921 for The Age
of Innocence.
Resources: 1) The New York Stories of Edith Wharton selected and with an introduction by Roxana
Robinson, published by The New York Review of Books 2007; 2) The Age of Innocence by Edith
Wharton, any edition.
Note: all the assigned reading (specific stories and novel) is available free on the internet
About the Moderator: Lise Armstrong has led many seminars in the field of literature. Last summer's
program on 19th century American fiction included Wharton's House of Mirth.

To register, go to www.5clir.org /2019-edith-wharton-special-program/
or complete the enclosed form and send to the to the office.
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2019 Summer/ Fall Activities
Welcome to 5CLIR’s 2019 Summer/Fall Activities!
To register for these programs, complete the registration form(s) included in this catalog
and send with your check (made payable to Five Colleges, Inc.) to the office.
All events are open to 5CLIR members and one guest.
All payments must be received by the office at least THREE WEEKS before the event.
For theater events, please see the deadline in the listing. Reservations are not made by
phone, and are not confirmed until payment is received.
Please be sure you can attend before registering; tickets are non-refundable.
For more information about an event, or if you cannot attend an event for which you have
registered, please get in touch with the contact person listed.
We look forward to seeing you at all these events.
--- The Activities Committee

A Visit to the Porter-Phelps-Huntington and Barstow's Longview Farm

Date: Tuesday, June 4
Time: 10:00 AM
Guided tour of Porter-Phelps-Huntington House
2:00 PM
Walking tour of Barstow's Farm
Place: Meet at Porter-Phelps-Huntington House, 130 River Drive., Hadley
Driving directions: Take Rte. 9 to Hadley traffic lights, turn north on Rte 47 and
drive two miles. The museum is on your left. Following tour, drive to Barstow's
Farm, 172 Hockanum Rd., Rte, 47 (south), in Hadley
Lunch: On your own. Either bring your own brown bag lunch or buy lunch at
Barstow's Dairy Store, which offers soup, sandwiches and desserts
Cost: $20
Contact: Karen Tatro, 584-7746 or pinkertontatro@yahoo.com

The Porter-Phelps-Huntington historic house, built in 1752 by Moses and Elizabeth Porter is set
on a “tract of land” called Forty Acres. It has been in the family for six generations. The house
has three names for one interesting reason: instead of passing from father to son as was
customary in early America, the house was owned by women for three generations.
Barstow's Longview Farm is a seventh generation family farm founded in the early 1800's. It
comprises 450 acres with 550 dairy cows producing 15,000 gallons of milk daily. Barstows
believe “agriculture is part of everyone's roots and while the connection is beginning to become
lost, this is an opportunity to keep the line of communication, conversation, understanding and
experience wide open.”
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A Day at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
Lunch:
Contact:

Wednesday, June 19
Bus leaves Sheldon Field at 8:00 AM and returns about 6:00 PM
10:30 AM - Highlights tour of Museum. (After lunch explore on your own.)
$62 (includes, admission, tour, travel and driver's gratuity)
On your own. There are several places to eat in the museum
Mary Franks, 548-9487 or franks@acad.umass.edu

The museum contains Egyptian artifacts, Golden age Dutch paintings, French impressionist and
post-expressionist works, 18th and 19th century art, Chinese painting, calligraphy and imperial
art, Japanese pottery and woodblock prints, the Rockefeller collection of Native American work
and much more. Toulouse Lautrec and the Stars of Paris is the current special exhibition.
The original MFA was founded in 1870 in Copley Square. It originally contained 5,000 works.
In 1900 the museum moved to its current location on Huntington Avenue. The museum has
expanded significantly since 2010 when it opened the American Wing with four levels of
American Art from ancient to modern. In 2011 the west wing was transformed into the Linde
Family Wing for Contemporary Art. New and improved galleries are always opening. The
museum now contains nearly 500,000 works of art and opens it doors to more than one million
visitors a year. You will have the afternoon free to explore and enjoy whatever you wish to see.

Into the Woods – A Tony Award Winning Musical
Date:
Friday, July 12
Time: Bus leaves from Sheldon Field at 10:00 AM., returns at about 5:00 PM
Place: Barrington Stage, Pittsfield
Lunch: On your own. Restaurants are nearby.
Cost:
$82
Contact: Kay Klausewitz, 781-248-5446 or kayklausewitz@gmail.com
NOTE: ALL PAYMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE OFFICE BY MAY 29.
If you are still interested after this date, you should contact Kay Klausewitz
to see if any tickets are still available.
“Anything can happen in the woods.” This is the promise, and premise, of this much-loved
musical. A childless baker and his wife endeavor to lift their family curse by journeying into the
woods, where they meet Rapunzel and her mother; Cinderella; Jack (of Beanstalk fame), Little
Red Riding Hood and other classic fairy tale characters. Their stories become entangled in
unexpected ways---revealing what happens after happily ever after.” The wickedly witty score
weaves a magical spell warning “be careful what you wish for.”
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Lyra Music Festival Concert
Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, July 18
7:30 PM
Sage Hall, Smith College, Northampton
(Parking on Green Street or in lots nearby)
Cost:
$10 (Your names will be listed at the door as a pre-paid ticket holder)
Contact: Mary Franks, 548-9487 or franks@acad.umass.edu

Lyra Music is pleased to be celebrating its 10th year with this concert by the Horszowski Trio, a
violin, cello and piano group. Since their debut in 2011, this group has been booked for almost
200 concerts in the U.S. and has toured Japan, India and Europe. The New Yorker magazine has
called them “the most compelling American group to come on the scene.”
Lyra Music is a classical music program which provides a blend of world class concerts and
masterclasses by internationally recognized musicians in the acoustically rich concert spaces of
Sage Hall. Lyra students are young advanced musicians who are working at Smith College for
three weeks to develop their chamber music skills through side-by-side mentorships and
performances with the Lyra faculty and visiting artists. Find out more about their concerts and
masterclasses at lyramusic.org.

Williamstown Art Conservation Center (Limited to 30 participants)

Date: Tuesday, July 30
Time: Bus leaves Sheldon Field at 9:00 AM and returns at about 4:00 PM
Place: Lunder Center at Stone Hill,
an Arts Conservation Center on Clark Museum grounds
Cost: $58. (Includes Center admission, tour, bus & driver's tip.)
Does not include lunch or admission to the Clark Museum exhibit
Contact: Honore David, 538-4972 or honores@comcast.net

Visit a place where employees are allowed to touch the art! Monserrat Le Mense, a conservator
of paintings at the Williamstown Art Conservation Center, has been cleaning and repairing
works of art for more than 20 years.“We are a little like an ER” says Mense, whose job it is to
get works of art cleaned and ready for the gallery.
Join us on a trip to the Lunder Center at Stone Hill Center in Williamstown, where, from
galleries above the labs, you will be told about ongoing work on objects ranging from
photographs, antiques and heirlooms, to some of the most important paintings, sculpture and
furniture in the country. The center serves more than 50 member museums and historical
societies in the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic and Southeast.
After a tour of the new labs which were designed by Tadao Ando you may want to have lunch in
the Clark Museum Cafe. Those who wish may carry their lunch outside. Some may opt to pay
$20 admission to the museum to see the exhibit Renoir: The Body, The Senses. which includes
drawings, paintings, pastels and sculptures by the artist, as well as by his contemporaries, and
followers. The body, particularly the nude, was the defining subject of Renoir's artistic practice
from his early days into the 20th century, when his revolutionary style of painting influenced the
modernists.
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Open Rehearsal at Tanglewood

Date: Saturday, August 3
Time: The bus will depart at 7:45 a.m. SHARP from the Commuter lot at
Sheldon Field (Bridge St./Rte 9) Northampton and return about 3:45 PM
Place: Tanglewood Music Center, Lenox, MA
Cost: $65 includes transportation, driver's gratuity and admission
Lunch: You may bring a brown bag lunch or purchase a sandwich and beverage at
the outdoor lunchroom. Some may want to picnic on the lawn after the
rehearsal. In case of rain, shelter may be found under the tent.
Contact: Robert Barker, 413-268-9209, or rwbarker@att.net

Enjoy an open rehearsal at Tanglewood featuring the Boston Symphony Orchestra, conducted by
Dima Slobodeniouk, featuring Yefim Bronfman on piano. The program includes Rachmaninoff's
Piano Concerto No. 3 and Sibelius' Symphony #1. A pre-rehearsal talk begins at 9:30 a.m. and
the open rehearsal will start at 10:30 a.m. We will have seats in the shed. Following the
performance and lunch, you may want to explore the beautiful Tanglewood grounds.

A Walk to Old Deerfield Slavery Sites
Date:
Time:
Place:

Friday, September 27
10:30 to Noon
Meet at Old Deerfield town common on Main Street
(driving and parking suggestions will be sent closer to the date)
Cost:
Free
Contact: Karen Tatro, 584-7746 or pinkertontatro@yahoo.com

Bob Romer will be leading a walking tour of sites where some 25 black slaves lived in the mid1700's. He will share available information about their lives and their importance to Deerfield.
Participants will receive a free copy of a map of Main St, which is quite different from those
given to tourists.
Bob is author of Slavery in the Connecticut Valley of Massachusetts (Leveller's Press 2009).
Though the book covers some information about most of the towns in the Valley, it treats the
subject in Deerfield most thoroughly. He writes, “Little is known about many of those who
lived as slaves in our area, sometimes simply a name listed in a will or bill of sale, sometimes not
even a name. We can never undo the crime that was committed by kidnapping these people,
taking them (or their ancestors) away from their families. But at least we can tell what we know
of their stories, lest their existence be lost to memory.” To remember them is to make them live
again.
Our leisurely walk of about a mile and a half will probably take an hour and a half (depending on
weather and how many questions are asked). Walkers may drop out at any time. Bring a friend
or two, as well as sunscreen and/or an umbrella. Please note that this tour is not sponsored by
Historic Deerfield, Inc. or any other organization besides LIR. We will talk about some of the
houses and those who lived there in colonial times, but will not go inside of them.
(Those wishing to visit the houses may do so by purchasing tickets from Historic Deerfield, Inc.
on their own initiative.)
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Special Programs
To participate in a Special Program, contact the Facilitator. No registration form is needed. For
questions regarding accessibility, parking, guest attendance, etc., contact the program Facilitator.
All events and locations noted may be subject to change.

BOOK INTEREST GROUP
Facilitator: Naomi Yanis
Day and Time: Monthly on varying Fridays, Sept – May
(not conflicting with Opera Prep), 2:00-4:00 PM
Locations: Members’ Homes
This group meets once each month from September through May, from 2:00-4:00 PM, on various Friday
afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep. Responsibility for leading the discussion of each book is
rotated among the membership of the book group. The choices for the year are made early in the
summer, so some of the reading may be done when more time for reading might be available.

ENCORE PRESENTATIONS & FRIDAY LECTURES
Facilitators: Nancy Mihevc and Glenn Swanson
Day and Time: Selected Fridays 10:00 AM to 12 Noon
Location: Applewood in Amherst
Enjoy our Friday programs reprising some outstanding seminar presentations that moderators believe
would be of general interest. Occasionally we host outside speakers who discuss topics of interest to our
membership. Information about upcoming dates and programs is listed in the monthly 5CLIR
REPORTER and on the 5CLIR website. Applewood residents are welcome to attend.

FRENCH CONVERSATION
Facilitator: Judith Pool
Day and Time: Fridays in 2019-2020, 1:30-3:30 PM (year round, unless otherwise noted)
Location: Judith’s home in Northampton
This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French. No beginners, please.
Contact Judith to register your interest in this program.

OPERA PREP
Facilitator: Peg Bedell
Day and Time: Fridays 2:00-3:00 PM, preceding Sat. operas
Location: The Inn at Easthampton Lathrop, Garden Room
A series of HD video productions by the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the Hadley Cinemark Theater
on Saturday afternoons. Peg Bedell offers an introduction to each opera and the featured performers the
Friday before the opera showing. See the monthly 5CLIR REPORTER for details.
Lathrop residents are welcome to attend.
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VIEWPOINTS

Facilitator: Hy Edelstein
Day and Time: 1st Thurs. of each month, year round, 2:00-2:30 PM
Location: Highland Valley Elder Services Conference Room, Florence

This is an open, informal, spontaneous discussion group, a fresh departure from the formal presentations
and discussions in our seminars. However, it does adhere to our peer-learning mission. While
preparation is not required, at each session several topics proposed by participants are discussed – topics
which may be drawn from a whole spectrum of events and trends in society/culture, concerns over
developments in public/private life, issues in the humanities/technologies. Discussions over such
matters, drawing on the spontaneity, spirit, thoughtfulness, and good humor of its seasoned participants,
are indeed enriching learning experiences. For more information, contact Hy Edelstein.
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