
 

American Children's TV 1947-1962 
A nostalgic journey through the world of 1950's children's television 

Purpose:  The purpose is to revisit children's television from the formative decade of the genre, and provide 

entertainment for participants.  I'm looking to have an enjoyable trip down memory lane. 

Description:  Hundreds of television shows aimed at children were created and flourished in the 

1950's.  The goal of the seminar is to briefly describe the show, its history, the creators, the stars, a bit about 

the animation process if the show was animated, its impact on the wider society if it had one, and any other 

interesting information (perhaps 5 or 6 minutes).  Then we will view videos of selected episodes and discuss 

the show.  Two presentations will be done at each class.  The dates 1947-1962 represent the years the 

shows started. Some shows were on the air beyond 1962, many in syndication. 

Role of participants:  Participants will choose one nationally televised children's television program that 
was originally broadcast on weekend mornings, or weekday afternoons, with a few in prime time, such as 
The Flintstones, The Jetsons, and Dennis the Menace.  I will provide a list of possible candidates, which will 
by no means be comprehensive.  Participants will present a short description and history of the show, then 
present videos of selected episodes, which are available on YouTube and easily shown on Zoom. 

Resources:  Resources like YouTube, and whatever can be learned about the show from the internet, often 
starting with Wikipedia, are useful.  Some of the more well-known shows, such as The Adventures of Rocky 
and Bullwinkle, and The Adventures of Superman, have complete books written about them.   

About the Moderator:  Bob Cohen grew up on 1950's children's television, which makes him an expert.  He 
has a soft spot for the genre, and hopes that his seminar will be wildly entertaining. 

Course # 21SAM 
Format: Seminar 

Moderator:  Robert Cohen 

Date and Time: Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 AM 
10 weeks, starting February 24 

Location: ONLINE, via Zoom 

Maximum number of participants: 18 
Auditors accepted: Yes, up to 2 


