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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear LIR members, 
 

Dog Days hardly seem like an auspicious time to begin anew.  Here we 

are, nonetheless, withstanding August heat as well as 2020’s scourge of 

COVID to carry on LIR’s work “where (our brochure tells us) learning and 

friendship go hand in hand”.   

 

We have new and returning members of our leadership team – officers, 

council members and committee chairs, who are listed below. Consider 

ways you might become involved, as well – volunteering for a committee 

that interests you and/or offering them feedback and support.  

 

We’ve just begun our series of Summer programs with a fanfare of dance music, and look 

forward to a full lineup of seminars this Fall. We owe a huge debt of thanks to all who have 

made these happen. It’s not too late to register for some of these, either; check the program 

listings on our website to see where there are still openings. 

 

We will have to pass on our annual Potluck Picnic and other enjoyable gatherings during this 

time of “social distancing”. It won’t always be this way, though, and besides: there’s always 

Zoom. The Zoom app has become, in fact, our workhorse go-to way to participate in LIR’s 

offerings and to socialize with other members. It’s free for the basic introductory level and quite 

easy to learn (even for techno-teenies like myself). Our Tech Committee members stand ready 

to coach you. We’ve made provisions tailored to our Zoom usage, too: upgrade cost 

reimbursement for officers, committee chairs and moderators; and establishment of “Zoom 

Hosts”, as moderator assistants. See below “Notes on Zoom Use” for further detail.  

 

Our reliance on Zoom could also become a “silver lining”. We can now recruit new or former 

members who live beyond our bailiwick. Everyone with Internet access (and a little training, as 

needed) could become participants. Think about that! 

 

Be well and stay cool, in the meantime, 

 

Nancy 
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PROFILES IN RETIREMENT: Jake Greenburg 
 
 

   
 

What brought you to our “happy valley”? 
 
My family and I were living in the Bronx in 1983 and we were looking for a mix between 
a non-urban area, and one with a lot of cultural activity.  We were also looking for a less 
stressful place to raise our kids. We found it in Northampton.  
 
How’s retirement working out for you? (surprises? regrets?) 
 
It’s been really great and with a lot of surprises. It was a blank slate when I retired.  I 
picked up a couple of hobbies that were definitely out of my comfort zone (gardening, 
drawing and painting).  I have been playing a lot of tennis which I am grateful that I can 
still physically play. My one regret is that we don’t live close to the ocean which I 
definitely need to get to at least once a year.    
 
What are you reading lately? 
 
I just finished reading a book by Carlos Ruiz Zafon called “The Shadow in the Wind”. It 
hooked me from page one.  I have now started the second book in a four book series by 
him.  I’m also in a Mystery Novel Book Club am now enjoying mystery novels that take 
place in different countries such as Italy, Canada and Norway.  I also like reading about 
the Civil War and its aftermath. Currently I’m listening to an audiobook by David Blight 
called “Race and Reunion” about the Reconstruction period.   
 
What kinds of seminars have you most enjoyed? (and why?) 
 
I enjoyed many of the history related seminars.  My all-time favorite was “America in the 
1960’s”, probably because I lived through that period and wanted to learn about other 
peoples’ perspective 50 years later.  I’ve also tried a couple seminars with topics that I 
knew nothing about or that were outside my comfort zone such as philosophy seminars.  
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What’s on your bucket list? 
 
I would really like to do a lot more traveling, especially in Europe.  My dream would be 
to watch the Grand Slam tennis tournaments in Wimbledon and Roland Garros.  Also, I 
would love to visit Australia and New Zealand someday.   I would like to get to a point in 
watercolor painting where I feel confident to have a style to call my own. 
 
Who would you like to imagine around your dinner table? 
 
This is a tough one, because I would feel very intimidated talking to them.  So, let’s just 
say I would rather be a fly on the wall and listen to them talk among themselves: 
Abraham Lincoln, Harriet Tubman, Martin Luther King and Barack Obama.   
 
What else would you like us to know about you?  
 
I lived on a kibbutz in Israel and worked as a dairy farmer for seven years.   After 
returning to the United States, I switched to computer programming which was a lot 
easier and many less hours.  I really like watching YouTube videos of current artists’ 
drawing or painting their art work.  I find it fascinating how they create their vision from 
start to finish.  I play and watch a lot of tennis.  As long as I am physically able to play, I 
will be a happy individual.  
 
For information on this member spotlight series, please contact: Margaret Russell at 
j7m4russell@gmail.com 
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A NEW FAMILY HISTORY PROGRAM  
 

 

 
Family Histories: Who are We? 
 
A large part of who we are is due to our families, not just father and mother or even 
grandparents. We contain a rich mix of genes and influences from the culture and society of our 
ancestors. 
 
This Special Program will focus on several components of our family histories. One important 
source of information is the family tree which documents the DNA part of our heritage. We will 
have some instructional time to introduce some genealogical tools and resources available to 
us. A second source is the collection of stories that have been passed down by word of mouth. 
The third important source of information about our heritage is an understanding of the cultures 
that shaped our ancestors' perspectives. We will spend our time sharing what we can discover 
about each of these sources.  
 
We will meet once a month via Zoom. There are no prerequisites - only an interest in your 
heritage. We will have some one-on-one instruction on Zoom before our group meets for the 
first time in September for those new to Zoom. We will also offer instructional session(s) for 
those getting started in genealogy.  
 
 
Facilitators:  Jim Harvey and Kay Klausewitz 
 
Date and time:  First Friday, September to May, 10:00-Noon 
 
Participants:  small group 
 
Location: on Zoom  
 
If interested, please contact Jim Harvey at jimharvey293@gmail.com or 413-259-4404. 
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A NEW CLASSIC FILM PROGRAM 
 

 
 

Each month, a participant will select a film for the next session, and prepare to lead an informal 
discussion. We will watch the films on our own time between the meetings. 
The Kanopy film archive is available at http://www.kanopy.com, and you can set up a user id 
using your library card or university ID. The range of movies is huge.  
 
Convener:     Elizabeth Armstrong at esarmstrong@comcast.net 
 
Date and time:  Third Wednesday of the month at 4 pm 

   September 16, 2020 - June 12, 2021 
 
Participants:   12 max (new members are especially encouraged to join.) 
 
Location:   on Zoom 
 
Role of participants: A participant will select a film for the next session, and prepare to  

lead an informal discussion.  
 
Resource:   The Kanopy film archive is available at http://www.kanopy.com, and you  

can set up a user ID using your library card or university ID. The range of 
movies is huge.  

 
To sign up:  Contact Elizabeth Armstrong. New members are especially encouraged to join. 
 
 

 

http://www.kanopy.com/
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NEW DISCUSSION PROGRAM:  
MEDICAL ETHICS 
 

 
 
Convener:     Paul Berman at docpb@comcast.net 
 
Date and time:  Third Friday of the month at 4 pm 

 September 2020 - June 2021 (45 minutes) 
 
Participants:   12 max (new members are especially encouraged to join) 
 
Location:   on Zoom 
 
Description:  Each month we will discuss a topic having to do with medicine, 

especially recent news and medical ethics. The first topic will be an 
overview of medical ethics, led by the class leader. 

 
Role of participants: Participants will choose a topic for discussion, and prepare some  

questions to help get the discussion started. If a topic is popular, it can be 
continued for more than one session. 

 
To sign up:  Contact Paul Berman  
   New members are especially encouraged to join. 
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TASTY TIDBITS 
 

 
 
Chocolate in New England  
by Bob Cohen 
  
Chocolate, the Emperor of candies, goes back 3500 years.  Not until 1670 did Dorothy 
Jones and Jane Barnard open the first public house in Boston to sell chocolate, most 
likely imported from Europe.  By 1682, chocolate from Jamaica was being imported in 
huge quantities.  By 1700 there were many chocolate houses in and about the city.  
  
In 1764, the very first chocolate factory in America was started in Boston by James 
Baker and John Hannon, using a water powered gristmill on the Neponset River.  
  
In 1773, 320 tons of chocolate were imported, and that number just kept growing.  
Chocolate was thought to have medicinal qualities, and was one of the rations provided 
to soldiers during the French and Indian War, and the Revolution.  Without chocolate, 
we might still be flying the Union Jack.45 
  
Chocolate was exclusively a drink until the mid-19th Century when solid chocolate 
confections began to appear.  
  
Please share your food memories, dreams, or recipes - childhood favorites or vacation discoveries, family 
standbys or new creations –    in 100-150 words, please. Email to Linda Honan at honan@umass.edu. 
Thank you! 
 

 

 

mailto:honan@umass.edu
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100 WORDS (or so…) 

 

 I’m Free! 

 

My friend Holly and her little son Joel were watching a video of Walt Disney’s Alladin.  
At a critical point in the movie Alladin releases the Genie from the magic lamp where  
he’s been imprisoned for thousands of years, causing the ecstatic genie to cry out,  
“I am free! I’m finally free!”  
 

As soon as he heard the genie’s cry, Joel jumped up from the couch and shouted  
excitedly at the screen, “Me too! I’m free too!” 
 

My friend was amazed that her small son had the ability to grasp the concept of freedom  
and so proud that he would become so fired up at the thought of his own freedom.  
 

As the movie continued, Joel sat back down. “And next year,” he muttered happily,  
“I’ll be four.” 
 

-Lucy Greenburg 
 

We welcome your contributions and hope to hear from you. If you have a short piece of  
about a 100 words that you would be willing to share through the newsletter, 
please email it to Margaret Russell at j7m4russell@gmail.com 
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NOTES on ZOOM USE 
 
Zoom Help  
Three booklets summarizing information about Zoom are available at https://5clir.org/tech-
assistance/. Members of the Tech Committee are also available to work with moderators and 
members on a 1:1 basis over the Summer and into the Fall to ensure that we get our Zoom 
skills up to speed. Use the on-line form linked to the tech-assistance page to request help, or 
get in touch with a member of the Tech Committee (listed below). 
 
Zoom Access 
Most of us will need nothing more than to download a free basic Zoom application at 
https://zoom.us/meetings to get on board. Although some officers, committee chairs and 
moderators may be able to structure their meetings to fit within the forty-minute time chunks 
included in the basic account, they may find the need to upgrade to a Zoom PRO account for 
$15/month at https://zoom.us/pricing. LIR will reimburse them for the upgrade upon approved 
request. A detailed reimbursement policy statement will be made available later this month.  
 
“Zoom Hosts” 
Many moderators would rather not get involved with technical details, to concentrate on running 
their seminar without distraction. The Curriculum Committee recommends that moderators 
recruit a “Zoom Host” to issue meeting invitations, allow access to participants, and advise on 
technical issues that may arise during the course of the session. Ideally, moderators will recruit 
a host volunteer from among their seminar participants. Members of the Tech Committee may 
assist in making alternative arrangements, if necessary.  
 
Other Zoom Uses 
The Zoom platform is not just for 5CLIR meetings and seminars. It has been enabling Summer 
programs that began in July and other more informal member gatherings. It seems ideally suited 
for many of the ongoing and special interest groups listed in our catalogue, and promises to be 
a catalyst for more such offerings to come. Contact Wendy Parrish, the chair of our Ongoing 
Programs Committee with your questions and ideas. 
 
The Technology Committee 
We owe a debt of gratitude to members of our Technology Committee who have been 
instrumental during 5CLIR’s transition into a post-Covid world. They continue to offer one-on-
one assistance to LIR members, as well. Please email the appropriate committee member with 
questions regarding your particular digital device or software. They will try their best, even if 
they cannot guarantee a solution. 
 

Android Cell Phones    Larry Ambs 
Apple/Mac OS    Kathy Campbell, Gordon Wyse 
Fire and HD tablets  Larry Ambs 
iPad and iPhones  Gordon Wyse 
Linux OS   Gene Fisher 
Windows OS   Larry Ambs, Jim Harvey 
Word, PowerPoint  Kathy Campbell, Jim Harvey 
Zoom      Larry Ambs, Kathy Campbell, Jim Perot 

 

https://5clir.org/tech-assistance/
https://5clir.org/tech-assistance/
https://zoom.us/meetings
https://zoom.us/pricing
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5CLIR COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

Please refer to your member directory for contact information. Directories are  
sent periodically, and you may request one from the office at any time. 

 
 
Council Members 

 
President 

 
Nancy Denig 

 Vice President Tyll van Geel 
 Treasurer Monroe Rabin 

 Asst. Treasurer Dudley Williams 

 Secretary Bev von Kries 

 Past President Jake Greenburg 

 At Large Bob Cohen 

 

 

Francie Borden 

 

 

Kay Klausewitz 

 
 

Pat Jorzak 

 
 

Margaret Russell 

 
 

Gene Fisher 

 
 

Elisa Campbell 

 
 

Kip Fonsh 

 
 

James Lee 

 5C Liason Larry Ambs  

 Ombudsperson Anne Lombard 

 Historian Sara Wright 

   

Committee Chairs Activities TBA 

 Curriculum Kathy Campbell, Francie Borden 

 Finance Monroe Rabin 

 Great Decisions Bruce Brewer 

 Member Events Catharine Porter 

 Membership & Outreach Margaret Russell 

 Nominating Margaret Russell 

 Ongoing Programs Wendy Parrish 

 Projects & Events Ellen Kosmer 

 Technology Gordon Wyse 
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2020- 2021 5CLIR CALENDAR  
NB: Updates may be made as planning for online activities continues to develop.   
  
2020 
July – no regular committee meetings 
 
Thu Aug 6 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu Aug 6 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Mon Aug 10 11:00 am Nancy' s Zoom meeting 
Thu Aug 13  2:00 pm Online - Council Meeting 
Mon Aug 24  11:00 am Nancy' s Zoom meeting 
Thu Aug 27    September newsletter deadline  
 
Thu Sept 3 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu Sept 3 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Mon Sept 7   Labor Day – office closed 
Thu Sept 10 2:00 pm Online - Council Meeting 
Mon Sept 21   First week of Fall Seminars 
Thu Sept 24    October newsletter deadline  
Mon Sept 28   Yom Kippur – no classes 
 
Thu Oct 1 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu Oct 1 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Thu Oct 8 2:00 pm Online - Council Meeting 
Mon Oct 26    November newsletter deadline 
 
Thu Nov 5 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu Nov 5 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Thu Nov 12 2:00 pm Online - Council Meeting 
(Date TBA)    Online Spring 2021 Preview 
Mon Nov 23    Last regular week of fall seminars 

Registration Opens for Spring 2021 
Thu Nov 26   Thanksgiving – no classes 
Mon Nov 30    Make- up week for Fall seminars 
 
Thu Dec 3 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu Dec 3 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Mon Dec 7   Deadline for Registrations to be in Lottery Spring 2021 
Thu Dec 10  2:00 pm Online - Council Meeting 
Mon Dec 21   Spring class enrollment announced 
Thu Dec 24    12:00 pm Office closed for winter break 
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2021 
 
No January committee meetings, newsletter 
 
Thu Jan 7    Memorial Program - virtual  
Mon Jan 25   February newsletter deadline 
 
Thu Feb 4 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu Feb 4 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Thu Feb 11  2 00 pm  Online - Council Meeting 
Mon Feb 22   March newsletter deadline 
 
Thu Mar 4 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu Mar 4 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Thu Mar 11  2:00 pm Online - Council Meeting 
Thu Mar 25   April newsletter deadline 
 
Thu Apr 1 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu Apr 1 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Thu Apr 8  2 00 pm Online - Council Meeting 
Mon Apr 26    May newsletter deadline 
 
Sun May 2   Online Annual Meeting 
(Date TBA)   Online Fall 2021 Preview 
Mon May 3   Registration opens for Fall seminars 
Thu May 6 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu May 6 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Thu May 13  2:00 pm Online - Council Meeting 
Fri May 21   Deadline for Registrations to be in Lottery Fall 2021 
Mon May 24   June newsletter deadline 
Mon May 31   Memorial Day 
 
Thu Jun 3 1:00 pm Online Executive Committee meeting 
Thu Jun 3 2:15 pm Online Curriculum Committee meeting 
Mon Jun 7- Fri Jun 11  Online Council Election 
Thu Jun 10  2:00 pm Online - Council Meeting 
Mon Jun14   Fall class enrollment announced 
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The 5CLIR NEWSLETTER  

is published by 

Five College Learning in Retirement 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Smith College 

18 Henshaw Avenue, C2 
Northampton, MA 01063 

Phone: (413) 585-3756 
(Currently offsite; NO PHONE ACCESS) 

Email: 5clir@smith.edu 
Website: www.5clir.org 

 

Editor: Tisha Ferguson 
 


