
THE FIVE SCROLLS 
 The Hebrew Bible is a literary treasure. The pre-historical myths, family and dynastic stories, 
and historical events originate in recounted memories that reach as far back as 2000 BCE while 
the literary record concludes in the middle of the Second Century BCE.  It is a serious literature, 
not simply entertaining, raising the ultimate questions we ask as human beings: what is the right 
way to live, how do we create a compassionate and stable society, and what causes lead to the 
collapse of families and societies. We will discuss these and other questions as we look at five 
short books embedded in the miscellaneous writings section of the Hebrew Bible. 

We will begin with the Book of Ruth, the story of a woman who gave up everything for love of 
her mother-in-law.  .  . 

“Do not entreat me to forsake you, for wherever you go I will go, wherever you lodge I 
will lodge, wherever you die, I will die, and there will I be buried.” 

We follow with a poem of love, the Song of Songs of Solomon . . . 
“My lover has gone down to his garden, to the spice beds, to graze in the garden and to 
gather lilies. I am my lover’s and my lover is mine, who grazes among the lilies.” 

Then we will turn to the queen who put her life on the line to rescue her people, the Book of 
Esther . . . 

“And so I shall come to the king not according to rule, and if I perish, I perish.” 

Continuing in that serious vein, we will read the short Book of Lamentations, mourning the 
destruction of Jerusalem . . . 

“How she sits alone, the city once great with people. She has become like a widow.” 
And we will conclude with the Book of Ecclesiastes . . . 

“Everything has a season, and a time for every purpose under the heavens;  A time to be 
born and a time to die.” 

Five unusual books in which human emotions and human actions determine everything. 
The moderator, a retired rabbi, has taught this material over many years. As moderator he will 
guide the discussion with the participants, and fill in the literary, historical, and political 
backgrounds of the books. 

Participants are required to read each book along with an online commentary in advance of the 
discussion.  Reports by participants are not required. 


