FIVE COLLEGE

LEARNING IN RETIREMENT

2020 FALL PROGRAMS

About Us: Five College Learning in Retirement
Histor y
The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty-five years ago at the New School for Social
Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs, such organizations
are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established of the many LLIs around the
country and one of the more autonomous.
Founded in 1988-1989, Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of Western
Massachusetts. It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by Amherst College,
Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst.

Who are Our Members?
Our members are a diverse group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields of
interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share the
knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced.

The Programs
Each spring and fall, a new set of about twenty peer-led seminars and workshops are offered, and
become the core activity of 5CLIR for most of the academic year. These classes are created and
moderated by members, and are designed for the active participation of registrants. A small set of short
seminars are often held during the summer.
In addition, we sponsor a series of presentations called Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association
program, which provides a forum open to the public to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national
experts.
Between the spring and fall sessions, we offer a number of activities like theater, concert and museum
trips. There are also special interest groups, projects, and events and several ongoing programs on a variety
of topics that allow our members to share favorite activities and interests with others.
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Greetings from the Curriculum Committee
Welcome to Current and Prospective Members,
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this
catalog of programs and seminars for the Fall 2020 term. Committee members
and seminar moderators have worked together over the past several months to develop programs
that we believe reflects our members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that
you find among these offerings something that captures your interest.
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and succeed through
participation of all enrolled members. If you are new to LIR, or a new moderator, you will find it
useful to consult the Participants and Moderators Handbooks, found on the website at
www. 5clir.org/documents; they contain comprehensive and very useful information.
The Committee is deeply grateful to the members who have volunteered to moderate the
seminars and workshops offered this fall and spring. Without their creativity and dedication, we
would not have the high quality and variety of choices that you find in these pages.
Please feel free to contact any member of the Curriculum Committee with any questions or ideas
you may have.

Members of the Curriculum Committee
Kendra Dahlquist, co-chair
Betsy Siersma, co-chair
Pam Daniels
Kip Fonsh
Katy van Geel
Tyll van Geel
Francie Borden
Chris Hurn
Emily Hurn
Dean Poli
Jim Averill
Suzette Jones
Kathy Campbell
Elly Rumelt

Term Ends
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2021
June 30, 2022
June 30, 2022
June 30, 2022
June 30, 2022
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Membership i n Five College Learning in Retirement
Our annual membership year runs from July 1st through June 30th.
One may join at any time during the year. Membership fees are not pro-rated.

TO JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Online: You may register and pay online (with Paypal) at www.5CLIR.org/membership
By Mail: Download & print the membership form at www.5CLIR.org/forms.
Make your check out to Five College, Inc. and send to:
5CLIR
18 Henshaw Ave., C2
Smith College
Northampton, MA 01063

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
Full membership.
Half-year membership, an option for new members only.
Associate Membership for former Full Members who wish to participate in Winter/Summer and
Special Programs, but not in seminars/ workshops.

Cost Type

Benefits

$250 Full Year Member

All programs and privileges

$125 Half Year (First-time member only)

Either fall or spring term seminars; all other
programs and privileges

$125 Associate Former Member

No seminars or voting rights; all other programs
and privileges

$125 Discounted Membership

For those experiencing financial hardship;
please contact the office.

THE ASSISTANCE FUND
The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to everyone.
It is funded by generous donations from fellow members.
For further information, please contact the office at 5CLIR@smith.edu
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Important Details on Registration, Schedules & Attendance
REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS
Registration for Fall 2020 courses opens on Monday, May 4, 2020.
Registrations can only be made online at www.5clir.org, or by mail, not by phone.
If you need assistance with registering online, please contact the 5CLIR office for a referral to
a member volunteer.
Membership dues must be current prior to the start of programs and seminars for which you register.
Additional information about the registration process can be found at www.5clir.org/programs

ENROLLMENT PROCESS
All registrations received at the office by Friday, May 22, 2020 will be included
in the first round of spring class assignments.
Oversubscribed seminars will be filled by random lottery of all registrations.
Those not assigned to seminars/workshops by lottery will be added to wait lists.
Registration notifications will be sent on or about June 12th.
Registrations received after the lottery will be added as space is available in requested
seminars/workshops, or added to wait lists.
Wait listed individuals will be notified when space becomes available for them.

CHANGES AND CANCELLATIONS
Changes to seminar location and schedule are made by the office.
In the event of low enrollment, a seminar may be cancelled.

ABSENCE
Members who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the moderator may
be dropped from the seminar.

WITHDRAWALS
Withdrawal notification must be made to both the moderator and the office.
Withdrawals should be made as soon as possible, so the space can be made available to another
member, and so the moderator can plan accordingly.

Before Registering, Please Note:
If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar, or more than two overall,
please talk to your moderator(s) to see whether that would be acceptable.
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SEMINAR SCHEDULES
Most seminars run for 10 weeks. Some run for fewer weeks, and start later.
Please check the listing for schedule details and dates that the class will not meet.
Seminars are usually two hours long, and are scheduled Monday through Wednesday mornings and
afternoons, and Thursday mornings. Check seminar listings for exact times.

SEMINAR LOCATIONS
Seminars are held in a variety of locations in the Pioneer Valley, at retirement communities, college
campuses, and community venues. Check course listings for location information.
All are handicapped accessible.
Accessible parking is available at all locations, unless otherwise noted.
AV equipment is available at most venues, and support is available, with advance notice.
5CLIR office also has equipment available for seminar use.

PARTICIPANT RESPONSIBILITIES
Participants should become familiar with their role and responsibilities.
The Participant’s Handbook can be found on the website at: www.5clir.org/resources/documents

SEMINAR EXPENSES
Parking passes, where needed, are provided to seminar participants at no cost.
Participants may be asked to contribute up to $5.00 to cover the cost of copies.
Books and other required supplies are purchased by the participants.

5CLIR OMBUDSMAN
Should a difficulty or situation arise in a seminar that cannot be resolved, the 5CLIR Ombudsman
may be contacted for assistance.
Contact: Anne Lombard at aslombard@comcast.net or at 413-586-7509.
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Seminar Registration Instructions
COMPLETING YOUR REGISTRATION FORM
Choose up to 6 classes, in order of preference. Class assignments are made in sequential order,
and one class per time and day. It is best to register for alternate classes in case you are ‘lotteried
out’ of a particular class.
Enter the TOTAL NUMBER of seminars YOU WISH TO ENROLL IN in the box provided.
If this box is blank, you will be assigned ONE seminar.
If you wish to co-enroll with another member, you may only register for ONE seminar together. That
seminar must be the FIRST CHOICE of both members, and BOTH members must submit
registrations by the lottery deadline. Moderators may not co-register.

‘WRITING TO REMEMBER’ MEMOIR SEMINARS
You may request more than one Writing to Remember seminar, but enrollment is limited to one per
semester, in order to accommodate as many members as possible.

REGISTRATION AS AUDITOR
Auditor status is only open to full members of 5CLIR who have participated in seminars for four or
more years and who wish to take seminars, but are unable to fulfill research and presentation
requirements, are able to register as an auditor.
Auditors may have reading or other assignments.
Registrations made as an auditor are NOT included in the lottery, and are added to seminars
following regular enrollment, with the permission of moderators, as indicated on the course
description page.
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Schedule and Location of 2020 Fall Seminars
page

course#

Seminar Title

Moderator(s)

2020 General Election
Stones and Bones

Russell, Mihevc
Rosenthal, Scott

Location

Monday Morning
18
26

20FGE
20FST

Smith College, Dewey Hall
Applewood, Amherst

Monday Afternoon
11
28
31

20FAM
20FTH
20FWRB

Ancient Mesopotamia
Thinking about Thinking
Writing to Remember (Blue)

Harvey
Borden
Lewin, Jolly

Wesley UM Church, Hadley
UMass/5C Credit Union, Hadley

Lilly Library, Florence

Tuesday Morning
14
19
21
23

20FAU
20FIM
20FML
20FPE

Author in Chief
Immigration
Making Light Visible
2020 Presidential Election

Honan
Levin, Schlobohm
Kosmer, Siersma
Entin

Loomis, So. Hadley
Rockridge, Northampton
Applewood, Amherst
Smith College Campus Center

Tuesday Afternoon
13
22
25
27

20FAR
20FPA
20FSC
20FTA

Arts of the New Deal
Pandemics and Epidemics
The Spanish Civil War
Tales of the Caribbean

Elcan, Quinn
Borson
Goldman
Neelon

Applewood, Amherst
Smith College Campus Center
Yiddish Book Center, Amherst
Smith College, Lilly Hall

Europe Before the Roman Empire
Ambs
The Future of Democracy
Campbell
The Major Novels of E.M.Forster Reitt, McKelvey
Trash
Jones

UMass Transit Center, Amherst

The Crafty Grandparent
Heckman, Belden
Writing to Remember (Purple)
Borden
The Zen of Motorcycle Maintenance
Fonsh

Amherst Womans Club
Rockridge, Northampton
Smith College, Lilly Hall

The Arts and American History
Reading the Psalms as Poetry
U.S. Immigration
Writing to Remember (Red)

Wesley UM Church, Hadley
Smith College, Lilly Hall
Smith College Campus Center
Grace Church, Amherst

Wednesday Morning
16
17
20
29

20FEB
20FFD
20FMA
20FTR

Wesley UM Church, Hadley
Rockridge, Northampton
Smith College Campus Center

Wednesday Afternoon
15
32
34

20FCG
20FWRP
20FZM

Thursday Morning
12
24
30
33

20FAP
20FRP
20FUS
20FWRR
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Wyse, Romer
Fisher
Jaffee
Porter

Ancient Mesopotamia
History and Culture
Course #
Format:

20FAM
Seminar

Moderator:

Jim Harvey

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 21

Location:

Wesley United Methodist Church, Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 17
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to become acquainted with the history and culture of the peoples
of the Tigris and Euphrates, focusing especially on their contributions to Western civilization.
Description: This seminar will explore the history, culture, art, literature, religion and technology of the
people of ancient Mesopotamia during the period from Hammurabi to Nebuchadnezzar (approximately 1800
BCE – 530 BCE).
This period in the Tigris Euphrates Valley produced the great Babylonian and Assyrian civilizations. In this
seminar we will discuss especially their contributions to Western civilization, including time measurement,
mathematics and astronomy. We will also look at documents such as the code of Hammurabi and such
events as the enslavement of the people of ancient Israel by Babylon, which produced, among other things,
the magnificent writing of II Isiah in the Hebrew Scriptures.
Role of participants: Participants will be asked to read at least one book on the topic, prepare and deliver
a 30-40minute presentation, and participate by asking questions and making relevant comments
Resources: None required. Suggested collateral reading: The Babylonians by Gwendolyn Leick (available
as a used paperback), and some internet articles, provided by the moderator.
About the Moderator: Jim Harvey has moderated over 30 seminars, and has a particular interest in history
and culture, even though his careers were in physics, computers and theology
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The Arts and American History
The panorama of American art is the panorama of American history
Course #
Format:

20FAP
Seminar

Moderators:

Betty Romer, Gordon Wyse

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 24

Location:

Wesley United Methodist Church, Hadley

Maximum number of participants:16
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to show that the arts of America serve as a lens into American life,
by studying images from various art forms as they describe subjects, events, or periods of American history.
Description: In the life of English settlers, painting began in the 17th century. Not by artists as the term
came to mean, but by artisans, often itinerant, who were painting fences, signs, or portraits of family
members; their art an extension of utilitarian tasks. What they created can still be seen as our cultural
beginnings and also as important historical documents. What they began was continued over the centuries
by painters, sculptors, architects and photographers who left us images of the time, which are part of our
historical as well as artistic heritage. These images bring us face-to-face with extraordinary people (and
ordinary people, too). Dramatic battle scenes give visual shape to the war that founded this nation and those
that came later. Paintings of everyday life reinforced popular notions of national identity and character. But
visual images that inevitably linger in our consciousness may also tell us stories that are false or misleading.
Role of participants: Each participant will choose either a subject (e.g., railroads, or farming) or a time (the
Gilded Age, or the Great Depression) and create a visual presentation of about 30 minutes. Presenters are
urged to use Power Point or similar programs. Assistance with Power Point is available if needed.
Resources: TBA
About the Moderator: Betty Romer is new to LIR but not to art history. Since retiring from Amherst
College, she has been a docent at the Springfield Art Museum for many years. Gordon Wyse is a biologist
who knows about as much about art as the average biologist. But he is curious and has led several
seminars on various topics.
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The Arts of the New Deal
Paintings, plays, music, and books
Course #
Format:

20FAR
Seminar

Moderators:

Ruth Elcan, Jim Quinn

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 22

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, Meeting Room

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: No
Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to discover and discuss writing, theater, music, and visual art
created in the U.S. with federal support during the1930s.
Description: During the Great Depression FDR's New Deal programs, especially those of the Works
Projects Administration (WPA), financially supported individual artists of all kinds as the federal government
never had before and hasn't since. Who were some of these artists and what did they produce? How did the
federal government's financial support influence their work? What is their legacy? Inevitably we'll discuss
these questions in the seminar, but our focus and members' presentations will be on the works themselves-the theatrical and the musical performances, the written works, the paintings, photography, and crafts.
Moderators will provide a list of possible topics but are likely to accept other proposals. If consistent with
members' interests, two meetings each will be devoted to visual art, music, writing, and theater.
Role of participants: Each member will give a presentation and lead the discussion afterward.
Presentations may be traditional talks or may be more imaginative, incorporating slides or film clips,
recorded music, oral presentation of scenes from a play -whatever will bring "your" artist's work alive for us,
while leaving time for member response.
Resources: Members will find works pertinent to their own topics, but an engaging overview of the WPA
arts projects can be found in American-Made: The Enduring Legacy of the WPA: When FDR Put the Nation
to Work, by Nick Taylor (especially Part V.)
About the Moderators: Jim has taken six seminars and recently chaired the Planning Board of the Senior
Symposia lecture series in Greenfield. Ruth has co-moderated two seminars and taken several others. In
their former lives the moderators were colleagues in the English department at Holyoke Community college.

13

Author in Chief
The books our presidents have written
Course #
Format:

20FAU
Seminar

Moderator:

Linda Honan

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 22

Location:

Loomis Retirement Community, So. Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 14
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2
Purpose: This seminar will study the books written by United States presidents. We will consider their
purposes in writing, and how successful they were; how attitudes to politicians’ publications have evolved;
and what effect their writings had then and subsequently.
Description: Each participant will study one book by a president. They will investigate the book’s place in
its author’s biographical story, as well as the political situation when this book was written. For example, was
the book:
1) an early product by someone anxious to become known, like Lincoln’s Political Debates of 1859 or John
F. Kennedy’s Profiles in Courage of 1956;
2) a retrospective by someone toward the end of his career, eager to present his side of recent events, like
the autobiographies of Jefferson, Adams and Theodore Roosevelt;
3) a roaring financial success, like Coolidge’s 1929 autobiography, earning half a million dollars by the time
of his death in 1933; or 4) in support of a favorite cause or explaining an unpopular decision, such as Jimmy
Carter’s Palestine: Peace, Not Apartheid.
Through these books, written by people at the center of the life of their times, we can immerse ourselves in
the cultural and political evolution of our country.
Role of participants: Each participant will choose one book by a president. They will study the place of the
book in its author’s life, what he hoped to accomplish by writing it, and will note its effect on history. They will
have 20-30 minutes for their presentation, then lead collegial discussion
Resources: The following book is required; it is available in local libraries and bookstores, as well as from
online sources: Craig Fehrman, Author in Chief: the untold story of our presidents and the books they wrote;
Avid Reader Press 2020.
About the Moderator: Linda Honan is a retired museum educator and UMass program coordinator. She
has moderated a number of seminars
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The Crafty Grandparent
Crafts you can make with your grandchildren
Course #
Format:

20FCG
Seminar

Moderators:

Christine Heckman, Betsy Belden

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, September 23

Location:

Amherst Womans Club

Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: Many of us would love to do handcrafts with the children in our lives but we have no idea where
to start. In this workshop we will explore a variety of crafts and have fun in the process!
Description: At each session the participants will make two to four non-gender-specific crafts appropriate
for a variety of ability levels. They will go home with the items they have made and complete directions for
making them with a child or children. Chris will lead many of these craft sessions, but there will be plenty of
opportunities for participants to demonstrate their own crafts.
Role of participants: Participants will be asked to assemble a crafting tool kit, and to contribute a modest
amount of money for supplies (perhaps $10 to $15). Sometimes participants will be asked to bring items
from home. Participants should dress casually and be prepared to get their hands dirty!
Resources: A list of suggestions (not requirements) will be developed, which will grow as the class
progresses, with input from participants
About the Moderators: Chris is a relative newcomer to 5CLIR, and this is her first try at leading a
workshop, but she has plenty of experience crafting with children, as an elementary school librarian, Scout
leader, Sunday school teacher, parent of three, and grandparent of five.
Betsy and her husband have enjoyed LIR seminars for more than a decade, is glad to help Chris with this
workshop, and will enjoy learning from her right along with other lucky participants.
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Europe before the Roman Empire
The spread of humans, their art and settlements in Europe before the
1st Century BCE
Course #
Format:

20FEB
Seminar

Moderator:

Larry Ambs

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, September 23

Location:

UMass Transit Center, Amherst

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: In this seminar we will investigate the peoples, art and social groups of prehistoric Europe into
the early iron age.
Description: The period we will look at occurred before written language developed so communication by
art, religion (burial practices) and megaliths was important. Many of these artifacts, villages and burial sites
have been discovered and restored. Through an examination of these materials we will try to explore the
emergence of agriculture, the development of village life and the rise of complex societies including their
religious, cultural and scientific practices. We will also try to understand the relationship between the climate,
landscape, material culture, architecture and the political organizations of these cultures that spread through
Europe.
Role of participants: Each participant will be expected to explore a topic regarding prehistoric Europe and
to prepare a 20-30-minute presentation for the seminar.
Resources: Various resources are available from the internet and libraries. Representative texts include
Europe before Rome, T. Douglas Price, 2013, Oxford Press; The Oxford Illustrated History of Prehistoric
Europe; Barry Cunliffe;2001, Oxford Press; or Handbook to Life in Prehistoric Europe, Jane McIntosh, 2006,
Infobase Publishing.
About the Moderator: Larry Ambs has been presenting 5CLIR seminars for over 10 years on topics
ranging from science to history to culture.
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The Future of Democracy
Challenges and prospects
Course #
Format:

20FFD
Seminar

Moderator:

Kathy Campbell

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Wesley United Methodist Church, Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: This seminar will explore current threats to democracy, both in the United States and around the
world, and consider means by which it might be made more resilient in the face of these threats.
Description: As the world enters the third decade of the 21st century, democracy is under stress in many
places and for many reasons. Authoritarian populism is on the rise around the globe. Poorly-paid jobs and
the "gig economy" leave citizens with less time and energy to participate in civil society. On-line echo
chambers amplify polarizing messages. Structural democratic deficits arise from winner-take-all electoral
systems and the influence of money.
Proposed reforms range from civic education to creating more opportunities and incentives for participation
to media reform. Structural changes could include holding elections on weekends, alternative electoral
systems, and direct democracy options such as referendums or participatory budgeting.
Is democracy about to be crushed under the weight of ever-increasing pressures? Or does democracy
persist precisely because democratic systems have the power to re-invent themselves?
Participants will be expected to maintain a neutral point of view with respect to current political affairs,
including the 2020 U.S. elections.
Role of participants: Participants will research and make a 20-to-30-minute presentation on a problem
and/or solution of their choice and lead discussion. The moderator will provide a list of possible topics and
resources.
Resources: How Democracy Ends, by David Runciman (2018) provides an informal overview. The
moderator will provide more extensive bibliography as well as a list of potential topics.
About the Moderator: Kathy's interest in this area comes from 25 years of being active in the League of
Women Voters and her interest in the commons, the subject of an LIR seminar that she moderated in 2016.
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2020 General Election
Presidential, congressional and state elections
Course #
Format:

20FGE
Seminar

Moderators:

Nancy Mihevc, Jay Russell

Date and Time:

Monday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 21

Location:

Smith College, Dewey Hall Common

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The seminar will examine various aspects (including the candidates, issues and tactics) of the
presidential, congressional and state campaigns leading up to election day and, after the votes are counted,
the implications of the election results.
Description: This seminar will focus, as much as possible from objective and non-partisan perspectives, on
the presidential candidates' electoral and personal strengths and weaknesses and their positions on the
issues. The seminar will also examine congressional and state elections and the consequences their
outcomes may have beginning in 2021. The seminar will also analyze (1) unfolding current events that may
significantly affect the outcome of the election, (2) factors (e.g., the state of the economy, cultural issues,
etc.) that influence or determine voters' choices, and (3) key aspects of the political process (e.g., the role of
social media) that play major roles in influencing election results.
Role of participants: Each participant will give a 20-25-minute presentation on a candidate, issue or
aspect of the political process and will participate during the second half of each session in a round table
discussion of campaign developments and participant responses to survey circulated by the moderators
prior to each session.
Resources: TBA
About the Moderators: Nancy and Jay co-moderated this spring's primary and caucus season seminar.
Jay, a retired attorney, "political junkie," and LIR member since 2013, also co-moderated the 2016 election
seminars with Chuck Gillies. Nancy owns a company that conducted political polling at various levels and
has volunteered for campaigns since 1960. Prior to becoming an entrepreneur, she taught communication
studies at UMass, including seminars on political communication.

NB: Please see page 23 for information on another election seminar.
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Immigration
Experiences and Debates
Course #
Format:

20FIM
Seminar

Moderators:

Stephanie Levin, Julie Schlobohm

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 22

Location:

Rockridge, Northampton Meeting room

Maximum number of participants: 20
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to2

Purpose: Immigration to the U.S. generates some of the country’s most controversial political debates. This
course will explore what’s behind the controversies so that each of us can make our own decisions about
the right directions for future policies.
Description: We will start by exploring the diverse experiences of immigrants to the U.S. through memoir
and fiction, as well as by looking at the immigration histories of members of the class and their families. The
reading will focus on contemporary immigrants and refugees.
Next, we’ll go on to investigate such difficult questions as what the U.S. should do about its borders, how it
should meet the needs of refugees from around the world, and whether to deport or grant amnesty to the 12
million or more “illegal” or undocumented immigrants who are already here.
We’ll read and discuss competing arguments by political scientists: some who insist that immigration limits
are necessary for the good of the country and some calling for completely open borders as the best way to
go. Time will also be available to discuss immigration issues raised by the presidential election as they
occur.
Role of participants: The emphasis in class will be on discussion rather than lectures, with participants
leading discussions about class readings and the topics that they raise.
Resources: All participants will be expected to read four sources:
1) The Displaced: Refugee Writers on Refugee Lives edited by Viet Thanh Nguyen; 2) Exit West by Mohsin
Hamid; 3) a Xeroxed compilation of short pieces on immigration policy; and 4) Open Borders: The Science
and Ethics of Immigration by Bryan Caplan and Zach Weinersmith.
About the Moderators: Stephanie Levin is a lawyer who taught at Western New England College School of
Law and Hampshire College and co-taught the Learning in Retirement seminar “Writing to Remember.”
Julie Schlobohm taught high school English in Westfield for three decades, and was a volunteer English
tutor to refugees from many countries over the years. In Learning in Retirement, she taught “Poetry
Outloud.”
NB: Please see page 30 for information on another immigration seminar.
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The Major Novels of E. M. Forster
English tradition and the challenges of modernism
Course #
Format:

20FMA
Seminar

Moderators:

Bobbie Reitt, Joan McKelvey

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Rockridge, Northampton meeting room

Maximum number of participants:18
Auditors accepted: Yes, 1 (expected to do the required reading)

Purpose: This seminar’s purpose is to enhance participants’ appreciation of Forster’s most admired novels
and deepen their understanding of his insights (in fiction and perhaps criticism) into the challenges of
emerging modernism to traditions of pre-WWI English life.
Description: Forster's novels A Room with a View, Howards End, A Passage to India, and Maurice, all
written by 1924, have enjoyed renewed popularity because of the prize-winning films of these works by
Merchant and Ivory or David Lean. The settings are Edwardian England, and the issues Forster addresses
are subtle, complex, challenging, and relevant today.
Forster (1879-1970) enjoys a solid reputation as both novelist and critic. His most famous critical work is
Aspects of the Novel. Though he wrote all his fiction before 1924, he withheld Maurice from publication until
after his death, believing its positive portrayal of homosexuality made it unpublishable during his lifetime. His
works address difficult issues confronting Western culture as it entered the modern period: the
repressiveness of the British world against the openness of cultures of the Mediterranean and the Far East,
the rising dominance of urban and suburban life, the emergence of liberal humanism, and the conflicts of
class, gender, and sexuality.
Role of participants: Participants will either 1) lead one of the reading discussions or 2) report on a
background topic of their own choosing. Moderators have prepared a list of suggested topics and are willing
to consider other relevant topics suggested by participants.
Resources: Required: Any edition of the novels A Room with a View, Howards End, Passage to India, and
Maurice. Very highly recommended: The Cambridge Companion to E. M. Forster edited by David Bradshaw.
DVDs of film adaptations are available from moderators.
About the Moderator: Bobbie Reitt, retired book editor, has been in LIR since 2003 and has led more than
a dozen seminars on literature and history. Joan McKelvey is a retired social worker who practiced family
therapy for 32 years and has co-moderated previous seminars.
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Making Light Visible
Course #
Format:

20FML
Seminar

Moderators:

Ellen Kosmer, Betsy Siersma

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 22

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, meeting room

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: Light is everywhere around us, making the world visible. Rather than delving into the science of
light, we will examine our experience of light and how visual artists make us aware of our experiences
through their vision.
Description: In this seminar we examine transformations of light from early Christian mosaics and
medieval stained glass to the California light and space installations of the 1960s. The stained-glass
windows of Ste Chapelle in Paris dematerialize its delicate architecture, transforming it into an envelope of
colored light; whereas the small, colored glass windows of Corbusier’s Ronchamp Chapel allow a dim,
slanted light into its interior emphasizing the weight of its thick concrete walls. Caravaggio creates dramas
out of piercing light and dark shadows. Claude Monet creates paintings, almost abstractions, shimmering
with light and reflection, capturing light as it changes throughout the day. We will look at contemporary
artists James Turrell, Robert Irwin, Jenny Holzer, Dan Flavin and others who take light they create as the
subject of their work. In short, we will discover how artists have dealt with light as spiritual or divine, as
medium, subject, as reflected, painted, projected or modeled.
Role of participants: Participants will read the assigned book, research and present a topic for
approximately 20 minutes and lead a discussion on their own presentation.
Resources: Bruce Watson, Light: A Radiant History from Creation to the Quantum Age, 2016, Levellers
Press, Amherst, MA.
About the Moderators: Ellen Kosmer is an art historian and an artist. Betsy Siersma was a curator of
modern and contemporary art.

21

Pandemics and Epidemics
Old and new diseases In our global world
Course #
Format:

20FPA
Seminar

Moderator:

Rachel Borson

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 22

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, CC102

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: As we read updates about the spreading of COVID-19 (a coronavirus), anxiety is high.
Understanding how diseases become epidemics and pandemics is key to understanding and taking action
to minimize the impact of infectious diseases worldwide.
Description: There are a number of illustrative epidemics that seminar participants will research and
present as a way to understand the social, economic, medical and political forces underlying epidemics.
From each disease that we explore, commonalities will emerge that will help us understand the larger forces
at play. No specific medical knowledge is necessary to understand how diseases such as cholera, influenza
or SARS could become major threats to the world's population. Introductory talks will focus on the role of
epidemiology and government in the management of epidemics. We will consider the following questions
generally and specifically:
- Why and how do epidemics start?
- How do epidemics end?
- How do we understand the mathematics of epidemics?
- What is the difference between pandemics and epidemics?
What is the impact of epidemics on the socioeconomic forces affecting humankind? We will also consider
ways of understanding epidemics, e.g., via literature, film and other media.
Role of participants: Each participant will choose a topic, such as a specific epidemic, to research and
present to the group. Guided discussion will focus on commonalities and lessons learned from each episode.
A list of suggested topics including literature and film will be available at www.5CLIR.org.
Resources: The following books are recommended, not required; they are available in local libraries, area
bookstores and online. Pandemic by Sonia Shah (non-fiction); Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel
(fiction). The following film is recommended and available at the library or for streaming: Contagion directed
by Steven Soderbergh..
About the Moderator: The moderator is a retired physician (not an expert on infectious disease) who
enjoys detective stories, medical history and current affairs. This seminar will be her second experience as
moderator.
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2020 Presidential Election
Observing and Analyzing How America is Electing its Next President
Course #
Format:

20FPE
Seminar

Moderator:

David Entin

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 22

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, CC102

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: Many of us are following with great interest and even some anxiety the 2020 campaign for
President. This seminar will involve participants in observing, analyzing, and reporting on the campaigns and
results.
Description: Participants will choose to present on relevant topics from a list of around twenty available
from the moderator, or select one of their own choosing with approval of the moderator. Two presentations
of approximately twenty to thirty minutes will be scheduled each week, with discussion following the topic.
Topics will range from campaign staff and strategy and key domestic and foreign policy differences between
the candidates. Additional topics may include the roles of geography, social class and ethnicity in the
outcome. Finally, we will analyze the results.
Role of participants: Participants will be asked to follow the election closely and to prepare a presentation
of twenty to thirty minutes on a relevant topic. Time will be reserved in each session for discussion and
sharing of ideas and observations.
Resources: Common media such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, and other media with
insight into the election.
About the Moderator: David Entin has been a member of 5CLIR for around a decade and moderated a
previous seminar on "Inequality." The first part of his career was in civil rights and anti-poverty work and the
second half in higher education administration.

NB: Please see page 18 for information on another election seminar.
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Reading the Psalms as Poetry
How they affect us today
Course #
Format:

20FRP
Seminar

Moderator:

Gene Fisher

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 24

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall, 308

Maximum number of participants:16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: This seminar seeks to develop an appreciation of the poetry and the existential meaning of the
Psalms of the Hebrew Bible applied to the problems and conflicts of our time.
Description: Psalms will be grouped by type (e.g., lament, imprecation, trust, praise). Members will select
a group and lead a discussion of one or more of the psalms in the chosen group. The discussion of each
Psalm will focus on its poetic features (parallelism, meter, etc.) and the Psalm’s application to problems and
conflicts in our own lives and times.
Role of participants: Members will prepare for each session by reading Psalms in the group they chose.
They will use, primarily, Robert Alter’s translation and commentary but may consult other translations and
commentaries as well. Discussants will prepare one or two pages of comments to pass out at the
discussion session they lead.
Resources: Required: Robert Alter, The Book of Psalms: A Translation with Commentary. Several other
books on the psalms are helpful for interpretation, but cannot substitute for Alter's translation when reciting
the psalms at the different sessions. Supplemental books include C.S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms;
Walter Brueggemann, Spirituality of the Psalms; Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible.
About the Moderator: I am a professor emeritus of sociology at the University of Massachusetts, have
been a member of LIR for three years, and have moderated three seminars on Islamic terrorism, the
Imperial Presidency, and the Constitution.
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The Spanish Civil War
The clash of fascism, communism, and idealism
Course #
Format:

20FSC
Seminar

Moderator:

Gerald Goldman

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 22

Location:

Yiddish Book Center, Amherst

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The seminar will examine the origins, conduct and aftermath of the Spanish Civil War including
the entry of fascist and Communist forces, Franco's leadership during and after the war, and the search for
justice and closure today.
Description: The Spanish Civil War has never truly ended. Today, 45 years after the death of Franco and
more than 80 years after the end of the republic the war goes on with charges and counter charges,
exhumations of mass graves, TV documentaries, movies, and most recently the removal of Franco's
remains from the gigantic mausoleum he built for himself to a family grave. Almost as many books have
been written about this war as have been written about the Second World War. This was a war that actively
involved Germany, Italy and the USSR, as well as the neutral countries of Great Britain, France and the
United States. The war also brought to Spain volunteers from Europe and the United States who fought as
part of the International Brigades. Our seminar will begin with an overview of Spanish history, then focus on
the issues and events that brought on the war, its course, and its aftermath.
Role of participants: Participants will choose a topic from a list provided by the moderator and prepare a
presentation of approximately 30 minutes followed by a discussion. Included among the topics will be a
report on Picasso's mural Guernica and Hemingway's For Whom the Bell Tolls.
Resources: Required reading: The Spanish Civil War: Reaction, Revolution and Revenge (revised and
expanded edition), W.W. Norton & Company, 2006, by Paul Preston.
About the Moderator: The moderator is a regular traveler to Spain who has had numerous discussions
with Spaniards of all persuasions about the war's causes and excesses.
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Stones and Bones
Key fossils and the people who discovered them tell the story of life on Earth
Course #
Format:

20FST
Seminar

Moderators:

Dottie Rosenthal, Jim Scott

Date and Time:

Monday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 21

Location:

Applewood in Amherst, meeting room

Maximum number of participants: 18
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to learn the history of life on Earth through fossils that represent
important landmarks in the evolution of life and to learn of the people who made those fossils famous.
Description: We will focus on key fossils that represent important landmarks in the history of life on Earth,
and the person closely associated with the discovery of each of the fossils. The fossils reveal an amazing
story of biological diversity and adaptation to changing environmental conditions. As we take up our
examples in the order in which they appear in the fossil record, we will learn about how major groups of
organisms evolved and the basic process that led to the evolution of the species we have today. We will
begin with stromatolites, structures built by microscopic algae, that are among the first indications of life, and
end the story with Otzi, the "Ice Man," who lived between 3400 and 3100 BCE, and whose frozen body was
found in 1991. Along the way, we will learn about the first land plants, fish that walked, ancient aquatic
reptiles, an extinct giant rhinoceros, and "Lucy," an early human.
Role of participants: Participants will select a topic from a list provided by the moderators and make a
presentation on the topic. Examples of topics are “Marine Reptiles and Mary Anning”; “Archaeopteryx and
Charles Darwin”; and “Otzi: The Ice Man and Martin Sikora”.
Resources: This seminar was inspired by the book, The Story of Life in 25 Fossils by Donald R. Prothero
(2015). Every fossil in the book tells a story, not only of the history of life on Earth, but of the discovery of the
fossils and of the people behind their discovery and interpretation.
About the Moderators: Dorothy Rosenthal has been a member of Five College Learning in Retirement
since 1999 and has moderated or co-moderated over two dozen seminars, mostly related to biology. Comoderator Jim Scott, formerly a teacher of sciences, has been active in 5CLIR for two decades as a
participant and moderator of seminars, mainly in science and history.
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Tales of the Caribbean
Paradise, slavery, sugar and the wind
Course #
Format:

20FTA
Seminar

Moderator:

David Neelon

Date and Time:

Tuesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 22

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall, 308

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: Join us to go beyond your memories of that vacation in paradise to explore the complexity of our
neighboring islands. We'll look at cultural, natural, historic, and economic features from the earliest times to
the 20th Century.
Description: Your interests will guide our seminar curriculum. The list of suggested topics for participant
presentations already numbers nearly forty, and you may add your own. We'll study how natural forces
shape the Caribbean island chain, the unique features of individual islands and groups, the exploration,
colonization, and mercantile development of the islands by competing European monarchies, the place and
practice of African slavery in the sugar plantation economy, along with its legacy of sub-cultures, languages,
arts, music, spirituality, and revolutionary politics. We'll look at the naval significance of the islands from
the18th to the 20th Century. We can study the economic history of rum, the effects of ocean warming on
coral ecosystems, and tell the sailing yarns of modern yachtsmen. We can learn the dynamics of hurricanes,
earthquakes, and the volcanoes that are making new islands even as we speak. Bring your ideas and
curiosity about this fascinating part of the world.
Role of participants: Participants will receive reading lists and suggested presentation topics well before
the beginning of term. Each participant will choose and discuss presentation topics with the moderator, who
will suggest resources and schedule presentations early enough for you to begin your research. Presenters
will assist in leading group discussion.
Resources: Read either: From Columbus to Castro, the History of the Caribbean, Eric Williams,
Vintage/Random House or Freedom Roots, Histories from the Caribbean, DuBois and Turits, University of
North Carolina Press.
Other suggestions include: The Black Jacobins, Toussaint; L'Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution,
second edition, C.L.R. James, Vintage/Random House; The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories,
Brown/ Wickhams, eds. Oxford Univ. Press.
About the Moderator: In LIR, I've moderated seminars on Andrea Barrett's fiction, the Mississippi Flood of
1927; and participated in literature, history and writing seminars. Published work includes a biography of the
17th C. Quaker, James Nayler. Turi MacCombie and I have written and produced four original plays since
our recent marriage. Before that I sailed and lived aboard my boat, “Unity”, in the Caribbean islands for parts
of the last twenty years.
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Thinking About Thinking
The how, what, and why of thinking
Course #
Format:

20FTH
Seminar

Moderator:

Francie Borden

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 21

Location:

UMass/5 College Credit Union, Hadley

Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to explore through research and practice a deeper understanding
of the practice of thinking: its implications for decision making and education; its structures and varieties;
and how it can be manipulated or improved.
Description: Since the Enlightenment, we have prided ourselves on our unique and rational brains and
their capacity for improving our world and our lives. Recently, through the research of Kahneman Tversky
and others and the evidence of the current state of political discourse in the US and elsewhere, that
confidence in our rationality has been challenged. This seminar will look at suggestions for improving
thinking from Plato to the present, consider whether and how we can avoid bias, and perhaps speculate
about the relationship between AI and human brains. Possible topics also include the role of language in
thinking, whether thinking is hierarchical, different kinds of thinking, and others of your choosing.
Role of participants: Participants will choose an area of interest, either to make a presentation, lead a
discussion based on a short reading, or present an activity that demonstrates or expands our thinking or
understanding of it.
Resources: Participants should familiarize themselves with Daniel Kahneman's Thinking Fast and Slow
and/or Dan Ariely's Predictably Irrational. The Hidden Brain podcasts on NPR offer a variety of relevant
topics. All participants are asked to take one or more of the Implicit Bias tests at
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/ prior to the first session.
About the Moderator: I have been an educator fascinated by how we think all my life.
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Trash
The local, national and global issues
Course #
Format:

20FTR
Seminar

Moderator:

Tom Jones

Date and Time:

W ednesday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, 003

Maximum number of participants: 15
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2

Purpose: This seminar will have two purposes. First, we will research and discuss national and global
issues around solid waste management. Second, we will become familiar with local solid waste
management issues and relate them to broader global and national issues.
Description: What is the future of recycling? Are we running out of landfill space? Is Zero Waste possible?
This seminar will focus on national and global solid waste (i.e. garbage) issues, for example, the status of
global recycling markets, current disposal technologies, waste disposal, and pollution. Local issues such as
plastics bans, the costs of recycling, and waste reduction initiatives will be addressed by outside speakers,
who will welcome questions from and discussions with participants.
Role of participants: Each participant will make a 30-minute presentation on some aspect of solid waste
management followed by a 30-minute question and discussion period. I will provide a list of possible topics.
Participants will be expected to contribute to discussions.
Resources: The moderator will provide an annotated bibliography for the participants. The participants will
be asked to read several short articles the moderator will provide, and read at least one book from the
bibliography.
About the Moderator: For twenty years, I worked for an engineering firm as a solid waste management
consultant. In this role I helped several states develop their solid waste management plans, conducted
waste composition studies, and analyzed the feasibility of proposed landfills and recycling facilities.
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U.S. Immigration
A legal/historical/comparative approach
Course #
Format:

20FUS
Seminar

Moderator:

Bennett Jaffee

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30-11:30
10 weeks, starting September 24

Location:

Smith College Campus Center, CC102

Maximum number of participants: 16
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to2

Purpose: The purpose of the seminar is to give participants an understanding of the current U.S.
immigration system, how it evolved and what the future might hold.
Description: Immigration will be a hot button topic in the upcoming Presidential election, but in fact has
been controversial since the 1850s. It has been a major theme in U.S. history, from the founding to the
present.
What is the structure of the current immigration system? How does it operate? How did we end up with this
system? Why has it been so
controversial? The moderator will present an overview of the system based on his twenty years' experience
as a former immigration attorney. This will include the historical background and a discussion of key
concepts such as asylum, lawful permanent residency, removal (deportation), visas and the court system.
He will provide a brief introduction to the different immigration systems of Canada, Australia and the
European Union.
Role of participants: Participants will further investigate specific aspects of the current U.S. system or
choose to present on subjects from the history of U.S. immigration, such as the Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882 and the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act. Topics on the Canadian, Australian or EU systems are
also welcome.
Resources: The websites of The American Immigration Lawyers' Association, U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services, and the Immigration and Ethnic History Society are important.
American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction by David Gerber is recommended.
An annotated bibliography will be provided
About the Moderator: Ben Jaffee is a recent transplant to the Pioneer Valley. Previously, he worked as an
immigration attorney for twenty years at a legal aid office in Brockton, MA.

NB: Please see page 19 for information on another immigration seminar.
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Writing to Remember (Blue)
Writing Your Own Story
Course #
Format:

20FWRB
Seminar

Moderator(s):

Henia Lewin, Carol Jolly

Date and Time:

Monday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 21

Location:

Lilly Library, Florence

Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: No
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to write about your life, share your writing with seminar members,
and hear their stories.
Description: Whatever we call the form - autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history - writing
about one's life is a powerful human need. Many people want to leave behind some record of their
accomplishments, thoughts and adventures. If it's a family history it will have the added value of telling one's
children and grandchildren about their heritage.
Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One of the
saddest sentences we know is, "'I wish I had asked my mother about that'." In this seminar, you'll enjoy
writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other people's lives. The atmosphere is relaxed, but
the serious efforts of all concerned help to make this a rewarding experience for the whole group.
Role of participants: Each participant is expected to write at home about his or her life whether through
anecdotes, letters, conversations, or in full detail. During the semester everyone will be given two
opportunities to present, by reading aloud from his or her prepared texts, and to contribute to the
discussions that follow.
Resources: N/A
About the Moderators: Henia Lewin taught university courses in Hebrew and Yiddish and received a
national Covenant Award as an Outstanding Jewish Educator. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working on
her autobiography.
Carol Jolly has served on LIR committees, Council, and as an officer. After sampling a wide variety of
seminars and moderating a few, she took Writing to Remember, and looks forward to continuing to work on
her life story.
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Writing to Remember (Purple)
Finding and using our voices in personal writing
Course #
Format:

20FWRP
Seminar

Moderator:

Francie Borden

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Rockridge Retirement Community Library, Northampton

Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: This seminar provides motivations and support for personal writing whether for preserving
personal and family legacies, exploring one's memories, or seeking wider audience for one's writing
Description: The purple writing seminar is designed to meet the needs and desires of its participants from
acoustics and comfort to encouragement and critical feedback. The system of emailing our writing prior to
reading it assures that those who are hard of hearing or have other issues have an opportunity to get and
give the most from these shared experiences. Participants choose the content style format and genre of
their writing and direct the specific kind of feedback they desire.
Role of participants: Each participant will prepare and read several pieces of original work and offer
constructive feedback to others as requested. Participants are encouraged to voice preferences and present
new ideas for the conduct of the seminar and the pursuit of writing.
Resources: There are no required readings, but innumerable articles and books about personal writing
abound. Seminar members are encouraged to share their favorites with each other.
About the Moderators: Francie has participated in Writing to Remember seminars since joining 5CLIR and
has found each one to be unique, fun, and rewarding.
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Writing to Remember (Red)
Autobiographical Writing
Course #
Format:

20FWRR
Seminar

Moderators:

Catharine Porter, Trish Callard

Date and Time:

Thursday, 9:30 – 11:30
10 weeks, starting Feb. 27, 2020

Location:

Grace Episcopal Church, Amherst

Maximum number of participants: 12
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to share your life experiences with fellow participants and, at the
same time, record them for yourself and your family.
Description: Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called "Autobiographical Writing"),
Writing to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each other a little
better.
Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their children and
grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and all are welcome. The
group offers the writer feedback and, if desired, will offer suggestions for revisions and/or possible additions
as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to write; it aims, rather, to stimulate and
encourage you to continue writing your own story. Your writing can center on the events of family life, career
experiences, or anything else you would like to tell about yourself.
Role of participants: Each participant has the opportunity to read aloud two pieces of original writing
during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via email), allowing more time
for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help make this a
rewarding experience for everyone.
Resources: N/A
About the Moderator: Catharine is a retired UMass faculty member from the Department of Consumer
Studies, and Ombudsperson. Catharine has moderated this seminar previously. Trish Callard is the comoderator of the Writing to Remember (Red) group. She was a moderator of the second Writing to
Remember (Red) group when there was a long waiting list, and moderated an earlier seminar with Fred
Bogin on early childhood development. She has led Writing Workshops for teachers and taught writing in
schools for many years, and is excited to be able to develop her own writing and share memoirs with famil
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The Zen of Motorcycle Maintenance
Pursuing the meaning of life
Course #
Format:

20FZM
Seminar

Moderator:

Kip Fonsh

Date and Time:

Wednesday, 1:30-3:30
10 weeks, starting September 23

Location:

Smith College, Lilly Hall room 308

Maximum number of participants: 10
Auditors accepted: No

Purpose: The seminar will examine Robert Pirsig's Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance: An Inquiry
into Values and Life.
Description: Through reading the main text, group discussions, individual presentations and readings from
the book, participants will engage in a critical analysis of the main themes, and philosophical concepts
especially: the meaning of life; how to best live life; quality of life and questions of why we exist; mental
illness; spirituality; and the integration of science and humanism.
Role of participants: Participants will be responsible for presenting a review of chapters from the book and
leading a 20- to 30-minute discussion of the central themes of those chapters.
Resources: The resource for the seminar is the book Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, Robert
Pirsig. Participants may choose to consult other resources.
About the Moderator: Kip is a retired social studies teacher, an assistant curator at the Basketball Hall of
Fame, and a Director of Education at Hampshire County Jail and House of Corrections.
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