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Let’s revisit children's television from the formative decade and a half of the genre, and 
take an enjoyable trip down memory lane. 

Hundreds of television shows aimed at children were created and flourished in the 
1950's.   Participants will choose one nationally televised children's television program that 
was first broadcast beginning in the years 1947 through 1962.  The goal of the seminar is to 
briefly describe the show, it's history, the creators, the stars, a bit about the animation 
process if the show was animated, its impact on the wider society if it had one, and any 
other interesting information (perhaps 5 or 6 minutes).  Then we will view videos of 
selected episodes and discuss the show (the second handout is a list of possible choices).  
Assuming time allows, there will be two presentations at each class.  Although the shows 
were first broadcast in the years 1947-1962, many continued in syndication well after 1962. 

Any show chosen must have videos of episodes, which are available on YouTube and 
easily shown on Zoom.  I did not confirm availability of episodes for all of the shows on 
my suggested list (I’m quite sure most of them are on YouTube).  So it’s up to the 
participant to make sure there are videos of episodes for the show chosen.  If any 
participant has difficulty with sharing a video on Zoom, I will be able to help. 

Enough information about each show can easily be gathered from the internet, starting with 
Wikipedia.  Some of the more well-known shows, such as The Adventures of Rocky and 
Bullwinkle, and The Adventures of Superman, have complete books written about them. 
 
If you, like me, grew up on these shows, this seminar should be a whole lot of fun. 
 

 



American	Children’s	Television	1947	
–	1962	

Suggested	Shows	

This	List	is	By	No	Means	
Comprehensive.		Feel	Free	to	Pick	
Any	Other	Show	That	Meets	the	

Criteria	

Andy’s	Gang	

Augie	Doggie	and	Doggie	Daddy	

Beany	and	Cecil	

Bozo:		The	World’s	Most	Famous	
Clown	

Bugs	Bunny	

Captain	Kangaroo	

Circus	Boy	

Clutch	Cargo	

Commando	Cody	

Crusader	Rabbit	

Dennis	The	Menace	

Ding	Dong	School	

Dudley	Do-Right	

Felix	The	Cat	

Flash	Gordon	

Fractured	Fairy	Tales	

Fury	

Gumby	

Howdy	Doody	

Jet	Jackson	

Johnny	Jupiter	

Kukla,	Fran,	and	Ollie	

Lassie	

My	Friend	Flicka	

National	Velvet	

Peabody’s	Improbable	History	

Popeye	the	Sailor	

Quick	Draw	McGraw	

Rin	Tin	Tin	

Rootie	Kazootie	

Sgt.	Preston	of	the	Yukon	

Shari	Lewis	

Sky	King	

Soupy	Sales	

Super	Circus	

The	Adventures	of	Rocky	and	
Bullwinkle	

The	Adventures	of	Superman	

The	Flintstones	

The	Gumby	Show	

The	Huckleberry	Hound	Show	

The	Jetsons	

The	Mickey	Mouse	Club	

The	Quick	Draw	McGraw	Show	

The	Woody	Woodpecker	Show	

Tom	Terrific	

Watch	Mr.	Wizard	

Winky	Dink	and	You	(Praised	by	Bill	
Gates	as	the	very	first	interactive	
television	show)	

Yogi	Bear	


