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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Dear LIR Members, 
 
Usually by the time May arrives, we are convinced that the cold weather 
has passed us by and we are all looking forward to the spring and 
summer when we can enjoy the outdoors.  Obviously, this year is 
different and I hope that all of you are staying safe. 
 
While we always hope that activities will return to normal, we are fully 
aware that that this may not be the case by the time the seminars begin 
in September.  We have always tried to communicate regularly to keep 
members informed of any updates that could affect LIR.  While we have 
been fixated on the current situation, we have not spent enough time in communicating plans for 
the fall if the COVID-19 situation remains the same.  I want to assure you that contingency 
planning is on-going.  I also understand that many of you would be reluctant to register for any 
seminar if you don’t know what the status will be in the fall. 
 
We are contacting all moderators to determine what they would prefer if we are still restricted by 
the time the seminars begin:  

 Use the ZOOM platform 

 Learn how to use ZOOM during the summer months, if they are not comfortable with it 

 Postpone their seminar until Spring of 2021 

 Cancel the seminar altogether or postpone it for another semester in the future. 
Once we have those results, we will communicate that to you, so that you can make your own 
informed decisions. 
 
We will also be in contact with all seminar locations during the summer to understand what their 
policies will be in the fall and how that will affect us.  We will also ensure that the locations will 
be totally safe for our members.  
 
There are several policy decisions that will need to be made by Council concerning the impact 
to the membership and ways to move forward.  Our next meeting will be on May 14th.  We will 
communicate those decisions as soon as possible afterwards.  We will surely keep you all up to 
date with any decisions and changes during the summer. 
 
We are a volunteer organization that needs every members' support during this time. New ideas 
and “thinking out of the box” will always be welcomed and appreciated.  Please get in contact 
with us for your thoughts.  With your help and understanding, LIR will continue to be the 
dynamic and rewarding organization it has always been. 
 
Please be well and stay safe. 
 
Jake   
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FALL SEMINAR REGISTRATION  

 

 
 

Fall Seminar registration is open now, at: 

www.5clir.org/ 2020-fall-seminars/ 
 
Registration is ONLINE ONLY for this season, as the physical office is closed. 
 
If you require a bit of help filling in the registration form online,  
we have volunteers to assist you. 
 
If your last name begins with the letters  
 

A-G, contact Bob Cohen at racprint@comcast.net or 413-265-5123 
 
H-O contact Jim Perot at jperot38@gmail.com or 413-549-3502 
 
P-Z contact Terry Rosenfeld at tmrosenfeld@yahoo.com or 413-538-4451 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2020-2021 
 
It’s that time of year – time to renew. It’s easy to renew online at: 

www.5CLIR.ORG/Join 
 
and we’ve waived the previous charge for online registration – it now is the same as by 
mail. If you would prefer to send a check, you can print a membership for. 

mailto:racprint@comcast.net
mailto:jperot38@gmail.com
mailto:tmrosenfeld@yahoo.com
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PROFILES IN RETIREMENT:  Tyll van Geel 
 

  
 
What brought you to our “happy valley”? 
 
As much as we appreciated Rochester, NY as a place to live and raise our two children, 
Alix and Tap, upon nearing retirement we cast about for another location without 100 
inches of lake-effect snow and endless clouds. Amherst popped up in various 
publications about desirable retirement locations, and the deal was sealed after multiple 
visits, and when it became clear that Alix and Tap would permanently settle in the 
Boston area.  
 
How’s retirement working out for you? (surprises? regrets?) 
 
Awesomely. The stars have been aligned for us. All of what we had hoped for in the 
area as described in the retirement guides has been borne out. But one truly 
unexpected gift was 5CLIR, which we first discovered from a brochure we picked up in 
the chamber of commerce. I would not be surprised if research would establish that 
5CLIR is a significant factor in not just the happiness of its members, but also their good 
health and longevity. Being nearer to our children’s families has worked well, and given 
us an excuse to make many visits to Flayvors. Of great importance to me has been the 
chance, for over a dozen years, to serve as a S.H.I.N.E. counselor.  
 
One Regret. While Amherst enjoys far fewer feet of snow than does Rochester, it has 
that lovely concoction called a “wintry mix.” This we did not anticipate. 
 
What are you reading lately? 
 
Books on history, law, photography, art history, and Nero Wolfe mysteries are on the 
table next to an easy chair. More specifically: J.H. Baker, An Introduction to English 
Legal History; Bruce Cannon Gibney, The Nonsense Factory; Rex Stout, Seven 
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Complete Nero Wolfe Novels, and lovely publications about Alfred Sisley and Stephen 
Shore. Prior to the onset of COVID-19 I had also started to read Giovanni Boccaccio’s 
The Decameron (in translation). Ironically, it has turned out to be appropriate reading 
over these past few weeks.  
 
What kinds of seminars have you most enjoyed? (and why?) 
 
It seems I’ve been boringly consistent with my reading habits in the seminars I’ve 
moderated and taken, namely, history, and law. All great fun. Occasionally I’ve added to 
the mix a literature-based seminar; and recently a seminar on elementary and 
secondary education. Then there was a seminar on old-time radio through which I had a 
chance to delve into the history of my favorite childhood radio show, The Lone Ranger, 
and make my presentation wearing a white hat, black mask, and red bandana. I had 
hoped that at the conclusion of my presentation there would be murmurs in the room 
asking “who was that masked presenter?”  
 
What’s on your bucket list? 

 
First the fundamentals: I hope to live long enough to see our children and grandchildren 
flourish given the multiple threats the next generation faces; and I hope we continue to 
enjoy in good health the extraordinary marriage Katy and I have been blessed with over 
the past 55 years.  
 
My bucket list includes (1) Perfecting and improving my photography. I like to 
photograph ordinary things (a street, a lunch counter), and make that image somehow 
meaningful; (2) Develop a new world-class loaf of bread; and (3) I’d like to get my brain 
around a new way of capturing the essence of American law that generates new 
insights. 
 
Up to five people/characters, who would you like to imagine around your dinner table? 
 
Two guests I would like to entertain together would be Thomas Jefferson and Franklin 
D. Roosevelt so that the two of them could chat about Jeffersonian principles and the 
New Deal. On another evening it would be fascinating to bring together Orson Welles, 
Alfred Hitchcock and Martin Scorsese.  
 
What else would you like us to know about you?  
 
I’m a huge movie fan, especially of Hitchcock films, so much so that I’m inclined to think 
that movies contend with, say, architecture, for the position of the pre-eminent art form 
of the 20th century. My favorite novels are Joyce’s Ulysses and Fitzgerald’s The Great 
Gatsby.  
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TASTY TIDBITS 
 

Boudin 
 

 
 
 
In rural Southwest Louisiana, we stopped at a gas station attached to a small grocery 
store selling boudin, a sausage-like Cajun food found nowhere else.  
 
“This we’ve got to try,” said I. But which kind? Two were offered.  One was a sausage 
casing stuffed with spicy crawfish and rice. The other was traditional pork, pork liver and 
rice similarly stuffed.  
 
The young woman behind the counter said her grandmother only made the pork version 
but she didn’t like the heavy liver flavor and so recommended the crawfish BOO-dan, 
which she wrapped up for us. Boudin is eaten by using your teeth to scrape out the 
innards of the casing into your mouth. It can be messy.  
 
But we found it quite unique and wonderful, even if not to everyone’s liking.     
 
 

-  David Whitney 
  

Share your food dreams or memories with us all, limiting your missive to 100-150 
words, please. Email your submission by the 15th of the preceding month to Linda 
Honan at honan@umass.edu, writing “Tasty Tidbit” in the subject line. 
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100 WORDS (or so…) 
 

Good Advice 
 

At 24, I was asked by a family friend to manage the electronics department in 
one of his retail stores.  I jumped at the chance. 
 
Dick M. was my store manager.  In his mid-50’s, he was a rarity in a boss:  
gentle, supportive, and deeply protective of his employees.  We all loved him. 
 
I thought of Dick as a mentor, and tried to absorb some of his wisdom.  
Nonetheless, after a year it was time to move on, so I gave my notice. 
 
In our last conversation, Dick said to me, by way of closure, “Get out of retail 
while you’re still young”.  I did.  It was the best advice anyone has ever given me. 

 
-  Robert Cohen 

 
In "100 words (or so)", we will be publishing short personal anecdotes or personal reflections of 
fellow LIR members. We welcome your contributions. If you have a short piece of "100 words 
(or so)" that you would be willing to share through the newsletter, please email it to Lucy 
Greenburg at lgreen0904@gmail.com. 

 
 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES NOTE 
 
The Activities Committee has decided that due to the uncertainty of our trips occurring this 
summer we will not offer any that require the use of a bus.  
 
If it becomes possible, we will offer visits to some local sights which are within driving 
distance…. But it seems less likely than a month ago. 
Planning these events has been difficult since we have been unable to speak to anyone at the 
sites. Who knows if and when they will be open this summer.  
 
Our idea is to offer the following destinations:  

 Guided tour of Emily Dickinson museum 

 Lyra music festival concert featuring cellist Sarah Rommel with pianist Amy Wan 

 Coolidge Room, Forbes Library, talk and discussion 

 Hitchcock Center talk and tour 

 Quabbin Reservoir talk and walk 
As soon as we get word about when these places will be open, we will immediately send details 
such as dates, cost, location and driving directions.  
Hope you will join us. It will be wonderful to be out of isolation. 
 
 --- Mary Franks and Karen Tatro, Co-Chairs Activities Committee 

mailto:lgreen0904@gmail.com
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TECH ASSISTANCE: Help is Available! 
 
The Technology Committee is pleased to announce that it will offer one-on-one 
assistance to members of 5CLIR who have questions regarding a range of digital 
devices and selected software. Should you need tech help, please email the appropriate 
Tech Committee member for assistance with the type of device or software that 
concerns you. Note that while we will attempt to satisfactorily solve your problem, we 
cannot guarantee a solution. 

 
 

Apple/Mac OS:  Kathy Campbell ksmithcamp@post.harvard.edu 
Gordon Wyse gwyse@bio.umass.edu 

 
Windows XP:  Dean Poli  poli@ecs.umass.edu 

 
Windows 7:   Jim Scott  nmscott@spanport.umass.edu 

 
Windows 8 - 10:  Larry Ambs  ambs@umass.edu 

 
Linux OS :  John Armstrong johna.armstrong@comcast.net 

 
Android Cell Phones: Larry Ambs  ambs@umass.edu 

 
iPhones:   Gordon Wyse gwyse@bio.umass.edu 

Jim Scott  nmscott@spanport.umass.edu 
 

iPad:    Jim Scott  nmscott@spanport.umass.edu 
 
Word:    Bobbie Reitt  redits@comcast.net 

about:blank
mailto:gwyse@bio.umass.edu
mailto:poli@ecs.umass.edu
mailto:nmscott@spanport.umass.edu
mailto:ambs@umass.edu
mailto:johna.armstrong@comcast.net
about:blank
mailto:gwyse@bio.umass.edu
mailto:nmscott@spanport.umass.edu
mailto:nmscott@spanport.umass.edu
mailto:redits@comcast.net
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5CLIR COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

Please refer to your member directory for contact information. Directories are  
sent periodically, and you may request one from the office at any time. 

 
 
Council Members 

 
President 

 
Jake Greenburg  

 Vice President Nancy Denig 
 Treasurer Nancy Mihevc 

 Asst. Treasurer Robert Cohen 

 Secretary Bev von Kries 

 Past President Ellen Kosmer 

 At Large Linda Honan 

 

 

Jay Russell 

 

 

Terry Rosenfeld  

 
 

Pat Jorzak 

 
 

Margaret Russell 

 
 

Gene Fisher 

 
 

Laura Price 

 
 

Kip Fonsh 

 
 

James Lee 

 5C Liason Larry Ambs  

 Ombudsperson Anne Lombard 

 Historian Sara Wright 

   

Committee Chairs Activities Mary Franks, Karen Tatro 

 Curriculum Betsy Siersma, Kendra Dahlquist 

 Finance Nancy Mihevc 

 Great Decisions Rich Parrish 

 Member Events Brigid Glackin, Catharine Porter 

 Membership & Outreach Wendy Parrish, Pat Jorczak 

 Nominating Margaret Russell 

 Ongoing Programs Wendy Parrish, Norma Johnson 

 Projects & Events Ellen Kosmer 

 Technology Gordon Wyse 
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5CLIR CALENDAR  
     
 
March              6 Deadline for fall 2020 seminar proposals 
        5 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
        5 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
       12 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc.  

**** ALL IN-PERSON PROGRAM MEETINGS  
CANCELED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SEMESTER 

 
April        2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:15, (Online) 
      16 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, (Online) 
      30 Last day of spring seminars   
 
May        2-4 Annual Meeting Online          

      4   Registration Opens for Summer & Fall Programs (Online) 
              7 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:15, (Online)      
          14 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, (Online) 
      22   Registration deadline for inclusion in fall 2020 seminar lottery  
 
June         4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:15, (Online) 
         4 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, (Online) 
       11 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, (Online) 
       30  End of Membership Year – Renewals due 
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