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Dear LIR Members,
When you visit our 5CLIR.org website, is it “an enjoyable and
informative” experience with “easy-to-use navigation and
attractive graphics”? Do you see captivating colors and thoughtprovoking images? Does its text convey concisely what LIR is all
about? Do you think a first-time visitor would be instantly
intrigued and want to look more closely at the website? Can you
at a glance know where to find the information you are seeking?
Or, does the website make you puzzle out where the information
you want is? Have you been reluctant to use the website
because it takes too long to find what you want? Given your
answers to these questions, the Council may soon be asked to
vote on revamping our website.
Website designers talk about this kind of “user experience” (UX),
and in so doing factor in whether the user is a first-time visitor to
5CLIR.org or a current member. I feel our website could be
improved in multiple ways. The visual aesthetic experience could
be enhanced. The front page could more effectively punch
home the message as to what LIR is all about, e.g., “learning is
life, and life is learning” (to paraphrase John Dewey), and the
speed which it takes to find information could be shortened.
Here are two examples of what a website can be like:
https://www.opgnh.org/
https://www.alverno.edu/

Breaking News:
LIR Office is now Open
Mon to Fri 9am to 3pm
413-585-3756

The matter is under study for LIR. A small ad hoc committee,
generously headed by Kathy Campbell, has taken first steps at
creating a new website. Kathy is even offering a workshop this
spring entitled “Building a WordPress Site,” a workshop I and, I
hope, others will join. Her workshop could result in a proposal to
Council for a new and improved website.
(Cont'd on Page 2)

Member Spotlight:
Kay Klausewitz
A resident of South Hadley, Kay is a member of
the LIR Council and Chair of the Nominating
Committee.
How long have you been a member of Learning
in Retirement, and how did you learn of the
organization?
Searching online for things to do in retirement
brought me to 5CLIR. Ron and I joined in 2013
after we had retired and moved to South Hadley.
What brought you to our “Happy Valley”?
Son Karl enrolled at the University of
Welcome Message from Tyll
Massachusetts. We liked what we saw.
(from Page 1)
Then our daughter, Krisi, came too and finally I
We – speaking as a hopeful member of the
workshop – face a significant challenge. I’ve come decided to go for my terminal degree in
education.
to realize that website design demands not only
technological skill using the tools of WordPress, but I love the mix in our valley of farm and town, the
fields and forests, but most of all, the people.
also the sensibility of a visual artist, the
imagination of an architect designing an arresting
new structure, an understanding of the psychology How is retirement working for you?(Surprises?
of the website user, and the skills of a Madison
Regrets?)
Avenue copywriter.
No regrets, although I wish my grandson was
closer (lives in Salem, MA). I wish my husband
We must ask ourselves a fundamental question:
was still alive. Retirement is better than I dared
who is the basic audience of our website? Do we
hope and that is largely thanks to 5CLIR. I joined
want to use it primarily to recruit new members, as
for socialization and stimulation and it has
does the Harvard Institute for Learning in
provided both in spades!
Retirement: https://hilr.dce.harvard.edu/
Or do we seek to do a bit of recruiting, but
primarily want to provide information to current
members? Settling on the proper balance
between these two objectives lies ahead, and it is
an important policy decision facing Council,
based on the advice of what I hope will be a
cadre of volunteer website designers.
My best,
Tyll

What have you been reading lately?
Both fiction and nonfiction attract me so I usually
am reading one of each almost simultaneously.
Right now I'm reading “North and South” by
Elizabeth Gaskell for our Classic Books Group. I
just realized that I'm on a Pulitzer kick, by
coincidence, not by design, although that's not a
bad idea.
(Cont'd on Page 6)
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Pressure Doesn’t Faze LIR’s New Office Manager
Because of what she saw of high school
as a volunteer when her son was a
student and her previous work for a home
health care agency, Mindi Winter believes
that teenagers and seniors are the
populations that are the most in need of
attention today. Fortunately, LIR’s new
office manager decided to work with
seniors. The nine years she spent with
Barton’s Angels, Inc., a home health care
agency serving the Valley, were very
fulfilling, she said. In addition to
operations work such as bookkeeping,
scheduling caregivers, handling all the
technical issues, Mindi filled in with clients
when necessary — from taking seniors on
errands to working with those in hospice
care. She was on call 24/7 for clients and
their families as well as caregivers.
Her most recent job as the tech specialist
for Road Scholar (formerly ElderHostel)
had a different set of demands. For six
years until the Pandemic hit, Mindi was
the go-to person for technical planning,
support and, when necessary,
troubleshooting in Road Scholar’s travel
department.

That job, too, required her to be on call 24/7 for
emergency support to the Travel Call Center staff,
especially when the unexpected such as bad
weather or an airline strike interrupted plans.
Mindi said she doesn’t mind the “high deadlines,
the high chaos” of IT work. “I work well under high
pressure,” she noted, crediting her low blood
pressure and ability to make quick decisions and
stick to them. The ability to make a clear decision
and then defend it is critical when running an
office with a diverse membership.
Before these jobs, she worked in development for
World Learning in Brattleboro, Vermont, which is
an umbrella organization that oversees, among
other entities, the Experiment in International Living
and School for International Training.
She and her son, Jay, moved from Southern
Vermont to Northampton when he was old
enough for elementary school. He attended the
Jackson Street School and in 2018 graduated
from the Pioneer Valley Performing Arts charter
school. He’s a lighting designer for live
productions, working at PVPA as a Master
Electrician, until he can travel with a band, postCOVID.
Mother and son share a love of live music and
theater. They have a tradition of attending live
shows, including heading to Broadway for his
birthday every year, and they’re looking forward to
getting back to Broadway soon. Mindi continues
to volunteer at PVPA both as a board member
and helping with productions at the box office as
well as helping to produce the graduation
ceremony each year, which she counts as her
hobby.
Margaret Russell

page 3

Thoughts on our
Investment Fund

By the nature of the fund, we are limited in the
number of dollars we can withdraw each year,
the maximum being about $15,000, tax free.

So, we are looking for ideas for something grand
to spend some money on — not necessarily now,
in this time of COVID, but at some point in the

Many of you are unaware that LIR has a
large fund invested with Five College, Inc.

future. Put your thinking caps on, and send me
your ideas. Thank you.

(FCI). We call it the Investment Fund, and
it currently has $408,000. Yes, you read
that right.

A fund drive called “Campaign for the
Future,” which was initiated in 2015,

Bob Cohen, racprint@comcast.net
LIR Council and Finance Committee Member

Stay Tuned for Winter Programs

created the initial investment. It has grown
significantly in the last six years. (You can
read about the “Campaign for the Future”
in the September 2015 newsletter, which
is available in the “5CLIR Archives”, under
Help and Resources on our website.)

No money has ever been withdrawn from
the fund. What comes to mind for me is
the adage, “You Can’t Take It With You.”
Could we be doing something really big
and glorious with some of that money,
something that would benefit LIR
members and the community?

The last large-scale function that LIR held
was in 2011, the “5CLIR Sesquicentennial
Symposium – Civil War Causes and
Consequences,” a two-day event held at
UMass. It was free of charge and open to
the public, and it was very successful. The
cost to produce the event was over
$10,000! LIR was able to secure grants to
support the event, but today, with our
own fund available to us, grants would be
extremely unlikely. (You can read about
the symposium in the April and October
2011 newsletters).

Shut in by cold weather and the continuing
pandemic doesn’t mean you have to be
disconnected from LIR in January and February.
President Tyll van Geel and Kip Fonsh, chair of the
Extracurricular Committee, are putting together
several short programs that will take place before
the spring semester starts.
Commitments range from the fun to the serious.
Paul Cooper will offer a presentation on the film
Gold Diggers of 1933, featuring the work of Busby
Berkeley, who transformed the Hollywood musical
in the 1930s and 40s. Tyll is organizing a session
on the Mississippi abortion case pending before
the Supreme Court, widely viewed as a challenge
to Roe v. Wade. The presenters have participated
in past Supreme Court sessions: Elizabeth Davis,
Stephanie Levin, Jay Russell, and Ben Jaffee. New
member Laura Frossard will join them. For
gardeners looking forward to spring, Sherry
Wilson and Margaret Russell will continue the
four-week Gardeners’ Roundtable they offered
last winter.
A few other programs are still being explored.
Margaret Russell
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What LIR Is Reading
Thoughts on our
Investment Fund

LIR offers three book groups: Reading the
Classics, Book Interest Group and
Reading Roundtable. Here are some of
the books they’ve been reading and
discussing. You may pick up some ideas
for your own book list.
Reading the Classics. The choice for
September was "A Month in the Country",
by J.L. Carr, about a World War I veteran
finding a way to re-enter a normal life
during one summer in an English village,
published in 1980. In October, the group
read "North and South" by Elizabeth
Gaskell, a novel contrasting the
emerging industrialization in the north of
England with the aging gentry of the
agrarian south, published in 1854.
Book Interest Group. This group began its
season in September with "Apeirogon", by
Colum McCann, published in 2020. The
novel is based on the experience of two
fathers, one Palestinian and one Israeli,
each of whose daughters were killed by
the “other side.” Members had a change
of pace last month with "The Mystery of
Mrs. Christie", by Marie Benedict, also
published in 2020. The author constructs
the real disappearance of Agatha
Christie for 11 days in 1926, which she
never spoke about.

Reading
Roundtable.
Last
month,
members discussed memoirs they had
enjoyed over the years. Favorites
included "A Very Private Eye" by Barbara
Pym, "On Writing", by Stephen King, "Truth
and Beauty" by Ann Patchett, "Life Isn’t
Everything: Mike Nichols as Remembered
by 150 of His Closest Friends" by Ash
Carter and Sam Kashner, "Refuge" by
Terry Tempest Williams, and "The Art of
Memoir" by Mary Karr.
Margaret Russell

Spring Preview

The Curriculum Committee is busy getting
all of the details on spring seminars ready
for the LIR catalogue, which will be mailed
shortly before the Spring Preview on
Sunday, November 21 from 2 to 4 pm. (The
catalogue will include descriptions of short
winter programs being offered as well.)
As with the past few previews, this one will
be held on Zoom. A registration link will be
emailed to members ahead of time; they
will need to register to receive the log-in link
for the preview. We urge members to
forward the registration link to friends who
might be interested in learning what LIR will
offer next spring. Since classes will continue
on Zoom, those friends can live beyond the
Pioneer Valley!
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Member Spotlight,
Continued from Page 2
I'm reading Richard Power's Pulitzer Prize winner “The Overstory.” Sitting on my coffee table
are my next “reads.” Isabel Wilkerson's “The Warmth of Other Suns,” another Pulitzer winner. I'm
also eager to begin “Founding Brothers” by Joseph J. Ellis, also a Pulitzer recipient. These are
all books recommended by friends or sent to me by friends or family. A few books that I
recently enjoyed very much were “Where the Crawdads Sing” and “A Gentleman in Moscow”
and “The Goldfinch.”
What kinds of seminars have you most enjoyed?
Writing to Remember (deadlines motivate), watercolors with Turi, children's books, Broadway
musicals, and history (most seminars link to history and I love that), science (mostly
biological).
What is on your bucket list?
Traveling and learning in Great Britain, Norway, Italy and Greece.
Completing big family projects like working on my family tree and digitizing family photos.
Reading as many great books as I can.
Walking, biking, hiking and trying to keep fit.
Whom would you like to imagine around your dinner table?
Since women's contributions are often undercut, I would like to imagine all women at the
table.
All of these women have made substantial contributions to our civilization. Jackie Kennedy
once said that six was the perfect number for a dinner party. So I have two tables of six
guests. Not sure where I am! I would like one table to be six 20th century women, now
deceased:
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Eleanor Roosevelt, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Marie Curie, Mother Teresa
and Grace Hopper.
Then I'd like to have a second table (if I may) of women of courage that I admire who are
still at work: Nancy Pelosi, Jane Goodall, Naomi Klein, Hillary Clinton, Liz Cheney, Greta
Thunberg. Boy that would be a group!
I recognize that this is not a diverse collection and that is not by accident. These are women
most familiar to me. I would like to hear them discuss peaceful means of making real
change.
What else would you like us to know about you?
Major causes that are my lifelong interests are education and the environment. I have
taught kindergarten through graduate school and ended my career with teaching teachers.
I have traveled enough to see many, many beautiful places in the world and to know that
education and the environment both need all the support we can give them.
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