FIVE COLLEGE
LEARNING IN RETIREMENT

2020
WINTER & SPRING

PROGRAMS

About Us: Five College Learning in Retirement
History
The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty-five years ago at the New School for Social
Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs, such organizations
are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established of the many LLIs around the
country and one of the more autonomous.
Founded in 1988-1989, Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of Western
Massachusetts. It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by Amherst College,
Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst.

Who are Our Members?
Our members are a diverse group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields of
interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share the
knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced.

The Programs
Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars and workshops are offered. These classes are
coordinated by members and are different every session. In addition, a small set of short seminars are
offered during the summer. Peer-led seminars and workshops are the core activities of Five College
Learning in Retirement and are designed to engage the active learner.
In addition to the seminars/workshops, we offer a set of special programs and a series of presentations
called Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum open to the public to
discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts.
Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our summer,
winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities and interests with
other members.
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Greetings from the Curriculum Committee
Welcome to Current and Prospective Members,
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this
catalog of programs and seminars for the Winter and Spring 2020 term. Committee members
and seminar moderators have worked together over the past several months to develop programs
that we believe reflects our members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that
you find among these offerings something that captures your interest.
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and succeed through
participation of all enrolled members. If you are new to LIR, or a new moderator, you will find it
useful to consult the Participants and Moderators Handbooks, found on the website at
www. 5clir.org/documents; they contain comprehensive and very useful information.
The Committee is deeply grateful to the members who have volunteered to moderate the
seminars and workshops offered this winter and spring. Without their creativity and dedication,
we would not have the high quality and variety of choices that you find in these pages.
Please feel free to contact any member of the Curriculum Committee with any questions or ideas
you may have.

Members of the Curriculum Committee
Kendra Dahlquist, co-chair
Betsy Siersma, co-chair
Pam Daniels
Kip Fonsh
Katy van Geel
Tyll van Geel
Francie Borden
Chris Hurn
Emily Hurn
Dean Poli
Jim Averill
Suzette Jones
Kathy Campbell
Elly Rumelt

Term Ends
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2022
June 30, 2022
June 30, 2022
June 30, 2022
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Membership in Five College Learning in Retirement
Our annual membership year runs from July 1st through June 30th.
One may join at any time during the year. Membership fees are not pro-rated.

TO JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Online: You may register and pay online (with Paypal) at www.5CLIR.org/membership
By Mail: Download & print the membership form at www.5CLIR.org/forms.
Make your check out to Five College, Inc. and send to:
5CLIR
18 Henshaw Ave., C2
Smith College
Northampton, MA 01063

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP




Full membership.
Half-year membership, an option for new members only.
Associate Membership for former Full Members who wish to participate in Winter/Summer and
Special Programs, but not in seminars/ workshops.

Cost Type

Benefits

$250 Full Year Member

All programs and privileges

$125 Half Year (First-time member only)

Either fall or spring term seminars; all other
programs and privileges

$125 Associate Former Member

No seminars or voting rights; all other programs
and privileges

$125 Discounted Membership

For those experiencing financial hardship;
please contact the office.

THE ASSISTANCE FUND
The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to everyone.
It is funded by generous donations from fellow members.
For further information, please contact the office at (413)-585-3756.

5

Important Details on Registration, Schedules & Attendance
REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS





Registration for Spring 2020 courses opens on Monday, November 18, 2019 following the Preview
on Sunday, November 17.
Registrations can only be made online at www.5clir.org, or by mail, not by phone.
Membership dues must be current prior to the start of programs and seminars for which you register.
Additional information about the registration process can be found at www.5clir.org/programs

ENROLLMENT PROCESS







All registrations received at the office by Friday, December 6, 2019 will be included
in the first round of spring class assignments.
Oversubscribed seminars will be filled by random lottery of all registrations.
Those not assigned to seminars/workshops by lottery will be added to wait lists.
Registration notifications will be sent on or about December 20.
Registrations received after the lottery will be added as space is available in requested
seminars/workshops, or added to wait lists.
Wait listed individuals will be notified when space becomes available for them.

CHANGES AND CANCELLATIONS



Changes to seminar location and schedule are made by the office.
In the event of low enrollment, a seminar may be cancelled.

ABSENCE


Members who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the moderator may
be dropped from the seminar.

WITHDRAWALS



Withdrawal notification must be made to both the moderator and the office.
Withdrawals should be made as soon as possible, so the space can be made available to another
member, and so the moderator can plan accordingly.

Before Registering, Please Note:
If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar, or more than two overall,
please talk to your moderator(s) to see whether that would be acceptable.
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SEMINAR SCHEDULES




Most seminars run for 10 weeks. Some run for fewer weeks, and start later.
Please check the listing for schedule details and dates that the class will not meet.
Seminars are usually two hours long, and are scheduled Monday through Wednesday mornings and
afternoons, and Thursday mornings. Check seminar listings for exact times.

SEMINAR LOCATIONS






Seminars are held in a variety of locations in the Pioneer Valley, at retirement communities, college
campuses, and community venues. Check course listings for location information.
All are handicapped accessible.
Accessible parking is available at all locations, unless otherwise noted.
AV equipment is available at most venues, and support is available, with advance notice.
5CLIR office also has equipment available for seminar use.

PARTICIPANT RESPONSIBILITIES



Participants should become familiar with their role and responsibilities.
The Participant’s Handbook can be found on the website at: www.5clir.org/resources/documents

SEMINAR EXPENSES




Parking passes, where needed, are provided to seminar participants at no cost.
Participants may be asked to contribute up to $5.00 to cover the cost of copies.
Books and other required supplies are purchased by the participants.

5CLIR OMBUDSMAN



Should a difficulty or situation arise in a seminar that cannot be resolved, the 5CLIR Ombudsman
may be contacted for assistance.
Contact: Anne Lombard at aslombard@comcast.net or at 413-586-7509.
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Seminar Registration Instructions
COMPLETING YOUR REGISTRATION FORM


Fill in the form completely.
Incomplete forms may cause processing delay, and may not be included in the lottery.



Include course number (found in the index and on each seminar page) and seminar title for each
choice.



Enter up to 6 choices, in order of preference. Class assignments are made in sequential order, and
one class per time and day. It is best to register for alternate classes in case you are ‘lotteried out’ of
a particular class.



Enter the TOTAL NUMBER of seminars YOU WISH TO ENROLL IN in the box provided.
If this box is blank, you will be assigned ONE seminar.



If you wish to co-enroll with another member, you may only register for ONE seminar together. That
seminar must be the FIRST CHOICE of both members, and BOTH members must submit
registrations by the lottery deadline. Moderators may not co-register.

‘WRITING TO REMEMBER’ MEMOIR SEMINARS


You may request more than one Writing to Remember seminar, but enrollment is limited to one per
semester, in order to accommodate as many members as possible.

REGISTRATION AS AUDITOR


Auditor status is only open to full members of 5CLIR who have participated in seminars for four or
more years and who wish to take seminars, but are unable to fulfill research and presentation
requirements, are able to register as an auditor.



Auditors may have reading or other assignments.



Registrations made as an auditor are NOT included in the lottery, and are added to seminars
following regular enrollment, with the permission of moderators, as indicated on the course
description page.

Additional information about registration can be found at www.5clir.org/programs.
Registration forms can be found at: www.5clir.org/resources/forms.
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Schedule and Location of 2020 Spring Seminars
page

course#

Seminar Title

Moderator(s)

Location

Monday Morning
18
15
21

20SEH
20SCH
20SIL

Energy & Humankind
Chuckle, Giggle, Groan
The Iliad

R. Parrish
Honan
E. Armstrong

Smith College, Northampton
Loomis Village, So. Hadley
Applewood, Amherst

India’s History and Culture
Writing to Remember (Blue)

Harvey
Lewin, Jolly

Wesley U. M. Church, Hadley
Lilly Library, Florence

Alfred Hitchcock
Exploring Our Solar System
Women Heroes of WW II

Daniels
Hanner, Rosenthal
Wofford

Smith College, Northampton
Applewood, Amherst
Lathrop Northampton

J. Armstrong, W. Parrish
Pyers, Denig
F. Borden, T. van Geel

Applewood, Amherst
Rockridge, Northampton
Smith College, Northampton

Monday Afternoon
22
30

20SIN
20SWRB

Tuesday Morning
12
19
29

20SAH
20SES
20SWH

Tuesday Afternoon
13
14
17

20SAI
20SBB
20SED

All About the Internet
Beowulf’s Britain
Education & the Schools

Wednesday Morning
11
16
25
27
28

20SAC
20SEA
20SRR
20SSW
20SVW

Acadian Legacy
D & M Whitney
Eat Your Spinach!
N. Scott, K. van Geel
Railroads & the American People
Poli, Aulino
The Sensory World
Wyse, Ambs
Voices from World War I
Stauder

UMass/5C Credit Union, Hadley

Failed Presidencies
J. Averill
Reading Shakespeare
L. Price, Kosiorek
Writing to Remember (Purple) F. Borden, Suopis

Smith College, Northampton
Loomis Village, So. Hadley
Rockridge, Northampton

Political Revolutions
2020 Primary & Caucus Season
Writing to Remember (Red)

Smith College, Northampton
Smith College, Northampton
Grace Church, Amherst

Members’ homes (TBA)
UMass Transit Ctr, Amherst
Wesley UM Church, Hadley
Smith College, Northampton

Wednesday Afternoon
20
26
31

20SFP
20SRS
20SWRP

Thursday Morning
23
24
32

20SPO
20SPR
20SWRR
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Hamilton
Mihevc, Russell
Porter

2020 Spring Seminars

Acadian Legacy
From “Evangeline” to Cajun Culture
Course #
Format:

20SAC
Seminar

Moderator(s):

David and Miriam Whitney

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30
9 weeks, starting Feb. 26, 2020

Location:

UMass/ 5 College Credit Union, Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 17
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: This seminar will explore the tragic English expulsion of French-speaking Acadians from Nova
Scotia in 1755 and their resettlement 30 years later in the swamps and plains of Louisiana, where this
agrarian people carved out a rich, enduring ethnic heritage.
Description: We will begin by reading and discussing Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's 1847 epic poem
"Evangeline," which romanticized the brutality of the Acadians' plight but also brought it to the world's
attention. On the eve of their marriage, Gabriel and Evangeline are separated as they were forced onto
different ships during what some have described as an early instance of ethnic cleansing. After a lifetime of
searching for each other, they finally are reunited at Gabriel's deathbed. Heartbreaking. . . but is this what
happened?
We will explore this question through a multidisciplinary study of the culture that has become known as
"Cajun." We will look more closely at the history of the people and how they eventually came to Louisiana,
settling into a largely unforgiving land and firmly establishing a unique way of life rich in oral and folk
traditions, family, music, and, of course, food. At our final session, we will learn about and enjoy sampling
flavorful Cajun cuisine.
Role of participants: Everyone reads the epic poem, novel, and 3 short stories. Then each participant
either (1) leads a literature discussion, OR (2) presents information and leads discussion on a moderatoridentified topic (e.g., history, economy, architecture, language, oral traditions, music, art, folk medicine,
food).
Resources: Required reading:
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Evangeline (epic poem).
Ernest Gaines, A Gathering of Old Men (novel).
Kate Chopin, A Very Fine Fiddle and A Gentleman from Bayou Teche (short stories).
Tim Gautreaux, Welding with Children (short story).
Books available from the library (few copies) and local and on-line booksellers; all short stories also
on-line. Other resources available from moderators.

About the Moderators: Our interest in Cajun culture was piqued initially by fictional Dave Robicheaux of
Jame Lee Burke's Louisiana crime novel fame, and Robicheaux's hometown of New Iberia, Louisiana. We
explored this Cajun country on several trips, developing an appreciation of its people's unique background,
culture and environment, including music and food. We each have enjoyed a number of LIR seminars over
the last 8 years, with Miriam co-moderating one.
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Alfred Hitchcock: Through the Lens
Learning the 'Hitchcockian' style by studying his films
Course #
Format:

20SAH
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Pam Daniels

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 25, 2020

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Common

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: In this seminar we will explore Hitchcock's use of the camera to heighten mystery and suspense,
express character identification, and strengthen the spectator’s viewpoint. Some examples of his
cinematography include montage, extreme close-ups, mise-en-scene, camera movement, point-of-view shot
sequence, color, graphic, special effects and other cinematic techniques.
Description: Sir Alfred Hitchcock, an English film director and producer, was known as the ‘Master of
Suspense.’ He directed over 50 feature films in a career spanning six decades. His start in the silent film era
as a technician and editor literally focused his own eye as the protagonist's viewpoint - the beginnings of the
voyeur perspective that became his trademark. Hitchcock's first successful film, “The Lodger” (1927), helped
to shape the suspense genre. Two of his 1930s thrillers, “The 39 Steps” (1935) and “The Lady Vanishes”
(1938) are ranked among the greatest British films of the 20th century. When Hitchcock moved to the United
States in 1940 to direct “Rebecca”, the art of his directorial, as well as cinematic, mastery began to flourish.
His films of the 40s - 60s are his classics, including “Vertigo” (1958) which is regarded as his greatest work.
Seminar participants will focus on the last three decades.
Role of participants: Each participant will select/view one Hitchcock film, then read studies and reviews of
camera style, direction, editing, actors, lighting, costumes, etc. Presenter will provide a 25 to 40- minute
presentation then lead a group discussion. Featured scenes of the movie can be incorporated from YouTube
or DVD. Assistance will be available.
Resources: The moderator will provide the selected DVD from her library; if not available from this source,
most public and university library systems can be tapped. DVDs can be obtained from online sites as well as
local stores. Film reviews and discussions of Hitchcock's art can also be found on the internet. “Hitchcock:
The Murderous Gaze” by William Rothman is recommended.
About the Moderator: Pam Daniels has two graduate degrees in Library Science and Public Policy. She is
retired from 35 years in NY and CT state governments, seeking frequent refuge in movie theatres. She is
still recovering from “Psycho”. A member of LIR for 5 years, Pam has offered four seminars including this
one.
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All About the Internet
The history, how it works, and its impact on society
Course #
Format:

20SAI
Seminar

Moderator(s):

John Armstrong, Wendy Parrish

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1;30-3:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 25, 2020

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, meeting room

Maximum number of participants18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: In this seminar we will explore some components of the internet, and how it has changed how we
interact with each other, with society, and with organizations.
Description: This is a non-technical seminar to provide a forum for participants to acquaint themselves with
key parts of the internet, as well as to explore its impact on our society today. Starting with a history of how
it started and has evolved, we’ll learn about some key components (security, privacy, government and
business use, banking), and enter into how this has impacted society as a whole. Topics will include the
early optimistic approaches to information sharing (Wikipedia, Google), and emerging problems such as
viruses, worms and other malware, pornography and criminal activity on the dark web. We will consider the
business models of enterprises taking advantage of the new technology (is the customer the user or the
advertiser?) as well as the legal environment. Other possible topics include the disruption of established
businesses, the emergence of the gig economy, the changing meaning of privacy, trolling, election
interference, increased social sorting and political polarization, and many more.
Role of participants: Participants will choose a topic from a list provided by the moderators or develop
their own topic and prepare a presentation of approximately 30 minutes, followed by discussion. The
moderators will work individually with participants to provide a list of questions that will help with research.
Resources: None are required. The following provide some basic information
Internet for Dummies (Levine)
How the Internet Works (Gralla)
The Internet made Easy (Bernstein)
The moderators will provide a list of on-line references.
About the Moderators: John Armstrong has led many technical and non-technical seminars, and has a
background in computer science and research. Wendy Parrish is a retired computer programmer.
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Beowulf’s Britain
The birth of Britain after the Romans and before the Normans, 450-1066
Course #
Format:

20SBB
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Bob Pyers and Nancy Denig

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 25, 2020

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community, Northampton, meeting room

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to usurp the Game of Thrones and clear the Mists of Avalon in
favor of the actual history and culture of Anglo-Saxon Britain.
Description: The British Isles were once attached to continental Europe in prehistoric times, and later
incorporated into the global Roman Empire. This seminar focuses on the years between Roman rule and the
Norman invasion, when Britain absorbed barbarian, Germanic and Scandinavian "hordes" into its native
tribal populations, forged its unique identity as an island kingdom and developed early stages of its language
that now speaks for the world. Beowulf will be read as a reflection of such historical and linguistic
developments.
Role of participants: Participants will read Beowulf (the celebrated Anglo-Saxon epic that we should have
read in school, and many of us didn't) during the course of this seminar. Some may choose to present
portions of such readings in class; our primary focus, however, will be to prepare, present and lead
discussion on aspects of the epic’s historical/cultural context.
Resources: Seamus Heaney's translation of Beowulf (W.W. Norton and Company, 2000) will be required
reading. The internet and moderator's suggestions are starting points for research on topics such as:
settlement patterns & place names, Christianization of Britain, art & architecture, the Heptarchy (seven
kingdoms), period laws and codes, and King Alfred the Great and his legacy, among others.
About the Moderators: Bob Pyers is a newcomer to LIR, and a retired economist with an avid lifelong
interest in British history. Nancy Denig is a retired landscape architect and an experienced moderator with a
love of history, art and literature.
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Chuckle, Giggle, Groan!
Humor and satire in drama and literature through the ages to modern times.
Course #
Format:

20SCH
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Linda Honan

Date and Time:

Monday, 10:00- Noon
10 weeks, starting Feb. 24, 2020

Location:

Loomis Retirement Community, So. Hadley

Maximum number of participants:15
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: We will explore humorous/satirical drama, literature, and movies from Europe and North America,
such as works by Chaucer, Shakespeare, Moliere, Swift, Voltaire, Charles Lamb, Twain, Gilbert and
Sullivan, P.G. Wodehouse, the Marx Brothers, James Thurber, Woody Allen and Monty Python.
Description: Funny, amusing, entertaining characters and scenes from books, movies and plays stay with
us for a long time, brightening our days when times are hard. In this seminar we will revisit our individual
favorites, sharing them with others who may not be familiar with them. Distinguishing between humorous
and satirical approaches, we will consider the historical context of our chosen characters, noting the
changing of attitudes even within our own lifetimes. For example, some things that were once unremarkable
are now perceived as morally objectionable, as in using blackface characters by white actors for humorous
effect. Even more surprising may be the amount of old material that still amuses us, despite the huge
upheavals in manners and morals through the years.
Role of participants: Participants will give a 20-30-minute presentation on a single humorist, reporting on
his/her life and work. The presenter will then lead a group discussion.
Resources: The moderator will provide a list of authors, playwrights, TV and movie writers, from which
seminar participants may select. As with such modern humorists as Woody Allen, Sid Caesar and the Marx
Brothers, writer and character(s) are often the same. Participants may choose a topic outside the list
provided, after consultation with the moderator.
About the Moderator: Linda Honan is a retired museum educator and UMass program coordinator. She
has moderated a number of seminars.
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Eat Your Spinach…
and your asparagus, beans, beets, corn, peas, broccoli, peppers, tomatoes,
cauliflower, celery, squash, mushrooms, etc.
Course #
Format:

20SEA
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Katy van Geel, Nina Scott

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 26, 2020

Location:

Members’ Homes, TBA

Maximum number of participants:8
Auditors accepted: No
Purpose: Chef José Andrés said, "The world can be changed through the power of plants." The purpose of
this seminar is to see if we agree, by learning more about vegetables.
Description: As passionate cooks who love sharing food with others, we plan to take turns hosting
meetings in our homes. We live in an area where fresh, local vegetables abound, why not enjoy them
together!
We encourage participants to be adventurous as they consider recipes. Using more than one vegetable,
adding meat, eggs, or fish is fine. You may want to report on any herbs or spices you use. Remember
legumes: chickpeas, lentils, cranberry beans, black beans, pinto beans, kidney beans, navy beans, peanuts.
And with so much discussion of climate change in the news these days, we would be remiss not to discuss
and if possible taste Pat Brown’s Impossible Burgers and Ethan Brown’s Beyond Burgers, the new plantbased “beef” now available in grocery stores (plant-based chicken, pork, lamb, dairy, and fish are still in the
works).
Role of participants: Participants will choose a vegetable, research it, tell us about its history, origin, where
it grows, its nutritional values, and whatever other interesting facts they find in their research and preparation.
On a hosting day, participants will prepare several dishes that highlight their vegetable (e.g., soup, salad,
side/main dish).
Resources: We are not recommending any central text. Two recent books by famous chefs are Ultimate
Veg, by Jamie Oliver and Vegetables Unleashed, by José Andrés. We will distribute a longer bibliography to
the participants. And of course participants can consult their own cookbooks or use library resources.
About the Moderators: This is the fourth food-related seminar that Nina and Katy have moderated. Each
one has been enlightening and fun, with new recipes prepared by brave participants.
Nina has a background in colonial Spanish-American literature, and knows a lot about the Columbian
exchange. Katy has a lifelong love of following the season, picking and then preserving fruit, making jams,
jellies, and canned fruit.
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Education and the Schools
Contemporary educational issues, choices, and ideals
Course #
Format:

20SED
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Francie Borden, Tyll van Geel

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 25, 2020

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, room 102

Maximum number of participants18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: Our purpose is to examine problems, conflicts, reforms, and ideals affecting today's public and
private elementary and secondary education.
Description: Almost daily, the media reports on and analyzes the myriad problems, conflicts and proposed
reforms touching upon public and private education. Among the matters covered are the following: what
purposes are served by our public and private schools? What are the best pedagogies for a 21st century
education? Various issues touching upon inequality: how can schools deal with increasing racial isolation?
What should be the admission criteria for the elite academically oriented public schools? What are the
causes of inequality in the funding of schools? How are children with disabilities to be educated? How, if at
all, should home schooling be regulated? What should be the policy regarding charter schools? Should the
current effort of assessing students with standardized testing be modified or even dropped? What policies
should the school follow when dealing with a complaint of bullying and sexual harassment? After examining
these and yet other issues, the participants should come away with a better understanding of contemporary
elementary and secondary institutions, practices, and ideas for reform.
Role of participants: Participants will each be asked to pick an issue confronting elementary/secondary
education today, describe the problem, and examine possible solutions. A list of suggested issues will be
provided by the moderators.
Resources: Contemporary news (e.g. The New York Times) and opinion sources offer starting points for
choosing one's topic. “Education Week” online and “The Harvard Educational Review” offer a good range
and sense of what is current. The moderators can offer suggestions of resources for individuals once topics
are chosen.
About the Moderators: Francie was a reform minded educator (pre-school through high school) for 45
years and instrumental in starting and establishing two very different schools. Tyll taught education law for
35 years.
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Energy and Humankind
The Past, Present and Future of our light, heat and power
Course #
Format:

20SEH
Seminar

Moderator:

Rich Parrish

Date and Time:

Monday, 10:00- Noon
9 weeks, starting Mar. 2, 2020

Location:

Smith College Lilly Hall, room 308

Maximum number of participants12
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to study the history and influences of the many energy sources that
have shaped our world and civilization to date, and gain insight to and predict those that will shape the world
of tomorrow.
Description: Since the discovery of fire, humans have utilized various fuels and forces to obtain light, heat
and power. The succession of wood, animals, water, wax, whales, peat, coal, oil and gas; to hydro, nuclear,
geothermal, solar, and wind has enabled the quality of life we know today. The seminar will examine and
compare the many energy sources used by humans through time, why those sources came into or out of
use, their efficiencies, supply, costs and influences on civilization. We will then examine how these sources
and others yet-to-be-discovered will shape the future state of humans and the planet. The group will try to
predict: are we at the end of the Age of Fossil Fuels? What sources can be used, should be used or will be
used in the future? This is a study of energy sources, not global warming, so climate change will be
addressed as just one of many aspects.
Role of participants: Each participant will study and present a short (maximum 20 minute) summary of an
historic energy source from an agreed list, and later, a second summary of a current renewable or
experimental energy source. The moderator will provide graphs of historic use and future projections to
guide discussion.
Resources: ENERGY: A Human History, by Richard Rhodes, 1st Edition, 2018 Simon and Schuster, $30
Online sources: BP 2019 Energy Outlook, EIA Energy Outlook and other internet sources that predict the
future sources of energy.
About the Moderator: Rich worked as an exploration geologist for a major oil company. He has been an
LIR member since 2015, has participated in several seminars and moderated a previous seminar.
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Exploring Our Solar System
New Views of Old Worlds
Course #
Format:

20SES
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Martha Hanner, Dorothy Rosenthal

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 10:00- Noon
10 weeks, starting Feb. 25, 2020

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, meeting room

Maximum number of participants:18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: In this seminar we will explore the planets, moons, asteroids, and comets comprising our solar
system and the space missions that have unveiled their mysteries.
Description: Throughout human history, people have wondered about the planets ("wanderers") that slowly
moved against the background constellations. Within our lifetime, our views of the planets have been
transformed from distant points of light into individual worlds with a surprising variety of physical properties.
In this seminar, we will explore the new views of the solar system based on almost sixty years of exploration
by robotic spacecraft and modern telescopes. We begin with the innermost planets, Mercury and the
Messenger Mission: Venus and the Magellan Mission. We will study Mars today and yesterday, reviewing
evidence for water and early life. We will travel past asteroids Ceres and Vesta, then learn from the Galileo
mission about giant Jupiter and its 4 moons. We continue to Saturn and its moon, Titan, before journeying to
the outer solar system, where we will visit Uranus, Neptune and Triton. We will arrive at the dwarf planet
Pluto, then conclude our journey by learning about comets and their origin.
Role of participants: Participants will select topics about major objects in the solar system from the list
provided by the moderators and make a presentation on their topic. All members will participate actively in
discussion of each topic.
Resources: Because much of the information is recent, the internet will be a good source of information,
particularly the Planetary Society's website, www.planetary.org. In addition, each of the planetary probes
has a website. The PBS series of programs on "The Planets" and "Ancient Views" are highly recommended
(and may be available on the internet at pbs.org).
About the Moderators: Martha Hanner is an astronomer and planetary scientist who worked on various
NASA missions to the planets while at California Institute of Technology/Jet Propulsion Laboratory. After
retiring to Amherst, she taught an honors course on planetary exploration at UMass. Dottie Rosenthal is a
biologist whose first interest in science was astronomy. She has been a member of LIR for 20 years and
moderated or co-moderated many seminars in biology.
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Failed Presidencies
Learning from past mistakes
Course #
Format:

20SFP
Seminar

Moderator:

Jim Averill

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 26, 2020

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, room 003

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, 1

Purpose: We typically learn more from our failures than our successes; as voters, perhaps we can learn
more from the failures of past presidents as well as from their successes. That is our goal.
Description: "Failure" is a relative term; it doesn't mean uniformly "terrible" or "without merit". For this
seminar, it simply means below the median as ranked by a panel of presidential historians. (To find a
complete listing of all 43 presidents, not including Trump, Google "presidential rankings"; we will select from
the bottom 21, Grover Cleveland on down.) Some of these failures (e.g., Carter, Nixon) are well known
because of their recency; most, however, are now largely forgotten or ignored (e.g., Fillmore, Hayes). We
will bring them back to life, recognizing their achievements as well as their mishaps. Given the times in
which they lived, and the obstacles they faced, how could they have done better? And what implications
might their relative lack of success have for us when evaluating the current aspirants for president?
Role of participants: Each participant will review the highs and lows of one failed presidency, and lead a
discussion of its potential relevance for the present.
Resources: Brian Lamb and Susan Swain, The Presidents: Noted Historians Rank America's Best and
Worst Chief Executives. A C-Span publication, 2019. (Each chapter is based on an interview with a noted
historian. The chapters are brief, but each historian recommends a work for further reading. For more
information, enter the following in your browser: "c-span survey of presidential leadership".)
About the Moderator: I am Professor Emeritus from UMass (psychology). I have moderated five previous
seminars.
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The Iliad
Selected Readings and Reverberations

Course #
Format:

20SIL
Seminar

Moderator:

Elizabeth Armstrong

Date and Time:

Monday, 10:00- Noon
10 weeks, starting Feb. 24, 2020

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, meeting room

Maximum number of participants:18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to become familiar with the story of Homer’s Iliad and see how its
message and characters resonate in today’s world.
Description: The Iliad is a powerful, first-rate story, whose dramatic action is wrapped around such timetested themes as insulted honor, love, loss and revenge…. Central to this tragic vision is the Trojan War…..
riveted on what may be called the enduring realities of war: the fact that an individual warrior must risk his
life for a cause in which he does not believe, or subject himself to the command of a lesser man.” (Caroline
Alexander)
After reading selections from the text (less than half the total), we will go on to read and discuss modern-day
re-imaginings and interpretations (including The Song of Achilles). In addition, various short articles and
video clips will illustrate the wide applicability of Homer’s message.
Role of participants: Participants will be expected to read all the assignments and participate in the
classroom discussions.
Resources: Publications and other resources:
The Iliad: A New Translation, Caroline Alexander, 2016
The Song of Achilles: A Novel, Madeline Miller, 2012
About the Moderator: Elizabeth (Lise) Armstrong has moderated many seminars on literary subjects,
including Beowulf and the Odyssey. She recently conducted a summer seminar on the works of Edith
Wharton.
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India’s History and Culture

Course #
Format:

20SIN
Seminar

Moderator:

Jim Harvey

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting Feb.24, 2020

Location:

Wesley United Methodist Church, Hadley

Maximum number of participants:17
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to gain an appreciation of Indian culture and the forces that have
shaped it.
Description: Before long India will be the most populous country in the world, and is already one of the
most important to the United States. It is the world's largest democracy, with an exceedingly diverse
population. It is both modern and ancient. In short it is a fascinating and complex country.
In this seminar we will explore topics related to its history, beginning with the Moguls, and its culture,
including areas such as religion, geography, commerce, education, art, music, films, food, society and
modern politics.
Role of participants: The role of participants is to read an assigned book and resource materials, research
and present a topic for approximately 30 minutes, lead discussion on own presentation and join in
discussion of others.
Resources: A Traveller’s History of India, by Sinharaja Tamimita-Delgoda, and additional internet articles.
About the Moderator: Jim was born in India and has had lifelong interest in things Indian. He has made a
number of trips to both North and South India and maintains friendships with a number of Indians in this
country.
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Political Revolutions: Origins and Consequences

Course #
Format:

20SPO
Seminar

Moderator:

Rich Hamilton

Date and Time:

Thursday, 10:00 - Noon
10 weeks, starting Feb. 27, 2020

Location:

Smith College Lilly Hall, room 308

Maximum number of participants:16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The seminar will attempt to explain how various types of revolutions have changed the way
people, nations, and civilizations perceive themselves and interact with one another.
Description: In addition to the origins and consequences of well-known revolutions such as the English,
American, French and Soviet, lesser known revolutions, for example, the Japanese Meiji Restoration, the
Protestant Reformation, and Latin American revolutions will be examined.
Role of participants: Participants will each make a presentation of approximately 30 minutes followed by a
group discussion.
Resources: Strongly recommended: Crane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolution (any edition). Optional:
Hannah Arendt, On Revolution (suggested).
About the Moderator: The moderator taught college level European history for many years, and has
moderated several seminars.
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2020 Primary and Caucus Season
Presidential Election, Part 1
Course #
Format:

20SPR
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Nancy Mihevc, Jay Russell

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 27, 2020

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, room 102

Maximum number of participants:18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The presidential election in November 2020 may be the most consequential of our lifetimes. This
seminar will focus on the critical prelude to that election: the primaries and caucuses being contested from
February through May.
Description: This seminar will examine, as much as possible from objective and non-partisan perspectives,
the structure of the nominating processes, the candidates (their biographies, qualifications and experience,
their positions on the issues, how those positions may have changed over time, etc.), issues being
discussed (or ignored) by the candidates, how voters make decisions in caucuses and primary elections,
and aspects of the political process (e.g., the role and impact of news, opinion and social media, campaign
tactics, polling, campaign finance, etc.) that shape the conduct and perhaps determine the outcome of the
campaign.
Role of participants: Each participant will give a 20-25-minute presentation on a candidate, issue or aspect
of the political process and will participate during the second half of each session in a round table discussion
of campaign developments and participant responses to surveys circulated by the moderators prior to each
session.
Resources: The moderators will provide a list of resources in a handout at the Preview.
About the Moderator: Jay is a retired attorney and LIR member since 2013, is a "political junkie" who comoderated the 2016 election seminars with Chuck Gillies. Nancy owns a company that conducted political
polling at various levels and has volunteered for campaigns since 1960. Prior to becoming an entrepreneur,
she taught communication studies at UMass including seminars on political communication.
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Railroads and the American People

Course #
Format:

20SRA
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Dean Poli, Chuck Aulino

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 10:00- Noon
10 weeks, starting Feb. 26, 2020

Location:

UMass Transit Center, Amherst

Maximum number of participants:16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The Seminar will study the impact of railroads on the culture, commerce and spirit of America as
wells as the economic, military and social impact railroads have had on American society.
Description: Given the vast expanse of our country, the challenges of and obstacles to transportation were
myriad from the nation’s beginning until the vast expansion of railroads was completed in the decades
before and after the turn of the twentieth century. With this expansion came opportunities for national, even
international travel and trade at speeds never previously dreamed of. Towns and cities located around
railroad depots and junctions thrived or failed, their fates tied to the success or failure of the railroads that
served them. For many Americans, these employment opportunities meant entry into the middle class; and
to many railroaders, their career was a source of great pride. Although, for more than 100 years it was the
common belief that railroads would always be the country’s primary facility for transportation, with the advent
of the automobile, truck, bus and aircraft, the role of the iron horse was eventually eclipsed.
A small list of possible topics one can cover are famous RR lines, such as The Empire Builder, The
Broadway Limited, The Coast Starlight Line, and The California Zephyr along with special trains such as
orphan trains, and presidential funeral trains. The station agent, conductor and porter, and union stations are
other possible topics. The design of RR towns, the role of the US Post Office and Railway Express Agency
may also be included. A more detailed list will be available at the Preview.
Role of participants: Each participant will make a 30-minute presentation and then lead a 15-minute
discussion. Audio-visuals are encouraged but not required. Suggestions for topics will be provided to
participants in advance.
Resources: The primary publication has the same title as this seminar, Railroads and the American People,
by H. Roger Grant, Indiana University Press. Numerous sources for further reading appear at the end of this
book.
About the Moderators: Dean Poli has moderated or co-moderated approximately 10 LIR seminars, most
of which have dealt with history. Chuck Aulino has participated in a number of seminars over the last 3 1/2
years, many dealing with history, and has been the moderator for one and co-moderator for two others.
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Reading Shakespeare
Course #
Format:

20SRS
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Laura Price, Ruth Kosiorek

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 2:30-4:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 26, 2020

Location:

Loomis Village, So. Hadley, meeting room

Maximum number of participants: 20
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Auditors are expected to read the plays and participate in the discussions.

Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to better understand and enjoy selected Shakespeare plays
through reading aloud and discussion.
Description: We will read four plays: "Twelfth Night," one of the sunny comedies; "Henry IV, Part One,"
introducing Falstaff; "The Merchant of Venice," examining complexities of justice and mercy; "King Lear,"
often regarded as Shakespeare's greatest play. The reading for each week will be 1, 2 or 3 acts of one of
the plays. We will devote 2 weeks to each of the first three plays and 3 weeks to "Lear." The two hours of
each seminar meeting will be divided between reading aloud from the plays and discussion of the passages
read and of the play as a whole.
Prior knowledge of the plays is welcomed but not required. We expect that some members of the seminar
may be very familiar with one or more of the plays and that others may not have read them at all. This is
fine.
The seminar will consist of reading aloud and discussion. We want to learn from each other and have fun!
Role of participants: Participants will read all the plays. They will be responsible for one
session, presenting passages to be read aloud and developing questions to facilitate and focus
discussion. They will work in pairs if the seminar is fully subscribed; if it is not, some will work alone.
Resources: Any editions are acceptable. The plays are readily available at your local library and at book
stores. They are also available on line.
About the Moderators: Laura Price has been a member of LIR for 6 years, has taken many seminars and
co-moderated several. She feels she has a lot more to learn about Shakespeare.
Ruthie Kosiorek has moderated and co-moderated many seminars, including a previous Shakespeare
seminar.
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The Sensory World
Biology of sensory functions in humans and other animals
Course #
Format:

20SSW
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Gordon Wyse, Larry Ambs

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 10:00- Noon
10 weeks, starting Feb. 26, 2020

Location:

Wesley United Methodist Church, Hadley

Maximum number of participants:18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: We will study examples of sensory functions: how sensory receptors work, how sensory
information is processed in nervous systems, and behavioral and perceptional roles of sensory systems in
humans and other animals.
Description: Aristotle said, "Nothing is in the mind that did not come in through the senses." Whether or not
this is strictly true, it highlights the important roles that senses play in human and animal behavior. The
seminar will consider various sensory modalities (vision, hearing, balance, olfaction, taste, etc.), how
sensory stimuli activate receptor cells, and how sensory information is processed in nervous systems to
regulate behavior. Examples will include visual recognition, color vision, pattern recognition, hearing of
speech and music, sensory deficiencies, and the sensory basis of animal navigation.
Role of participants: Participants will research a topic and give a presentation of approx. 30 minutes on it.
They will lead discussion of their topic, as well as contribute to the discussion of other topics. A list of topics
will be available at the Preview and will be distributed to seminar members.
Resources: We will either require or recommend a recent book, Our Senses, by Rob DeSalle (2018). We
will also have a broad list of other readings.
About the Moderators: Gordon Wyse taught neurobiology and sensory physiology at UMass before
retiring eleven years ago. He has led seminars in life sciences and in history. Larry Ambs is a retired UMass
engineering professor. He has led numerous seminars on a wide variety of topics including the sciences,
history and political sciences.
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Voices from WW I
Stories and Experiences of survivors, both famous and unknown

Course #
Format:

20SVW
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Wunderley Stauder

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 10:00-Noon
8 weeks, starting Feb. 26, 2020

Location:

Smith College Lilly Hall, room 308

Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: This seminar is designed to share and discuss the war experiences and post-war careers of
survivors of World War I.
Description: This seminar is inspired by the book Famous: 1914-1918, in which two British authors tell the
stories of 24 men who survived World War I and became famous. I have expanded the list to include
Americans, Europeans and women. Many of these people left memoirs or letters, or published poems or
novels, all of which reflect the impact of the war on their lives. Some examples include: writers (Tolkien, AA
Milne); musicians (Vaughan Williams, Ravel); women (Vera Brittain, Agatha Christie); and Americans (ee
cummings, Hemingway). Available also are memoirs of lesser known people, such as women who served as
nurses or worked in factories.
Role of participants: Each participant will select a person from the moderator's list and give a 20-minute
talk which can concentrate on the war or post-war experience, or the art or literature he/she produced and
will lead a discussion on the topic.
Resources: The book Famous: 1914-1918 by Richard Van Emden and Victor Piuk, is available in
paperback. Books of relevant poetry, art, and literature as well as histories of World War I, are available in
libraries. The internet is also a resource.
About the Moderator: Wunderley Stauder has moderated a seminar before on history and literature in the
Pioneer Valley. She has been a member of LIR since 2012.
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Women Heroes of WW II
Exploring the untold stories of heroic women from the US and Europe in WWII

Course #
Format:

20SWH
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Joan Wofford

Date and Time:

Tuesday morning, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 25, 2020

Location:

Lathrop Northampton Community Room

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to identify and describe the roles played by some women in World
War Two--roles which have not received the sort of attention one would expect of such heroism. We will
also seek common themes behind their heroism.
Description: Partly because many were spies whose accomplishments were secret and not supposed to
be celebrated and partly because they were females operating unconventionally in a dangerous role, many
of the exploits of these extraordinary women have gone unexplored except in works directed toward young
women. This seminar will seek to identify and then explore and compare their stories. Additionally, it will
explore the reasons for the curious focus on young readers as opposed to an adult audience.
Role of participants: Participants will be asked to review the available literature and select a female hero
whose story they will present. They will also seek common themes about reasons for their extraordinary
heroism.
Resources: We will use as a reference Women Heroes of World War II by Kathryn J. Atwood, Chicago
Review Press, 2001, but there is no reason for everyone to buy it. A few copies (which I will supply) should
be sufficient. A reading list will be supplied in the seminar together with sample copies of the most important
volumes.
About the Moderator: Joan Wofford has moderated 2 seminars a year for the past 12 years on a wide
range of topics.
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Writing to Remember (Blue)
Writing Your Own Story
Course #
Format:

20SWRB
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Henia Lewin, Carol Jolly

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting Feb.24, 2020

Location:

Lilly Library, Florence

Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: No
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to write about your life, share your writing with seminar members,
and hear their stories.
Description: Whatever we call the form - autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history - writing
about one's life is a powerful human need. Many people want to leave behind some record of their
accomplishments, thoughts and adventures. If it's a family history it will have the added value of telling one's
children and grandchildren about their heritage.
Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One of the
saddest sentences we know is, "'I wish I had asked my mother about that'." In this seminar, you'll enjoy
writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other people's lives. The atmosphere is relaxed, but
the serious efforts of all concerned help to make this a rewarding experience for the whole group.
Role of participants: Each participant is expected to write at home about his or her life whether through
anecdotes, letters, conversations, or in full detail. During the semester everyone will be given two
opportunities to present, by reading aloud from his or her prepared texts, and to contribute to the
discussions that follow.
Resources: N/A
About the Moderators: Henia Lewin taught university courses in Hebrew and Yiddish and received a
national Covenant Award as an Outstanding Jewish Educator. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working on
her autobiography.
Carol Jolly has served on LIR committees, Council, and as an officer. After sampling a wide variety of
seminars and moderating a few, she took Writing to Remember, and looks forward to continuing to work on
her life story.
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Writing to Remember (Purple)
Finding and using our voices in personal writing
Course #
Format:

20SWRP
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Francie Borden, Cynthia Suopis

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 26, 2020

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community Library, Northampton

Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: This seminar provides motivations and support for personal writing whether for preserving
personal and family legacies, exploring one's memories, or seeking wider audience for one's writing
Description: The purple writing seminar is designed to meet the needs and desires of its participants from
acoustics and comfort to encouragement and critical feedback. The system of emailing our writing prior to
reading it assures that those who are hard of hearing or have other issues have an opportunity to get and
give the most from these shared experiences. Participants choose the content style format and genre of
their writing and direct the specific kind of feedback they desire.
Role of participants: Each participant will prepare and read several pieces of original work and offer
constructive feedback to others as requested. Participants are encouraged to voice preferences and present
new ideas for the conduct of the seminar and the pursuit of writing.
Resources: There are no required readings, but innumerable articles and books about personal writing
abound. Seminar members are encouraged to share their favorites with each other.
About the Moderators: Francie has participated in Writing to Remember seminars since joining 5CLIR and
has found each one to be unique, fun, and rewarding. Cynthia is a retired faculty member of UMass Amherst
and has a background in journalism and teaching writing to undergraduates.
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Writing to Remember (Red)
Autobiographical Writing
Course #
Format:

20SWRR
Seminar

Moderator:

Catharine Porter

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30 – 11:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 27, 2020

Location:

Grace Episcopal Church, Amherst

Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to share your life experiences with fellow participants and, at the
same time, record them for yourself and your family.
Description: Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called "Autobiographical Writing"),
Writing to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each other a little
better.
Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their children and
grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and all are welcome. The
group offers the writer feedback and, if desired, will offer suggestions for revisions and/or possible additions
as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to write; it aims, rather, to stimulate and
encourage you to continue writing your own story. Your writing can center on the events of family life, career
experiences, or anything else you would like to tell about yourself.
Role of participants: Each participant has the opportunity to read aloud two pieces of original writing
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via email), allowing more time
for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help make this a
rewarding experience for everyone.
Resources: N/A
About the Moderator: Catharine is a retired UMass faculty member from the Department of Consumer
Studies, and Ombudsperson. Catharine has moderated this seminar previously.
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2020 Winter/Spring
Activities and Ongoing Programs

Welcome to 5CLIR 2020 January/February Activities!
To register for these programs, complete the registration form(s) included in this catalog
and send with your check (made payable to Five Colleges, Inc.) to the office.
All events are open to 5CLIR members and one guest.
All payments must be received by the office at least THREE WEEKS before the event.
For theater events, please see the deadline in the listing.
Reservations are not made by phone, and are not confirmed until payment is received.
Please be sure you can attend before registering; tickets are non-refundable.
For more information about an event, or if you cannot attend an event for which you
have registered, please get in touch with the contact person listed.
We look forward to seeing you at all these events.
---The Activities Committee

Memorial Program
Date: Thursday, January 9 (snow date, Friday, January 10)
Time: 10:00 a.m. to noon
Place: Amherst College Alumni House
Cost: Free
Contact person: Ellen Kosmer (413)253-7690 or kosmer@aya.yale.edu
Join your fellow LIR members in remembering those whom we have lost during the past year.
We appreciate the many talents of these individuals who have helped make our organization so
vibrant and engaging. Refreshments will be served.

Magic Wings
Date: Wednesday, January 15 (snow date, Wednesday, January 22)
Time: 10:30
Place: 281 South Deerfield Rd. (Rte.5), South Deerfield
Cost: $12.50
Lunch: Deerfield Inn
Contact person: Honore David (413)538-4972 or honores@comcast.net
Go on a group tour of Magic Wings Butterfly Sanctuary where you can wander amongst exotic
butterflies in a garden, in the warmth of summer, and enjoy their color as they perhaps will land on
your hand! Fully accessible.

Matilda
Date: Sunday, January 19
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Place: Bowker Auditorium, University of Massachusetts
Cost: $22 adult; $18 senior or student; $12 children, age 10 and under
Contact person: Lenore Miller :(718)450-0199 or lmiller296@aol.com
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Join your grandchildren and their parents for an afternoon of musical entertainment by Amherst
Leisure Services Community Theater (ALSCT) on the UMass campus. ALSCT is known for its
annual high quality theatrical performances.
Matilda was highly successful in its long run on Broadway, winning 5 Tony awards in 2012. Based
on the novel by Roald Dahl, it tells the story of a precocious girl with special powers.

A Visit to Historic Northampton
Date: Friday, January 24
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Place: Historic Northampton.
Parking is limited on Bridge St. Sharing a ride is suggested.
Cost: $10.00 (limit 25 people)
Contact person: Karen Tatro (413) 584-7746 or pinkertontatro@yahoo.com
Historic Northampton is highlighting a new exhibit “Making it on Main Street: 400 years of History”.
The exhibit displays many of the changes on Main Street over the years. Instead of concentrating
on Northampton's famous and well-known figures, the exhibit focuses on small landowners, artists,
artisans and activists, who, over the decades have changed the face of Main Street to one of a
regular public forum for protests and activists. The exhibit is a first at the museum in its newly
refurbished space, an 800 square foot multi-purpose room.

Chena River Marblers
Date: Mon, January 27 (snow date, Tuesday, Jan. 28)
Time: 10:00 to noon
Place: Off East Hadley Road, Amherst
Cost: $15
Contact person: Sheila Klem (413)548-7045 or sfklem@comcast,net
Enjoy a workshop at Chena River Marblers where we will witness the talents of Regina and Dan
St. John as they demonstrate traditional and innovative methods of marbling...the art of capturing an
intricate pattern by applying color on a liquid surface.
We will participate and create our own one-of-a-kind paper or fabric piece resulting from the process.
Many of their products are available in their gift shop.

A Tour of the Yiddish Book Center
Date: Monday, February 10 (snow date Tuesday, February 11)
Time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Place: Yiddish Book Center (on the campus of Hampshire College),
1021 West Street, Amherst
Cost: $6.00
Lunch: On your own (Atkins Farm cafeteria is nearby)
Contact person: Faina Zilberberg (413) 727-3610 or zilbery.ma@comcast.net
Founded in 1980, the Yiddish Book Center in Amherst is dedicated to recovering, celebrating and
regenerating Yiddish and modern Jewish literature and culture. The million books recovered by the
Center represent Jews' first sustained cultural encounter with the modern world. The Yiddish Center
is the recipient of the National Medal for Museums and Libraries.

35

ONGOING PROGRAMS
To participate in an Ongoing Program, contact the facilitator. No registration form is needed.
For questions regarding accessibility, parking, guest attendance, etc. contact the program facilitator.
All events and locations noted may be subject to change.

BOOK INTEREST GROUP
Facilitator: Naomi Yanis
Day and Time: Monthly on varying Fridays, September – May
(not conflicting with Opera Prep), 2:00-4:00 PM
Location: By arrangement
This group meets once each month from September through May, from 2:00-4:00 PM, on various
Friday afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep. Responsibility for leading the discussion of each
book is rotated among the membership of the book group. The choices for the year are made early
in the summer, so some of the reading may be done when more time for reading might be available.
For information, contact: naomi1937@comcast.net 586-3399

ENCORE PRESENTATIONS & LECTURES
Day and Time: Fridays, 10:00-Noon
Location: Applewood in Amherst
Enjoy our programs reprising some outstanding, seminar presentations that members believe would
be of general interest. Occasionally we host outside speakers who discuss topics of interest to our
membership. Information about specific programs is listed in the monthly 5CLIR REPORTER and
on the website.

OPERA PREP
Facilitator: Peg Bedell
Day and Time: Fridays preceding Operas, 2:00-3:00 PM
Location: The Inn at Easthampton Lathrop, Garden Room
A series of HD video productions by the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the Hadley Cinemark
Theater on Saturday afternoons. Peg Bedell offers an introduction to each opera and the featured
performers the Friday before the opera showing. Information about the season's operas is available
from the 5CLIR website, if you go through the Programs menu option.

VIEWPOINTS
Facilitator: Jay Russell, Nancy Mihevc
Day and Time: 3rd Thursday of each month, year round, 12:30-2:00 PM
Location: UMASS/ Five College Credit Union, Rte. 9, Hadley
This is an open, informal, spontaneous discussion group, a fresh departure from the formal
presentations and discussions in our seminars. However, it does adhere to our peer-learning
mission. While preparation is not required, at each session several topics proposed by participants
are discussed – topics which may be drawn from a whole spectrum of events and trends in
society/culture, concerns over developments in public/private life, issues in the
humanities/technologies. Discussions over such matters, drawing on the spontaneity, spirit,
thoughtfulness, and good humor of its seasoned participants, are indeed enriching learning
experiences. For more information, contact Jay at j7m4russell@gmail.com.
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FRENCH CONVERSATION
Facilitator: Judith Poole
Day and Time: as per organizer
Location: Judith’s home in Northampton
This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French.
Contact Judith to register your interest in this program jpool41@msn.com 586-2190

New Upcoming Programs……
READING THE CLASSICS
Facilitator: Elizabeth Armstrong
Day and Time: TBA
Location: TBA

WRITER'S WORKSHOP
Facilitator: Chuck Hand
Day and Time: Tentatively twice a month, Sundays at 2:00
Location: TBA
The purpose of this workshop is to interactively improve the writing style of people who are working
on short stories, flash stories, non-fiction, etc. We will not be addressing poetry, as it's too different,
and prefer to leave memoirs to the memoir writing classes. Contact Chuck Hand to register your
interest in this program cbear147@gmail.com 413-225-3417
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